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mSTOEY OF BHrnSH INDIA 


rOOK IT dellbente with rlolence and udmoeltj aod exhibit all 
our I. confaalon, preapitatloc, aod hoprodcDoe, which are so 
• oomirifTnly aacribed to the exer cise of popolar power 

1“08. actual rcaolt ia extrwDolj different from what the 

oommoo modes of reasoning Indte common minds to infer 
Notwithstanding the power which, bj the theory of the 
constitotioD, was thna reserred to the pojmlar parts of tho 
BTstem, all power has centred in the Co^ of Direotors ; 
and the goremment of the Componj has been an oligarch j 
infoot. 8o far from meddling mnch, the Cbnrt of Pro* 
pn etoTS bare not attended to the common ofEairs oren 
snfflaenUj for the bntlnees of Jcspeotlon and tho known 
prtndplea of homan natnroaband^Ujsoonred that nnfor 
tnnate rosolL To watch, to aomtinixe, to inquire, ia laboor 
and htboor ia pain. Toconflde, to take for granted that ail 
la well, U easj Is exempt from trouble, and, to the greet 
mass of maakioxt, comparatlreljrdolightfal On all ordinaiy 
o cc tu ri ona, on eQ occasions which fcesait not a powerfid 
moUre to ectioo the greet mass of mankind are sore to 
be led bj tho aoft and agreoehle feeling And if the 7 who 
eci bare oolj snffident p^ence toarc^ tbceo ocenrmcea 
whidi are calcnlited to roose the people on account of whom 
the/ act, the people will allow them abendaot scope to 
manage the common con c er ns in a waj conformable to 
their own liking and adrantaga It Is tbos that all const! 
tutlons, howerer deoHJcretlcaU/ formed, hare a tendency 
to beeomo oUgaichicoI in practice. By the nomeroos body 
who constitnte the democracy the objects of ambllioo are 
beheld at so greet a distance and the competition for them 
is shsred with so greet a number that in general they mako 
bat a feeble Impression upon their minds the small nQm> 
ber on the other hand, Uilnisled with the raanageinrnt, 
feel so immediately the adrantsges, and their affectlocn 
are so powetfoUy engaged by the pifwoce of their object 
that they easily eoneentrate their rlewi, and point thdr 
energies with perfeet ccostaney in the selfish dlrectlotL 
The ap a t h y and inattentioo of the people on Ibe one hand 
ti>d tho interested acUrily of the rulers on the other axs 
two pcFwerm, the action of which may always be counted 
npoo I nor has the art cf gorernment as yrt eiemplificd, 
howtrer the saenee may or may not hsrs dUcorer^ any 
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certain means by -n'lncb. tlie unhappy effects of that action BOOK lY 
may he prevented* chap i 

For conductmg the affairs of the Company, the Directors 

(In ided themselves into parties called Conumttees , and 
the business into as many separate shares - 

The first ivasthe Committee of Correspondence, of ^vhlch 
the business 'was more confidential, as well as extensive, 
than tliat of any of the rest Its duties \\ ei o, to study the 
nd\ iccs from India, and to prepare ansv\ers for the inspec- 
tion of the Court of Dircctois to report upon the number 
of sliips expedient for the trade of the season, and the 
stations proper foi each to report upon the number of 
sen ant‘5, civil and militaiy, in the different stations 
abioad, on the demand for alterations, and the apphea- 
tions made for lea\o of absence, or leaie to return all 
comiilaints of grieiances, and all pecuniar} demands on 
the Company, \icro decided upon, in the first instance, by 
this Committee, which nominated to all places, in the trea- 
smy, and in the secretary’s, cxaininci’s, and auditor’s 
oflicos It pci formed, in fact, the prime and govenung 
business of the Company the icst vas secondarj and 
subordinate 

The next Committee was that of LaM-smts, of which 
the business ■V. as to deliberate and direct in all cases of 
litigation , and to examine the bills of law charges It 
IS not a little remarkable that there should be i\ork 
of this description sufticiciit to engross the time of a 
committee 

Tlio third was the Committee of Treasurv Its business 
a\as to proiidc, agrccabh to the orders of the Court, for 
the ps^ mont of dn ideiids and interest on bonds , to iicgo- 
tmto the Coinpain s loans , to piirchiuso gold and sihcrfor 
exportation to nthx the Compinx’s suil to bonds and 

• S.-'! It t'lp F-i** Inlla C aiFinr nlt'oc, in tre VnV pf 1 n^liril aUn, 11 o 
c mil ntlt iifwlii 't S nl!ar,oiinn\’iv hai alnari j 'oalliJ '*< 0 " vill tl ^ 

, I- rf< 1 >? f ur J t 1 illPt r i 1 aiir Jalrt-* a iaOi n in tJir 1 i»' -1 

t ' F' I *'i C’ ■'t '•r<r So ) t’p 1 >- i nt' ire tl '• »! incfo ni 

niT T > ' 5 ' r 1 Ip'uc a'»aT> f-a^r I > Fra'i 11 $ 'i r-nr'; j r t' i 

I PC’’ 1 <' 1 *“’ 1 * Is tW ?■' ■* r PP'* ■'■‘ 1,1 l> fn! Il)t"n rpallr in 

f\pr ' - I’lil 1 f , rxs- list r <i\in cif- iv cf v' rcl. >1 f it— i 

alH-i'i !'•'» re; its 

■ r r ’ 1 vnzB' T.-' !»' i \ n an r-'-'l f- *bf lii'nrn 

c' t' ' 1 (* —l m 'c 1 1 - * ' S'rf I jjTI t' f. '■ r , • - 1 * 

f*. Iis 1 y z' P i--"i 1' I'-n 'n t' ■»' 1 IV t:;* t li tur-i 'n 

J*r I'r^T » 1 ! 1 ^ j >1 Xkv c' 1 -»(<•»'■' r-t I!-' ,» Jj ii, 

F 



0 HISTORY OF BEmSH INDIA 

BOO£ IT otliflr deeds i to eramtne nymthT j- or oftoner, the boUnce 
CHIP I. of oasK tod to decide^ in the instance, on appUcn* 
■ ' tions roapeoting the Icn of booda, on pec um ary queatlons 

ITO. jn general, and the debreiy of unregistered diamoDda and 
bullion. 

The Oommltteo of VTarebonses tu the fourth. The 
busineH of Importatton was the pnodpal part of its 
charge. It foimed the ordere for the species of goods of 
which the inrestment or importation wos intmded to 
eoosist it had the soperlntendence of the serrenta em> 
ployed in the inspection of the purchases } determined 
upon the modes of ahlppiog and ccoTeyaDco ; saperin> 
tended the t«ndtag and warehoualog of the goods ; arranged 
the order of sales and deliberatod geueraHy upon the 
meant of promoting and Imp ro rlng the trade. 

The hfth wui the Committee of Accounts of whoso 
duUea the principal were to emxnlne tills ofexchisgr and 
mooey certificates to comparo addccs with bills to ru- 
mine the cstturatcfy and accounts cf cash and stoel ; and 
to saporintecd the office of the accounUot, and the office 
oftrauafer in which are effected ibe tranafm cf the Com* 
pany'eitoek and anitojtie9,and in which the foreign letters 
of attorney for that purpose are examined. 

A comr^ttee, csHed the Ocenmitteo of Haying, was the 
aUth. Its buslDets was, to superintend the pnrebase and 
preparation of the standard ariiclee of export, of whloh 
Ifrtft oty] wooUeus constituted the chief to contract with 
the dyers and other tradesmen > to audit their accounts, 
aod keep charge of the goods tOJ deposited in the sUipo for 
eiportatioiL 

The Committee of the IIouso was the tercnlh, and Its 
business was mostly of an inferior and ministerial nalaro 
The alterations and repair* of the building rrgulatlooi 
for the atteodanee of the sereral officer* and clcrU* tbo 
appointment of the infenor aetraots of the I louse and the 
caatrol of the aecretaiy* accounta for dommllo di buree- 
menta, were included In its prerince 

Tbo eighth Cmamitlee, that of SSiippios ha/1 Ih* ehar-e 
of purchaslog atorw, and all other articles of eiport, ex 
cept the grand arlldes appropriated to the Cbtamittro cf 
Buying I the business of niriug ship*!, aivl of ascertalalng 
the qoallficatloni of their cotoinandcr* aryJ officer* i of div 
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tnbuting tlie outwaid cargoes , of fixing seamen’s -wages , BOOK IV 
of issmng orders for buildmg, leponmg, and fitting out the chap i 

ships, packets, &c , of which the Company were propnetoi'S , 

and of regula-tmg and detennining the tonnage allowed for 
private trade, to the commanders and officers of the Com- 
pany’s ships 

The nmth was the Committee of Private Trade , and its 
occupation was -to adjust the accounts of freight, and other 
chaiges, payable on the goods exported for pnvate account, 
m the chartered ships of the Company , to i egulate the 
mdulgences to pnvate trade homeward and by examinmg 
the commandeis of ships, and other inqumes, to ascertam 
how far the regulations of the Company had been violated 
or obeyed 

The tenth Committee was of a characteristic descnption 
It was the committee for pi eventing the gro-wth of private 
trade Its busmess was to take cogmsance of all instances 
m which the license gianted by the Company for pnvate 
trade was exceeded , to decide upon the con-troversies to 
which the encroachments of the pnvate traders gave bu-th, 
and to make apphcation of the penalties which were pro- 
•yided for -transgi'ession So closely, however, did the pro- 
vmces of this and the precedmg committee border upon one 
another , and so httle, m truth, were their boimdanes defined, 
that the busmess of the one was not unfrequently trans- 
ferred to the other 

Other transactions respectmg the employment of troops, 
and the government of terntory, lequned additions to 
the system of committees, when the Company afterwards 
became conqueiors and nilers But of these it "will be 
■time to speak when the events amve which produced 
them 

The chairmen, as the name imports, preside m the 
Comlis, whethei of directors or piopnetors , they are the 
organs of official commumcation between the , Company 
and other parties, and are by office members of all the 
committees 

The articles m which the export branch of the Indian 
trade has aU along consisted are bulhon, lead, quicksilver, 
woollen cloths, and hardwaie, of which the proportions have 
vaned at various times 

The official value of all the exports to India, for the year 
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BOOK rr 1708, tha ye*r in wfaid Ihe nnion of tlt« Companies 
cKAr I. TTts oampletodjoioeodad not .£00,915. Tha foliorring year 
~ it rose to £1GE^357 But liom Pit* it descended gradoaUj 

170«. tin, in the yew 1715, it amoented to no more than .£3<^7 
It made a atari, howevor in the toUerwing year) amj 
the medhun exportaikm for the first tventj years, aobse* 
(^oent to 1 03, was X9i,i81 per annum.' The arersgo 
annnal exportation of bfUhon during the same yean waa 
£-i4S,35a 

The artiolea of whloh the import trade of the But India 
Company chiefly cooUrtod, were calicoes and the other 
trorenmanafitcteires of India raw ailk,djiunoods, tca,por 
oelaln, p e pp er drugs, and aallpetre. The olBaial ralue of 
their importa In 1703 was £40^257 and their annoal aro 
rage importation for this and the nineteen foBowing yrm 
was £758,042. At that period, tbe official rains aasigneil 
to goods at tbe Oostom House differed not greatly from 
the real rahte and the atatemenU whieh hare been mado 
by tbe But India Company of tbe actual ralue of thdr 
exports and importa foraosne of those years, though not 
aoeordiog with the Custom House aecounta from year to 
year probably from their being madeuptoUlfferent periods 
in the year yet on a sum of sotctoI years pretty nearly 
oedoeida The bnaineas of aaJe is tronneted by the I^t 
India Company in thewoyof auetioo. On stated days, the 
gDodi,acc<^ag to the discretion of the Ihrectora, are put 
tip to aik at the India Uoose and tranafenrd to the highest 
bidder 

At first the Company bailt and owned theshipscmi lortU 
inthelrtrsda Put In the pr o gress and solidJrisiooofcotiH 
mercc, ehip^owning became a diiUnel branch of basine^’t j 
and the Company preferred the hirlngof ships, esUed char- 
tering. It «u In hired or ehaftered l>hIp^ acconlinglr 
that from this time tbs trade of the Comjany was chiefly 
conrtyedj and afewawlft-siUing cill«l 

more for the parpoeeoflnlelCgrncethanof freight, formed 
with some oceaiional ciceptioos, the only artleJc of ship- 
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pmg which they properly called their own This regulation BOOK lY 
set free a considerable portion of the funds or resources of chap i 

the Company, for direct traffic, or the simple transactions 

of buying and seUmg ' 1^08 

That part of the business of the Company which was 
situated in India, lvas distinguished by semal features 
which the peculiar circumstances of the country forced it 
to assume The sale, indeed, of the commodities imported 
fi om Europe, they transacted in the simplest and easiest 
of all possible ways , namely, by auction, the way m which 
they disposed of Indian goods m England. At the hegm- 
mng of this tiade, the English, as well as other European 
adventurei’s, used to cany their commodities to the mte- 
nor towns and markets, transportmg them in the hackenes 
of _the country, and estabhshed factories or warehouses, 
where the goods were exposed to sale During the confu- 
sion, however, which prevailed, while the empire of the 
Moguls , was in the progress of dissolution, the secunty 
■vyhich had formerly existed, imperfect as it was, became 
gfeatly impaired, and, shortly after the nmon of the two 
Compames, a rule was adopted, not to permit any of the 
persons in the Company’s semce, or under their jurisdic- 
tion, to remove fai into the inland country, without leave 
ohtamed from the Governor and Council of the place to 
which they belonged Accordmg to this plan, the care of 
distributing the goods mto the country, and of mtioducing 
them to the consumers, was left to the native and other 
mdependent tnbes 

For the purchase, collection, and custody of the goods, 
which constituted the freight to England, a complicated 
system of operations was reqmred. As the state of the 
country was too low m respect of civihsation and of wealth, 
to possess manufactuiers and merchants, on a large scale, 
capable of executmg extensive orders, and dehvenng the 
goods contracted for on pre-appomted days, the Company 
were under the necessity of employing their awn agents to 
collect throughout the coimtry, in such quantities as pre- 
sented themselves, the different articles of which the car- 
goes to Europe were composed Places of reception were 
required, in which the goods might be collected, and ready 
upon the arrival of the ships, that the expense of demur- 
1 IsintU bye-law of the Company, In Kussel’s Collection of Statutes 



10 HISTOBY OF BRJTIfln EvDU 

BOOK IV pigo might be reduced to its knrwt term*. 'WerehooseB 
csjLT I. 'were bi^; tnd tbeae^ with tbs oountirt^hcnisefl, tod other 
■ epartmenta for the tgeots ami baameae of the p in *'*, cce^ 

atitnted whot were called the factories of tho Oomiwnj- 
Under tho diaorderij and inaffiaont iTitem of goTenunent 
which prerailed in Indian deponta of p i op e rtj were ahrtjs 
exposed, either to the rapacity of the goremment, or 
under the wcoknesa of the goTennnent, to tho hands of 
depredators. It was always, therefore, nn object of impor> 
tance toboUd the faotones stroo^ and tokeepthoinmato 
armed, and disaplnked for self-defence, as po^ectly as dr^ 
cumetancea woold admit At an early penod, the Cmpany 
eren forbfied those atatloos of their tnde and maintained 
prcfeaaloQil troope, as often as the negligence permitted, or 
the assent could bo obtained, of tho tioga and goremora of 
tho oounbrlea in whidi they wore placed. 

Of tho commoditks collected for tho F u ropean market, 
that port, tho aoqoialtion of which was attended with 
greot^t ranoty of opoatioDa, was the prodoce of the locm 
The vearera, like the other bborioua danes of InOU, kro 
in the lowest stage of porerty being always redaceJ to the 
bore mftmi of the mort scanty sob^tmet!. They must at 
oUUmea, therefore, befamnhed with the tnairriali of their 
wor k , or tho means of purchaslog them and with anbaiv 
tence while the piece la under tbeir hands. To transact In 
ihta manner with each particular wearer to watch him that 
be may not sell the fabrio which hn employer bos enabled 
him to prodaea, and to proride a large aopply Is a wort of 
infinite detail, and gireo capJoyment to a malUtodsof 
agenta. The European functionary who,iacachdatrict,ls 
the head of aa much baameia as it Is ropiKwcd that he eao 
Bupenntend, has first Lis banyan, or native secretary 
thruoghwbam tbewboloof the tosineasUcoodarteJ tho 
bojiyan hires a species of broker called a gonauhtah, at 
ro much a month the gocnashtah repairs to the aumng, 
or maaaiclnnDg town whkh ia aeaqroed as bU sU len, 
and there fixen open a habitation, which he cai!i hii 
cutchery ho is prurided with a aetboeot number ef | eon* 
a sort of armed perranla, and hirtaraha, meaw ng efs or IH- 
ter carrieis, by his empkiycT thtto lo Imnv^trlj de- 
spatches about the place tosommen to him ihoddUl* 
pjclfsand wcaTcrs the Jallile and jydtrs are two Kti cf 
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brokers , of ■wboni tbo pycS,rs are the lowest, transacting BOOK IV 
the business of detail with the weavers , the dalltls again cuat i 

transact business with the pycArs the gomashtah transacts 

with the dallflls, the banyan with the gomashtah, and the 
Company’s European servant with the banyan The Com- 
pany’s servant is thus five removes from the woikman , and 
it may easily be supposed that much coUusion and trick, 
that much of fraud towards the Company, and much of 
oppression towards the weaver, is the consequence of the 
obscurity which so much comphcation imphes ‘ Besides 
his banyan, there is attached to the European agent a mo- 
hurrer, or clerk, and a cash-keeper, with a sufficient allow- 
ance of peons and hucaiahs ^oug with the gomashtah is 
despatched in the first instance as much money as suffices 
foi the fiist advance to the woavei, that is, as suffices 
to pui chase the materials, and to affoid him subsistence 
durmg part at least of the tune m which he is engaged 
with the woik The cloth, when made, is collected in a 
warehouse, adapted foi the purpose, and called a kottah 
Each piece is marked with the weaver’s name , and when 
the w'hole is finished, or when it is convement foi the go- 
mashtah, he holds a Xottah, as tho busmess is called, when 
each piece is examined, tho jince fixed, and tho money due 
upon it paid to the weaver This last is tho stage at which 
chiefly tho mjustice to the workman is said to take place , as 
he IS then obliged to content himself with fifteen oi twenty, 
and often thirty or forty per cent less than his woik would 
fetch m the market This is a species of traffic which could 
not exist but where the rulers of the country weie favour- 
able to the dealer, as everythmg, howevei, which increased 
the productive powers of the labomera added duectly m 
India to the income of the lailers, then piotection was but 
seldom demed 

The business of India was at this time undei the govern- 
ment of three Presidencies, one at Bombay, another at 

1 Tho ohstinato adhcronco of tho natives to their established enstoms, ren- 
ders It not easy to quit tho trade ■which on any occasion tliej have formed , 
and, under tlie ipioranco of their manners and chometor, 'which dlstinguislics 
the greater proportion of tho Companj-’s servants, it -would bo mischievous to 
attempt It. Wlicrc tho agent, however, la intelligent, and acquainted witli tho 
language and manners of tlio people, ho does aimpllfj and improve tho bnsi- 
ness to a certain degree , and were it performed bj men who had an Interest 
to establish themselves in tho country, and who -would moke it a business. It 
■would gradually acquire that rational form -which the interest of a rational 
people would recommend 
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BOOK IT lltdrM, «id $. third at CaloatU, of which the l«t had 
cttAT L been created ao lately u the jmr I "^7 the boifne* at 
~ " GJeutta bMTiug, HB that time, been ctmdacted under the 
goremment of the PreaideDCT' of iladraa. These Preii 
dencaea had as jet zu> dependence upon one another 
wu aheolote within its own UmiU, and leaponnble oolj 
to the CompODj in Enghod. A Pretidencj was compoaed 
of a Premdeot op Qoreroor and a Cooncil both api«lct<d 
It* oommiaBlon of the Oampanj The conned was not anj 
fiaed nombeiv bat dolemdned bj the riewa of the Direc- 
tor*; being aometimeanin^ and socnetimestwel re, according 
to the presumed importance or extent of the bnsinett to 
be p erform ed. Tho hfemben of the Conned wore the 
suparior serrants to Iheofrii or noO'CrOitarj cUs^ pro* 
mobed according to the nde of aoniorftj nnleas where 
dlreotloos from home presonhed ahorratkn. All power 
was lodged in the President and CoudcD jolotlj nor could 
antihlog be tmnssofed, except bj a msjoritj of rote^ 
TTbon aoj mao became a ruler be was not howerer de- 
barred from subordinate fonctlona and the members of 
coundi, bj natural eonaequencev distributed alt the most 
Joentire offices among themselna.* Of the offices which 
asj man held, that which was the chief source of his gain 
failed not to bo the chief object of his altentlon an«l the 
bustoess of the Coundh the dotlea of gOTernlng, d«l net. 
In general, engross the greatest part of the atudj and care 
of a Member (rfCouDcfl It seldom, if erer happened, that 
ItMOS moroof the Member* of Cooncil were not appointed 
as diiels of the more important factories under the rrt-U 
denoj ami bj thdr abienco, wm? pot disqusnfled fur 
assUting in the dcliberalioci of the porerning bodj 
The IrresUtiblo motire thus afforded to th* persons 
latrusfeJ with the gomnment, to neglect Ibo ludnewi 
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of government, occupied a lugli rank among the causes to BOOK IV 
■which the defects at that time in the management of the chap r 

Company’s affairs in India may, doubtless, he ascribed 

Not'withstanding the equahty assigned to the votes of all 
the Members of the Councd, the influence of the President 
yvaa commonly sufficient -to make the decisions agreeable to 
his mchnation The appointment of the Members to the 
gainful offices after -which they aspired, was in a conside- 
rable degree subject to his determination , while he had it 
in his power to make the situation even of a member of the 
Council so uneasy to him, that his continuance in the ser- 
vice ceased to be an object of desire Under the notion of 
supporting authonty, the Company always lent an un-wil- 
Img ear to complamts brought by a subordinate agamst his 
superior, and in the case of councilmen disposed to com- 
plmn, it seldom happened, that of the transactions in which 
they themselves had been concerned, a portion was not unfit 
to be revealed 

The powers exercised by the Governor or President and 
Council, were, m the first place, those of masteis m regard 
to servants over all the persons who were in the employ- 
ment of the company , and as the Company were the sole 
master, -without feUow or competitor, and those under 
them had adopted them service as the business of their 
hves, the power of the master, in reahty, and in the ma- 
jority of cases, extended to almost everything valuable -to 
man "With regard to such of their countiymen, as were 
not m their service, the Company were armed -with powers 
to seize them, to keep them m confinement, and send them 
■to England , an extent of authonty which amounted to 
confiscation of goods, to imprisonment, and what -to a 
European constitution is the natural effect of any long 
confinement under an Indian climate, actual death * At 
an early period of the Company’s history, it had been 
deemed necessary to mtrust them -with the powers of 
martial law, for the government of the troops which they 
maintained in defence of their factories and presidencies ; 
and by a charter of Charles II^ granted them m 1661, the 
Presidents and Councds m their factories were empowered 

1 Close imprisonment, debarring a prisoner from air, light, and exercise alto- 
gether, has probablj never been inflicted in India by an English government, 
and its effects, even if it had been, vronld not be necessarily more injurious to 
life than s imil ar treatment elsenhere — W 



10 


mSTORT OP BRITISU INDU 
BOOK IV wttled In Indk, Frenoh, Dutch, »nd Portugu»e and 
ctur I. p*rU7 *t Zaast 4fc Bombay- and Surat, of “Ibpwei, Of pcrw 

Boca whom wo may denominate Indo-Portugueea, dthcr 

1“08. the mked produoe of Portoguceo and Tnd?»T^ I»ronta, or 
oonTartj to the IVrtagueao from the Indian Wth, Thcao 
were troope dlaoiplined and uniformed bealdee whom, 
the natirea veie already to a email extent, employed by 
the Ompany In military aendee, and called Sepoye, from 
the Irw l tttu term Slpehl, ct^ndent to aotdler They ire r e 
made to nee the tnoaket, but remained chiefly armed in 
the fashion of the ooantiy vith award and target they 
irore the Indian dreai, the torhan, eabey or rest, and loog 
drawen and were prorkled with natire oScen according 
to the omtoci of tho co untr y ; hut nlUnutely all under 
KnglHh oommaod. It had not ai yet been attempted to 
train them to the European dladplLoe, in which It was 
poatfble to rtmder them eo expert and steady but con 
dderahle aerrioe was doilied from them ) and coder the 
coodoet of Eorc^eeLa leodm they were found capable of 
facing danger with great oonaU^ and ftnene^ 
at thta thne was the arenge nomher at each presidency 
ii not particoUrly atated. It la mentkmed, that at the 
time i^en the preddeocy waa estahliihed at Calcutta In 
1707 an effort was made to augment the garrison to 
300 mem 

Ihe President was ths organ of eoTtespondence by 
letter or otherwise, with the country powers. It restisl 
with htna to cocnmcnleate to the Coundl the account of 
what be thus transacted, at anytime and fa any f > 1 x 0 , 
which he deemed expedient and from this no slight ac> 
ceosion to his power was derired. 

The eereral dencminatloni of the Company s serrsnU 
In India were writers, fsetori, junior merchsnU, and 
aenlor mcrchaoU the budne^ of the wnters, m the 
term, in eom# degree. Imports, was that of clerhln?. with 
the isferfor deUfls of eommen*/ arid when domfnloo 
nceecded,of goremment. In tho capadly of writers they 
remained during fire yeaim. Thefliitpreioj^cm was to the 
rank of factor } the next to that of junior merchant j la 
each of which the period of aerrice was three yrara Af 
ter this extent of aerrice they became senior nKirhtnU 
And out of tho class of senior mcrchaaU srerc taken by 
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semonty the members of the CoubciI, and Tvben no par- 
ticular appointment mterfered, even the presidents them- 
selves ' 

Shortly after the first great era, m the history of the 
British commerce mth India, the nation vas dehvered 
from the destructive burden of the long war with France 
which preceded the treaty of Utrecht and though the 
accession of a new family to the throne, and the resent- 
ments which one party of statesmen had to gratify agamsb 
another, kept the mmds of men for a time m a feverish 
aimety, not the most favourable to the persevermg studies 
and pursmts on which the triumphs of industry depend, 
the commerce and the wealth of the nation made lapid 
advances The town of Liverpool, which was not formed 
mto a separate pansh till 1699, so rapidly mcreased, that 
m 1716 a new pansh, with a church, was elected , and it 
doubled its size between 1690 and 1726 The town of 
Manchester mcreased m a similar proportion, and was 
computed m 1727 to contam no less than 50,000 inhabit- 
ants the manufactures of Birmingham, which thirty 
years before was httle more than a village, are stated as 
givmg maintenance at that time to upwards of 30,000 
mdividuals " In 1719, a patent was granted to Sir Thomas 
Lombe, for his machme for throwmg silk, one of the first of 
those noble efforts of mvention and enterpiase which have 
raised this coimtry to unnvalled emmence m the useful 
arts The novelty and powers of this machine, the model 
of which he is said to have stolen from the Piedmontese, 
into whose manufactories he mtroduced himself m the 
guise of a common workman, excited the highest admira- 
tion , and its parts and performances aie descnbed to us 
by the historians of the time with cunous exactness , 
26,686 wheels, 97,476 movements, which worked, 73,726 
yards of organzine silk by eveiy revolution of the water- 
wheel, 318,604,960 yards m one day and a mght a smgle 
water-wheel givmg motion to the whole machme, of which 
any separate movement might be stopped without ob- 
structmg the rest , and one fire commvmicatmg warmth 
by heated air to every part of the manufactoiy, not less 

I See Nintt Report, Select Committee, 1783, p II 

- Anderson’s HIstorj of Commerce, Anno 1727 
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HISTOBT OF BRinsn HfDIA 


BOOK rv ihtn tto eighth pert of 4 rpOw In length.* London ira* 
ottir I. increeiod Kvend noir poriehet. And from tho jror 
— 1708 to the jeer 1790^ the hoporta of Greet BnUIn, eo- 
1^08-3. cording to the roloetlon of the cuetom-bonK, h»d in 
oreoeed from 4,®6^C834 to 7 »8£^O10t j the eijwrte from 
6^/>69i to lL074,l3a/* 

During thi* period of national proep cri ty tho importi 
of tho £iurt India Oxnpnnj rose from 409^71, the fmpor 
ietion of 170^ to 1^6^709^^ the importation of 1~30. Bnt 
iius other tod Dot the least important, the export branch 
of the Componj ■ trade, exhibited anothcTT rcaolt Aa the 
exportation of tho year 1“06 was exceedingly small, com- 
pel vith that of I ® and the foiloiring yron, it is fair 
to toko an average of four yeera from 1“0C to 1“00 (two 
With a two an Increased oxportationX jvodudng 

l05,7Ti The exportation of the year 1 730 WTW 139,484/. 
while that of IDO was 1C»,337/.J that of 1 10, l£0,ai(V 
Ihatofnz iair4f and that of 1712, 14£,aav 

With regard to tho rate of prodt, during this period, or 
the real adrontago of the lodiin trade, the Cotnpanr for 
part of the year 1 0^ dlrided at the rate of fire per cent, 
per annum to the proprietom open 3,133,300^ of capital 
for the next year eight for cent for the tiro foUowing 
yeoTB, nine per cent and thence to the year ITIH ten per 
cent per annum, Inlhoyesrl 17 they fold chrnJctHhi on 
a capstal of 3^0 J (MU, ot the same rate of ten per cent 
per annam, and so on till tho yanr 1 *3 Tliat ^ ear the 
dirideixl was reduced to eight jwr cent per annum, at 
which rsto it continued till tho year 1 D-. 

In tho year 1 !£, on the petition of the Omiptny tho 
period of their exclosire trsdo was exlenJiHl Ly act of 
perUsmeot from the year 1 ^ to which 1 y the lint rrgn 
lotioo it stood cnnBued, to the year l"33, with the mual 
aDowaneo of three years t r rwUee should their j ririlegeJ 
be withdrawn. 

In the year 1*10, they oLtaineil a proclamatioo s-^ntt 
ioterJoperi. Their compels it secm.% were occs.m'ujw/ 
by the enterprise* of LnUsh suljects tri'linj to Indj 
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under foreign commissions As this proclamation an- 
swered not the wishes of the Company, nor deteiTed their 
coimtiymen fiom seeking the gains of Indian traffic, even 
through all the disadvantages which they mcuried by m- 
tnisting their property to the protection of foreign laws, 
and the hdelity of foreign agents , they wei e able, in 1718, 
to procure an act of parhament foi the pumshment of all 
such competitoi-s British subjects, trading from foreign 
coimtnes, and under the commission of a foreign govern- 
ment, were declared amenable to the laws for the protec- 
tion of the Company’s nghts , the Company were authorized 
to seize merchants of this description when foimd within 
their hmits, and to send them to England, subject to a 
penahty of 5001 for each offence • 

The Company’s present alarm for their monopoly arose 
from the establishment for trading with India, which 
under the authority of the Emperoi, was formed at his 
port of Ostend Aftei the peace of Utrecht, which be- 
stowed the Netherlands upon the house of Austiia, the 
people of those provinces began to breathe from the 
distractions, the tjTanny, and the wars which had so long 
wasted then fruitful country Among other projects of 
improvement, a trade to India was fondly embraced Two 
ships, after long preparations, sailed from Ostend m the 
year 1717, under the passports of the Empeior, and 
several more soon followed then example The India 
Companies of Holland and England were m the highest 
degree alarmed , and easily commumcated their fears and 
agitations to their respective governments These govern- 
ments not only expostulated, and to the highest degree of 
importumty, with the Emperor himself, but, amid the 
important negotiations of that diplomatic penod, hardly 
any interest was more earnestly contended for m the dis- 
cussions at the courts both of Pans and Madrid “ The 
Dutch captured some of the Ostend East India ships 
The Emperor, who dreamed of an mundation of wealth 
from Indian trade, persevered in his purpose , and granted 
his commission of reprisal to the merchants of Ostend 

* Anderaon s History of Commerce, aj) IVI6 ond 1713, and Collection of Stc- 
tntes 

* See Code’s Memoirs of Sir Rotcrt and Lord Walpole, and Hlstorj^ of the 
Honsc of Austria, ad annas 
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HISTOEr OF BBITISU DTDIA 


BOOK IV Id tte ttcginnlog of 1720 tbfly sect no fnrcr tli*n sli tw* 
cnA^ fc Bab to Indifl, and as man/ the year that foDotred. Tho 

Engiiali Ea*t India Oompnnj presaed tho Gorcmment rrith 

rexwwwd tarroTB and compZaintjt They aborted that, not 
only tho capital, mth irtiieb the trade iraa carried on, iraa 
to a great degrw fatniahed by British wibjocta, Imt the 
imdo and narigotion wens oo^aotod by men vbo had 
been bred tq) in the trade and narigation of the British 
CcuDpany liey proonrod, In 1721, another act of pariia- 
jnent, enforting the penalities already enacted ; and as this 
alsofdled in prododog the intended edbota, another ^ 
TTaapaoed in tho apnngofl"f3 prohibiting foreign axl- 
v eutuj e a to India, under the penality of triple tho mm 
embarked deolanng all British aabjeots foo^ in India 
and not in the eerri^ or imder the license of the Es.it 
India Company guilty of o high mUdemfenonr aixl em 
powering the Cotnpai^ to acfacD, and send them home for 
punishment,' The Emperenr had been importaued, br tho 
adrcnlaren of Ottend, for a charter to make them an rs 
ehuire company bot, onder the notion of aaring ip* 
pcannccs in aome tiUle degree with England and noltand, 
or the maritime powera, as ther were called in tho dipio* 
mallo Lmguago of the day be hod injaced them to trade 
under pawpoks as iodirjdoal& In the month of August, 
hoTcrer oflTS^the charter was granted in IrM than 
twmlr-four boars the auhecriptioo-booka of tho Ownpaay 
writ) uQed up and in lees than a month the sham w ere 
add at a premium of fifteen per cent hotwithstaivhng 
tho rirolent oppontioo of all the other nalloni, already 
engaged in the Indian trader the Oitecd Company cijio- 
nenced the greaUat socceae. At a meetlcgof i'rox»rietors 
in I“*C, tho rcmalnlog Instalment oo the TOlacnjrtlotw, 
equal to adiridrolofUiIrty-threeainl cnc^thlrd per cent, 
WM paid up from the gain* of the tnJe Bat by |hl* lime 
poiitjcal djfQcultim pmaied nnon the Emperor lions 
abandoned br hia otsJr afly the King of bi«lo, tivl rp- 
poeed by a triple fniane* of krinee Ln^Und^anJ Ihd-ini 
To giro latisJaclhio to tU* potent corfoJerscT and to ob- 
tain their support to the pfogoistic fanctleo, or the p»- 
runtoo of his doraintei* In his dm^hler and caily child, Le 
subxnlttfd lo aicrifico the Oilend Ootapaay To «t« sp- 
iSO««.Le.St| TC»« tc. Ill SC*fcI.c.K. 
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pearances, and consult the impenal dignity, notlnng was BOOK lY 
stipulated in words, except that the business of the Ostend chap i 

Company should he suspended foi seven years , hut aU men 

imderstood that, in this case, suspension and extmction 1708-23 
were the same 

By the act of 7 Geo I c 5, the Company were authorized 
to borrow money on them common seal, to the amount of 
the sums lent hy them to government, if not heyond the 
sum of five millions steihng m the whole They were 
permitted, however to borrow solely fox the pmposes of 
then* trade They were expressly interdicted fiom re- 
ceiving moneys m any of the capacities of a banker , and 
for that purpose several lestnctive clauses were inserted 
in the act ; they were not to borrow any sums payable on 
demand, or at a shorter date than six months , they were 
not to discount any bills , or to keep books or cash for any 
persons sole or corporate, or otherwise than for the red 
business of the Company * 

When the Company commenced operations in India, 
upon the new foundation on which their affairs were placed 
by the grand aiTangements m 1708, Shah Aulum, succes- 
sor of Aunmgzeb, was Emperor of the Moguls His se- 
cond son Azeem-oos-Shaun had been appointed Viceroy of 
Bengal before the death of Aurungzeb , and having bent his 
chief attention to the amassmg of a treasure, against the 
impending contest between the competitors for the throne, 
he accepted the bribes of the company, and granted them 
proportional privileges Under bis authonty they had 
purchased, m 1698, the Zemmdarship of the three towns 
of Sutanutty, Calcutta, and Govmdpoie, with their dis- 
tricts When Azeem-oos-Shaun left Bengal to assist his 
ather, m the war which ensued upon the death of Aunmg- 
zeb, he left his son Eerokhser his deputy In 1712 Shah 
Aulum died, Azeem-oos-Shaun lost his hfe m the struggle 
For the succession , and Eerokhser, by the help of two able 
chiefs, the Syed brothers, gamed the thione The govern- 
ment of Bengal now devolved upon Jafi&er Khan, and the 
company expenenced a change This chief of Tartar ex- 
traction, was bom at Boorhanpore, in the Deccan, and rose 
to emmence m the latter part of the reign of Aurungzeb, 
by whom he had been appointed dewan (or comptroller of 

1 Collection of Statutes, p 60 
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BOOK IV the rereiraM) of BengaL It vou2d appear that ho'wta ikk 
caiAp L Tntnnted, bjr Shah to tho ncerojmltjr of Bengal, 

■ Bhortl/ after his ttfOMrion to the throDo hot it ia probable 

that, daring the abort reign of that prince, the appouit 
meat nerer took place an, at the time of hb death, 
Ferokhser ims in poaMMon of the province. Upon tho 
dqiarture, h o rever of Ferokhaer to ascend the imperial 
throne, JafBer Khan waa inveeted mth entlro anthoritjr ea 
anbtthdar of Bengal aitd the Engilah Compan/ along vith 
hia other Bob,^octa, began apcedilj to feel the eOeota of his 
severe and oppresalro admhibtmtioo.^ 

In 1713, the firwt joar of the re/gn of Ferokhaer tho 
President of Calcutta applied to the Oomponj at home for 
leave to aend an embaa^ with a bandaoise present, to the 
Mogol darbar in hopes of obtaining greater protection 
and prlrOegw. Two of the Oompenj^a factors, under tho 
dlro^on of an .hnnenian merchant, named Snhand, act 
oot for Delhi and the Emperor who had rvcelred tho 
most mogoifieent account of the pecsenbi of which thej 
were tho bairen, ordered them to be escorted I 7 tho 
gorernon of the provinces throogh wbleh ihejr were to 
paas 

Tbe 7 arrived at the capital on the eighth of July 171S 
after a journey of three months i and, in pursuance of 
the adrice whidi had bees received at Calcutta, applied 
themselves to gain the protection of Khan Dowran,* a 
nobleman In favour with the Emperor and in the intemt 
ofEmlrJomhL IVhateveT was promoted by the interest 
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Ttm. Tar an Utt narli rSa tnaairUM tetba Sfttbh hi tadU br Mr I* 
rriM M W VM (KTvrat u laacti thal ha rvlahnt ha m an^aaSUrd an 
y« t» lf*l yara ail »afagf4,a*4 MifftaJart aa arttra tvmtfrmitre* Ui 
tbm I a»l bt Mta CkDc^ a«a aC Max ralaaU* poMIc Ba4 ral>af Ora 
t al l la tbt CagTHb Uon«cai hal b U mSrat tul K* m ha LirkaUJa* i 
aed.«aaaiTarat]r khl MaetaM ta vTlntasam bilr»itkh H iuarrrard 
tfama ctic** vanJr ladUa i thmfaa ha b hr aa aamM ub mjO-tvt 
ba caaLtUSfl/ talvtatn haMt, a»2 raaSraati m 4 rrratL. ku 

Sawraav Iha aaM aeuia »J4n>M ahaaa ha nQ hxtha 
CuratTanh. aa4 hrtUn tha »la**TrMat tChaa SjH hruhrr t* D.* Mt>rf 
kara fKaca t aat. ha h art^ — ha tba iiwa rflla tgharrflrfaak^r* UkM, 
«Un4Ajllhch.ha<Jaamal|tlrh.*ahtrar kl)«.aM ha hara aa haT*a 
uat ran th tka rraen af tkb hira« ha amr« W* haaaWfa 

aaTaUitarlan«,baach»Maaf«vala Aarah(nha*i*irtrnN>rt,IK. Tt4 
BaJa^hat.Llll.— W 
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EMBASSY TO THE MOGUL COUBT. 

of Emir Jumla vras opposed by that of tbe vizir Tbe BOOK IV 
mfliience also of Jaffiei Khan "VTas exerted to defeat an chip i 

appbcation, 'whicb tended to abndge bis authority, and 

impeach his government The embassy and costly pre- 1708-23 
sent of the Company were doomed to imperial neglect, 
had not an accident, over which they had no control, and 
the virtue of a xiubhc-spinted man, who preferred their 
mterest to his own, opened an avenue to the grace of 
Eerokhser The intemperance of that piince had commu- 
mcated to him a secret disease, from which the luvmy of the 
harem does not always exempt Under the unskilfiil treat- 
ment of Indian physicians, the disorder lingered and the 
Emperor’s impatience was augmented, by the delay which 
it imposed upon the celebration of his marriage with the 
daughter of the Eaja of Jodpore A medical gentleman of 
the name of Hamilton accompanied the embassy of the 
Enghsh Company The Emperor was advised to make 
trial of his skiU a cure was the speedy consequence The 
Emperor commanded his benefactor to name his own 
reward and the generous Hamilton sohcited pnvdeges for 
the Company ‘ The festival of the marriage, however, en- 
sued , durmg which it would not have been decorous to im- 
portune with business the imperial mind', and six mouths 
elapsed before the ambassadors could present their peti- 
tion It was delivered in January, 1716, and prayed, t 
“ that the cargoes of Enghsh ships, wrecked on the Mogul’s 
coast, should be protected from plunder , that a fixed sum 
should be received at Surat in heu of all duties , that three 
villages, contiguous to Madras, which had been granted 
and again resumed by the government of Arcot, should be 
restored m perpetuity, that the island of Dm, near the 
port of Masuhpatam, should be given to the Company, for 
an annual rent , that all persons in Bengal, who might be 
mdebted to the Company, should be delivered up to the 
presidency on the first demand , that a passport {dustuch, 
in the language of the country), signed by the president of 
Calcutta should exempt the goods which it specified from 
stoppage or exammation by the ofiicers of the Bengal 

1 This incident is related ivlth some additional circumstances by Scott, History 
of Anrnngzebe’s Successors, p 139 Irom the manner in nhlch ho speaks 
of the Emperor’s disease (he speaks ^ery ragnely), he appears not to have 
thought it of the sort irhich Is generall j represented the question Is of small 
Importance 



£4 mSTOEY OF BBITIBn IXDIA 

BOOK IV goTcnunent and that the Companj should he pcrmltled 
OUT I. to purchaee the Zemlndatahip of thlrty-wreD town*, in 
the saiDo nttnner u they had been anthoriicd bj Axetm- 
l"06-38. oo5-Shoim to purdtiaee Calcntta, Suttanuttr and Qorind- 
pore Ihe poirer of the vixir conld defeat the grants of 
tho Emper o r himaelf and he disputed the principal 
arbclea. Repeated appCcatrom ^rere made to the fWu 
peror and at Inst tho nxir gave sray when mandates w e re 
isaned confirm tog all the pnrilegei for which the petition 
had prajed. Tothe diaappointmentjbowrrer andgnefof 
the ambaaBadora, the mandatca were not under tho teals of 
tho Emperor but onlj tboee of the vizir the oathoritv of 
which the distant vioeroTV would be sure to dispute. It was 
reaolred to remonstrate, bow doLcate eoever the grouDd on 
which thej most tread and to aohdt mandates to which 
the highest aatbontj ahonld bo attached. It wu now the 
mouth of April, 1710, when tho Emperor at the bend of 
an expedition against ibe Selha, began his march towards 
Xiihora ho choice remained Irat to follow tho ounp. 
The campaign was tedious. It beigbtesed the diascasioni 
* between the larouritea of the Emperor and the vizir \ the 
ambas^ora found their dlfBculties increased an<! cen* 
tempkted a long and probably a frolUesH negotiation, 
when they were odnsed to bnbe a favourite eunn^ In tho 
•eragiki. ho sooner was tho money paid than tho vldr 
himself appeared eager to aeoomplish their designs, and 
tho patenbi wero iwued under the highest anthority 
There waa a secret, of whldi the eunn^ had node his 
advantage. The factory of Sural, having lately been ojw 
pretsed by tho Mogul governor and oHicrrs, had Le« 
withdrawn by the IVeriJmcy of Bombay as not worth 
maintnining . It was recoUrcted by the ilognls, that, in 
consequence of opiTesskm, tho factory of Surat had ooce 
before been withdrawn Immediately after which an 
Engiiih fleet had appeared had swept the sea of Mogul 
Bhljw, and Inflicted a deep wound upon the ilognl ttea 
Bury A ahnUar vUitatloo waa now regarded as a eer* 
♦■In conaeqnence and, a* many valoaUe ships of the 
Moguls were at tea, the event was deprecated with nnv 
portlocil ardour This hitelUgenco waa transmltteo to 
the mnneh, br bis friend tho victre^ of Quzerah Tho 
eunuch knew what effect it would prodoco upon tbo mind 
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of the VIZIT , obtained his bribe fiom the English and BOOK IV 
then commiinicated to the nzir the expectation prevalent chat i 

in Guzerat of it, hostile visit from an Enghsh fleet The 

vizir hastened to prevent such a calamity, by grantmg l”08-23 
satisfaction The patents were despatched , and the am- 
bassadors took leave of the Emperor in the month of July 
1717, two years after their arnval 

The mandates in favour of the Company produced their 
full efiect m Guzerat and the Deccan but m Bengal, where 
the most important privileges were conceded, the subah- 
dar, or nabob as he was called by the Enghsh, had power to 
impede their operations The thirty-seven towns which the 
Company had obtamed leave to pm chase, would have given 
them a district extending ten miles fiom Calcutta on each 
side of the nver Hoogley, where a number of weaiers, 
subject to their own jmisdiction, might have been esta- 
blished. The viceroy ventured not diiectly to oppose the 
operation of an impenal mandate , but his aiitbority was 
sufficient to deter the holdeis of the land from disposmg 
of it tQ the Company , and the most important of the ad- 
vantages aimed at by the embassy was thus prevented The 
nabob, however, disputed not the authority of the Resi- 
dent’s dustucks, a species of passport which entitled the 
merchandise to pass from duty, stoppage, or inspection , 
and this immunity, from which the other Emopean 
traders were excluded, promoted the vent of the Company’s 
goods 1 

The trade of the Company’s servants occasioned another 
dispute Besides the busmess which the factors and agents 
of the Company were engaged to perform on the Company’s 
account, they had been allowed to carry on an independent 
traffic of their own, for their own profit Every man had 
in this manner a double occupation and pursmt , one for the 
benefit of the Company, and one for the benefit of himself 
Either the mattention of the feebly interested Directors of 
a common concern had overlooked the premium for neg- 
lecting that concern, which was thus bestowed upon the 
mdividuals intrusted with it m India , or the shortness of 
their foresight made them count this neglect a smaller evil 
than the additional salaries which their servants, if de- 
barred horn other sources of emolument, would probably 
1 Onne, Hist at sapra, il 20 — 25 
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BOOK IT reqnlre. The Prwtdent of OnlcuttB grantfd tui dtalnck* 
cttir L for protectiDf from the datiei and t*ie« of the nttjTe 
goTontment, iwfc only the goodi of the Company but tl»o 
IT** the goods of the Oomponj^ aerTants and pcwJWy tho 
ofBoeri of that goT«mm*nt wcro too htUe acqaaint4?d with 
the internal afikfra of their £ogluh visitanLs to remark the 
(lotinotion. Ihe Company had appropriated to thenuelre* 
in all its branches, tho trade between India and the mothar 
country ^elr aerranta worn thus confined to what was 
called ‘Hhe country trader" or that from one port of India to 
another This conaUted of two branchea, huriUme and 
inland t either that which was carried on by ships from one 
port of India to another and from theportaof India to the 
other ooontriea In the adjacent seas or that which was 
earned on by land between one town or prorince and ano 
ther ^Vbcn tho dastuckaof the President, Ihereforr were 
granted to the Gbmpany'a aerranta, they were ofles granted 
to protect from datiee, commodities, the produce of the 
kln^om itael^tn their pasaage by land fromofiedbtrietor 
pronnee to another Uda, Jaffier Kban, the rieeroy (In' 
dared It his Intention to prerent as a practice at once 
deatruotire to his rtreooe^ and roinous to the natire 
tradera, on whom bearydoUes were imposed and be com 
mandod the dnatneka of the Preaidrot to reeeire no respect, 
except for goods, either Imported by sea, or Farchase»l for 
expoitatiofL Tho Company lemonatrsted, Imt in rain, hor 
were thepreteruioosof thdraemuiU exempt fromnoplea' 
sant cooseqaencea as the pretext of exai^Qing whether 
the goods were really imported by tea, or really mean t for ex 
portatloo,oftcnprwlaccd those InlerferentTsoftheoIDccrBor 
rerena^ from which It was eo great a prirUego to be aared. 
Interrupted and distnrbed In their ei>dearoari to grasp 
the Inland trade the Compaaya aerranta directed their 
ardour to tho maritime branch and their superior akfll 
toon induced the merchants of the iTiwnee Moon, Arme- 
nians and Ilindoa, to frdghtmost of the good^ which they 
exported, on En^L h bottoms. ithin ten yean from tho 
penod of the ermbassy the aUppIng of the p^ of Cokutla 
ioercosed to iC^OOO tons. 

The year 1730 was dlaliirmished by transactions of er>«>- 
sldenhie raoment In tho history of the Compsnr In 
Tjigtand a pewaorerelgn had but lately a'C Coded tbs lhreo*| 
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an active and powerful Opposition made a greater use of BOOK IV 
the press, and moie employed the public mind as a power ouap i 

in the state, than any party which had gone before them , 

success rendered the tradmg interest enterpnsmg and high- ^ 

mmded, intellect was becoming every day more enhght- 
ened, more penetrating, more independent , and experience 
testified the advantages of freedom m all the departments 
of trade 

Though the gains of the East India Company, had they 
been exactly known, would not have piesented an object 
greatly calculated to inflame mercantile cupidity , yet the 
riches of India were celebrated as proverbially great , the 
boastmgs of the Company, in the representations they had 
made of the benefit denved to ,the nation from trading 
with India, had confirmed the popular prejudice , and a 
general opmion seems to have pi availed, that the British 
subjects at large ought to be no longer debarred from 
enrlchmg themselves m the trade which was invidiously, 
and, it seemed imprudently, reserved for the East India 
Company 

Three years were stiU unexpired of the penod of the 
Company’s exclusive charter yet the plans of those who 
desired a total alteration m the scheme of the trade were 
moulded mto form, and a petition, grounded upon them, 
was presented to the legislature so early as February, 

1730 

As the payment of 3,200,000? which the Company had 
advanced to government at an mterest of five per cent, 
was a condition prehnunary to the abolition of their ex- 
clusive privileges, the petitioners offered to lend to go- 
vernment an equal sum on far more favourable terms 
They proposed to advance the money in five mstalments, 
the last at Lady-day in 1733, the date of the expiration 
of the Company’s chaiter, roquinng, till that period, m- 
terest on the money paid at the rate of four per cent., but 
offering to accept of two per cent for the whole sum, 
from that time forward whence, they observed, a savmg 
would accrue to the pubhc of 92,000? per annum, worth, 
at twenty-five years’ purchase, 2,600,000? * 

' See a distinct summary of the proposals, and of the arpuments pro and 
con, in Anderson’s History of Commerce, a d 1730 I or the proceedings in 
Parliament, consnlt the Jonmals, with Coyer s Political State, and Hansard s 
Parliamentary Historj 
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BOOK IT For tlio more profltalilo management of thli branch of 
cnar l the nattonal afiaua, the following was the aohcmo which 

they proposed. They wtrald cooditato the anUcrlbcii to 

1"30. this onginal fcmd a oompony for the purpose of opening 
the trader in its moat faronihle shape, to the whole body 
of their oountrymen. It was not intended that the Com- 
pany should trade uxton a jomt stoch, and m their ooipo 
rate capaaty but that every tnnn in tho notion, who 
pleased, ahould trade in the way of pdrato adventure 
The Company were to have the charge of erecting and 
maintaining forts and eatablishments abroad { a^ for 
this, nnd for other expenses, attending what was called 
** the enlargement and p i e ae rv a tion of tho trwdo, it vaa 
proposed that they ehould recelre a duty of one per cent, 
on all oxporta to India, and of fire per oonL on all Imports 
from rt. For ensuring obedience to this and other rcgula 
tiooa, it should bo made lawful to trade to India only 
under the D cense of tho Coanpany And it was proposed 
V that thirty-one yoon, with years notice, ahould bo 

granted as the doratioo of the peculiar pririlegca. 

ft appears from thii account, that tho end which was 
proposed to bo answered, by inearporatlng such a com 
psny was the prceerratloo and erection of tho forts 
buildings, and other fixed estabbahmenta, reipilml fur 
the trade in Indlit This was its only use, or intent j for 
the busloMS of tradhij resigned to private hnmU, was to 
be carried on by the indJrlduala of the nation at large. 
And, if it were true, os it has been always maintoJo^ 
that for tho tradeof India, forts awl Cictotiesaro requisite 
of such a nature as no iodividual, or procarioos combina 
tion of indhiduxla. ia competent to provide this project 
offera peculiar cbltns to comidemUon and reepe^rt. It 
premised to supply that demand which has always been 
held forth, os p«uliar to Indian trade, as tho gm»d exi- 
gency which, (lisliogaishiDg the traffic with India from all 
other branches of trade, r^cml monopoly adTantagroai 
In pccAlur case, bew much aoerer proved to be la* 
junoua In othera. Whflo It provided for this real cr 
pretended want, It left the trado open to aD the adrtn- 
tages of private enterpiiae privato vigilance, private ■kill, 
and pnrato economy j lbs virtues by which todlriJtnln 
thrive and nations proeper and It afforded an Interest 
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to the proposed Company, in the careful discharge of its BOOK IV 
duty , as its profits ivere to inciease in exact propoidion chap i. 

mth the increase of the trade, and of course, ivith the 

facdities and accommodation by which the trade was 
promoted 

As no trade was to he earned on hy the Company, the 
source, whence dividends to the proprietoi’s would anse, 
was the mterest to he received from Government, and the 
duties upon the exports and imports and as the tem- 
torial and other duties belonging to the folds and esta- 
hhshments in India were deemed sufficient to defray the 
expense of those establishments, this source was desenbed 
as competent to yield an annual return of five or six 
jier cent upon the capital advanced Under absence of 
risk, and the low rate of interest at the time, this was 
deemed a sufficient inducement to subscribe Had the 
pernicious example, of lending the stock of trachng com- 
panies to Government, been rejected, a very small capital 
would have sufficed to fulfil the engagements of such a 
company , and either the gams upon it would have been 
uncommonly high, or the rate of duties upon the trade 
might have been greatly reduced 

The fnends of this proposition uiged , that, as the 
change which had taken place in the African trade, from 
monopoly to freedom, was allowed to have produced great 
national advantages, it was not to be disputed, that a simi- 
lar change m the India trade would be attended with 
benefits so much the greater, as the trade was more 
valuable , that it would pioduce a larger exportation of 
our own produce and manufactures to India, and create 
empleyment for a much greater number of ships and 
seamen , that it would greatly reduce the price of all 
Indian commodities to the people at home , that it would 
enable the nation to supply foreign markets with Indian 
commodities at a cheaper rate, and, by consequence^ to a 
larger amount , that new channels of traffic would thence 
be opened, m Asia and America, as well as m Europe , that 
a free trade to India would increase the produce of the 
customs and excise, and ‘'thereby lessen the national 
debt , ” that it would mtroduce a much more extensive 
employment of British shippmg from one part of India to 
another, from which great profit would arise , and that it 
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mSTOBY OF BRITISH I\DLA 

BOOK IT TCrtild prerent the c&tlon fttm beins depriTwi of tte re- 
cniT I. BoQTce* of tiwoe who,fwwaot ofpomxisticcn oroppottanlty 
' at home were dnren to employ thoir akfll aod capital to 

1”®® the lodum trade of other countnea. 

The atteotJoa of the naUoa Beema to hare been highly 
eicited Three petltiona irere preaented to the noose of 
Chmmona, from the merohantj, tmdera, fro, of tho three 
chief ]ilaoeB of foreign trade to Znghmd, Lotndon, Brutol, 
aod larerpool, m behalf of thcmaelrea aod all other Ilta 
Majeaty’a aubjccla, preying that tho trade to Indm might 
be hud open to tho nation at larg^ aod that they might 
bo heard by their connael at the lir of the Ilouae, Tbe 
preae, too, yielded a Tarlety of prodactiona, which com* 
pored with one another the syitema of monopoly aod free 
dom, and ahowed, orprotondrf to ahow the prefrrmce doe 
to the last. Thocgh competiUon might appeor to reduce 
the garni of indlndoala^ (t woold, by Ita ciplonog wga- 
city Ita riglhiQce, addr^ and economy oren with an 
equal capital, undoubtedly locreaao the roan of bcainen 
to other words, the annuil produce ; that is to sar the 
riches and proepenty of the ccimtjy The »uj*rlor eco- 
nomy the euporior deepoteh,tbe euperior totelligenee and 
1^ of pnrate odrenture, wbUo tber enalde the dealers to 
traffic on cheaper tertna, weto foood by experlenco toyleld 
a profit on the capital employed, not Inferior to what waa 
yielded by monojidy by the baiineas, for example of the 
East India Company, whose toridcTKls exceeded not nght 
per cenL tVltateTer waa gained the mononoUitog 
company to the high prices at ahich it was enabled to sell, 
or the low pncea at which it was enabled to bay »as oh 
loat by its dilatory negligent, and wasteful mana-*e- 
ment. This was oot prodnctloo, but the rererae; it 
was not ennehtog a nation, but prerenttog its being 
etmchcd ‘ 

The Company manifested their usual ardour in defence 
of the monopoly They magnified the importance of the 
trade i and asked If It was wise to ruk the loss of known 
adrantogei, of the greatest magnitude, to pursuit of others 


01r4yw1r^lS«N*<» •* O" t*»t 
U^UMrari •# Ditt Iwnif 

•cter «*snrWk tvtak^ »uts. s ». lTr> uux.}iX 
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vrlucb. -were only supposed , they alleged that it was envy BOOK IV 
which stimulated the exertions of their opponents , covet- chap i 

mg the gams of the Company, but unable to produce any 

mstance of misconduct, without going forty years back for 
the matenals of then mterested accusations the Com- 
pany employed an immense stock in trade, their sales 
amountmg to about thiee milhons yearly The customs, 
about ^300,000 per annum, for the service of Government, 
ought not to be sacnficed for less than a certainty of an 
equal supply , and the maintenance of the forts and fac- 
tories cost A300,000 a yeai Where, they asked, was the 
secuiity, that an open trade, subject to all the fluctuation 
of individual fancy, one yeai liable to he great, another to 
be smaU, would afibrd regularly an annual revenue of 
^600,000, foi customs and forts 1 By the competition of 
so many buyers in Indio, and of so many sellers m Europe, 
the goods would be so much enhanced m puce m the one 
place, and so much reduced in the other, that all profit 
would be destroyed, and the competitors, as had happened 
in the case of the rival compames, would end with a scene 
of geneiul nim 

Undei the mcreased espenence of succeeding times, and 
the progress of the science of national wealth, the argu- 
ments of the Company’s opponents have gamed, those of 
the Company have lost, a portion of strength To exagge- 
rate the impoitance of the Indian tiade , and, because it 
IS important, assume that the monopoly ought to remam, 

IS merely to say, that when a thing is important, it ought 
never to be improved , m things of no moment society 
may be allowed to make pi ogress , m thmgs of magmtude 
that iirogress ought ever to be strenuously and unbendingly 
opposed This argument is, mihappily, not confined to 
"the case of the East India Company Whoever has atten- 
tively traced the progress of government, will find that it 
has been employed by the enemies of impi ovement, at 
every stage , and only in so far as it has been disregarded 
and contemned, has the condition of man ascended above 
the misenes of savage hfe Instead of the maxim, “A 
thmg IS important, therefore it ought not to be improved,” 
reason would doubtless suggest that the more an^hmg is 
important, the more its improvement should be studied 
and pursued When a thing is of smaU importance, a 
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BOOS IV ftmall inctmvenisnce soffiee to tTWm/To tt® imrmH of 
csAPL it* improvement. When it is erf pert ImporUnce^ * peat 
— — ioocBiTenlence alone con bo allowed to produce t b"^- mj- 
1"^ happy effect. If it be sold, that ■where maoh 1* eiyoyeJt 
care shoold be taken to avoni its loai thta !■ merely 
to that men oo^t to be prodeni ; which it very 
true, bat surely aothoriaes no sneh inference, as im< 
prorement, in mattere of importance should bo alfray* 
opposed. 

The Company pitied the arpnnent, to errminste the 
srgoeia The objections to the mcoopoly were the impure 
and odious odspnng of avancuKu envy Bat, if tho motM> 
poly aa the oppooents said, was a bad thing, and free 
trade a good thing ; from whatever motive they spoke 
the good thing was to bo oih^ted, the evil to bo abtmncd 
The qaestioci of their motives was one thing tho truth or 
falsehood of their podtlflos another When tmih is spoken 
fromobad motlv*,iiisDolom ti^th ; nor is it leasrntiUed 
to its command over bonun action, than when it is spriken 
from the hnost motive which oin enter the htunan breast 
Jf otherwisot an iil-deogniog man would njc/ tho wonder 
ful powoc, by recommeoding a good course of aeticn to 
rgn def a bod one obligatory upon the hnman race. 

If os they argued, the £asi Intha Company had a Urgo 
stock in trade, that was no reason why the monopoly 
ehould remain. The capital of the merainlllo body of 
Great Britain was much giralcr than the capital of the 
V-cft India Compony and of that capital, wbalcTer ^iropor 
tiooeoaldilndaiDoreproillahle cmj^oyment in the Imltin 
trade, thwn in any othw branch of the natincal Industry 
the Indian trade would be sure to receive 

With regard to the ewnnnl eipcnse of Ihe forts and fac- 
tories, it iras aaaerted by the opponent* of the Cotnpiny 
and, as ftr as appears, wlthoat cootradielloo, that they 
defrayed their own eipcnso, and supported thetnsejm. 

As to the cttstoeni pohl by the East India Company all 
trade fold customs, mad if the Ibdian trade IncreaMd under 
the system of frredom, U woald pay a greater amoonl of 
custoens It paid before j if it decreased, the cajdtal 
DOW employed in B wtiold seek another dettlaat i on, ami 

JUT custom* and taxes bi the second channel as wrO as U» 

first. To lay alrcas npoa the cuitoms jrtd by tho Com 
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pany, unless to take advantage of the gross ignorance of a BOOK IV 
minister, or of a parliament was absurd. chap t 

The argument, that the competition of free trade would 

make the merchants buy so dear m India, and sell so cheap 
in England, as to ruin themselves, however depended upon, 
was contradicted by expenence What hindered this effect^ 
m trading with France, m trading with Holland, or any 
other country 1 Or what hmdered it in every branch of 
busmess withm the kmgdom itself? If the two East India 
Compames rmned themselves by competition, why reason 
from a case which bore no analogy whatsoever to the one 
imder contemplation , while the cases which exactly cor- 
responded, those of free trade, and boundless competition, 
led to a conclusion directly the reverse If two East India 
Compames rmned one another, it was only an additional 
proo^ that they were mehgible instruments of commerce 
The rum proceeded, not from the nature of competition, 
but the circumstances of the competitors Where two cor- 
porate bodias contended agamst one another, and the rum 
of the one left the field vacant to the other, their conten- 
tion imght very well be rumous , because each might 
hope, that, by exhausting its antagonist m a competition 
of loss, it would dehvei itself from its only nval Where 
every merchant had not one, but a multitude of com- 
petitors, the hope was clearly vam of weanng all of them 
out by a contest of loss. Every merchant, therefore, would 
deal on such terms alone, as allowed him the usual, or 
more than the usual rate of profit , and he would find it 
his mterest to observe an obhgmg, rather than a hostile 
deportment towards others, that they might do the same 
toward him As it is this prmciple which produces the 
harmony and prosperity of trade in all othbr cases m which 
freedom prevails, it remained to be shown why it would 
not produce them in the Indian trade 

The subject was mtroduced mto parliament, and dis- 
cussed. But the advocates for the freedom of the trade 
were there overruled, and those of monopoly triumphed 
In order to aid the parhament m coming to such a de- 
cision as the Company desired, and to counteract m some 
degree the impression hkely to be made by the proposal 
of their antagonists to accept of two 'per cent for the 
whole of the loan to Government, they ofiered to reduce 
VOL. ni. D 
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HIBTOBr OP BHinSn INDIA 

BOOS IV the inierett from Avd to foor p®r arnj^ u • praaiam 
^ ^6 roQ 9 TnI of their ohirter^ to contribute 4 nm of 

££00,000 to the pohlio •errice. On the«o conditions it 

liTH. TO enacted tb*t the exdoaiv* jinTikges ihcrald bo im>- 
loog&d to Udy-daj in the ^eor 17C8, wtth tho oeual addl- 
tran of three ymrm* notice^ and a proriao that nothing in 
this arrangement ahoold be cooatrued to limit their poirer 
of oontlnuiDg a bodj corporate, and of trading to India 00 
their joint atook with other of thdr feliow-eabjecti, erco 
after their eioJovire prlnlegea ahooJd expira' 

On the ground on irhjoh the afEiura of the East India 
Oompao^ were Dorreatabllahed,thej^reniained tili thejear 
1744. From 1730 to that jear the trade of the Oomfenj^ 
underwent but little Tariation. Of goods exported, tbe 
azootmt indeed was consldorabJ/ inenesod ; bat as in tbia 
atorea were tooladed, and as tho demand for storte, bf tbe 
crtenalon 0 / forts, and Increase of military arfumilas, ma 
angmanted, tbe greater port of the IncTteao of exports may 
be jostl j set don to tbb account Tbe officii ndoe of 
the go^ imported had kept rithrr below a milhoa 
fiumally aomotimea indeed exceeding that anm, bat 
oommckdf the rorenuv 4Qd some years to a eoosiderablo 
smoont I with UtUe or do progrcaaire improrement from 
the beginning of tho period to tbe end. Tbe exjwrU hod 
incroaj^ from £130^4W, tbe eipoeUlion of the first year 
to £470,574 that of tho hwk But tbe greater j>art of tho 
Increase bad taken plaoo after tbe proopoct of wars aod tbe 
necessity of millUJT preparsUona when a grrst addHira 
was deznanded la tbe article of stores. 

In the year 1731, the Oompaoy first began to make np 
ennnwl acootmts t and froeo that penod we bare rrndir 
etatementa of tbe artoal purcha-vof their exports, ami tbe 
aatnal talc of Ibeir imports In tbe rear 1*^ the sales of 
the Company amounted to £l,&Wd)0C. In 17*4 they 
■mounted to £ipO“t ^ } sod in all the intermediate yrars 
srere leaa The quantity of goodi and elorcs paJ J f r in 
tbe year nS amoonted to £itW£30 j tbe quantity paid 
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compai^y’s trade. 

for in 1744, to £231,318 The quantity of bullion exported BOOK IV. 
in 1732, -was £393,377 , the quantity exported in 1744, -was ohap i 

£468,544 The quantity, then, of goods exported was in- 

ni eased, and m some degree, also, that of buUion, while the 
quantily of goods imported remained nearly the same It 
follows, that the additional exportation, not having been 
employed m the additional purchase of goods, must have 
been not merchandise, but stores It is to be observed 
also, that m the amount of sales, as exhibited m the Com- 
pany’s accounts, were mcluded at this time the duties 
paid to Government, stated at thirty pei cent , a deduc- 
tion which brings the amount of the sales to nearly 
the official valuation of the imports at the Custom- 
house ^ , 

In 1732, the Company were obbged to reduce then* 
dividends Irom eight to seven per cent per annum , and 
at this rate they continued tdl 1744, in which year they 
returned to eight per cent - The Dutch East India Com- 
pany, from 1730 to 1736, divided twenty-five per cent per 
annum upon the capital stock , m 1736, twenty per cent , 
for the next three years, fifteen per cent pei annum , for 
the next four, twelve and a half per annum , and, m 1744, 
as much as fifteen per cent ^ The grand advantage of the 
Enghsh East India Company, m the peculiar privilege 
of having their trade exempted from duties m Bengal 
and m the other concessions obtained by their embassy 
to the court of the Mogill, had thus produced no im- 
provement in the final result, the ultimate profits of the 
trade 

The Company seem to have been extremely anxious to 
avoid a renewal of the discussion on the utdity or fitness 
of the monopoly, and, for that purpose, to forestal the ex- 
citement of the pubhc attention by the approach to the 
conclusion of the privileged term. At a moment accord- 
ingly, when no one was prepared to oppose them , and m 
the middle of an expensive wai, when the offer of any 
pecumary facihties was a powerful bribe to the Govern- 

1 Third Report of the Committee of Secresy, on the State of the East India 
Company (House of Commons, 1773), p 76 j 

s Ibid p 73 

3 Hlstofre PhUosoph et Polit des EstabUsssemens, etc , dans les Deux 
Indes, par GnIUaume Thj nui Eaynal, llv ii.sect.21 Table at the and of the 
volume 
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®OOK IV ineot) thajr made a proposal to Isnd to it tinn of coo 
cnar i. m il Hon, at an intwost of three per oent, prorided the 
' period of their exflhuiro prinJegw ahould be prolonged to 

three Teare* noUoe after I*dj-daj 1760. On the»e eco- 
dltiona, a nev Aoi wsa posaed in 1744 and to 
the Oeanpany to nuhe good their loan to Oorenunent, 
they were anthoriaed to Lomm ' to the extent of a rnflifm 
of their boitda. 

On the death of the Emperor CSiarlea TX, in tbo year 
1740^ a riedent ^rar kindled by competitioo for the impe* 
rial throne, and for a ahare in the apoib of the honae of 
Anitna, h^ b^un In Qennony In this contest, France 
and England, the latter inrolred by her Ihuororian into* 
rcata, had both engaged aa anrillinca and in the end had 
become nearly or rather altogether pnndpak. From 1 73!? 
Pn gfarv? had been at war with Spain, a war intended to 
annni the right daimod and exercia^ by the Snanbuda, of 
aearchii^ EngUah ahlpa on the cceai of America, for coo* 
trabaod goods. Engird and Fnifiee> thoogh cootendin^ 
egetnrt oM toother with no ordlnaiy eflbrta, in a caoae 
osteoxibly not their own, abatained from ho^liUes di 
reoUy on their own aeconst, UH 1744 ( when the two Go* 
remmesta came to mntual dedartUona of war Atxl it 
was sot long before the moat dirtant aettleaenU of 
tbs two nations fdt the efiecta of their destractire con* 
tentiona. 

C?n the Mth'ofSeptember 1740, a French fleet anchored 
ibnr leagncs to the eontb of Madras and landed fire or 
da hundred men. On the 10th the fleet mored along the 
coast, while the troops marched by land ( and about noon 
it arrired within eaDOoo*«bot of the town. Leboardem 
who commanded the expedition, then landed, wj(h 
the rest of the troops. The wbde force dcallned for the 
alege, oooairted of 1000 or 1100 European*, 400 bepoyi^ 
and 400 Caflree, or blicts of Madagaacar brought from 
the ialand of Maori ihts 1"00 or JEW men, all sorts in 
clndod, remained In the ahipa.* 


I XM4fnm$BlttMr*(0emMmn U.a.l7U| OtlkcflniW 11. 
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Madras had, durmg the space of 100 years, been the BOOK lY 
principal settlement of the English on the Coromandel chap i. 
coast The territory belonging to the Company extended ■ 
five miles along the shore, and was about one mile m 
breadth The town consisted of three divisions The 
first, denommated the white town, m which i esided none 
but the English, or Europeans imder their protection, 
consisted of about fifty houses, together with the ware- 
houses and other buildmgs of the Company, and two 
churches, one an Enghsh, the other a Roman Cathohc 
church This division was sunounded with a slendei 
wall, defended with four bastions, and four batteries, but 
weak and badly constructed, decorated with the title of 
Port St George Contiguous to it, on the north side, was 
the division m whch resided the Armeman, and the rich- 
est of the Indian merchants, larger, and stdl worse forti- 
fied than the fomier And on the northern side of ths 
division was a space, covered by the hovels of the country, 
in which the mass of the natives resided. These two divi- 
sions constituted what was called the black town The 
Enghsh m the colony exceeded not 300 men, of whom 200 
were the soldiers of the garrison. The Indian Christians, 
convei’ts or descendants of the Portuguese, amoimted to 
three or four thousand , the rest were Armemans, Moham- 
medans, or Hindus, the last in by far the largest propor- 
tion , and the whole population of the Company’s territory 
amounted to about 250,000 With the exception of Goa 
and Batavia, Madras was, m pomt both of magnitude and 
riches, the most important of the European establishments 
in India * 

The town sustamed the bombardment for five days, 
when the mhabitants, expectmg an assault, capitulated 
They had endeavouied to save the place, by the offer of a 
ransom , but Labourdonnais coveted the glory of display- 
ing French colom's on the ramparts of fort St George 
He engaged, however, his honour to restore the settlement^ 


1 A Letter to o proprietor of Indio StocL, pnWished In 1700, iiy a person 
who was evidently concerned in the government of Madras at the time, states, 
that the soldiers were not onij few , but of a very Indifferent description , that 
the town was ill provided with ammunition stores, and that its fortlflcatlona' 
were In a ruinous condition the necessity for rigid economy at home, having 
withheld the means of maintaining the establishment abroad in a state of 
efficiency — W 
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mSTOBr OF BBITISn INDU 

BOOK rr *od oontflct hlmaelf mth a inodento rtnsoni j aod qd 
ctup 1. these terms he imi reoeirod into the torm.* He lad Dot 

lost so much ts oae man in the enterprise. Among the 

jy-M- English four or fire were killed hj the eiploaion of the 
bombs, and itro or three booses d^rojed, laboor 
don noil protected the inhobHoats, vith the cnro of s 
of Tirtuo j but the m«e»*lnei and worebouect of tho Ctem- 
panj os pablJo property, were taken posscseian of by the 
commtsnnes of the French.* 
lAboordonnois, with the force under his nnmmMnd, hod 
orriTed inindia in tbemonthof Jane, Attttittfmo 
the oettlements of France in the Indian seas were nnder 
two separate goremments, onalogons to the English Pre* 
ddezxdes | one estobitshed at tho Isle of France the other 
at Pondicherry Under the former of these gorenunents 
wen placed the two iabnda | the one called the iaie of 
France, oboQt oUty leogae* in oirruiofcrrocB, the other 
that of Bourbon, of oeArly the seme dLmeoslodi. These 
islands, lying on the oastera side of Uodsga&car between 
the oineteenUi and tweatloth degrees of latitude were tils' 
eorered by tho IVl^ttIgnes^ and by them called Ceroe and 
Uoscareohsa. In IGCO eeren or eight Freochmeti settled 
on tho Island of llascoreohas fire years oflenrardi they 
were iolned by twcoly-two of their cotmlrymcn j the 
remouis of the French colony which was destroyed in 
hladsgtscar sought refogo (n tlUs Island { and when it 
become on object of some importance, tho French changed 
its name to the island of Bourlion The blood of Cerno 
was, at on early date taken poeeesaioo of by the Dutch, 
and by them denominated the inland of Mauritius In 
honour of their leader JIoaHcr Prince of Orangi*; hut, 
after the formation of their eslablUlimect at the Capo of 
Good nope, WES abandooed os oselcoa. The French, who 
■were snb|crt to great inconreclence by want of a pond 
harbour on the Wand of Bourbon, took po-scriion of it in 
I'EO and changed its name from the i b of Jlonritlni to 
tho ble of rranco. Both i land< ore fruitful, anil jrnv 
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duce the com of Europe, along with most of the tropical BOOK IV 
productions Some plants of coffee, accidentally mtro- chap. i. 
duced from Arabia, succeeded so well on the island of ■ -« 

Bourbon, as to render that commodity the staple of the 
island.^ 

PondicheiTy was the seat of the other Indian, govern- 
ment of the French. It had under its jurisdiction the 
town and territory of Pondicherry , and three factories, 
or Comptgirs, one at M!ah6, not far south from TeUicherry 
on the Malabai coast, one at Kaiical on one of the bi’anches 
of the Coleroon on the Coiomandel coast, and one at 
Chandemagor on the river Hoogley in Bengal^ 

The foim of the government at both places was 'the 
same It consisted, hke the Enghsh, the form of which 
was boiTowed from the Dutch, of a Governor, and a Coun- 
cil , the Governor bemg Piesident of the Council, and 
allowed, according to the gemus of the government in the 
mother country, to engioss fiom the council a greater 
share of power than in the colomes of the Enghsh and 
Dutch The pecuhar business of the Governor and Coun- 
cil was, to direct, in conformity with instructions from 
home, aU persons m the employment of the Company , 
to regulate the expenditure, and take care of the re- 
ceipts , to admmister justice, and m general to watch over 
the whole economy of the estabhshment Each of the 
islands had a Council of its own , but one Governor sufficed 
for both.’ 

In 1745, Labourdonnais was appomted Governor of the 
islands This was a lemaikable man He was bom at St 
Malo, in 1699, and was entered on board a ship bound for 
the South Sea at the age of ten In 1713, he made a 
voyage to the East Indies and the Phihppme islands, and 
availed himself of the presence of a Jesmt, who was a pas- 
sengei m the ship, to acquire a knowledge of the mathe- 
matics After performing sevei’al voyages to other parts 
of the world, he entered for the first time, m 1719, into 
the service of the East India Company, as second heute- 
nant of a vessel bound to Surat He sailed agam to India, 
as first lieutenant m 1723 , and a third time, as second 

1 Eaynall, il. 271 M^moire pour Labourdonnais, I 88, 96 Orme, I 92. 

2 JKmolre, ut supra, p 94 Kaynal, ut supra, p 217 ' 

3 ll^moire pour Labourdonnais, i 95 Mdmolre centre Dnpleii, p 8 
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niSTOEY OF DEITIsn 

BOOK r7 cftpt&iu In 1734. In otctj Txjjage b® focnd ojjportanity 
our I. to distmgitish hinnelf •ome reinark«bla action and 
daring the laai bo acquired, from Mjotbor paneogcr an 
officer of enginoera, a knowiedge of tbo prindjJea of foctl- 
fioation and tact k a. Ho ncnr reaolred to remain in Trull*, 
and to nangote a reswl on bia ovn aoooont. Ho la 
to baTO been tbo first Frenobman who emberked in whit it 
called tbo country trade in which be condnoted blmwiilf 
with BO mudi ildll, as to rtelixe in a few jeart a consider 
able fortone. Tbo force of bit mind proonred him an 
atcendazKy wbererer Ita infinence was eaerted a rioleni 
quarrel wat excited between aone Arabian and Fortagufee 
abipB m tbe barboor of Mocha, and blood waa about to be 
ab^ when LabourdoDoais interpoaed, and terminated tbe 
drspote to the Baliafactlon of tbe portlcs. So £ir did bia 
eerriee on ihit occwod recommend him to tbe Mccroj of 
Goa, that be lantod him into tbe eerrice of tbe Kmg of 
Fortngal, gore him tbe command of a Klngt abij^ tbo 
order of Oiritt, the rank of Fidalgr^ and tbe ritlo of agent 
of bit Portugnese Majesty on tbe coett of Ceromaodel In 
tbit ctaation be renuined for two yeora, aiMl perfected bit 
knowledge of the traffic and narigaUen of India | alter 
wbkh, in ITS, he retnmod to Frances Apprited of bit 
knowledge aiMl capacity tbe French goremment tamed 
its eyes upon bhn at a man well qoslj&ed to aid in raising 
tbe coloolea in the eaatem teas from that state of dtpres* 
aion In which they remained. In 173-1 be was nominated 
Ooremor General of tbe laics of > ranee and Bourbon, 
where be arrired in June 1*'3S. So little bad been dotM 
for tbe improretnent o( these Ulaalt, that tbe iwple few 
in number were liTing nenriy in the atate of nature They 
were poor without industry and aritheut tbe knowledge of 
almost any of tbe usefol arts. They had neither tnaga* 
tme, DOT hospital, ireither forlUicaUon,Dor defenslTeforce 
mibtary or naraL They had so roads t they bad no beosta 
ofburden, and no rchlolea. Ertrythiog remained to be 
done by lAbourdomuI^ and he was capable of ererythlng. 
With tbo band to execute ai well as the bead to conlrirB, 
be could coostruct a ahip from the keel ho j>erf rmed 
tbe foDctloos of eDgmeer of architect, of agncoltori t be 
broke bulls to the yoke ceastructed Tehlcles, and mads 
roads he apprenticed Llacka to the few handlciafls whus 
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lie earned out ivath him he prevailed upon the inhabr BOOK IV. 
tants to cultivate the groimd , and intioduced the Culture chap i. 
of the sugar-cane and mdigo he made industry and the • 
useful arts to flourish , contending with the ignorance, 
the prejudices, and the inveterate habits of idleness, of 
those with whom he had to deal, and who opposed him at 
every step To introduce any degree of order and vigi- 
lance mto the management even of the hospital which he 
constructed for the sick, it was necessary for him to per- 
form the office of supermtendent himself, and foi a whole 
twelvemonth ho visited it regularly every morning Jus- 
tice had been adrmmstered by the Councils, to whom that 
function regularly belonged, in a manner which produced 
great dissatisfaction During eleven years that Labour- 
donnais was Governor, there was but one law-smt m the 
Isle of Fi’ance, he himself having terminated all differences 
by arbitration 

The vast improvements which he effected m the islands 
did not secure him from the disapprobation of his em- 
ployers The captains of ships, and othei visitants of the 
islands, whom he checked in their unreasonable demands, 
and from whom he exacted the discharge of their duties, 
filled the ears of the Company’s Directors with complamts , 
and the Directora, with too little knowledge foi accurate 
judgment, and too httle interest for careful inquiry, infer- 
red culpabihty, because there ivas accusation He returned 
to France m 1740, disgusted with ins treatment , and fuUy 
determmed to resign the government but the minister 
refused his consent It is said that bemg asked by one of 
the Directors of the Company, how it was, that he had 
conducted his own affairs so prosperously, and those of the 
Company so much the reverse , he replied that he had 
conducted his own affairs according to his own judg- 
ment those of the Company accoidmg to that of the 
Dll ectors ^ 

Perceivmg, by the state of affairs m Europe, that a rup- 
ture was approachmg between France and the maritime 
powers, his feidile nund conceived a project for strikmg a ■ 
fatal blow at the English trade m the East Impartmg 
the design to some of his friends, he projected that he 
should be aided with funds sufficient to equip, as ships of 
I Eaynal, llv i, sect 20 
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niSTOBr OF DETTISn Iia)XA 

nr Mix TtasdB «zid two CHgttcM wUb which, bmog on 
the fpot when frar cboald be deolomlf ho could oifeep tho 
eea* of the EngHah coartmerct^ before a fleet could tirire 
for its protectioQ He conunomcated the sobemo to tho 
mioiotij b/wbomit was embraced, but moulded Into a 
different form- They propoeed to aend out a fleet, cco- 
poaod partly of the Eing’a and portly of the Oomponj a 
ahape, idth Loboordonoaia Iq tho comioatxl and tlhx^ 
he foresav oppodtioQ from the Company to wbocu nather 
he DOT the aefaeme was agreeable, he rt^ueed not to lend 
hlmadf to the roimatenal aoheme. He eailed from L Onent 
OQ the 0th of April, 1741 rrith fire fhipaof tbeOompmy 
one carrying fifty-aU two carryins flAy one, twenty- 
eight; and ooe^ alxieen gone ; haring on board abont 1°00 
gallon, and COO aoMiera. Two EJng’a ahips bad been in- 
tended to make part of lua aquadron ; but tber to hk 
great disappointment, rcoeired another dnthution. He 
alao foond tluU, of tho aUpa orewa, tbrre-fourthe had 
seror before been ai aea and that of either eoldlers or 
aaflon hardly one had em flred a cannon or a muabet 
Hli mind raa formed toeontend witb,r*ther than yield to 
diifleoitiee and be bcgnii immediately to eierdao bir men 
with ah hi* iadartey or rather with mm moclt ioduMtrj mm 
their lore of aaeo, and the 0 |>poaitic>o it engendered, ren- 
dered praotKoblft. Heamrcdat the lale of hrancoon tbo 
14th of Aoguat, 1 41 wheru he learned that Paodicherry 
was menaced by the Mahrattaa, and that lire lelande 
France and Docuboo bad sect their gomeous to lla amlst 
pnivt After a few nocee^ary operaticme to jml the Islanda 
In security ho rolled for Pcmdlcherrj oa tho --M of Angtiat, 
where he orrired on the 30th of Sej tember Tbo datr-ef 
there was blown orer but (he afittlemmt at Ifahf had 
been eight months itlochadeJ br tho natiTcv lie repaired 
to tho place of danger ehaatieej tbo entmyj re-ertab- 
hahed the factory ; aoJ Ibea retamr>d to the i kndi to 
wait for tho decliratioo of war Iwlween 1 nuice and Iji' 
land. There be soon reeeiT 4 the nKrtJfyinponlrraof tho 
Cominny to aeod home all the^crirk Qod rhlacotnmaxKL 
U[«en ibis ho a j^n requested leare to re»|-TJ, and a-aln 
the minister refused hh coownt IIi ri as were iww 
confined to li£i i fan U, an>l lie beto« k hlwvlf a/th bis 
pristine ardour to their ImprorsmeoL On the Nth of 
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Septembei, 1744, in tbe midst of these occupations, the BOOK IV. 
intelligence arrived of the declaration of wai between chap i 

France and England , and filled his mind with the moi- 

tifying conception of the important things he now might 
have achieved, but which the mistaken policy or perver- 
sity of his employers had prevented 

Unable to do what he wished, ho stiU resolved to do 
what he could He retained whatever ships had amved 
at the islands, namely, one of foity-four guns, one of 
forty, one of thiity, one of twenty-six, one of eighteen, 
and another of twenty-six, which was sent to him from 
Pondicherry with the most pressing solicitations to hasten 
to its protect om The islands, at which imusual scarcity 
prevailed, were destitute of almost eveiy requisite eqmp- 
ment of the ships , and their captains, chagrmed at the 
inteiTuption of their voyages, seconded the efforts of the 
govern 01 with all the lU-wiU it was safe for them to show 
He was obliged to make even a lequisition of negroes to 
man the fleet In want of hands trained to the different 
operations of the bmlding and equippmg of ships, he em- 
ployed the vanous handicrafts whom he was able to 
muster , and by skilfully assigning to them such parts of 
the busmess as were most analogous to the operations of 
their respective trades, by fuinishmg them with models 
which he prepared himself, by givmg the most precise 
directions, and with infinite dihgence supermtendmg 
every operation in peison, he overcame m some measure 
the difficulties with which he was surrounded. In the 
meantime, intelhgence was brought by a frigate, that five 
of the Company’s ships which he was reqmred to protect, 
and which he was authonzed by the King to command, 
would arrive at the islands in October They did not 
arrive till January, 1746 The delay had consumed a 
great part of the provisions of the former ships those 
which arrived had i emaming for themselves a supply of 
only four months , they were in bad order and there was 
BO time, nor matenals, nor hands to repair them Only 
one was armed It was necessary they should aU be 
armed , and the means for that purpose were totally 
wanting The ships’ ciews, mcorporated with the negroes 
and the handicrafts, Labourdonnais formed mto com- 
pames, he taught them the manual exercise, and mihtary 
movements , showed them how to scale a wall, and apply 
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BOOK IV pettfdfl aerci»ed them In firing at * mark and employed 
oHar X, the moat dexterone among them in preparing themaelres 
‘ to use a machine, vhlch he had Inrented, for throrfng 

-with mortara grapyding-hook* for boarding to the diftanco 
of thirty toiaea 

He forwarded the ahlpA, aa fait aa they were pfe p ared, 
to iladagaacar where they might add to thdr atock of 
proTlakina, or at any rate aaro the atock which waa already 
onboard] az>d ha followed with the last on theS-lthof 
hlaroh. Before sailing from Madagascar a atonn aroae by 
which the ahlpa were drirrn from their anchorage. One 
wia loit { and the rest, greatly damaged!, coDeetcd them- 
aelrei in the bay of a denrt island on the ccaat of Hada 
gaacar Hero the opormtioca of repainng were to be re* 
newed ; and in atill more onfaronrable elrcnmstancf*. To 
get the wood they required, a road was made acroan a 
manh, a league in eircamference the rain* were incessant; 
disease broke oat amoog the peo}>]ei and many of the 
olBcen abowed a bod dt^usitJoa ; yet the work was |iro- 
aecntod with so much effldenoy that in fcrty<ight dayi 
the fleet waa ready for eea. It now conaiated of ^ne Bail, 
cootaloing S343 men, among whom were blacka, and 
from three to foor hondrod aiek 
In poadng the Utand of Ccyloc, they recelred intcIQ- 
genoe that the EogQjh fleet was at hand. lAbourdoanala 
aommooed his captain# on board, many of whom had 
shown themaelm ilbdiapoied in the operation of iD> 
doitry but aH of whom manifeated an eagerness to fight 
Am Labourdonnalj andemtood that be waa loperlor to the 
XogUab in number of men, bat greetly inferior in weight 
of metal, be declared hla inteotioo to gain, if poxsible the 
wind, and to boanL On the Cth of July on the coast of 
Coromandel, the Hirghab fleet appearc<J to windward, ad 
Taocing with fall sail towards the h reach.* 
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Immediately after the declaration of ■wax between France BOOK IV. 
and England, a fleet, conaistmg of two ships of sixty guns chap i. 

each, one of fifty, and a frigate of twenty, commanded by 

Commodore Barnet, had been despatched to India. It 
cruized, at first, in two divisions , one m the Straits of 
Sunda, the other m the Straits of Malacca, the places best 
fitted for mterceptmg the French traders, of which it 
captured four After reudezvodsmg at Batavia, the united 
fleet appeared on the coast of Coromandel, in the month 
of July, 1745 The Governor of Pondicherry, the gamson 
of which at that time consisted of only 436 Europeans, 
prevailed on the Mogul Governor of the provmce, to de- 
clare Pondicheny under his protection, and to threaten 
Madras, if the English fleet should commit hostihties on 
any part of his dommions This mtimidated the govern- 
ment of Madras, and they requested Commodore Barnet 
to confine his operations to the sea , who accordmgly left 
the coast of Coromandel, to avoid the stormy season, 
which he passed at Mergm, a port on the opposite coast , 
and returned m the begmmng of 1746 His fleet was now 
reinforced by two fifty gun ships, and a frigate of twenty 
guns from England , but one of the sixty gim ships had 
become imfit for service, and, together with the twenty 
gun fngate, went back to England Commodore Barnet 
died at Fort St David m the month of April , and was 
succeeded by Mr Peyton, the second m command, who 
was cruizing m the southward of Fort St David, near 
Negapatnam, when he descried the enemy just amvmg on 
the coast ‘ 

Labourdonnais formed his hne, and waited for the Eng- 
lish, who kept the advantage of the wmd, and frustrated 
his design of boarding A distant fight began about four 
m the afternoon, and the fieets separated for want of light 
kbout seven Next morning Mr Peyton called a council 
of war, and it was resolved, because the sixty gun ship 
was leaky, to sail for Tnncomalee The enemy lay to the 
whole day, expectmg that the English, who had the wind, 
would return to the engagement The French, however, 
were in no condition to pursue, and sailed for Pondicherry, 
at which they arrived on the eighth day of the month * 

1 Onne.i pp 60 — 63 

^ Orme, i.pp 62,63 ll&nolre, at supro, pp 83 — 90 Mr Onne Bays th 
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mSTOBY OF BRITISH IKDIA 

Joieph Fnmci* Dapleix wa* at that time G or er mg of 
PondiobeiTy I hiTinj soocvoded to tho snprwBo <^<‘iTi i TniTH^ 
of the French MttlermonU in 174i To this Tn«n tro to 
be traced some of the most important of the modem re- 
Tohitiooi In India, Hla £stber tis a fanner-general of 
the remmea, and a Director of the Eoirt India Oompanjr 
He liad sat his heart upon rearing hk son to a life of 
oommarce end his edacation, which was liberal, was core* 
foil; directed to that end. iU tho atody of mathemetraa, 
of fortification, and engtoeering, seemed to eogrosa hk 
attentioQ too exoloarrelj bia father In 10 sent hfm to 
aea and he made aereral Tojigca to the lodka and Amo* 
rica. He aoon imbibed the taste of his occnpatloc, and, 
detonog to pomie the line of maritime oommcrcc hla 
father recommended him to the F-ist India Oompanr and 
had saffident interest to send him out in 1720 as first 
Ifember of the Council of Pondicherry Impatient for 
dteiinotioo, the young man deroted hiowlf to the bu<i| 
nesa of bk office and became in time mlnntely acriualntcd 
with the commerce of the country He emharh^ in it, 
on hu own account a species of adrenture from which 
the porerty of the sorrants of the Firneh Company had 
in general debarred them. In tbk station bo coutimied 
for ten yean, when hk hnowledgo and talenU pointed him 
out as tLe fittest persooto superintooJ thebusinm of the 
Company at thdr settlement at Chandernagor in BcngaL 
Though Bengal was tho richest port of India, the French 
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factory lu that province had, from ^vant of funds and from BOOK IV. 
bad management, remained m a low condition The colony chap i. 

was still to be formed , and the activity and resources of 

the new manager soon produced the most favourable 
changes The colonists multiphed , enterpnse succeeded 
to langour , Dupleis on his own accoimt entered with 
nrdour mto the country trade, m which he employed the 
inheritance Tie denved from his father, and had frequently 
not less than twelve vessels, belongmg to himself and his 
partners, navigatmg to Sm-at, Mocha, Jedda, the Manillas, 
the Maldivias, Goa, Bussora, and the coast of Malabar. 

He realized a great fortune dunng his administration 
more than 2000 bnck houses were built at Chandemagor 
He formed a new establishment for the French Company 
at Patna, and rendered the French commerce m Bengal 
an object of envy to the most commercial of the Euro- 
pean colomes 

The reputation which he acqmred m this situation 
pointed him out as the fittest person to occupy the station 
of Governor at Pondicherry Upon his apjiomtment to 
this chief command, he found the Company m debt , and 
he was pressed by instructions from home, to effect imme- 
diately a great reduction of expense 

The reduction of expense, m India, raismg up a host of 
•enermes, is an arduous and a dangerous task to a European 
governor Dupleix was informed that war was unpendmg 
between France and the mantime powers, Pondicherry 
was entirely open to the sea, and veiy imperfectly fortified 
even towards the land He proceeded, With his usual m- 
dustry, to inquire, to plan, and to execute Though ex- 
pressly forbidden, under the present circumstances of the 
Company, to mcur any expense for fortifications, he, on 
the prospect of a war with the mantime powers, made 
the works at Pondicherry a primary object He had been 
strugghng with the difficulties of narrow resources, and 
the strong temptation of extended views, about four years, 
when Labourdonnais amved m the iroads ' 

The min d of Dupleix, though ambitious, active, and 
ingemous, seems to have possessed but httle elevation. 

His vamty was excessive, and even effemmate , and he 
was not exempt from the infirmities of jealousy and re- 
1 Jl^moire ponr Dupleix, pp 9 — 26 



^8 msTonr or Bnmsn ikpia 

BOOit r7 Tenge. In the enterpnee in whloh the fleet ms dettineJ 
our I. to bo onpkjrd, Laboardoem*!* tm to reap the glory 
- andfrotn the rery firrtbo had ree»on to cooipliin of the ttr 
^ ^ of hanghtinen and rea eiro Trhloh hia riral awraned. Aa 
the Engiiih were micod oat d the aeoj, and nothing Tas 
to bo gained by crQixin& Laboardoimais direoted his 
thoGghta to Uadru. The danger hoTerer ns great, V> 
long aa hii ahJpa vere lUblo to bo attached, irith tbo 
groater part of their creira on abom He, thmfero, de- 
manded nxty pieoQs of cannon from Ihiplaii, to place him 
on a lore] in point of metal, irjih tho EngUah fleet, and 
resdeed to proceed in quest of ih Dopleix alleged the 
danger of lesrlng RjodioheTT^ drprfred of its gmu, and 
refoaod. With a rery Inferior reinforcement of gun«, with 
a rtrj Inadeqxute supply of amnraniUon, and ^th water 
gjren him at Poodicherry so bad, as to pmdoce the dysen- 
tery in his fleet, lebcardonnais ptrt to tea on the '4th of An- 
gust. On the ITth, be dcaoried the English fleet off No- 
gBpatsam, and hoisted Dutch colours aa a decoy The 
Ez^llsh ondentood the atrsUgetD, changed their coarse 
and fled. labcardoncais says be pursued them all that 
day and the neit { when, hnrlng the wind, they eac&ped. 
He retained to rondicheny oo the 23rd, much enfeebled 
by disease, and found all hearty co-operation on the part 
of the goreroor and council still more hopeless than 
befora After a aerfca of unfrieodly p^oee<ding^ under 
which be had behsred with a manly temperance after 
DupleU h ad eren oommamled him to re-land the Pm- 
dlcheny troopa, be rcsolred to send the fleet, which ho 
was still too much lodlspcoed to command, towards 3fa- 
dras, for the doable porpese, of adrlng the Te-ivds ly 
whkh the people of 3>^Iiu were preparing to send away 
the most Talaabb of Ibeir effects, and of aecertalrdning 
■whether his motioei were watched by the EngUih fleet. 
The crolu was nnsUlfuUy conducted, and yidd^ little la 
the way of pri» H afforded pr estun pti on, howeTur that 
the Eoghah fleet bad ahondo^ the enut Lalxmrdoe- 
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nais saw, therefore, a chance of executing his plan upon 
Madras He left Pondicherry on the 12th of September, 
and. on the 14th commenced the operations, which ended, 
as we have seen, in the surrendei of the place 

It was in consequence of an expiess article m his orders 
fiom home, that Labourdonnais agreed to the lestoration 
of Madras ^ But nothmg could be more adverse to the 
views of Dupleix He advised, he entreated, he menaced, 
he protested , Labourdonnais, howevei, proceeded with 
firmness to fulfil the conditions mto winch he had en- 
tered Dupleix not only refused all assistance to expedite 
the removal of goods, and enable the ships to leave ]Ma- 
dras before the storms which accompany the change of 
monsoon , he raised up every obstruction m his power, 
and even endeavoured to excite sedition among I^bour- 
donnais’ own people, that they might seize and send him 
to Pondicherry On the night of the 13th of October, a 
storm arose, which forced the ships out to sea Two were 
lost, and only fourteen of the crew of one of them were 
saved. Another was carried so far to the southward, that 
she was unable to regam the coast , all lost their masts, 
and sustamed great and formidable injury Disiegardmg 
the most urgent entreaties for assistance, Dupleix mam- 
tamed his opposition At last, a suggestion was made, 
that the articles of the treaty of ransom should be so far 
altered, as to afford time to the French, for removal of 
the goods , and Labourdonnais and the Enghsh, though 
with some reluctance, agreed, that the period of evacuation 
should be changed from the 16th of October to the 16th 
of Januaiy This was all that Dupleix desired. Upon 
the departure of Labourdonnais, which the state of the 
season rendeied mdispensable, the place would be de- 
livered mto the hands of Dupleix, and he was not to be 
embarrassed with the fetters of a treaty " 

* n est express6neiit d^fendu au sleur de la Bourdonnals de s’emparor d'ancnn 
dtabltsBementoncomptoir des ennemls pour le conserver Mdm.p 106 This 
was signed by M Onr, ControUeur GdndraJ it appears, by the orders both to 
Labourdonnais and Dupleix, that the French government and East India Com- 
pany shmni; from all Idea of conquest in India — ^M. 

The letter to the proprietors eiplaihs the purport of M Labourdonnais’ 
Instructions more correctly He nus not to form any new settlement, and 
the only alternatives in his power with regard to lladras, were to restore 
or destroy it The object of the French East India Company was to 
improve their existing settlements, at least before new ones were esta- 
blished— W 

2Mdmoire,nt supra, pp 142—220 Orme,l 69—72 Dupleix, in hisapo 
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BOOK IV The rnmafniDg hlttoiy of Lobocrdoonais maybe iboTtJy 
OUT u addaoed. Upon hii tvtom to Poudicherry the opporitloo, 
■ whkh bo had fonnerij expenenced, was changed to open 

boatHity AD his propoaais for a pnfnn of ootmcils aod 
of reeo nic oa were rejected with aocun. Three freah ahira 
had arrlTod from the islands ; and, notwithstanding tbs 
Iocs oooaalaned by the stonn, the force of the French vu 
still snffldent to endanger if not to destroy tbe whole of 
the Engliah aettlen^ts in fodla.' Conrhiced, bj (he 
conntemotfon whfeh he experienced, that he poeseseed 
not the nMAQs of Qurying his designs into oxecntlon, 
LoboTxrdonnais aoeeded to the propoeitioo of Dnpleix that 
he ahoold proceed to Adicen with snch of the ships as 
were able to beep the sea, and retain to PosdichenT' 
after they were repaired resigning fire of them to Da 
pL>iy to carry oat next year's iDrestmeci to Farope At 
Its deportore, the squadron consisted of sereo ^ps, of 
which foor woro In tolerable repair j tbe real were in such 
< ooodltioa that it was Joabted whether they eoald reach 
Acheen ; if this was fanpraoiiosble, they were to sail for 
the In confonoity with this plan, lAboonloo* 

nab dhided them into two porta. Tbe first, cecslsUog of 
the soand Tecseb, was dlraet^ to make Its way to Acbaea, 
withoat waiting for the rest; hehimscl/ remained wDh 
tbe aeccod, with iatentlon to follow if that were in his 
power The first dirbion oalsaUed, and soon loet sight 
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of thfl ottei' , -witli 'wlncli Labourdonnais, finding it in BOOK IT. 
vam to stnve for Actieen, at last directed his course to chap n 
the islands Hastening to Europe, to make Ins defence, ■ " ■ 

or ani^rwer the accusations of his enemies, ho took his pas- 
sage m a ship helongmg to Holland. In consequence of 
the declaration of mr she was forced into an Enghsh 
harbour Labourdonnais was recogmzed, and made a 
prisoner , but the conduct which he had displayed at 
Madras was known and remembered All ranks received 
him with favour and distmction That he might not be 
detamed, a Director of the East India Cotnpany ofieied 
to become security for him with his person and property 
With a corresponding hberahty, the government dechned 
the offer, desinng no secunty but the word of Labour- 
donnais. His treatment in Fi-ance was different The 
representations of Dupleix had amved A brother of 
Dupleix was a Director of the East India Company , Du- 
pleis had only violated a solemn treaty , Labourdonnais 
had only feithfuUy and glonously served bis country , and 
he was thrown mto the Bastile He remamed m that 
prison three years , while the vindication which' he pub- 
lished, and the authentic documents by which he sup- 
ported it, fuUy estabhshed his mnocence, and the ardour 
and abdity of his services He survived hiS hberation a 
short time, a memorable example'' of the manner in which 
a bhnd government encourages desert * 

'He had not taken his departure from Madras, when the 
troops of the Nabob appeared. Dupleix had. been able to 
dissuade that native nder from yieldmg his protection to 
Madras, a service which the English, who had prevailed 
on Commodore Barnet to abstain front molestmg Pondi- 
cherry, claimed as their due Dupleix had gained him by 
the promise of Madras The Moor (so at that time the 
Moslems m India were generally called) qmckly however 
perceived, that the promise was a delusion , and he now 
proposed to take vengeance by dnvmg' the French from 
the place As soon as Labourdonnais and his fleet dis- 
appeared, a numerous army of the Nabob, led by his son, 
mvested Madras From the disaster, hoWever, which had 

I ^ 1 , 

1 M^moire, nt supra, pp 221 — 280 Orxne, i 72, Baynal, Ur Iv sect 20 
Voltaire, amid otherpraises, sayslof him, “ 11 fit filns , II disporsa tme escadre 
Angloise dans la mer de I’Inde, ce qnl n’dtolt Jamais arrl vd quli Inl, et ce qn’on 
n’a pas revu depuls ” Fragm Hlstor sur I’Inde, Art 3. 
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BOOK IT befiOen fleet, I*botirdonn*iB Itftd been nnder the 

^ oosdtj of letriog behind lilm eboot IfiOO Enropeeni, di*- 
dplined bj hlmielf the Frrooh, tborefore, ewaxntertd 
the IndUi^ estonUhed them beTond meuore bj the 
npiditj of thdr trUUeij vith & n mae n cal force which 
btffe no proportioo to the enemy gained orer them e de- 
dsTe Tlctory end flrat broke the epdl which held tho 
Ihiropeeiu in cnbjecUon to the netlre powere.' 

The muien of menkind, how little aoerer dlfpoeed to 
■hare bettor thing! with the people, ere ebandantly wil&ng 
to giro them e ehore of their dlegnico. Though, on et her 
oooeidcmB, they mey efleot e nHiit in deepiaiiig the pnbUo 
win, they diligently pnt on the appcareoce of being coo* 
Btroined by It in eny dithonounUe eeiioa which they 
here e tnlcd to perform. In rJoIaLing the treety with 
the Englieh, Daf^eiz reoognieed hie own boeeseee ; tnone 
wero therefore need to make the French InhtUtenU of 
FandJoheny easemble end draw np e remonetnutoe egwfrnt 
H, eiad e p re y rr that It might ^ enmiBed. Mored by 
roapect for the gocertl Toto of hie coontrymen, Do* 
plelx eent hla orden to dedore the treaty of reneom en> 
milled to teke the keya of all megarinea ; end to idio 
orery eriioki of property eicept tho clothea of tbe weerere, 
the moreablea of the bonaco, end tho Jewcle of the women ] 
ordera whidi were executed with aTeiidoue oxerineM. 
The goremor end ptindpel Inhabllentu were carried pri 
aonen to rondicheny aod«<ixhibited, by Dnplriz, ia e 
apedes of triomph. 

The etiH pomcareJ tbe eetUoment of Fort SL 
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David, on tlie coast of CoiomandeL It was situated twolvo BOOK IV 
miles south, from Pondicherry , vnth a terntory still laigci chat. i. 

than that of Madras Besides Poit St David, at vhich — ;; 

were placed the houses of the Company', and other Em o- 174.C. 
peans, it contained the town of Cuddalore, inhabited by 
the Indian merchants, and other natives , and two or 
three populous villages The foit was small , but stronger 
than any of its size in India Cuddalore was surrounded, 
on the three sides towaids the land, by walls flanked with 
bastions On the side towaids the sea, it was open, but 
skirted by a nver, which was separated from the sea by 
a mound of sand A part of the mhabitants of Madras 
had, after a violation of the treaty of I’ansom, made their 
way to Port St David , and the agents of the Company at 
that place now took upon themselves the functions of the 
Presidency of Madras, and the general admimstration of 
the Enghsh affairs on the Coromandel coast ’ 

Dupleix lost no time m foUoiving up the retention of 
Madr^ with an enterprise against Fort St David, the re- 
duction of which would have left him without a European 
nvaL In the mght of the 19th of December, a force con- 
sistmg of 1700 men, mostly Europeans, of which fifty were 
cavalry, with two compames of the Kafiie slaves tramed 
by Labourdonnais, set out from Pondicherry, and arrived 
next morning in the vicinity of the English fort. The 
garrison, mcludmg the men who had escaped fiom Madras, 
amounted to no more than about 200 Europeans, and 100 
Topasses At this time the English had not yet learned to 
tram Sepoys in the European disoiphne, though the French 
had already set the example, and had four or five dis- 
ciphned compames at PondicheiTy = They had hired, how- 
ever, 2000 of the undisciphned soldiers of the countiy, 
who are armed promiscilously with swords and targets, 
bows and arrows, pikes, lances, matchlocks oi muskets, 
and known among the -Europeans by the name of Peons , 
among these men they had distributed eight or rune 
hundred muskets, and destmed them for the defence of 
Cuddalore They had also apphed for assistance to the 

1 Orme, I 78 

5 The two Important discoveries for conquering India were 1st, The weat- 
ness of the native armies against European discipline 2dly, The taclUty of 
Imparting that disclphne to natives in the European servlco Both discoveries 
were made by the French 



W HTffTOHr OF BHmSH I5DIA. 

BOOK IV Ntbob *Dd eiorper»t®d tgalnst the French, bjr hli 
*• M&drmi, engaged, npOQ the promise of the EogUsh 

j _ to defr*/ port of the eipeose^ to eend his annj' to sadst 
Fort St ^aTid. The French, ^riog gained an adTaota 
geooa poet, and laH dorm their anna foe a little rest, Tere 
exoHiiig in the pro^iect of an easy prey when an army of 
nearly IQOOO men tranced In alght iTot attempting re- 
aiatanee, the Frenoh mad# good their retreat, with Iwelre 
Earopoana Hlled, and 140 wounded DupJeU immediately 
entered into a oarreepondmee with the Moore, to detach 
them from the Foghah and, at the same tlme^ meditated 
the captnre of Ooddakwe hy mprlae. On the night of the 
10th of Jannaiy dOO men were ambarhed in boata, with 
order! to enter the Hrer and attack the open quarter of 
the town at daytpraak. Bat, aa the wiod roa^ and the aurf 
waa hlg^ they were compelled to return * 

Btipleix was fertfl# in Axpedlenta, and iodofatlgmUe in 
their application. He aent a detachment from iUdrma Into 
the Habot/a tcnilorj itt hopes to withdrew hire to ita do* 
fence The French trt«pa disgraced themaelrcs by the 
barbcrltr of their rartgee | bot the Indian army remained 
at Fori 8t David, and the rceentment of the Kabob wae 
iooreased. On the £0th of Janoary tire fenr ahlp# of la 
bonrdocnals^ aqnadron, which h^ nDed to Adieen to 
refit) arrtred hi the road of FoDdieherry Dopleix con* 
Teyed to the Nabob an exaggeratod account of the ra^ 
acoeasfoQ of force which he hod reedred deseiiUBg the 
FngIkS as a contemptible handful of men, deroted to 
destrnction. * The gorenunenU of Indoetan,* aare Mr 
Onao cm thla occasion, hare no idea of national honoor 
is the eomlnot of thelrpoUtlc# and as 0000 as they tbbk 
the por^ with whom they are engaged Is redoetd to great 
dMreaa, they ahlft, wlthmt hireJtation, tbeir alUaoce to 
the opposite sida, making Immedkie advantage the ody 
mle of their actlmi." Apeaeowasacocrdingly cooebded; 
the Nabob s troops abasdosed the English blsscia,who 
eomminded the army paid a eislt to Poodichmrj 
■was reeeli^ by Dopletx, wHh that dlsplsy In wbkh be 
delighted ; and was gratified hj a consldetihlo pceaent* 

*M7Mtnt««Lib««rteuKI.S39 K4MO«y«vEWrWs.>>r*< 

t.l4.c». 
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ATTACK ON PORT ST. DAVID DEFEATED. 

Blocked up, as it would liavo been, from rccoiiung sup- BOOK IV. 
pbes, by the British ships at sea, and by the Nabob’s army chat i. 
on land, Pondicherry, but for this treaty, would soon have ■ 
been reduced to extremity * And now the favourable op- 
portumty for accomphshmg tho destruction of Foi t St 
David was eagerly seized. On the morning of tho 13th of 
Maich, a French army was seen approaching tho town 
After some resistance, it had crossed tho nver, w'hich 
flows a little way north from the fort^ and had taken 
possession of its former advantageous position , when an 
Enghsh fleet was seen approaching the road. Tho French 
crossed the nver with precipitation, and returned to Pon- 
dicherry = 

The fleet under Captam Peyton, after it was lost sight of 
by Labourdonnais, on the 18th of August, off Negapatnam, 
had tantalized the inhabitants of Madras, who looked to it 
with eagerness for protection, by appearing off PuUicat, 
about thirty miles to the noi fchward, on the 3rd of Sep- 
tember, and again soiling away Peyton proceeded to 
Bengal , because the sixty-gun ship was in such a con- 
dition as to be supposed mcapable of beanng the shock of 
her own guns The fleet was there remforced by two 
ships, one of sixty and one of forty guns, sent from Eng- 
land with Admiral Gnffin , who assumed the command, 
and proceeded with expedition to save Fort St David, and 
menace Pondicherry The garrison was reinforced by the 
arrival of 100 Europeans, 200 Topasses, and 100 Sepoys, 
from Bombay, besides 400 Sepoys from TeUicherry , m 
the course of the year 160 soldiers were landed from the 
Company’s ships :^m England and m the month of 
January, 1748, Llajor Lawrence arrived, with a com- 
mission to command the whole of the Company’s forces m 
India.* 

The four ships which had arrived at Pondicherry from 
Acheen, and which Dupleix foresaw would be m imminent 
danger, when the English fleet should return to the coast, 
he had, as soon as he felt assured of concluding peace with 
the Nabob, ordered from Pondicherry to Gk)a. From Goa 
they proceeded to Mauritius, where they were 3omed by 
three other ships from Prance About the middle of Jime, 

1 So says Dnplelx himself, Mtfm p 29 

9 Orme, 1. 87 M^m pour Dupleix, p 29 


* Orme, 1 C6, 87, 88 



c® mffronr or Biimsn india 

BOOK IV tlila floot 'bm d«oried off Port St. David, making *ail, u if 
coKir I. It intended to bear down npon tlio T!ng^k}^- Adajlnl 

“ Griffin Touted for the land Trind, and pot to eea it night, 

expecting to And the onetoj in the morning But the 
French Admlrml, u booh «s it iraa dark, cro w d ed nil, cod 
proceeded direct] j to Madraii,Trhero he landed 300 eoldien^ 
and £300,000 in cUrar the object of hie vojwge thea 

retnrned to ilaoriboe. Admiral Qiiffln aenght for htm in 
Train.* Bat Dapleii, knoiring that lerTertl deja ttoqU be 
Dooonarj to l^g the EagUch ehipe beck to Fort St. 
David, against the monsoon, ocotrived another attack npoo 
Oiddalore. AUJor lAirrenoo, by a Trcli-oxecoted feint, 
allaved the enemy at midnight to apprtoch the very Tndlf^ 
and even to apply the Icddere, under an idea that 

the gorrlaoD ttm vithdraTm, when a andden dJsehargo of 
artilJery and minketry atreck them with dismar and 
throw them into preoiplUte retreat 
The Gevemroeot of England movtd by the diraalera of 
the nation in India, and J^otta of the aacrodaooy asaametl 
by the French, had doit i«epartd a fonnidablo armarocBt 
£xr the East Ifine chips of the poblle nary one ot 
Beventy fear one of aiity>fonr trro of sixty trro of fl/ly 
cne of twenty gems, a sloop of foorieen, a bombkrtch irith 
her tender and an bosplUhahip, commanded byAdmhol 
BoecaTren and eleven ships of the Company earryinff 
Btores and troops to the amoont of 1 400 men, rot nil from 
Engfcnd tomM the end of the year 1-4 They lad In- 
streetions to eaptnre the Island of >Iaaritioa in their Tray ) 
B 3 a place of greet importance to tho enterprirea of tbo 
French In India. Btrt Ae leodere of the cip^iUoo, after 
examining the coast, and olwcrring (be means of d^cncc, 
wore deterred, by ths loss of time Trhich the sntetpriso 
TTooid occasion. On the Pth of August they arrirMot 


I Adiolr*] OrtSfl. « bh rrt«T« to Ciu{r>l, * 
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PONDICHEERT ATTACKED UKSUCCESSrULLY. 

Tort St David, vlien tlio squadron, joined to that under ROOK IT. 
Gnflan, formed the largest European force that ain one cjiav i 
power had yet possessed in India * 

Dupleix, who had recen ed early intclligcnco ft oni F ranco ' '■ 
of the preparations foi this arniaineiit, had heen the more 
eager to ohtam an interval of fnendship vitli the Nabob, 
and to improve it to the utmost for lajitig in pro\isions 
and stores at Pondicherry and l^Iadi-as , knowing well, aa 
soon as the superior force of the English should appeal , 
that the Nabob would change sides, aud the Ficncli ‘settle- 
ments, both by sea and land, would again be cut oil from 
supphes - 

Preparations at Foit St David had been made, to ex- 
pedite the operations of Boscawen, and he was m a i cry 
short time ready for action , when all Eiigbshmcn exulted 
in the hope of seemg the loss of Madras ro\cngcd bj the 
destruction of Pondicherry Amid other iioints of jiropa- 
ration for attaming this desirable object, thoi o w as one, to 
wnt, knowledge, which they had, unfortunatelj , o\ orlookcd 
At a place cdled Ariancopang, about two miles to tho 
south-west of Pondicherry, tho French had built n small 
fort When the Engbsh am\ed at this place, not a man 
was found who could give a desmption of it They re- 
solved, howevei, to take it by assault , but were repulsed, 
and the repulse dejected the men Time wtis precious ; 
for tho season of the rams, aud tho change of mouBOon, 
were at hand A small detachment, too, left at tho fort, 
might have held the feeble gariison in check but it was 
resolved to take Anancopang at any expense batteries 
were opened , but the enemy defended themselves with 
spirit Major Lawrence was taken pnsoner in the trenches 
Several days were consumed, aud more would have been 
added to them, had not a part of the enemy’s maga/ino of 
powder taken fire, which so terrified the garrison, that they 
blew up the walls and retreated to Pondicherry As if suf- 
ficient time had not been lost, the English Iremained five 
days longer to repair the fort, in which they resohed to 
leave a garrison, lest tho enemy should resume possession 
durmg the siege 

They advanced to Pondicherry, and opened the trenches 

* Onne, i 91—93 

3 ll&nolre poar Dupleli, p 31, 32 



fis uisTORT OF Dnmsn etdia 

SOOE IT on tho ncirUi vtei side of tlio tocra, at ibe dutanee of 
ooir 1 . 1,500 jards from tho thoo^h it vw eren ihes cta> 
• — — ■ tomiry to open them within 800 jehU of tho coTOTod way 
1748. ^6 oannofi and morUra In the ohip* were fotmd capaWo 

of little exeontion { atid, from want of experienee, the ap- 
proaeheci, with mnoh labonr went alowlyoo. At lait th^ 
were oarriod within 600 yardj of tho waD when ft waa 
fcamd ImpoiTblo to extend them any frtrther on aecoont 
of a hx^ moraae ; whiles on the norihem aide of the tom, 
they ml^t have been carried to tho foot of the glada. 
Batteriea, at the distance of 800 yaida, were coiulraotcd on 
the edge of the morata but the onemy'i fire prored 
doable that of the bettegera | tho rains came on | aickneae 
prerailed in the camp) rery little impreaaioc bad been 
made on the defencee of 11^ town j a abort time would 
make tho roads impraoticahie; and hniriomee were a/iptro* 
bended, whkh would driro the ahips from the coast It 
was tbereforoXdetermlDed, by a coosd] of war thirty-one 
daya after the oiwmng of the trenches, that tho siego 
shoold be r^eed. Dunleix, aa co r rea po oded with the ct^ 
raeter of the mao, made a great oetentation and parade on 
thk onexpected erent lie repreaented hhnself as haring 
gabled one of tha noet brilliant rietoriee on record ; he 
wrote lettera in thla strain, not only to France, but to the 
Indian priooee, and eren to the Qr^ )Iognl himself ; he 
Toceired In reittra the highest cotoplimenU on his own 
coodoct and brarery as weQ ss oo the prowe ea of hU 
nation ; and the Enrijah were regarded in India as only a 
secondary and Inferior peoplei' 

In Korember nesra arrlrcd that a anspcnftloa of arms 
bad taken place between Eoglsiid and Iraoce and this 
was shortly after followed by intelUgenco of the treaty of 
AJx4a'Chapell<^ in which the Frendi (Jot ern moot bad 
agreed to restore Ilsdraa. It was dellrered up in Aagust, 
with Its fortificationa toaeh improred. At the dlitance of 
foor miles aoath from Madras, was the tom of Ban Totaf 
or St Tbocnaa, boilt by thePortQguesc,aod, In the time of 

*Orw Lsast— lOS. JWpMx ClMt. ^ ST) «r* a«r CW »rr* 
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their prosperity, a place of note It had long, however, 
been reduced to obscurity, and though inhabited mostly 
by Christians, had haidly been regarded as a possession by 
any of the European powers It had been found that the 
Roman Cathohc priests, from the sympathy of rehgion, 
had conveyed useful information to the Erenoh m their 
designs upon Madras To prevent the like mconvemence 
in future, it was now taken possession of by the English, 
and the obnoxious part of the inhabitants ordered to with- 
draw* 

No events of any importance had occurred at the other 
presidencies, durmg these years of war The Viceioy of 
Bengal had prohibited the French and Enghsh from pro- 
secutmg their hostilities in his domuuons This governor 
exacted contributions from the European colomes, for the 
protection which ho bestowed , that, however, which ho 
imposed upon the English did not exceed 100,000 A 
quantity of raw sdk, amounting to 300 bales, belonging to 
the Company, was plundered by the Mahrattas , and the 
distress which the incursions of that people produced in 
the province, moreased the diJQBculties of traffic ® 

The trade of the Company exhibited_the following re- 


suits 




Gold and Stores exported 

Bullion do 

Total 

1744 

. £231,318 

£468,644 

£689,862 

1745 . 

. 91,364 

476,863 

568,217 

1746 

266,818 

660,020 

825,838 

1747 

. 107,979 . . 

779,266 

887,235 

1748 

127,224 

706,890 

834,114 

The Bills 

of Exchange for which the Company paid 

durmg those years were — 



1744 

£103,349 

1747 .. 

. £441,661 

1745 

98,213 

1748 . 

178,419 

1746 

417,647 



The amount of sales for the same 

years (mcludmg 

thirty per cent of duties, which remamed to be deducted) 

was 




1744 

. £1,997,606 

1747 . 

£1,739,169 

1746 

2,480,966 

1748 

1,768,041* 

1746 

1,602,388 




JOrme,i 107,76,131 
3 Orme, H 65 

* Third Beport from the Committee of Secrecy, 1773, p 7C 
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msTOBT OP Bnmsn DiDia 

The ofBcttI Tihie at tli« Cartotn bocao of the imports 
and eiporti of tbo O^mpanj dariog that period, wts as 
foQoin 


1744 

laawti. 

« £743,503 

Exrorii. 
X4 0^4 

1745 

d73,i05 

203,113 

1740 

C46k697 

603,540 

1747 

_ _ 128,733 

M6,5£6 

1748 

- ^ l/»3,7ia 

^ « 30C,3a'» 


The divldoDd kss el^t par cent, per annnmj daring tba 
iriiole of the time. 

Daring the tune period, the trade of the natkia, not* 
withstanding the war had ODoaiderublj inoreaaed. The {in' 
ports had ri^ from £ 6 ^ 0 f ,071 ofBchJ ralae to £ 8 , 13 ^ 403 ; 
and the exports from £ 11 , 4 SOO £8 to £l£, 93 l ,433 an<i, in 
the two following jean, to £ 14 , 000,300 and Xia 4 SS, 004 .* 


OUAITEB n. 


Orv*a,Prejre«,asd^if*peJWioa, of t}i0 CojUai/ortttaUu^^ 
tn^ Jfckarmtd Mlf Aalcb e / Me Carnatic 

A KXW aeetM U now to open in the hUtorj of the l^si 
India Cotnpnnj Before this period tbej had main 
taioed the chaiaeter of mere tradera, and, hpr homOitj and 
auhmissioti, eodeaTOtmd to prr»crro a footing In that dis- 
tant eo nn try under the protection or oppression of the 
itttfTB powers. \ro shall now behold them entering tho 
liata of war ; and miring vitb ragemres in the contests of 
the i*rinocs. Daplolx, whoao riews were larger than, at 
that time, those ^anjof thoaefTanUofUjoCbinpiinT hail 
alieedj planned, in his Imagmstlon, an empire for the 
French, and had entered preltj deeplj into the btrignes 
of the countrj pos Tr a . The Engiish were the first to 
draw the sword ; and from no higher indacemeol than the 
proiniso of a tri^ng aetUemenl on the CoromaDilel eoaat 
A prince who, amid the rerolollona of that countrj 
had, Bome jeara before poss es sed and lost the Ihrooe of 
Tanjore repaired to Fort St Darid, and entreated the av 
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TAITJOEE. 


61 


Bistance of the Enghsh. He represented ins countrymen BOOK TV. 
as ready to co-operate for Ins restoration , and promised chat n 

the fort and countiy of Deyi-Cotab^ -with the payment of 

all expenses, if, with then assistance, he should recover his 1749 
rights The war between the Prench and Enghsh had 
brought to the settlements of both nations in that quarter 
of India, a greater quantity of troops than was necessary 
for their defence , and with the masters of troops it seems 
to be a law of nature, whenever they possess them m 
greater abundance than is necessary for defence, to employ 
them for the disturbance of others The French and 
English rulers m India showed themselves extremely 
obedient to that law The mterests of the Tanjore fugi- 
tive were embraced at Port St David , and, m the begm- 
mng of Aprd, 1749, 430 Europeans and 1000 Sepoys, with 
four field-pieces and four small mortars, marched with bim 
for Tanjore 

Tanjore was one of those rajaships, or small kingdoms, 
into which the Mohammedans, at their first mvasion of 
India, found the countiy m general divided. It occupied 
little more than the space enclosed and intersected by the 
numerous mouths of the nver CJavery The Ooleroon, or 
most northern branch of that nver, bounded it on the 
north, and it extended about seventy mdes along the coast, 
and nearly as much inland from the sea. Like the i*est of 
the neighbounng country, it appears to have become de- 
pendent upon the more powerful rajaship of JBeejanuggur, 
before the establishment of the Mohammedan kingdoms 
m the Deccan , and afterwards upon the kingdom of Beeja- 
pore, but subject still to its own laws and its own sovereign 
or raja, who held it in the character of a Zemindar In the 
tune of Aurungzeb, it has been already seen, that a very 
remarkable personage, the father of Sivajee, who had ob- 
tamed a footmg m the Carnatic, had entered mto a con- 
federacy with the Baja or Polygar of Mudkul or Madura, 
agamst the Baja or Zemmdar or Naig (for we find all these 
titles apphed to him) of Tanjore, whom they defeated and 
slew , that afterwards quarrelhng with the Baja of Mudkul, 
about the division of the conquered territory, the Mahratta 
etnpped bim of his domunons, took possession both of 
Mudkul and Tanjore, and transmitted them to his pos- 



C3 nisTOBr OF uHmsn mia. 

BOOS ly tcritj I Hlfl graodMD ShftojM vu ntUoked and toktn 
miT n. priaiaoer br Zolflkar Kian, wbo, to ttrengthoQ hi« i^rty 
■ reatored him to bli guvenimant op remiadaiy upon tho 

1 d o at h of Anrongieb. Shiujeo had t»o brotberi, Shori^Jeo 
and Tohqlee. Ihaj aocceeded ooo another In the gorero* 
ment, and all died irithout Inne, eicepting the iMt. 
Tukojee had three nni^ Biha Salb, Nana, and Sthq^ee. 
Baha Baib g occ ee je d hia father and died withoat bane. 
Nana died before him, bat left an infant aoo, and hb vhlov 
waa rabed to the goreminent, bj the ioSaence of Seld, the 
oommander of the fort. Thb po we r ful aerrant aoon de* 
prired the Qaeen of aO anthorit^ threw her into pnaoo, 
and aoinpaa rqja a pretended eon of Shorfligee. It aoHed 
the riewB of Setd to alknr a rvrj abort exictence to thb 
prinea and hb power He next pkood Sahajee the 
yotmgeat of the aona of jTnhoJecv in the seat ofgorem- 
n^ent Sohqjee also waa aooo driren from the throne. 
SeJd now rested with the name of aormign, Pralaap 
Sing, a aon by one of the inferior wire* of Tniojee. Thb 
was in 1741 The first act of Pratanp Sing's gormunent 
waa to oasuBUiate Sdd. It waa Sahajee who now erared 
the aaibtanco of the Eo^bh.* And it was after haring 
oorreapooded for Tears lYatanp Slog, as King of Tan* 

jore after haring oiTored to him the friendship of tbo 
Irtish natkm | a^ after haring ooorted hb a^taoce 
againat the French that the En^lsh rolera sow without 
•o nnidi aa a pretence of any prorocalkn, and withoot 
the aDegation of any other motire than the adrantage of 
prMMwtring Deri^tab, deapatched an army to dethrone 
him. 


■ VUfHpre. Al«A«rv»tTvy O fxWl^ letts Dwa»,t7ttWt. S — g. 

Abe if (fe« ItAkndtes 1 . — W 
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The troops proceeded by land; while the battering- BOOK lY. 
cannon and provisions were conveyed by sea They had chap n 
begun to proceed when the monsoon changed, with a vio- ' ' ■■ 

lent hurricane The army, having crossed the river Cole- 
roon, without opposition, were on the pomt of turning 
into a road among the woods, which they would have found 
inextncabla Some of the soldiers, however, discovered a 
passage along the river, mto which they turned by bhnd 
but lucky chance , and this led them, after a march of 
about ten miles, to the neighbourhood of Devi-Cotah 
They had been annoyed by the Tanjonnes , no partisans 
appeared for Sahujee, it mdeed appears not that so much 
as a notice had been conveyed to them of what was de- 
signed, and no mteUigence could be procured of the ships, 
though they were at anchor only four miles off at the 
mouth of the nver The army threw at the fort what 
-shells they had, and then retreated without delay 

The shame of a defeat was difficult to bear , and the 
rulers of Madras resolved upon a second attempt They 
exaggerated the value of Devi-Cotah , situated m the most 
fertile spot on the coast of Coromandel , and standing on 
the nver Coleroon, the channel of which, withm the bar, 
was capable of receivmg ships of the largest burden, while 
there was not a port from hlasulipatam to Cape Comonn, 
which could receive one of 300 tons it was true the 
mouth of the nver was obstructed by sand , but if that 
could be removed, the possession would be mvaluable 
This time, the expedition, again commanded by Major 
Lawrence,* proceeded whoUy by sea , and from the mouth 
of the nver the troops and stores were conveyed up to 


the EngUsTi) had fitted oot a force -with design to drive the English out of 
India and had they been successful, they would never have stopped tliere , 
hnt would have made settlements In whatever parts of your country they liked 
hest, as they have already done at Carical But It pleased God that their vile 
designs have been prevented , for our ships met them at sea, and took and 
destroyed the whole of them I do not at all doubt, but that in a 

short tlmo we shall he able to put you in possession of Carical, which I hear 
you BO much wish for ” Letter frpm Governor Eloybr to the King of Tanjore, 
dated 19th Jan 1743 See 1 25, 26, of a Collection of Papers, entitled Tanjore 
Papers pnhlished by the East India Company In three 4to volumes. In 1777, 
as an Appendix to a Vindication of the Company, drawn up by their counsel, 
llr Rous, in answer to two pamphlets , one entitled, “ State of Pacts rela- 
tive to Tanjore ” the other, “ Original Papers relative to Tapjore ” This 
Collection of Papera I shaU commonly quote, under the short title of Rous’s 
Appendix ( 

* Major Lawrence did not command on the first Invasion of Tanjore, theforco 
was led by Captain Cope Rous's Appendli, 30 — -W 
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BOOK IV Deri-Ootah In boata. The •rmj* ins landed on the tide 
csiT n. of the rim* opposite to the fort, irbero It wu prope»ed 
■■ to erect the bettenei, became the groond oo the nme 

1749. ride of the river with the fort, wu manhj covered with 
woo^ and BnmnDded 17^ the Tanjoro army After thw 
days’ finng a breadi wsa made ^t do advantage cotdd 
be taken of It till the river wu crossed. ThU waa dan* 
genms, as well from the breadth and rapidity of the 
atxeam, as from the mnnber of aoldiera in tho thickeU 
whidi ooverod the opponte shore. To the iogenulty of a 
oonunoQ ship a oorpenter the army was iodrtdcd/or the 
inventton by which the danger waa ove rec ta e. A.raft'was 
c onstrti cted snffldent to contain 400 men i bot the dM* 
oolty waa to move it aortas, jedm Moore the mAn who 
sQggested azkd oonstmetod the raft, wu again ready with 
hli akL He swam the nver in the night ; fastened to a 
treo on tho opponto aide o rope which he carefully oon^ 
cealod in the bashes and water and retamed without 
being perceived. Before the raft began to more, sotne 
pkcee of artillery were ma d e to fire bneUy opoo the spot 
wfaoro the rope wu attached and jnored Um Tanjonnei 
to a distance too great to pareelre H. The nft was moved 
across { it return^ and rearo aa ed several Umea, till the 
whole of the troops were landed 00 tbe opposite 
Major Lawrence resolved to storm the breach without 
delay Uenlenant CSre, who had given proofs of his 
ardent coorage at the siege of Pondicherry oQcred to lend 
the attack. He proceeded with a platoon of Buropeau 
end **00 Sopoys ; but rashly allowiiig himself at the bead 
of the pbtooo, to be separated from the Bepeys, be tuf 
rowly eteeped with his life; and tbe jilatoon was almost 
wholly destroyed. Major Inwrence advanced with the 
whole of his forco, when the soldiers mounted the breach, 
and after a feeWa resUtanco took poew tri on of tho plaet 
An aococnmodatloD between the contending parUtw was 
effected sooQ aflcr Tho reigning king agreed to concede 
to the Eogiith the fort for which th^ conlmJed, with s 
territory of the vahw of 0000 pagodas ; and they 

00 their part, not only renounced the sopport of him for 
whom they hajl pretended to fight as the true a»l lawful 
king but a greed to scenre hh person. In onJer that bo 
might give no further moleslaliou to Ihntaop 6uig and 
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demanded only 4000 rupees, about £400, for bis annual BOOK TV 
expenses^ It may weU be supposed, that to conquer chat n. 

Tanjoie for him Tvould have been a frantic attempt But 

no such reflection v?as made when a zeal for the justice of 
his cause was held up as the impelhng motive of the war, 
nor can it be demed that his interests were veiy coolly 
resigned. It is even asserted that, but for the humanity 
of Boscawen, he would have been dehvered mto the hn.n da 
of Prataup Sing^ He found means to make his escape 
from the Enghsh , who impnsoned his uncle and kept him 
in confinement for nme years, tdl he was released by the 
Prench, when they took Fort St. David m 1758 ^ 

While the English were occupied with the unimportant 
conquest of Devi-Cotah, the French had engaged m trans- 
actions of the highest moment , and a great revolution was 
accomplished in the Carnatic This revolution, on which 
a great part of the history of the Enghsh East India Com- 
pany depends, it is now necessaiy to explam Carnatic is 
the name given to a large distnct of country along the 
coast of Coromandel, extendmg from near the river Kistna, 
to the northern branch of the Caveiy In extending west- 
ward from the sea, it was distmguished mto two parts, the 
first, mcluding the level country between the sea and the 
first range of mountams, and entitled Carnatic below the 
Ghauts , the second, mcluding the table land between the 
first and second range of mountains, and called Carnatic 
above the Ghauts. A corresponding tract, 'extendmg from 
the northern branch of the Cavery to Cape Comorm, some- 
times also receives the name of Carnatic , but m that case 
it IS distmgmshed by the title of the Southern Carnatic ■* 

> Onus, 1 109 — 119 History and Management of the East India Company 
p 68—70 

° History and Management, p 69 

3 This Is related by Orme, (U 318,) n-ho tells ns not who this'tmde was (he 
must have been maternal) hut only that he was the gnlde of his nephew, and 
the head of his party 

■* According to Colonel Wilks, (p 5,) the ancient name was Canara, and the 
Canara language is only found within a district bounded by a line, beginning 
near the town of Seder, about sixty miles N W from Hyderabad, waving S E 
by the town of Adonl, then to the west of GooO, next by the town of Anatpoor, 
next Nundldroog, next to the eastern Ghauts, thence along the range of the 
eastern Ghauts southwards to the pass of Gujjelhutty, thence by the chasm of 
the western hills, between the towns of Colmbetoor, Palatchl, and Falgaut, 
thence northwards along the skirts of the western Ghauts, nearlyas far as the 
sources of the Kistna, thence in an eastern and afterwards north-eastern direc- 
tioa to Beder He adds, (p 6,) that the Tamul language was spoken in the tract 
extending from PuHicat, (the boundary of the Taiiuga language on the south,) 
to Cape Comorin, and from the sea to the eastern Ghauts This tract bore, 

VOL. irr. F 
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HISTOBT OF BEinsn rSTDIA 

The diftnct of Camatio had fallen into dependence upon 
the groat n^jaaUps of Be^annggur ami 1\ arankul ; and 
after the r^onUon of these Jlindn poireri, h*d been 
o nh ed to the Mohanunedan Ungdoma of Bee_Japore and 
GoloondiL Upon the annexahon of thoee kiitgdocni to the 
Mognl empire in the reign of Aonmgxsh tho Camatio itua 
ittdoded In the general aubjogation, and formed part of 
the great Bnbah of the Deccan. In the amalJor provincoa 
or Tioerojaltiea, the diatricta or mbdiviaiona, Tcre pro por 
tionali^ small and the aah^remon of thcae diruiona 
•were known by tho titles of Zemindar and rhoordar or 
Foiydar In the groat Sohaha^ howeror pmUoalariy that 
of the Deocan, the primaiy dirteiona were rery ^arge, and 
the firat rank of aub^goremoTa pr o p or t ionally high. They 
•wen kzkown by tho name of nab^ or dc]>uty that if, 
deputy of the Sababdar or Viceroy gorernor of the Sabah ; 
and nnder tbeao depntlea or naboba were tho /emiodar* 
and Foujdora of tlM dUtricta. The bematio was one of 
thenabobohipa or grand diriafooa of the great Sulah of 
the Decoio. During the rlgonr of tbe ^lognl goTmuDcnt^ 
the grand deputies or nabobs, thevgh inuninllately aubjeci 
to the Salubdar or Mcoroy were not alwaya nominated 
by him They were ofUn nominated immediately by the 
Umperor and not unfreqnontly as a check npoa the dan 
gerooa power of tho Suboiidor Vhen tbe Subebdar liov 
errer was powerfat, and the Eaporor weak naboUi 
were nominatod by tbe Sabohdar 

■When Kiram al 3Iulk wea esUbUehed Sabohdar of tho 
Deccan, a duel^ named Sodatuhah, was nabob of the Ckr 
catio, and held that eemmasd under the Mram till the 
year 1*^2, when hr (bed. SedatuUah, who hod no hnue 
znalc adopted the two sons of bia brother Dost All, and 
mkirAlh Blk/rAli he made gorernor of dorr and ho 
bad infinence to let re Dost All In po^woloo of the nabob- 
■hip at hia death Kiznm al Hulk claimed a right to 
nominate his deputy In the goremment of the Cemallci 
and took dispIctiMirB that l>o«t All had been lotniJcJ 
into the office with so UlUe derermeo to hi* antbonfy j 


••HnUj, u» cT rVa Ua, wr* ^ ^ 
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but be happened to be engaged at the time in disputes BOOK IV 
■with the Emperor, -which rendered it inconvement to resent chap ir 

the affront Dost Ah had two sons and four daughters 

Of these daughtera one was married to Mortiz Ah, the son 
of his brother B&kir Ah, governor of Velore , another to 
Chimda Saheb, a more distant relative, who became 
dewan, or mimster of the finances, undei Dost All, his 
father-m-law 

Ti.chmopoly -was a little sovereignty bordering on the 
west upon Tanjore Though subdued by the Mogul, it 
had been allowed, after the manner of Tanjore, -to retain, 
as Zemmdar, its o-wn sovereign, accoimtable for the reve- 
nues and other services, reqmred from it as a distnct of 
the Mogul empiie The rajas of Tanjore and Tnchmopoly 
weie immediately accountable to the nabobs of the Car- 
natic , and, hke other Zemindars, frequently required the 
terror of an army to make them pay their arrears In 
the year 1736 the Eaja of Tnchmopoly died, and the 
sovereignty passed mto the hands of his -wife The 
supposed weakness of female government pointed out the 
occasion as favourable for enforcmg the payment of the 
arrears , or for seizmg the immediate government of the 
country By intngue and perfidy, Chunda Saheb was 
admitted mto the city , when, impnsonmg the queen, 
who soon died with gnef, he was appomted, by his father- 
m-law, governor of the kmgdom.^ 

The Hmdu Eajas were alarmed by the ambitious pro- 
ceedmgs of the Nabob of the Carnatic and his son-m-law, 

* By Mr Ortne, 1 41 Colonel -Wilks states, on verbal authority, that the 
Jlalirattas-n^ere Invited by the eldest son of the Nabob, jealous of Chunda Saheb, 

■nbl supra, p 281 — M 

This Is rather incorrectly abridged from Onne, ivho states that the collection 
of the revenue ^vas only a pretext, the xeal object being to take advantage not of 
female weakness, but of a deputed succession The Hindu princes of Tanjore 
and TnchinopoH had ne\ er been subdued by the Mogul, and although at tunes 
compelled to purchase the forbearance of the Mohanunedan states of Bijapur or 
fiolconda, they had preserved their Independence from aremotedate Theex- 
pnlsion of their native pnnces was owing to domestic dissensions, which trans- 
ferred Tanjore to a Mahratta ruler, and gave Trlchinopoll to a Jlohammedan 
The latter as a relic of the Hindu kingdom of Madura, and according to original 
authorities, Chanda Sahib obtained possession of It, not under the circumstances 
described by the European writers, who were avowedlj 111 Informed of the 
real merits of the case, but by an act of treachery to his ally Minakshl Amman, 
the reigning queen, whose adopted son he had zealously defended against 
a competitor for the principality — grateful for his support, and confiding in 
his friendship, the Queen mve him freo access to the citadel, and he abused 
lier confidence by making himself treacherously muster of the fortress See 
EUstorical Sketch of the Kingdom of Pandya J Roy As Society, vol Ifi 
p 199— W 
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»nd IooH«d th© HaiamttoM, as people of the ame origio 
and religion, to march to their assistance. The atUnlum 
of Msam al iJoIh was too deeply oogaged in wntchinr the 
motions of Nadir Shah, whcv at that rerj time, was prtae- 
cuting his deatrwrtlTe war In IUndottan, to oppose a 
prompt ttaistaoce to Iho ifahrattos it has, indeed, been 
ai»arte«d, though wltboot proo^ and not with much probo- 
bihtj that as he was but littk pleosed with the appoint^ 

ment or proceedings of Do«lAlj,he Instigated the Jhihrattas 

to this incursIoQ, for the ssJce of chastising the pnsnmpiion 
of his depntj 

An snny oommanded by Rsgojee Bonsish, appeared on 
the confines of Carttatl<^ In the mcQitb of 3Iay 1 40. The 
paasei of the moantaios m^t hare been luccftsAiI/y 
defended by a small mnDber of men bat an ofiicer of 
Dost All, a ntodo, to whocn that Imjiortaot post was com 
miitad, betmyed bia tnis^ and Irfl a free passage to the 
llahrattas. Dost AH eocoontend the inmlen but lost 
hb life In the battle SofJer All, the eldest too of the 
deceavd, retired to the strong fort of Veloce and began 
to negotiate with the Mahimttaa. A largo sum of money 
was psrtjy premised, and partly poid and THduaoj^Jy 
which rendered Obooda Saheb an object of jealousy to the 
new htbob, waa eecrelly offered to theta, if they ci«e tho 
troahle of making the conqaert. They retonj^ in a few 
months and laid siege to TrichJnopoIy Chanda Saheb 
defended himself gaUantly for eertra] months, but wu 
obliged to yield on the "Cth of Jisrch, 17-11 and waa 
earned a prisoner to Satamh ( whilo ^lorari Itow a ^ah 
ratta chic^wu left OorernorofTriehlaopoly Eafjer All, 
afraid to tnxst himself In the open dty of A rcot thecspiUl 
of the Carnatic, took up bis residence at % elore. Llllr AU 
was dead, the late g or t n tor of ^ elore and nncle of the 
l\sbob ; and llortia All, his son, was pow gorernor la bis 
place By Instigation of this man, whoso duponlUon wti 

perfidious and crucb Sufdcr All WES aisaaaiosted and sn 

attempt was msdc the murderer to estiUl b 
In the goT c r nm eot of Iho prorlneo f but, fifidifi” hli 
efforts hopeless, ho shat himself ap in hi? fort of ^ etnre j 
and the infant aon of Safdrr AU was proclahncJ Nslub * 


>7tTiw»r*rt re>*ir«#^aw*iveeMH#mE^cvw 
wu«% w«t« i~4i infc«7 *»a *srt ua» 
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Nizam al Mulk, however, had now left the com-t of BOOK IV. 
Delhi, and returned to his government of the Deccan, To chap n 

arrange the tinubled aftairs of the Carnatic, he amved at 

Arcot m the month of March, 1743 He treated the son of 
Sufder Ah with respect , but appomted his general Cojah 
AbdooUa, to the government of the Carnatic , and com- 
pelled Moran Eow, and the Mahrattas, to evacuate Trichi- 
nopoly Cojah Abdoolla died suddenly, apparently thi ough 
poison, before he had taken possession of his government , 
and the Nizam appomted Anwar ad dm Khan, to supply 
his place Anwar ad dm Khan, the son of a man noted 
for his learmng and piety, had been promoted to a place 
of some distmction, by the father of Nizam al Mulk, and 
aftei hiS death attached himself to the fortunes of his son 
When Nizam al Mulk became Subahdar of the Deccan, he 
made Anwar ad dm Nabob of EUoie and Eajamundry 
where he governed from the year 1725 to 1741 , and horn 
that penod till the death of Cojah Abdoolla, he seived as 
Governor of Golconda In ostent, Nizam al Mulk con- 
ferred the government of the Carnatic upon Anwar ad dm, 

•only for a time, till Seid Mohammed, the young Son of 
Sufder Ah, should ainve at the years of ma^ood , but, m 
the mean while, he consigned him to the guardianship of 
Anwar ad dm, and m a short time the young Nabob was 
murdered by a party of Patan soldiers, who clamoured foi 
arrears of pay, due to them, or pretended to be due, by his 
father Anwar ad dm escaped not the imputation of bemg 
the author of the crime, but he was supported by Nizam al 
Mulk, and appomted Nabob m form. It was Anwar ad 
dm, who was the Governor of the Carnatic when the 
Drench and Enghsh contended for Madras, and whom 
Dupleii treated alternately as a finend and a foe 

Nizam al Mulk, whose abihties and power weie cal- 
culated to confirm the ari-angements which he had made m 
the Deccan, died m 1748, after a whole life spent m the 
toils and agitations of oriental ambition, at the eztraor- 
dmaiy age of 104 The government of Sadatullah and his 
family had been highly popular m the Carnatic , that of 

Company, p bO— 72 , M^molre pour Dupleix, p 35 — 43 , Jl&iolro centre Du- 
pleli, p 19 — 59 , E^volntion des Indes, 1 67 — 289 Tills last work was pub- 
lished anonymouslyln tn o volumes 12mo In 1767 It Is irrltten with partiality 
■to Dupleix , but the author Is weU informed, and a man of talents The leading 
facts are shortly noticed by Wilks, ch vii 
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r Amrtr ad din K han vi* vaj much h*t«l. A rtroog d^idro 
prerailad thai the goremiaent of Anirar od dm thooU be 
enbrtrted, and that of the ikmUr of Sadatnlkh mtortd 
the death of Niiam al Uolk opened a channel throagh 
■Bhich the hope of change made its v*j Chunda Saheb 
Traa the ooJj roember of the iamiJ/ of who 

posseesed talenta likely to anpport him in the aacent to 
tho propoeed eleration. The keen eye of Dnpleii had 
eoriy fixed iteelf opoa tho p io a pe c t cf the aacendency of 
Chanda Sohob and If that chief ahonid, the aa- 

Biatanoe of tho French, aojnire tho gorermnent of the 
Camatic, the moat important coneo^oDs might be ei 
pected from hU gratitude and friendship. At tbe flnt 
irruption of the Mabratta^ the whole famOy of Poet All 
had been eent to I^mdlcheiry (so atrtxigly bad tho In 
diana already learned to confide In (he supenoritr of }'ui> 
ropeon powerj aa the place of grtateet safety in tbc pro 
Tinco. They reeelred proteebem and rrapeet and tho 
wife and fat^y of Cbuixla Saheb, daring tbe wbnje time 
of hla captinty' had oerer been mnored. Pupleli treated 
them with the attcntloo calculated to make a rartHirmble 
impreaaion on the man whom be wished to gain. He eren 
cotrap on ded with Chunda Saheb in bis captirity and 
agreed to adraoce money to assiit in raising the sam 
which tbe Mahrattas demanded for bis ranxmi lie waa 
libcntod in the begmnlng of the year I7J5, and eten 
furnished, it is caid, with 3000 3iahnitta tronpa. Ho 
entered immedlatoly ioto the quarrtU of some contending 
Kijoa, whose domimoos lay inland between tbe coast of 
IfataWp aod the Camatlc, with a riew to incrta.«e bis 
foUowexa, and collect treasure | and he was already at the 
heed of GOOD meu, when tho death of hlxun al Molk oo* 

CUTTOd. 

To maintain his aotboritj In his ahneoce both at court 
and in his prorince Mam al Hulk had procured tho high 
office of Ameer al Omrmh, for hli el Jest son, Oharre ad din 
Khan, who aJwaya attended tbe person of th# Emperor 
His fcecond SCO, Jiaiir Jung, had rc^HcJ for the mot 
In tho Deccan, and had officiated as his fatbee s dcj«te as 
often as the wars of tbe empire or the iotrignes of the 
coart, bad called him away Though the ohedirneB of 
hanr Jang had been so htUo jerfect as to haes been 
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lately chastised even by imprisonment, he "was piesent BOOK IV 
■when hi3 father died , the aa-my was accustomed to obey chap n 

him , he got possession of his father’s treasures , the Em- — 

peror was far too weak to assert his nght of nommation , 
and Nazir Jung assumed the power and titles of Subahdar 
of the Deccan 

There was, however, a favourite grandson of Nizam al 
Mulk, the son of a descendant of Sadhoollah Elhan, Vizii 
to Shah Jehan, by a daughter of Nizam al Mulk His 
name was Hedayet Mohy ad din , to which he added the 
title of Moozuffer Jung He had been Nabob of Beejapore 
for several years, during the life of his grandfather , who, 
it was now given out and behoved, had nominated him 
successor by his wiU ‘ Such a competitor for the govern- 
ment of the Deccan appeared to Chunda Saheb the very 
man on whom his hopes might repose He offered his 
services, and they were greedily received To attam the 
assistance of Dupleis was regarded by them both as an 
object of the highest importance, and in a Subahdar 
of the Deccan, and a Nabob of the Carnatic, whom 
he himself should be the chief mstrument m raismg 
to power, Dupleis contemplated the highest advan- 
tages, both for himself and for his country Chunda 
Saheb persuaded iloozuffer Jung that they ought to 
commence their operations m the Carnatic, where the 
mterest of the family of Chimda Saheb would afford 
advantages Their troops had mcreased to the num- 
ber of 40,000 men, when they approached the con- 
fines of the Carnatic They were joined here by the 
Erench, who consisted of 400 Europeans, 100 Caffres, and 
1800 Sepoys, commanded by M d’Autenil* They imme- 
diately advanced towards Auwar ad din, whom on the 3rd 
of August, 1749, they found encamped under the fort of 
Amboor, fifty miles west from Aicot The Drench offered 
to storm the mtrenchment , and though twice beaten back, 
they advanced three times to the charge, and at last pre- 
vailed Anwar ad dm was slam in the engagement, at the 
uncommon age of 107 years , his eldest son was taken pn- 
soner , and his second son Mohammed Ab, with the wi:eck 

' Seer Mntakhareen, U1 116 Wilks says he ivas governor of the strong fort 
of Adoni, ch 

2 iidmolre pour la Compagnle des Indcs contra le Slenr Unplefa, p 30 
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BOOK IT of the annx oecapod to Tnohlnopolj, of which he wa* 
caiT n. Govemar.' 

“ Duplwi wffinot, that hod the rictonofa Jeoder*, accord- 

1 O jDg to hi* advice, advanced without dokj ogilnat Tnchi 
nopoly while the oonatemotlon of defeat remained, they 
TTOuId have obtouiod immediate powesaion of the places 
and the mcoesa of their eoterpr^ would hare been a*- 
anred. Thor ohoee, henrevor to go first to Arcot, that they 
might play for a whfle the Bubahdar and habob they 
afterwards paid a visit at ft>ndicbeny to if Dupleii, who 
gratified himself by receiving them with oriental dltjjaT 
and was gifted with the Btrvonjigntv of ojghty-one rilbigcs 
m the neighbourhood of the actUement. 

They marched not from PoadJeherry till the ray cod 
of October and Imteid of proceeding directly against 
Tnchinopoly as they bad settled with Dujdcix, thev di 
rectod their march to the aty of Tanjorr The urgency 
of their iiecumoiT wTiQbs and the prtKpcct of an ample 
supply from the lioarda of Tanjore made them underraJoe 
the delay The king was iwimmoncd to {Ay his amora of 
tnlmto, and a krgn sum os compensation for the expense 
of the war By negotiation, by promises, and atratagrme, 
ho endeavoured, and tbeeoftnen of his enomles enaUed 
him, to occupy their time till the very end of December 
when newa omrod that l«axir Jung; the SoUthdar was oo 
hla march to attack them. 

Naiir Jung had been summoned, upon his acet-nirtn, to 
the imperial presence and had advanced with a cunshler- 
able army as far aa the l^erbodda, when a cnunter-onlrr 
arrived. Infonned of thearobitksisdcslngiof hh nephew 
he accelerated his return i and was arrived at AuranpiUul 
when bo board of the overihrow tod death of the Nabob of 
thoGumtlc The impoUUodelaya of his eoetnir^ afforded 
» Onar t 1ST i U^wtotn d «•!»». F- r«W ** t*. 

>• i3 

j(/t»oirts«rr*»»vix.a c Ti*rfT»fiiCrt«r*^ •^rttvirUr'^r , 
twpirix 4o tk*i I fT*m7 w Tistt7VrtJ«u*J»rjr 
Um ctlrf» artATrt lbi<*«wfc t* TrtEbtots*!? *kkk ww U« a 

h MCnoTT U •UAa BMny «fcka JrtW kT W 
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THE EREHCH SUPPORT CHUNDA SAHEB. 

tune for Ins piefparations , and tliey were struck witli con- 
sternation when they now heard of his approach. They 
Broke up their camp with precipitation , and, harassed by 
-a body of Mahrattas, m the service of Nazir Jung, returned 
to Pondicherry ^ 

Duplets was admuably calculated foi the tncks of In- 
dian pohcy Though he exerted himself with the utmost 
vigour to animate the spirits, and augment the foice of 
his allies , lendmg them 60,OOOZ , declarmg that he would 
lend them still moie, and increasing the Prench foices to 
the number of 2000 Europeans , yet contemplating now, 
with, some terror, the chance of a defeat, he sought to be 
prepared for all events, and endeavoured secietly to open 
a negotiation with Nazir Jung He addiessed to him a 
memorial, m which he set forth the enmity which was 
borne by Anwar ad dm to the French nation , and the neT- 
cessity under which they weie placed to avail themselves 
of any aUies, to secure themselves from its effects , that 
the death of that Nabob, however, had now freed them 
from such obhgation, and they were ready to detach them- 
selves from the enemies of Nazii Jung , that they had al- 
ready manifested their fiiendly dispositions towards hun, 
m sparing Tanjoie, and suspending the siege of Tnchmo- 
poly, which the wctonous aimy of them and their allies, 
there was no doubt, might have easily taken" It was 
only, says Dupleis, the arrival of an Enghsh force in the 
camp of Nazir Jung, that prevented the Subahdar from 
embracing the proposal * 

From the beginnmg of 1747, the Enghsh had been m- 
tngumg, both with Nizam al Mulk and with Nazii Jung, 
against the French Besides a letter from the Enghsh 
Governor to the same effect. Commodore Gnffin, m a letter 
to Nizam al Mulk, dated March 6, 1747, said, “ I shall not 
enter mto a pai^ticular detail of all the robberies, cruelties, 
and depredations, committed on shore upon the King my 
Master’s subjects, by that msolent, perfidious nation the 
French, connived at, and abetted by those under your 
Excellency, (the Nabob of Aicot,) whose duty it v as to 
have preserved the peace of your country, instead of selling 
the mterest of a nation, with whom you have had the 
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msTonT OF Bsirisn ixdu 

ttricteri fHeDdthlp thne <mt of mmd a nation that has 
been the means not wil/ d enncbiog this part of the 
country tat the ishole dominions of the gnind Mosul } and 
that to a people who are Tcmarkable aH orer the world 
for enoroachinsapon, and siring dial orbaocos and dlaqalrt 
to aH near them a people who aro stmngera in toot coun- 
try in comporiaon of liu»o who hare been robbed by them 
of that moat important /ortrees and tSurtory Madras and 
now they aro poaseased of it, hare nelthor money nor cre- 
dit, to carry on the trade.^ — -^nd now cicelleDt Sr wo 
have laid this beforo yoo, for yonr information and consi- 
deration and moat entrcsit you, in the name of the Kins 
of Great Britain, my Boyal Master to call the habob to an 
acooont for hla past tmnaaotions,and£ntcrpoeoyoarpower 
to restore, os near as poasible in its original state, what 
has been ao unjustly taken from na." Applicatkm was at 
the same time made to hoiir Jong for his intejTst with 
hb father which that prince assorea the EngLish ly lelter 
ho had effectaoDy employed. A faTourable answerwoi ir- 
ceired ftomKlmmalMn(k,andamaDdatewasinit(oAnirar 
ad din Khan, called at that time by the Cnpilsh ADsrcnly 
TThan in which Were tbo foDowlng words ■ The English na- 
tioo, from ancient Umrt,are very obedient and icrrlccable to 
ns besides whldi they always prored to be o Mi ot true 
people, and it Is very hard that they act with these trou 
blca, miafortoDca, and dcstmctico. I do thcreforo write 
yon, to protect, aid, and assist them in all respccliv and 
nso yonr best codearoora in such a manner that the 
French may be aorerely chastised and rooted oQ^ lha his 
Majesty's sea port town may be rccorertd, and Ibsl the 
English nation may bo rested to their right, esUWuh 
themeelres in their former idace aa before and carry on 
their trade commerce for the flcnrisbnieot of the 
place. An agent of the English, a native named lUjeo 
nodee, wbo dates bl* letter from Arcol, thelOlhof iUrcb, 
1747 pwaento them with the ml state of the fiet in re- 
gord to Anwar ad din, the Nabob I take the UlNTriy to 
acquaint yoor wurahip, that an the htbob in hot a 
be doem not much regard the dtstrees of the people of thin 
prorinee, tat b all ahapes han respect to bit own fntemt 

and benefit Ihereforetbcro U no trunUng to his pTOtal^ 

The Frendi are very generous bmahbj pmeols of otber 
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people’s goods, both to the old and young” He advises the BOOK IV. 
Enghsh to he equally hberalvrith their gifts, and says, “Don’t chap ii 
regard the money, as Governor Morse did, but part with it • ■ ■■ 

for the safety of your settlehient ” .Mother of their 
agents, Boundla MootaJ, informed them that if they ex- 
pected any cordial assistance from Anwar ad din, they 
must send him money for it. The second son of Anwar 
ad dm, Mohammed Ah Ehan, showed himself duiing this 
period of Drench ascendency, rather favouiahle to the 
Enghsh probably, from that spint of discord which pre- 
vails in the ruhng families of the East, because his eldest 
brother displayed a partiahty to the French ‘ 

When, after the deaths of Nizam al Mulk and Anwar ad 
dm Khan, and the captivity of the eldest son of Anwai ad 
dm Khan, Nazir Jung marched into the Carnatic against 
Chunda Saheb and Moozuffer Jung, he summoned Moham- 
med Ah to jom him from Tnchinopoly, and sent to Fort 
St David to sohcit assistance from the Enghsh The arrival 
of Moozuffer Jung, the defeat of Anwar ad dm, which hap- 
pened when they were engaged m the attack of Tanjore, 
and the apprehended schemes of Dupleix, had struck the 
Enghsh with alaim “ They saw,” says hir Orme, “ the 
dangers to which they were exposed, but were mcapable 
of takmg the vigorous resolutions which the necessity of 
their affairs demanded” They allowed Mi Boscawen, 
with the fleet and troops, to set sail for England at the 
end of October, and sent only 120 Europeans to support 
Mohammed Ah at Trichmopoly * The presence, however, 
of Nazir Jung, at the head of a great army, encouraged ' 
them to command the detachment at Tnchmopoly to 
accompany Mohammed AJi , and a few days after their 
arrival m the camp. Major Lawrence, with 600 Europeans 
from Fort St David, jomed the army of the Subahdar 
The two armies were now sufficiently near to skirmish , 
when thirteen French officers, displeased that they had 
not shared m the spoils of Tanjore, resigned their commis- 
sions, and mfused terror and alarm mto the men they 
were destined to command D’Auteuil, considering it no 
longer safe to venture mto action with men thus affected, 
decamped the night before the expectfed battle, and re- 
treated m the direction of Pondicherry, leavmg Moozuffer 

1 Bous's Appendix, I 8 — 22 * Orae, 1 130, 133, 138 



’0 


HXSTOBr OP BRinSQ EOJLL 

DOOX IT Jung tad Chand* SttKeb, la « iUi« of dwpoii. Hoomfitr 
our n. J^thou^Htbert toTlddhimaelf trp to liiioodAbr 
“ — irhom ho w»a immedmW/ pot ia {eitera Ghand* Sjbeb, 

■*2- witH hi* o»n troops, mado hu way to PondwhenT ' 

Tba daagen were fbimidablo itmniaent which itow 
starod Onpletx m the itoo bat he had coofidBOce in the 
reooarcaa of hi* own gtaiui, and the alippeiy footing of ao 
oriental pn ao e. He sent an embaAsy to the cunp of the 
Txctonoo* finhohdar cflenog tmn* peace and at the 
aamo tune entered into oorreapondenoe with eonie die- 
adeoted chiefi in hia army j the*o were leader* of the 
Paton troops which Nlnun al Molk, a* the pnoclpal in 
Btnunont of hi* ombiUoii, had maintained in hi* hcrrieo ; 
and of which be hAd made the prindpol captains habob* 
of different diatnota m hi* Sub^ It was the atandmg 
policy of tB the ifoiiammciian princes in India fo com 
poae a great port of thoJr annlea of men drawn from the 
more lardy people of the north, the Tartan and Afgltan*. 
Of theeo people the men who amred in Indi* were mere 
aoklien of fortoira, accua t o ci ed to »«ek for wealth and di*> 
tinetioo throQgh crime*. If the master whom they *med 
were able to chiatise their perfidy and feed tbetr hopes 
of plunder and aggranduecaeot hy the prospect of his 
cooqoeata, they were oaoful and imiiortant inatnUDenta. 
The moment they aitpeared to hare more to gain by do- 
atroying than by MmngbUB,tbry arrclhemoatalajtning 
Momto of hia duger 

Kazir Jong bad the tunal character of a nun rdaeated 
a prince. Jle devoted hi* time to pleo-surB, and withdrew 
it frtKn bttainoaa ( clodded without cosaideratioa, hmeo 
nnwiaely and was at ooce loo Indolent and too proud to 
correct hia miatake*. Under aneh a master the PaUa 
lords cipccted, by aelllog their aerrices to a competUor 
to add both to their treosarca, and to the territonea of 
which the goTeroment was lodged in their bands. 

The depaUe* of DtjpIeU had reluroed from the cunp of 
baiir Jong, when P*Aatenll, who cootinoed to watch the 
motHraa of the army ohserriog the negligeoee with which 
the camp wa* gturded donng the night, detached an 


I Cutleilrt'i W*fl« Onac. L l>»- 1 0 1 ^ 
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ofl&cer -with. 300 hundred men, "wlio entered it unobserved, BOOK IV- 
penetrated into it a mile , spread terror and alam , killed chap n. 

upwards of a thousand of the enemy , and returned Tnth 

the loss of only two or three men , another proof of the 
extraordmary weakness of an Indian army, when opposed 
to the force of the European mind 

The Subahdar, alarmed at the presence of so enter- 
pnsmg an enemy, hastened to Arcot , while the Enghsh 
quaireUmg with him about the performance of his pro- 
mises, and the abandonment of their cause by withdrawing 
his army, left the camp m disgust, and removed the only 
important obstacle to the machinations of the conspirators 
and Dupleix 

"While the Subahdar spent his time at Arcot in the 
pleasures of the harem and the chase, of both of which he 
was immoderately fond, the French exhibited new speci- 
mens of their activity and enterprise A small body of 
troops sailed to Masulipatam, at the mouth of the nver 
Kastna, once the prmcipal mart of that legion of India, 
attacked it by surpnse in the night, and gamed possession 
with a tnflmg loss and anothei detachment seized the 
Pagoda of Tnvadi, about fifteen miles west from Fort St 
David. Mohammed Ah obtamed permission to detach 
himself from the army of the Subahdar, for the purpose of 
dislodgmg them from Tnvadi, in this he obtamed as- 
sistance from the Enghsh, who were deeply mterested m 
preventmg the French from gaming a position so near 
Some attacks which Mohammed All and the Enghsh made 
upon the pagoda were unsuccessful , and these aUies 
began to quarrel Mohammed Ah would neither advance 
pay to the Enghsh, nor move his troops between the 
pagoda and Pondicherry , upon which they left him The 
French, who expected this event, waited for its amval , 
attacked Mohammed Ah , gamed an easy victory, and 
made hun fly to Arcot, with two or three attendants The 
French, stiU aimmg at further acquisitions, advanced 
against the celebrated Fort of Qmgee, situated on a vast 
insulated rock, and deemed the strongest fortress in the 
Carnatic They stormed the fortifications to the very 
summit of the mountam , and contemplatmg afterwai ds 
the natural strength of the place, felt astonished at their 
own success 



niSTOBT OF BQinSH INDIA 

BOOS rr Tlu* laii exploit dkturbed the tmiqulllitj tni the 
OUT n. tmosement* of the Sabehdar and he offered to enter upon 
— — — negotiation. The demiada of the Fremi were lofty hailr 
Jong, ihonfon begtn hie march to Qfngee. Botltina 
now October ITW, and the rain* began. The Sababdar 
kept the field but felt exceedingly weary of the cooteat { 
and at laat appetired InoUned to concede whatertr tra* 
demanded by the French. Ihjpleiinegotuled at once with 
the traitor* and the Sababdar He had just coochiM hi* 
treaty with the Sababdar when hi* cotninander at Glogce 
roceirea from the tnulon tho concerted call Homarche* 
with hta whole foroe attack* the camp of the Sabahdor 
and U joined by the traiton by one of whom hanr Jung 
u ahot through the heart. Iq hi* Memoir Dupleix iSrma, 
that he wrote immediately tolnfonn the Commandcrat 
Gingeo of the concloaioo of the treaty and to loereot far- 
ther faoatihtie*, but that hi* letter ar^rrd not IDJ after tho 
rerolatlcn was performed. 

Mooxaffof Jaog wa* now freed from hJs ImpnwmDenl, 
and Te*ted with the aathority of Sababdar Immediately 
howerer the eoormoaa demomds of the IVio nobler to 
whose perfidy be owed bt» power began to oppm* Lira t 
and be only parried their uoportomtiee by asaerting the 
Dece«ity of forming hi* arrangcmenl* In concert with 
Duplelx- I^fly were the hope*, in which that ambitious 
leader *eomed now entitled to indolgo hlmaelt Mooruffer 
JungadTancedtoPoiKlieheny and lariahcd upon him erery 
tcatimony of gratltade and frinMbbip. DuplcLx exerted 
him»elf to eatiafT the Patan lord* who, aeelog hH deter- 
mination to eapport their ma-UcT permitted him to rc- 
tronch their demand and trearomi up their r e sentments 
for a fatoro day An adept in Indian pulley when be bad 
men of their dangerou* character within the walls of 
Poodlcherry would hare taken care how they made their 
escape. 

Duplelx wa* appointed Ooremor of the Mogul domh 

nhTPrtliyrfFTtiaiktUie-awttt/XttWJrar bjI 
r**W. rtMrfUr k»T* Un wrrtM * 0>n* kM W« •• tM 

i:BClM>SubMttMrrr«««UhOMS«i4*dvta>*7ainT«U'YU^ 

baa tujL f» a «< — — f I U* *»l 

fca ba* bnj< M Lh bstrrmrr vrt Mnr* 14 *<-Un ^ » <S 

n* JrTt<«147tL«T*nM tteaiilttr 1*4 vtvtrrnnM MM atrlml 

ta U7 ^OriD* L tlk^W 
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nions on the coast of Coromandel from the nver Kistna to BOOR lY 
Cape Comorm , and Chunda Saheb his Deputy at Arcot chap ii 

Mohammed All, who had fled to Tnchmopoly, upon the 

assassmation of Nazir Jung, now offered to resign his pre- 
tensions to the nabobship of the Carnatic, provided Du- 
pleix, who hstened to the overture, would obtain from the 
new Subahdar a command for him, m any^ other part of 
his dormnions 

Moozuffer J ung left Pondicherry in the month of January, 

1751, accompamed by a body of French tioops, with 
M. Bussy, who had signahzed himself in the late transac- 
tions, at their head The army had marched about sirby 
leagues , when a disturbance, in appearance accidental, 
aiose among a part of the troops , presently it was disco- 
vered, that the Patan chiefs weie m levolt , and that they 
had seized a pass in fiont through which it behoved the 
army to proceed They were attacked with great spirit, 
the French ai tiUery carried eveiy thing before it , and a 
victoiy was gamed, when the impetuosity of the Subahdai 
earned lum too far in the pursuit, and he was shot dead 
with an arrow * M Bussy was not a man wh'o lost his pre- 
sence of mind, upon an unexpected disaster He repre- 
sented to the principal commanders the necessity of agree- 
mg immediately upon the choice of a master , and as the 
son of Moozuffer J ung was an mfant, and the present state 
of affairs leqmred the authority of a man of years, he re- 
commended Salabut Jung, the eldest survivmg son of 
Nizam al Mulk, who was present in the camp, and who 
without delay was raised to the vacant command Salabut 
Jung promised the same concessions to the French which 

I had been made by his predecessor, and the army conti- 
nued its march towards Golconda.* 

The Europeans in India, who hitherto had crouched at 
the feet of the meanest of the petty governors of a district, 
were astonished at the progress of the French, who now 

1 Onne says he -was killed in personal conflict ivlth the Nahoh of 
Canoul, by -ffhom ho iras thrust through the forehead ivlth a Javelin 1 
64— W 

2 For the above details see Onne 1 142 — 166 History and Management of 
the East India Company, p 74 — 79, Cambridge’s War In India, p 10 — 16 
Seer Mntakhareen, ill 116 — 118 , the author of nhich says that MoozuflTer Jung 
had a plot against the Patans, v ho on this occasion ivcre not the aggressors , 

Mdmoire pour Dupleix, p 65 — 68, ivho saj-s he entered Into the conspiracy 

' against Natir Jung because he would not listen to peace , JIdmoire contra 
Dnplelx, p 47—61 IVUks, chap vll , with whom Dupleix is a favounte 



60 msTour or ujimsir ijrou 

BOOK IV wemed to prwide orer tho -wbolo rtgloo of tbo Deccan. 
CMXT It. A letter to Dopleii, from a faeod fa the camp of Selabat 
— — — Joiift affirmed that fa a little time the ifogol co Ms 

throne woold tremble at the name of Dopleii ‘and how 
OTOT prtiuinphiotta this prophecy might appear UtUc was 
wantfag to eeeare its fuUlment 
The English, atmk fa apathy or deapoir were so far as 
yot from t akin g any Tigoroos measores to oppoeo a tor- 
rent by which they were likely to bo overwhelmed, that 
Major Lawreoco, the commander of tho troope, on wboro 
mihtary talents and aothority their wholo dependenco 
was placed, took the eortracedinary resoJntloai, not op- 
pooed, ft would seem, hy the Council, of retormng at thb 
cnticM jonotare to Eogtand. They oaed their fafTaeoco, 
indeed, to praroit Mohammed All from carryfag into 
exoentioa the propoeol he had made to the French of enr- 
tvoderios Trichiaepaij f hnl Mohammed All, and the 
Engliah fa concert, n^e offer to acknowledge Chtinda 
So^b, Kabob of all the Cbmatle, with the eiceptloti of 
TrKhfaopoIy and its depeodendea. TMs the hrcnch 
treated as a Jeparfare from the original proposal ef Mo- 
hammed All, and replied with haagbUnen a^ contempt. 
The tngllfth now engaged to enpport him, and he resolml 
to bold oat The gororoor of iladura, however a amall 
ailjocent province, formerly a llindn rajashlp, dcclaml for 
Chimda ^eb, and an attempt, made by a party of tho 
English, to reduce it, was repelled. 

Tomxjtis tho begmnlog of April, Chanda Soheb began 
his march from Arcot and abmt the aome time Captain 
Gingens, sritli tho Enjdbh, was deepotebed from Fort St 
David. Chanda Sabeb sras encamped near the Fort of 
t olcondah, on tho great road betw -en TVichinopoly and 
Areot, when tho English approached A battle was 
bnmght oc bat the English officers apent so much time 
fa dcliberatkia as to discoaraga the men and the F^ro 
pcan soldiers lied shamefully from the EcU, even whUs 
the Caffres and native Ireopi maintained the conttit. 
The army retreated i and though it posted itscU; and cn- 
oamped at two diff er g g t places, UUtoor and neboo'L* It 
quitted both upoo tho arrival ef the enemy and at U. t 
took ahclter nnder tho walla of Tnchinopoly dcmla 
1 UOsotra eoslv Pvi tetx. 
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Saheb and tlie Frencli lost no time in following, and sat BOOK IV 
down on tlie opposite side of tlie town chap ir 

The city of Tnchinopoly, at the distance of about ninety 

miles from the sea, is situated on the south side of the 
great river Cavery, about half a mile from its bank , 
and, for an Indian city, was foitified with ertraordinaiy 
strength About five miles higher up than Trichmopoly, 
the Cavery divides itself into two branches, which^ after 
separatmg to the distance of about two miles, again ap- 
proached, and bemg only prevented from umtmg, about 
fifteen miles below Tnchinopoly, by a naiTOW mound, they 
form a pemnsula, which goes by the name of the Island of 
Senngham , celebrated as containmg one of the most re- 
markable edifices, and one of the most venerated pagodas, 
m India , and henceforward remarkable for the straggly 
constitutmg an em in the history of India, of which it 
was dow to be the scene 

The presidency of Fort'St David, somewhat roused by 
seemg the army of Mohammed Ah driven out of the Car- 
natic, and obhged to take shelter beyond the Cavery, 
made several efforts to reinforce the troops they had sent 
him , whom, after aU, they were able to augment to the 
number of only 600 men There was another misfortune J 
for notwithstaudmg the urgency with which, m the de- 
pressed and alarmmg state of their affairs, the Enghsh 
were called upon for the utmost exertions of then* virtue^ 

“a fatal spint of division,” says Major Lawrence, “had 
unhappily crept m among our officers, so that many oppor- 
tumties and ^vantages were lost, which gave the country 
alhance but an indifferent opmion of our conduct ” * The 
French, however, made but feeble efforts for the reduction 
of the place , and the Enghsh were too much impressed 
with an opimon of then own weakness to hazard any 
enterpnze to dislodge them ^ 

* Lawrence’s Narrative in CamMdge’s Wot in India, p 28 “In the middle 
of July,” says Ormo, i 182, “ the discontent which prevailed among the offi- 
cers, mode it necessary to remove several of them, at a time when there were 
very few fit toancceed to their posts 

2 Law, the commander of the French forces, whom I am much more lu- 
dincd to believe than Dnplehc, one of the most andacions contemrers of truth 
that ever engaged in crooked politics, asserts bis tvant of strength for any 
efficient operation , as Duplels who had entered Into a correspondence ■with 
Mohammed AJi, and relied upon his promise to open to the French the gates 
of Trlchinopoly, sent him, not to attack Trichinopoly, hnt to receive possession 
of it He adds, that when they were surprised by Mohammed All’s firing upon 

TOL.ni G 
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BOOK IV TFldld tie Tm ttm* *t TWelanopoIj- CTm, 

caiT a. >riio lud been made n osptein, to onpplj aome of tie le- 
■ ntorali ocotudoned by the recent diecont^mts, pcrtuideJ 
tie Precdenoy to oreete a diTeruon, by sending Him to 
etude iLTCot, tie eapjUl of Cbimda Soiei, kB with a 
vary alender defenoe. Hdx yoong man was tho eoo of a 
gentleman of small forttmo in Shropehlie. From Ibo 
ontaotableness of his own deposition, or tie tinetesdme^ 
of hit fatier’s, ie ims mored vien a boy from ooe to 
ODotier throagh a great rariety of ecioolf at wilch ho 
iras daring Impetuous, artne to application, and impa 
tient of control At tie age of mnoteeen be wu appointed 
a writer In tie aetnee of tie £ut Xod/a Company «rul 
Sent to Madraa liere iJs (orbalmce, tioogi ie was not 
iI{-Qatnred, eognged him In qiamU witi lus equals ill 
diaUke of appicatioo and control premUU bis acquiring 
the benefxikoco of ilssnpcnor*.* tTben the capitulation 
irtti Madras was rlolat^ Qire m*do his escape in a 
Mobanimedan dreas to Fort St Dadd, and vbeo tit siege 
of PaadkietTy was tmderUken, ie was allowed to enter 
intd tie mUit^ sendee with tie rank of on essrgn. At 
tie siege of Boodtebeny and tbe enterprUe sgulnst Deri 
Cotoi, be rendered ilnoolf conqplcoous by coding proU 
0 ^ danger and eiiibltbg in them a doHng intr^idilv 
DisoeniiiTg mao, howercr perceired, along with Ids ra. i- 
a coolness and prevnee of mJml, vlti a readiun-s of 
reaoorce in tbe nudst of danger whici made Lonrnce, 
at an early penod, point him oat as a man of prombe 
Upon tbe ccruclosictti of the slTsif at Dtrl-Cotsi, Clire 
re turn ed to his oItU ocotTpotion but no sooner Ud bis 
countrymen resume tbe sword, than bU own dbpoiiUon, 
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■and tlie scarcity of officers^ again involved lum m opera- BOOK lY 
tions, fai better suited to his restless, daiing, and conten- chap n 

tious mmd He had accompanied the troops sent for the 

•defence of Trichinopoly, till after the affair at Volcondah, 1762 
and had been employed by the Piesidency in conductmg 
the several reinforcements ivhich they had attempted to 
forward. He was now furnished with 200 Europeans and 
300 Sepoys , and to spare even these, EoH St David and 
Madras were left, for their defence, the one with 100, and 
the other with fifty men To command them he had 
eight officers, of whom six had never been in action, and 
four were young men m the mercantile service of the 
Company, whom his own example” had inflamed For 
artillery they had three field-pieces, and two eighteen 
poundeis were sent after him The enemy, who remamed 
in gamson at Arcot, which was an open town, defended 
by a fort, abandoned the place, and gave him possession 
•without resistance Expectmg a siege, he exerted his ut- 
most ddigence to supply the fort, and that he might 
prevent the fugitive gamson, who hovered around, from 
resuming their courage, he made frequent salhes , beat up 
their camp m the middle of the night , defended himself 
with vigour when assailed , and harassed them by inces- 
sant and danng attacks In the meantime Chunda Saheb 
detached 4000 men from his army at Tnchmopoly, which 
were jomed by his son with 160 Europeans from Pondi- 
cherry , and, together -with the troops already collected 
m the neighbourhood, to the number of 3000, entered 
the city Chve immediately resolved upon a -violent at- 
tempt to dislodge them Going, out with almost the whole 
of the gamson, he with his artdlery forced the enemy to 
leave the street in which they had posted themselves , 
but filhng the houses they fired upon his men, and obhged 
him to -withdraw to the fort. In warrmg against the 
people of Hindustan, a few men so often gam unaccount- 
able -victories over a host, that on a disproportion of num- 
bers solely no enterprise can be safely condemned as 
rash , m this, however, Chve ran the greatest risk, -with 
but a feeble prospect of success He lost fifteen of his 
Europeans, and among them a heutenant , and his only 
artillery officer, -with sixteen other men, was disabled. 

Next day the enemy -was reinfoiced -with 2000 men frpjo. 
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HISTOBr OF BHmSir dBIA, 

BOOK IT Tfllorc. Th® fort via inore thu i mO® in «*'t»i‘!r|fnf »r^r>i-<^ 
our n. th® viUfl m many {dicei ruizwos tlie toTren Iocoot^- 
' nlent and docayBd and erwything unfaToortU® to dc- 
^ ^ fijDC® yet CLtb found O7* nseana of t, f 0 ®ctaal 

leiistanea;. TTlien th® es>einy attempted to atonn at tro 
breachei^ on® of fiAj and one of ninety feet, ho repolaed 
them with bat eighty Eoropeana and ISO Sepoya 6t for 
doty BO offoettuUy did h® arail himaolf of hii feeble 
TCBCnrceB, and to cnoh a pitch of fortltade had be exalled 
the ^irit of thoae oodor hia command. Daring tbo fof 
lowing night the enemy abandoned the toim with pre- 
erp H a tkm , afUr they maintained the aiego for fifty 
daji. A reinforcement ^txn Uadna joined him oq the 
foQoirlng day and, tearing a amaJl garriaoQ in Arcot, he 
aet oat to pnraae the enemy With the aglet an ec of a 
amall body of Uahirnttaa^ who Joined Mm in hope* of 
phmder he gate the enemy noir giretly rtdoced bj tho 
dropplos ^ ^ aniflmrica, a defeat at Ami, az^ re> 
corered OoDjererazn, Into which the Firnch had throws 
a garriaoc, whets they had behared with barbarity to 
some EngUab prisonen among the reat two woonded 
olBoeB^ whom they aetted istuz^g from Arcot to ^fa- 
drai, and threatened to expoee co th® rampart, If the 
Engliah attached them. After (heae important trin^ac- 
tiona, CUt® returned to Fort SL Darid aboat tb® end of 
December The enemy do aoooer foend that he waaoat 
of tb® fleU than they re-a»embled, and marched to rarage 
the Coizmany'a temtoiy Heinforetd hr acme troopa 
which bad arrired from Bengal, b® went oat to meet them 
in tbo end of Febroary Th^y abandoned their camp upon 
hla approach ; bat with intent to aarj>ri«o Arcot, from 
which th® principal pari of the garrison bad marched to 
the reinfotxement of dire They expected tho gate* to 
be opened by two ofQceri of the EnglUb Fepoya, whom 
they had cormptedj but th® plot being drseorer^ and 
tbelr ilgnala i»t anawered, they did i>ot Tentnre to mai® 
an attack, and aoddenly rrilhdzrw Tbcm5,h Jnfmned of 
their retreat, CUre waa atOl hasteniog hi* tnarcb to Arcot, 
when at ann-eet hia ran was uneiprcteJIy fired upon ty 
the enemy’s artillery; and a hot engagement enmnL Th* 
auperior force of 1^ enemy afforded them great aJrxa 
tagea, and aeemed likely to deeiJe tho ceoteat, tudm hy 
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«ome expedient their cannon cotlld be seized At ten at BOOK IV 
night Chve detached a party, who, favoured by the dark- chap u 

ness, came upon it unexpectedly in the rear , defeated the 

troops who were placed for its defence , and succeeded 
completely m that important enterprise After this dis- 
aster, the enemy dispersed , and before Chve could under- 
take any new exploit, he was ordered to the presidency , 
where it was determmed to send him, with all the troops 
imder his command, to Tnchmopoly It was fortunate 
that the enemy, dispunted by the last, in addition to so 
many former disappomtments and defeats, disbanded 
themselves at the same moment , the country troops de- 
parting to their homes, and the Ikenoh bemg recalled to 
Pondicherry 

While these active operations were performing in the 
province of Arcot, Mohammed Ah, though he appeared to 
have little to fear fiom tl\e attacks of the French upon 
Tnchmopoly, began to have everythmg to dread from the 
deficiency of his funds The English, whom he engaged 
to mamtam out of his own treasury, were now obhged to 
be mamtamed at the cost of the Presidency, His own 
troops were without pay, and there was no prospect of 
keepmg them long fiom mutmy or dispersion. He had 
apphed for assistance to the Government of Mysore, a 
considerable Hmdu kmgdom, which had risen out of the 
wreck of the empire of Beejanugger, and viewed with 
dread the elevation of Chunda Saheb, who had formeily 
aimed at its subjugation Mohammed Ah renewed his 
importumties , and, by piomising to the Mysoreans what- 
ever they chose to ask, prevailed upon them to march to 
his assistance They arrived at Tnchmopoly about the 
middle of February, 20,000 strong, mcludmg 6000 Mah- 
rattas, who had entered mto their pay, and of whom a 
part were the same with those who had assisted Chve 
after the siege of Arcot Their arrival determmed the 
Emg of Tanjore, who tdl then had remamed neutral, to 
send 5000 men A few days after Chve was recalled to 
Fort St David, he was agam prepared to take the field , ' 

but on the 26th of March, Major Lawrence returned fiom 
England, and put himself at the head of the reinforcement 
which consisted of 400 Europeans and 1100 Sepoys, with 
eight field-pieces, and a large quantity of mihtaiy stores 
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BOOK rr Both partffli h»d their eyw fixed upon the reiixforceiBent, 
coAf n. -»i>d Boplafx sent repeeted order* tlut it might he inter 
~ ' ^ oepted at nil ertmt*. The effort*, hoTerer of the enemy 
rTK- proved tmiiTaflmg end lAwrcnco in eafely joined tho 
c*mp 

It wt8 nov determined to »tt*ck the enemy In their 
c*mp. Thia it t aA the French h*d not the re^olnlicn, or 
the means to mthgtand, and ftjnned the determination of 
pa win g oxer to the i*tand of Seringham. Ohimd* Sahetv 
It f* caidl, rcmooatrat ei h hot vithoQt ar*n In the htmy 
of their retreat, the enoniy w er e able to can 7 over ocjy a 
part of their baggage, ood bm ned what they were unable 
to remove of the prorisioD* which tber had coDeoted In 
their magazioe*.* 

As delay wei dangenma to the Englnh, from the dr^ 
cirmtUnix* of thdr allte% It wa* ibe^ p^rr to redoco 
the enemy to extremIHca within the ahortest po«dble 
time. With thb new CUte adrtaed them to detach a jwit 
of the army to the other aide of the Ctoleroon, for the pw 
pose of Ifltereeptiag the eocmT'a auppUea. Thoup,h tbm 
TV haxud In this plan ( for an ODterpriaieg enemy bj 
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attacking one of the divisions, might gam a decisive ad van- BOOK IV 
tage before the other could arrive, Lawrence accepted the chap n 

advice , and Ohve was detached for the performance of the 

service It was executed with his usual activity, spirit, 
and success Dupleix made -the strongest exertions to 
remforce and supply his army , but was baffled in every 
attempt D’Auteuil, at the head of a large convoy, was 
first compelled to suspend his march , was afterwards at- 
•tacked m the fort to which he had retired, and at last 
taken prisoner The enemy were soon in distress for pro- 
visions , their camp was cannonaded by the Enghsh , the 
troops of Chunda Saheb left his service , and he himself 
lookmg round for the means of pei-sonal safety, chose at 
last to trust to the generosity of the King of Tanjore, and 
dehvered himself, under the promise of protection, into 
the hands of the Tanjorme commandei The French 
soon after capitulated, and surrendeied themselves pri- 
soners of war 

The fate of Chunda Saheb 'was lamentable He was 
immediately put in fetters by the faithless Tanjonne A 
dispute, under the power of which of them he should le- 
mam, arose between the Mysorean and Mahratta chiefs, 
the Tanjonne Generals, and Mohammed Ah To compro- 
mise the dispute. Major Lawrence proposed that he should 
be confined in one of the Enghsh forts The parties sepa- 
rated without conung to an agreement , and the Tanjonne 
immediately ordered him to be assassinated Dupleix 
affirms that he was murdered by the express command of 
Major Lawrence, which it is difficult to suppose that 
Dupleix must not have known to be untrue But it is 
true, that Lawrence showed an mdifference about his fate 
which IS not very easy to be reconciled with either huma- 
mty 01 wisdom He well knew that his murder was, m 
the hands of any of them, the probable, m those of some 
of them, the oertam consequence, of their obtammg the 
charge of his person He well knew, that if he demanded 
him with firmness, they would have aU consented to his 
confinement m an Enghsh fort * And, if he did not know, 
it IS not the less true, that m the hands of the Enghsh he 

' Onno says it ivas so proposed by LaTvrencc.bnttbat the confederates ironld 
not assent At tills period, the Enfillsh were not so well ossnred of their 
power ns to pretend to dictate to the uatiye princes with whom they co-opera- 
ted — W 
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BOOK IV might h*TB become • poirerfol imtrtimeiit Trilt irliJch to 
cttAP II. coontmrorfc the mtchlmikiia of Dajueix. At anr i*t<v 
" “ “ Doplufr, of aU men, on thij grocmil, bid the leaat title to 
1 it xaaa an accaaation against the T!r n; H«h ^ alnco be had re- 
aolred to imprieoci for life hi* iinfartnnate aTlj - and to 
reign sole K^>ob of the Chmatio himself' 

The &ihire of the enemy at TrichfnopolT thepoasesaloa 
of irhiflh both portfea appeor to haro Ttlued too high, 
produced In the breaataof tbo English bopea of tmdispated 
aoperiorlty and of that tide of riches, which unboamled 
sway In the adairi of the Oamatio promised to their 
delnded intagiaatiooa. i^jor JAwreoce was In haste to 
march thrtmgh the pronnce, InTwiing his tHumphant 
habob and aaw no place, eioept Qtogee^ abich he im»> 
gined wooM retard hia p r ogress . 

He was not a little aurprbed when the dckri of the 
Kabob indicated much leas ImpaUesce. The Ivaliob wa.% 
in fact, cngigwi'in a troublesoroe dispute. Among tbo 
IndueemenU which ho had employed to gain the asentanco 
of the ^lyaorcans, he had eempkd to promise the 
poas c ael oa of Triehinopoty and lU Jepe&deDcics. The 
Myaorean chief now lasiet^ upon perfomuneo ami the 
IXabratta captain, who eagerly desired an opportunltr of 
obtaining Inchinopoly for himself eoconra^ bis pre- 
tensions. 

loteiUgeoce of this dtspote was a thunderstroke to Law 
rence. lUs eoontry had paid dear for IViehinopolr j yet 
now it appeared that It could not be retained, I y him for 
whom it wus gained, without e flagrant riobtlon of hocour 
and faith. The xlofatlon of honour and faith the ^s^>^.}\ 
in the Indian manner trealed as a matter of entire In Ig 
nifiomee. The Jlysorran coald not but Ijiow he rakl, 
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that such a promise was never made to be fulfilled , and BOOK lY 
doubtless no Indian can beheve of any man, that he will chav h 

keep more of a promise than it is his interest, or than he 

IS compelled, to keep ' 

After some time lost in altercation, the Nabob promised 
to fulfil his engagement, and debver up the fort m two 
months, and with this the Mysorean, finding no more 
could be obtained, allowed himself for the present to 
appear satisfied The English, leavmg a gamson in the 
foi-t, set forward to estabhsh their Nabob , but the aux- 
'hary troops of Tanjore, and of Tondeman, had marched to 
iheir homes , and the LIysoreans and Mahrattas refused 
:o depart from Tnchmopoly 

Dupleix was not reduced to despondency, by the stroke 
vhich the English imagined had realized their fondest 
lopes As it was the chaiacter of this man to form 
jchemes, which fiom then magnitude appeared romantic, 

50 was it his practice to adhere to them with constancy, 
jven when the disasters which he encountered in their 
ixecution seemed to counsel nothmg but despair Nor 
iid the resources of his mind fail to second its firmness 
Ee stiU found means to oppose a nearly equal, in a httle 
lime a more than equal, force to his opponents 

It was resolved, and very unwisely, that the first ope- 
ration of the Engbsh should be the reduction of Gmgee , 
garrisoned by the French , and the only place in the pro- 
vmce expected to yield a senous resistance Major Law- 
rence condemned this plan of operations, and recommended 
the previous recovery of the province, and the collection 
of the rents , but by the influence of Mr Sanders, the 
President, his opinion was over-ruled.* Dupleix despatched 
1 force for the purpose of seizang the passes of the moun- 
tains by which Gmgee is suriounded, and of mterceptmg 
the Enghsh convoys The detachment of the English 
army, which had arrived at Gmgee, marched to dislodge 
them, but, instead of succeedmg m their object, sustamed 
a defeat 

The French, elevated by this advantage, remforced them 
victorious party with as many troops as they found it pos- 

* Colonel Wilks Is very severe on the treachery of the Nabob, and on the 
English for abetting it Historical Sketches, nt supra, p 235 — 291 

2 Lawrence s Narrative, p 42 
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BOOE IT tible io ickJ tnto tlie Arid. TMa trmj by xiy of tmrapli, 
eair n. narchtd daw to th# Tory booods of Fort St IkriJ. A 
company of Saia, m tho Englith service, wore wnt oo 
thh emwgerncy from Madns to Fort St Porid, in brola, 
oootrary to the adrice of Lnwrence, wbo entreated they 
inigbt be aentin aahlpof force} iindDapJeij,nDrTartraiiJfd 
by the T»±n forma of a trea^ of peace aubeletinj be- 
bioea En^tmd and Franco, whflo both partira ircro tIo* 
lating the vabatanoo of tt crery dar toot them priioocra 
of war by a ahip fit»m PoadJeherry rootL lAwreoce baa- 
tened toward the C3>emy HU force cooeUted of 4C0 
ForopennK, 1700 Sepoys 4000 troope belenginp to tho 
l\abob, and nine pieoea of emmoo. Tho French array 
eocaUted of 400 £arDpean% 1500 Sepora, and 500 hone ; 
who declined a bottle^ till lawrence by a feigned retreat, 
inspired them with confidence. The action, which took 
pliM sear Bahoor twn xoflee from Fort SL Darid wsa 
decidcdJy io fiiroor of the FogUah } but wemld hare been 
far rnore deftroctiretothe French had the habob a cavalry 
done thdr doty who, tnatcad of charging the rooted foe 
betook themaelres to the more agreeobie eperatiun of 
piondenog thoir camp. After thU aeaaooalU Tirtery 
Captain Clrre waa cmpkiyed, with a atoall detachment, to 
redo® tho two forti^ eaBed Coreloog nod ChltqjlJpal, 
'rhUh ho executed with bU uniaJ rigemr and a<UreM 
and then returned to Corope for hJa health. About the 
same time the monaoea comjieUed the armT to with Iraw 
/hxn the field. 

During tboc tranwicllooa, hni^}fTaJ, the Myvorean 
General, waa not Idle before Trlebioepolr He taade 
aererol attempts to get into tho fort ly auqeire a well 
ai to corrupt the treopa and hU effort beU Ch] tain 
Ihltcai, commanding tho Eoglioh pimaco, pcrpeloally on 
tbewatA. The Tlewa of that chief were DOW al+o, directed 
toward the French and ao much j^r ogreas had b«^n mad# 
Jn tho adjustment of Icnn^ that a body of 30^0 dUbrattan 
wero actually on tbeJr march to Jdo tho ruemy wbrn tlw 
■victory at Bahonr pimloeed a rrrolutlon in their 
and they joined tho ThtglUh, as if they had marrhr*! frfto 
Trichlnoj dy with that express design. Ihirio the Inter 
T*1 of wintersjoarfen*, ibo negotUboos »|lh the Frrt, b 
were cumpleted, and tho jiahrattas, at as early |criciJ, 
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marched to Pondiclierry , While the Mysoreans, to give BOOK IV 
themselves aU possible chances, remamed hefoieTncluno- chap ii 

•poly, as still allies of the Enghsh , but they declared them- 

selves, before the armies resumed their operations , and 
attacked an advanced post of Gaptam Dalton’s, defended 
by sixty Europeans and some Sepoys, virhom they destroyed 
to a man 

Before these desigtls of the Mysorean and Mahratta 
chiefs Tvere brought -to maturity. Major Lavuence had 
given hiB advice to seize them, m one of their conferences 
■with Captain Dalton ^ If there "was any confidence, during 
negotiation, reposed in the Enghsh hy the Indians, beyond 
■what they reposed m one another, a confidence of -which 
the loss ■would have been iisked by such a blo-w, ■we are 
not mformed , the danger "wMch might have been averted 
by securmg the p6rsons of those enemies, ■was of consider- 
able amount 

Dupleix, though so emmently successful m addmg io 
the number of combatants on his side, ■was reduced to the 
greatest extremity for pecuniary supphes The French 
East India Company were much poorer than even the 
English , theiesources 'which they fomished from Europe 
were propoitionally feeble , and though perfectly ■wdhng 
to share ■with Dupleix in the hopes of conquest, ■when 
enjoyment -was speedily promised, their impatience foi 
gam made them soon tued of the war , and they were 
now importunately urgmg Dupleix to find the means of 
condudmg a peace Under these difficulties Dupleix had 
employed his o^wn fortune, and his own credit, m answenng 
the demands of the ,wai , and, as a last resource, he now 
turned his -thoughts to Mortiz All, the Governor of Velore 
He held up to bim the prospect of even the Nahohship 
itself, m hopes of dra^wmg Horn him the riches which he 
was reputed to possess. Mortiz Ah repaired to Pondf- 
cheny, and even advanced aiconsiderable sum , but finding 

1 In josHco to ilajor LaTTrencejIt must "be remarkecl that this advice was 
given only upon the detection of n plot, set on foot by tlie Mysorean general, 
to assassinate Captain Dalton, and surprise Trichlcopolj , there being no Open 
rupture yet even with Mohammed All, much less with the English “ It was 
on the discovery of this,” says the Major, “that I proposed Dalton should 
seize on the Maissorean and Morarow, which he might easily have done hy a 
surprise, as he often had conferences wdtli them , jmd I must own I thought. 

Injustice, it would have heen right to have done It hut thelresidoncy were 
of another opmlon ” laiwrencg’s ifarrative, p 39 — W 
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that imidi morowM expected, be broie off iho oepjUatfoa, 
and retired to bit fort. 

Tbe contendlnE pert^ looked forward with altmd 
proepocts to the ncit campolgn. Bt tbe co-oiwralioo of 
tbo HjaoreaiBi, and tbe Jonctlon d tbe Halrnttu, tbe 
latter of whom, fimii tbe abilities of Ibeir leader and tbeir 
lony experience of Europoanwarfan^ were no eoateajptfble 
allies, tbe French had greatljr tbo adranta^ in numerical 
force. In tbe capaci^ however of their officen, and in 
tbo quality of their European troops, they soon felt a 
remarkable hfcrioritj' lowreace, witbotrt bdof: a man of 
talenta, waa an active and clear beaded K4dier and tbe 
tn>c^« whom be commanded, botb oSccra and men, arv 
peered, by a happy coDtingency to combine in tbeir IitUe 
body aO tbe rirtoea of a Brittih army The Earopean 
troops of tbe enemy on tbe other hand, were tbe very 
refuse of the French popolatlon and Lawrence biisaeU^ 
caodidiy con/eascs that tbeir offleera were freqoentlr area, 
in tbe boor of action, making tbe greatest rfforta, and 
witboat effect, to retain them in tbeir ranks, /mong 
tbeir commanders, not a man abowed any talents } and 
Eopleix with great bitterness eocDplaJD^ that, with the 
eiception of Bony be never bid an oQcer on whoee 
ability be could place tbe amaliest rvUance.' 


I uahktnrtotterKwfewiaMtr «aW icis iru.iM«ir^tw 

nentt* v>n tb* CiMi 7 «*T mt hl9 vm, trttMi, 4 i' a nwv *, rt Uajflt. 
lU MT*« LVmaUqwro* irCwstrf ri ar*T«;tai SMif-i 

trwpo tcaarte* •voK 4sf«a*<TTn Cc«>X«r<la feanir >• •UfaUai 

atakcbolL IkkUi nl« ^ niri iij (t 1 ft^reV Sr, 

rroort, mIi >• rroh fWB y ntfj^ U w W Cuej^tfr-k, w 

Mr ebaa** K w ak *r»f* rw ntn imtrrjim »1 U 

SMb D a n n( wOn ml Ml n au »•«> HTrtm nl^ nr*- 
mi Si St U pUa tOt cu»ak — IVr r rtwi «« wm rtirl w 
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a B»«f rf*i Wroftr* rlo e»* nSual V«*r nV*r wot 
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mn«vT«*r«trMrnirA«ctkt««UBe*i<rtT< ut-ki.0 s'! r« a*«n«r 
aVmbH e« If* »»#trhrf I (r* lUw" rt k* l*0.nH k U 
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Early in January the two armies again took the field BOOK IV 
;he Erenoh, consisting of 600 European mfantry and sixty chap ix 

lorse , 2000 Sepoys , and 4000 Mahrattas, commanded by 

iloran Eow The Enghsh consisted of 700 European m- 
nantry, 2000 Sepoys, and 1500 horse belonging to the 
Tabob The Erench, to avail themselves of their supe- 
lonty in cavalry, avoided an action, and employed them- 
lOlves m makmg war upon the Ikiglish convoys This 
hey did, with so much effect, that Major Lawrence was 
requently obhged to escort his stores and provisions with 
us whole army from Fort St David. In this manner the 
iime was consumed till the 20th of April, when an express 
imved from Captam Dalton, that he had only three weeks’ 
irovisions remaimng m the fort 
When the Enghsh, after the capitulation of the French 
it Sermgham, marched from Tnchinopoly, and left Captam 
Dalton Commandant of the English garrison, the brother of 
;he Nabob was at the same time appointed Governor of 
die town By an unhappy oversight the magazines were 
eft under direction of the Mohammedan Gkivemor , and 
Daptain Daltpn satisfied himself with asbng, from time 
k) time, m what condition they remamed. When the 
Mysoreans, however, had shut him up in his fort, and, 
icourmg the adjacent country with their cavalry, had 
prevented for some time the amval of supplies, it occurred 
to him, rather too late, that he had better see with his own 
eyes on what he had to depend. His aUy, he found, had 
been selling the provisions at an enormous pnce to the 
people of the town , and he was left m that alarming con- 
dition, of which he hastened to make report to Major 
Lawrence 

Only one resolution was left to the Enghsh commander, 
that of marchmg directly to the support of Tnchmopoly 
His army suffered greatly on the march, both by desertion 
and siclmess , and, upon his amval at the place, he found 
that all the force he could muster for offensive operations, 
after leavmg the proportion necessary for the duties of the 
gamson, consisted of 600 Europeans, and 2000 Sepoys 
The Nabob had 3000 horse, but they were badly paid, and 
executed their duty with proportional neglect and disobe- 
dience The French followed with 200 Europeans and 600 
Sepoys, to the support of the Mysoreans , and Tnchmopoly 
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It dfiaerrc* remart, that llajor Iattcdcc, who had 

racotnmmdod tho a e linr e of the Srjaor ea n and Mahntta 
chieCi, unffoiml/ thaopprored of the attempt to retain 
Trichinopoly after the prombe to giro It np.' It is 
equally worthy of remark, that the deEcoey of the Pie- 
aidenoy withMd their handt from the iwreona of the 
hoatile chiefs; bat eosfly endorod the liolation of the 
engagement respecting Trichinopoly DeCracy would hare 
been less rlcdsted In the ooe instance, by following the 
adrlco of lAwrtnco, and prudence wdoU iar^ been more 
consoHed by following H In both The cewon of Trfchh 
nopoly to tho Ifysoreens would hare enabled tho Enpb h 
to establah their nabob, with bttlo oppooitUn, in tho 
BOTenignty of tho Carnatic, and would hare sarrd them 
from two years of oipenslre wartire 
It waa oo the 6th of hlay 17U, that Major Lawrcnco 
again anrired at Trichinopoly and frntn that dsr to tho 
11th of October 1731, the most actlre operatiocn were 
carried on. Neither the French, with th^ allies rpro 
lufllacnUy powerful to reduce TriehlnopoJy nor had the 
FcgUih snfBoctri force to compel them to raise (he siege. 
The two partle**, therefore^ bent their eodcaroura; tho 
English, to supply the garrisoo with a auffldimt quantity 
of food, to etnblo them to prosecole their oljccta In 
another quarter j the French, by cutting off the supplnn, 
to compel the gsmvm to Btmrmler On both al In the 
greatest exertkicis were made ; aerere cobOIcIb were fres 
quentlr sustoloed, in neme of which deddre adrsntam, 
at one time on one aide at another on the other were on 
the pednt of befog gained; and nerer dnJ ijigifah troofi 
ihspliT more golUnlry and good cendnet, than in defcacp 
of the tmimporlanl city of Trichinopoly ilore than a 
year had been spent and rwilher of the contewliir* 
partiea reemed nearer their oljeet, when a new scene was 
introduced.* 


Tlislbrtl ftiWMittwcUh^vteT M^Mrirr WWw 

teprnrtff iC L««7T*r« rrt.*wj 

lliixrfc-*! LftrW. H Mjr*.*. SU. 

IM tSU var LrrTTnr*aa«rr*OT«. kCaDArWfi W«r rS«^}|0*A 
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The objects, which fired the ambition of the European BOOK IV 
rovemors in India, weie too distant to warm the imagi- chap h 

lations of the Directors and Proprietors of the French and 

Cnghsh Companies m Europe , and to them the burden of 
he war had become exceedingly hatefiiL Aware of the 
lassion for peace which now animated his employers, and 
>f the opimon disseminated m Europe of his ambitious 
,nd warlike views, Dupleix had opened a negotiation with. 

Jaunders, the Gbvemor of Madias, m January, 1754 The 
eal pomt m dispute was whether or not Mohammed Ah 
hould be acknowledged Nabob o£ the Carnatic , the 
English contendmg that he should be recognised by the 
ihench, the French contendmg that he should be given up 
ly the Enghsh The parties were far from bemg disposed, 
in either side, to concede the pomt , and the state of cu- 
lumstances was httle calculated to facihtate a compromise 
;he negotiation turned, therefore, on matters of form , and 
lever, surely, did negotiation find moie ndiculous mattere 
if foim on which to employ itself In a countiy m which 
lU questions of dommion are determined by the sword , 

Ji a question which, without any consideration of light, 
they themselves had, durmg four years, been labourmg to 
iecide by the sword, they affected to sit down gravely to a 
comparison of pretended titles and grants The authority 
to which both parties appealed was that of the Mogul, 
though the Mogul himself, m the district m question, was 
a usurper, and that of a very recent date , though the 
power, too, of the Mogul was such, that he had no more 
authority m the Deccan than he had at Borne The autho- 
rity on which the government of the Carnatic immediately 
depended was that of the Subahdar of the Deccan , and 
the Subahdar of the Deccan was Salabut Jung, the friend 
of the French so far, m pomt of title, they had the 
undoubted advantage The patents, howevei, which Du- 
pleix had received from Salabut Jung, and which placed 
the nabobship of the Carnatic entirely at his disposal, he 
asserted to have been confirmed by the Mogul The Eng- 
lish, on their side, affirmed that they had a patent consti- 
tutmg Mohammed Ah Nabob of the Carnatic , and they 
caJled upon the French to produce their documents The 
French did exhibit some papers, which the Enghsh, and 
probably with truth, asserted to be forged. The English 
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BOOK IV vert expeOed from Bengal the InfloeDce of Du^ 
COLT n. VM iMLrtHKnmt at tl>e court of iho Sabobdir had Du 
pleli remained at the head of French ofiain in India, the 
adieme of that eolerprioii^ gorenior to render himoelf 
master of the Carnatic, and the Sabebdor master of Den* 
gal, would hare stood a fair dunce of complete occotn* 
plishmenL 

On the aocond of August, I"di, 31. Godbec appointed 
commiimy to negotiate a pence with the FngUsh, and 
TTsted with onthoHt/ to sepervede Pnpleix in the gorem* 
meni of oil the Freneh possessions in India, amred at 
Fondkhenj Doplelx afliiraa, that in the negotiations at 
London, for the oako of rumoring all local prejodkes and 
rierrs, it hod been established thst the goremon In India 
on both skies should be remored ^ s^ commlssioDers, 
free from all bbw, oboold be sent from Knglsnd to ter- 
mhmie the coetlj disputes.* If this was a co^Uou reollj 
nude, (he French, it would appear consented to a de> 
portora from it, os they raised no complaint sgainrt 3[r 
Sdonden, who cooUnued the Preoldent of Uodma. The 
English, hi this manner obtained the important adrantage 
of hanng the negotiation conducted on their side by a 
peroon conrersant with the offers and interests of the 
two nstloos In Indm, whOo it was coodocted, on the port 
of their onlagcnisls, by a man to whom they were in a 
great measure unknown. 

Oodbeu lost no time In taking upon himself theexerdM 
of hts autboritr and in commencing bir negotiations with 
Bounders. The strong desire of bis employers for peace 
appears to hare been the predominatldg condderaliotj in 
ms mind { and he manifested, from the beginning, a dls* 
positkn to eoQcede, of wbiefa the Engibh mode ample 
odrantage On the 1 Ith of October a suspension of snns 
was established for three months; and on the 0th of 
December a pronsicmal treaty to bt confirmed or altered 
In Europe was signed at roodlchefry By this treaty 
ereiything for which they hsd been contending was gifocd 
by tfte English j eiery odrantage of which they tad com# 
Into poescoslon wot giren up by the FrrnelL By (he stl 

« lUm sw &•!*■►*. S- •*. A Oh Si^rtl- (m»i* Wf* 
p « twu U wtrWlft B, — < frf w N 5 

I>t»TUrTl h <»oW b lu aat««T tC D« C*«f«7 *• ^ »<•«* « 
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pulation to withdraw effectually from interference m the BOOK lY 
of the native princes, Mohammed Ah was left, by chap ii. 
the fact, Nabob of the Carnatic or Arcot And by the ■■ ■- 

stipulation to arrange the teiTitorial possessions of the 
two nations on the principle of equality, the important 
acquisition of the four Ciicars was resigned-* Tdl the 
decision of the two Compames m Euiojie should be given, 
the contracting parties were to abstam from hostihties, 

’irect or ipdirect , and their possessions to remam as they 
rere 

That the severe strictures which Dupleis made upon 
bis treaty were in some degree overcharged, is not to be 
enied There is no reason to beheve him, when he asserts 
bat Tnchmopoly was on the pomt of surrendering for 
rant of supplies , for, at the time of the suspension of 
rms, the relative advantages of the contending parties 
ppear to have been nearly the same as they had been 
welve months before It is equally impossible to beheve, 
rhat the Enghsh writers affimi, that the advantages of 
be Enghsh were now so great as to make it pohtic on the 
art of the French to conclude the treaty, unfavourable 
s it was Admiral Watson had indeed arrived with a 
eet, consisting of three ships and a sloop , havmg on 
loard a king’s regiment of 700 men, with forty artdlery- 
len, and 200 recruits But 1600 European troops h^ 
arrived with Qodheu on the part of the French, == and 
Dupleix boasts, with some reason, that he could have 
added to these the Mahrattas, the Mysoreans, and, on cer- 
tam conditions, the King of Tanjore® Bussy, too, had 
improved with so much abdity his situation with Salabut 

> Col Wilks (p 845) must hare read the treaty verj' carelessly, to Imagine 
that " the snhstantial Sloorish government and dignity of the extensive and 
valuable provinces of the Northern CIrcars tvere not noticed in the treaty,” 
when the very first article of the treat} says, “The two Companies, English 
and French, shall renounce for ever aU lloorish government and dl^ty, and 
shall never interfere in any differences that arise between the princes of the 
country ” Mr Orme, too (so easily is the Judgment warped of the best of 
men when their passions are engaged), imagined it would have been no 
infringement of the treaty, to assist the Mahrattas with English troops 
from Bombay, for the purpose of compelling Salabut Jung to dismiss 
Bussy and the French, and deprive them of the Northern Clrears Orme, 
i 406 

3 This is the number stated by Lawrence, Narrative, p 95, Orme, i 371, 
calls it 1200, Godheu, in his letter to Dupleix, recelNed two da}'s before his 
landing calls it 2000 (Mdm pour Dnplelx, p 101) And DnpleLx himself 
asserts (Ib'd p 111), that by tlie troops newl} arrived his force was rendered 
superior to that of the English 
S Mdmolre pour Dnplelx, pill 
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tbst he niled in a great mounre the coimdlfl of the 
Eahohdar of the Deccan. 

After dwplsTing; in the most hriUhmt marnwr the er 
traordlnarj eowmori^ of Eoropoin eoklier*, in the »inbja 
gstloo of tbo DaUc rcbet^ he compelled Solabat Joeg to 
zaiee tho eon of Moozofler Jon^ the Into Eababdar tml 
friend of tho French, to the g o ro m ment, ongmallj’ cn- 
}ojed hy that unforttinale prmce of tho etrong^iold of 
Adoni and its territory angmenteU br the poesenioni of 
two of the Potan coUee^ by whoso treachery tbo father 
wasilain. "An example of gtoeroalty* aayi ^ Orme, 
"which, if trac, coold not fail to rei«e admiretion in a 
co nn try where the merits of the father are so seldom of 
adrtcnhige to the dUtressca of tho son. ' 

The settlement of tho domlnioni of Sidabnt Jtnig me 
formidably opposed by the jrahratte% whe^ in tho weak 
neat which eisucd oiton the death of Vlram al Mulk, wore 
actlToly CTOpltyed in adding to their eontiocwte m much 
at poi^ble of the Sabah of the Doccan. A ^iahretla 
gooerai, named Dolajeo Row had oppowd Idto^lf at tho 
bead of SAOOO home, to the mareh of tho Subahdar bo- 
twoen tho Klrtnah and OelcotMla^ bat, by negoUation an I 
a boiUblo prceoot, was indacetl to withdraw ^\*ltlJin a 
few niocths he af^tcaird a'*ala. with a fcwco whkh would 
hare enabled him to gain important a/lnmtagea, ha<l not 
tho tolcnte of Doa'y and the cicenUoo of Earopean fire- 
armx, which astocuebod (be Indian^ deddnl m a Taiiety 
of oir*agoments tho fortune of tbo ilay Danger entoo not 
from one quarter olona. Cha- eo 1 1 din Khan, the el Ir^t 
eon of Miam al klolk, dettined by hN father to nulntain 
the iniercsts of hia funlly at tho court of the 3Icigul, bad 
oppwmUy acquiesced in the aoct-<slon of hn ecconil 
lather to the gorernment of tho Deccan, to which, m to 
a dealineil erent, ho had been accustomed to look. I poa 
the death, boweror of haiir Jon” as ho ha 1 Income tctt 
rmoasy in his eitaatlon at court, ho s<- belted, aa the eUrf* 
eon and sucoevor of Xima al ilaft, the appwatnipnt ef 
Sohabdar of the Deccan, The a vrut of tbo Empfrer 
which was now o wero fonn without powrr ww ra fly 
obtained axul Ghaxce aJ dm amred at \tifun,*il»*l in 
the bcHmilng of October 1"^-, at tbo bead, it Ii ►u I, ef 
• Orw LICX 
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150,000 men, of whom a large body were Mabrattas, com- BOOK IV 
manded by Holkar Malhar Eao At the same time Balajee chap n 

Eow, and another !Mjahratta general, named Ragojee Bonsla, 

in concert, it is said, with Ghazee ad dm lOian, entered 
the provmce of Golconda with 100,000 horse To meet 
these formidable armies, Salabut Jung and Bussy took the 
field with rery unec[ual numbers , when Ghazee ad dm 
Khan suddenly died. He was an old man, worn out by 
the pleasures of the haiem , and his sudden death was by 
no means a surprismg event , but) as it was smgulaily 
opportune for Salabut Jung, it was ascribed to poison, said 
to be administered, at his instigation, by the mother of 
the deceased, and, as the event was favourable to the 
French, the story of its odious cause has been adopted, 
with patnotic cieduhty, by the Enghsh histonana* The 
Mahratta generals still contmued the war , but were m 
every encountei repulsed with so much slaughter by the 
French, that they soon became desirous of peace, and 
Salabut Jung was happy to purchase their retreat by the 
cession of some distncts to Balajee Row, m the neigh- 
bourhood of Boorhanpoie, and to Ragojee Bonsla, m the 
neighbourhood of Berar , where that Mahratta chief had 
acquired for himself an extensive dommioru By the ser- 
vices which, m all these dangers, Bussy had rendered to 
the cause of Salabut Jung," whom he alone preserved upon 
the throne, his influence with that pnnce had risen to the 
greatest height and though the envy and jealousy of the 
rm m aters, and the weak character of the Subahdar, ex- 
posed his power to perpetual jeopardy , and on one occa- 
sion, when he was absent for the recovery of his health, 
had almost destroyed it , the prudence and dexterity of 
that able leader enabled him to tnumph over aU opposi- 
tion In the latter end of 1753, he obtamed for his country 

’ The anther of the Seer Matahhareen, ■nhom, ns hetterlnformea, I foUonr in 
all affairs relaUng at this period to the Court of Delhi, says (iii 19), that he 
died suddenly, without anj mention of poison The story of the poison is 
Indeed, presented m a note by the tninslator , who does not, however, impute 
the fact to the mother of Ghazee ad Din, but to the ladies of his harem in 
general 

2 The onental historian describes the efficacy of the French operations 
in battle in such expressions as these “ At w hlch time the French, with 
their quick mnsketrr and their expeditions artillery, drew smoke from ttie 
Jlahratta breasts ” “ tliey lost a vast number of men, whom the French con- 
snmed in thoals at the fire altars of Uielr arffllery ’’ Seer MntaUmreen, 
ii 113 
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BOOK IT the four imporUnt prorince* of MastAphantpu* EHotr 
cjur XI. Ei^Jttnaadry »i>d Chkmoole, culled the Korthcm Circan 
““ “which nmde the FrcDch, sayu Mr Onno, “miiteii of 
theeeu'CoafftofOoroDiuode]aD(iOrIxu,lnaii Qztiutcirapted 
Hue of GOO miles from Medupnij to the Pngoda of J^er- 
mut and "which, eaji Wonel WUha, “not onif 
afforded the requialte pectmlarr mourcea, hot famiahed 
the conrenient means of rectirlng reinforcemeots of men 
and mllitaiy etcrcs from lVnMiicheTT7 and ^iaarlUuj ; and 
thus enabl^ fioasj to extend hb pohtleal rleva to tho 
indircot or abeolate emptra of the Dtccan and the eouth.'^ 
All these bnlEant adraotagte wero now cordlaUr reai^ned 
hj IL Godheu and It will certainly bo allowtd that few 
natlona hare enr madi^ to the lore of peaces aacrificro 
relatlrelTmore Important 

“Dupirix," aoja Mr Orme, whoeo coocladinj atr{ctnrc#i 
upon hla enemy are equally hooomable to the writer and 
the eubject, departed on hia royagt toFurope on tho 
Kthof October harlo^ fint debrerH hb accoooUwith 
the French Company to 3L Oodheu, by which it apjrarrd 
that he had dJabuned on their account nm three ndlllom 
of rupees more than he had recelred during the eourae of 
tho irar A great part of thl* eum wax forciahed out of 
hb own eatote, and the rest from moneya which he bor> 
r o wed at Intereat, from the French inhabitonta at Poadi 
dierry upon bonda giren in hb owu name 3t. Oodheu 
refer^ the diacnasioo of three accounta to the Pirectom 
of the Componr in fVance, who, pretending that IL Du 
pleli had made there oipenacs without auffldent authority 
refused to pay any port of the large balance be asserted to 
be doe to him } upon which be commenced a bw^eult 
against the Oompany hut the minUl/ylQlerfrreJ andput 
a slop to the proceedings by the king’s authority without 
entering Into any disctuolon of M. Dupleii’s cUlms, or 
taking any ZDCasurca to satisfy them. Ilowtrer theygaro 
bttn btlera of proteclloo to iccare him from bring ifo- 
acented by any of bb creditors. So that hb fortune was 
left much lew than that which he was poMcwd of l<f t* 
he entered npon the gorernment of IViulicheTTy In I 4J. 
lib conduct certainly merited a rery dlffcTrnt mpuUl 
from hb cation, which uerer ha<l a sxildect ao drairotu 

tOrwLSU. » WOJ.«lm«.^»•. 
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and capable of extending its reputation and power in the BOOK H'' 
East Indies , had he been supphed with the forces he chap n 

desired immediately after the death of Anwai-ad-din ‘ 

Khan, or had he afterwards been supported from France 
in the manner necessary to canyon the extensive projects 
he had formed, there is no doubt but that he would have 
placed Chunda Saheb in the Nabobship of the Carnatic, 
given law to the Subah of the Deccan, and perhaps to the 
throne of Delhi itself, and have estabhshed a sovereignty 
over many of the most valuable pi evinces of the empire , 
armed with which power he would easy have reduced aU 
the other European settlements to such restnctions as he 
might think propei to impose When we consider that 
he formed this plan of conquest and domimon at a time 
when all other Europeans entertamed the highest opmion 
of the strength of the Mogul government, suffenng tamely 
the insolence of its meanest ofliceis, rather than venture 
to make resistance agamst a power which they chime- 
iically imagmed to be capable of overwhelming them m 
an mstant, we cannot refram from acknowledgmg and ad- 
mirmg the sagacity of his gemus, which first discovered 
and despised this illusion ” ^ 

In a short time aftei the conclusion of this treaty, both 
Saimders and Qodheu took their departure for Europe , 
pleasmg themselves with the consideration that, by means 
of then* exertions, the blessings of peace between the two 
nations m India were now permanently bestowed Never 
was expectation more completely deceived. Their treaty 
procured not so much as a moment’s repose The Eng- 
lish proceeded to reduce to the obedience of then Nabob 
the districts of Madura and TimveUy The Fiench ex- ' 
claimed against these transactions, as an mfimgement of 
the treaty with Qodheu , but finding their remonstrances 
without avail, they followed the Enghsh example, and sent 
a body of troops to reduce to their obedience the petty 
sovereignty of Terriore 

Madura was a small kingdom, bordenng on Tnchmopoly 
towards the south , and Timvelly was a kmgdom of similar 
extent, reachmg from the southern extremity of Madura 

> Orme, i 377 Voltaire says (Pnfcis da SIfecle de Louis XTV ch tytSt ), 

Bnpleis fat rdduit h, dlsputer ti Paris les trlstes restes de sa fortune centre la 
Compagnie des Indes, et ti sollidter des audiences dans I’antl-cliambre de ses 
Jngos II en monmt bientOt de clngrln 



iM msToar of UBinsn ixdia 

BOOK IT to C»pe Comorin. Thaa onintneo had acknowledged the 
out n, «Q pr tm a cj of the Mogul goremment of the T Wr^n 
■■ had paid tribute through the Isaboh of Arcot. ^Vhen 

r*W. Chanda Saheb was zoaster of Trichinopolj be had act up 
hie own brother as* OoTUtnor of Madar* bat daring the 
distarhoncta which fblloircil, a loldjer of fortorre, named 
Aolom Khan, obtained poMcsaloo of the citj oixl gorern 
oxent. When Aulam Khan marched to the a— of 
Chanda Saheb at Tnchmopolj* where he foat h£a life, he 
left four Falan chiefs to co^act hie gorernment, who 
acted aj indepondent pnneet, cotwithttandlng the pretei>> 
alons of Moh^toed All, an f«abob of Amt. ^ corajou* 
miae the diapato about Trichmopoly SfoharmDcd All had 
ofTorod to reeign Modoni lotho ifjaorteju!. And upon hia 
Uboraiiotifrom the torrorof the French arm% br thetreatj 
of Godhota, bo prorailed upon the EngDah to afford him a 
hodj of troops ia coliect, as he hoped, anil as the fjgliafa 
bdiered, a large arrmr of tribute from the eoutbern 
depeudenaes of ha oabobship. 

The troops proeeoded to the nty of Madarry which they 
toot The Pol^gtii, as they are called the lord*, orpetty 
aoTorelgna of the aoreril diatrietj errrawed by the terror 
of European arms, offered their •abmia'don^aod fromlerd 
to dbcharga the demanded anrare but for the preiw c t 
bad little or nothing whkh they were alJe to poT Instead 
of the quantity of trccaure which the Nabob and the English 
cipcct^to receire, the monry conected auflietd not to 
defrar the cipeosoof theeipccLUon Tbedimjjpohrtomit 
and iU-hinnour were con^uently grraL The cnodacl of 
the EngUsh ofBccr who command tsl teeame the euljfoct of 
Hame. He formed a connoiion, which prncrinied to bo of 
cond Jerable importance with ilarawar a datrirt, p ore m ed 
by two Palrgara, which eitcnilcd ahmg the coa t on ibe 
eastern able of Madura, Irom the kingiipm of Tanjorc JI 
it joined TmircDy Imt this connexina pare uml re-p In 
the IVirgor TonJeman, and the Itaja of Tanjoir in ntU 

faction to whom it was rmotineed. ^\itb JUphar Khta 
the brother of the Naboly who attended <heexp«l 
as future goTcrncr of the ooonlrr the oCcer f 'rmed an 
sg ree m enb o rent which was aflcrwanlt coDJeincrd, tn 
not eae half of the reqtmite amount j an I the -Etrh h 
drtachmeot, upon Its return, was ItnpruJ'mJy rfj nnl In 
a narrow pan wbero It suOered reTcrrJr ly the j J of 
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the country JFrom all these causes, the ensting displea- BOOK lY 
sure found on object and a victim, in the unlucky officer, cmir ir 

who was tned, and dismissed from the Company’s service * — ;; 

About the same time with these transactions m Madura, ^ '' 

SaUbut Jung, accompanied by Bussy and the Prench 
troops, marched agamst the kmgdom of Mysore, to extort 
arrears of tnbute, said to be due fiom it, as a dependency 
of the Subah of the Deccan. Upon this emeigency, the 
Mysoiean army befoie Trichinopoly (the Mysoreans had 
refused to abandon their pretensions upon Trichinopoly, 
when the treaty was concluded between the Enghsh and 
Prench,) was recalled. As the Mysoreans were threatened 
at the same tune by an army of Mahrattas imder Balajee 
Bow, they weie hajipy to acquire the piotection of Salabut 
Jung, by acknowledgmg his authority, and paying as large 
a sum as it was possible foi them to laise 

By the depai ture of the Mysoreans from Tiichmopoly, 
Mohammed Ah was left without an ostensible opponent 
m the Carnatic and he was vested, as pompously as cir- 
cumstances would permit, with the ensigns of his office 
and digmty, at Arcot It still lemamed to compel the 
Zemindars or Polygais, and other Governors of foits and 
districts, to yield hun. a revenue The Enghsh. aftci sti- 
pulatmg to receive one half of all the moneys collected, 
sent with him a large detachment to enforce a tnbute 
from the northern chiefe, who recognised the authonty of 
the Uabob, and produced a portion of the demanded sums 
The reputed riches of Mortiz Ah, the Governor of Velore, 
rendeied his subjugation the main object of desue The 
English detachment was stronglyreinforced, and encamped 
with the Pfabob within cannon-shot of the fort Moitiz 
Ah apphed to the Prench M Deleynt, who was Governor 
of Pondicherry, informed the Enghsh Presidency, that he 
regarded their pioceedings at Yelore as a violation of the 
treaty, and that he should commence hostihties, if their 
troops were not immediately withdrawn The Enghsh 
ruleis, soon aware that Yelore could not be easily taken, 
and imwilhng to put to proof the threat of Deleynt, who 
had made 700 Euiopeans and 2000 Sepoys take the field, 
recalled the army to Madras An attempt was made to 


1 Onne.i 380—387, Camliriage's War in India, p 109 — 113 
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obtim A contribation for Ujb Companj* from JTortli AH, 
but tbe be^Ustioci teniiln*ted vithoat any eSrct* 
lleADwhfle the PrfygM* trf iUdor* Juid IHnjTeDy who 
hod mAde to oeteosfble sabmiiVTon dorio; the rre aw g of 
the Engluh troops Trore Aflbrdmg dingeroo* cmidoymtot 
to the Ooremor Mtphai Eh*n. A coofedcnoy vu formed, 
irhidi it toon «ppe«Ted tbit the Q oi er u or Tft» ■llogelher 
tmebla to wHhettod. 710 Fn^Hub eent a Iat^ body of 
Sopojt ; bat in cpite of thlg sapport, the refrmotoTy cUe£ii 
cootmaed tmsabdaed the coantiy me throirn Into coo- 
foAioo by A petty VArfere which extended it»elf into oTc r y 
comer of the pmeinoee^ end no tribute couM bo raimi. 
Highly dlcAtufied with tbe unprodootire etate of a coun< 
try whi^ they bad fondly bclierrd to be the richret 
depondenoy of the Ckmatio habol^ tbe EngUeh detei^ 
mined to manage It themaeirre and ^laphua Khan waa 
ordered to return to Trichlnopolj But the chief entcml 
immediately into confederBoy with the PcJygari} act 
himeelf 10 oiTpontion to tbe EngUah obtained pOMcevoo 
of the town and fort of ^tadora by a atraUgrm and, 
with moeh oneonneas to tbe Ecglah the dlaitirlAocea in 
Madora and Tlni refiy were prolonged for aereral year*.< 
thiricg theae trannclkma of the Ecgirth, not eery eoa 
airtent with their agreement not to interfere in the (h>> 
patea of the natire j»rincf% or add to their territory in 
India, the French wore reetrained from that actlTe eppo- 
altion which, otherwiM, it is probable they would hiro 
raised, by the dangerooe aitoatioo of their aflaira under 
tbe gor em ment of tbe Sulebdar 

enemiea of Bony in the •errice and in the con 
fidence of SaJalmt Jong, wrere both numeroua and power- 
ful { and exerted IhemaelTea In concert ami with eager- 
nen, to change the confidence and attachment of their 
fceblVcoioded master into distrust and hatred. It was 
DOW about two yean and a half aloce the grant of the 
northern eSrenra t when certain farourahledfcumsUneTS* 
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enabled them to make so deep an impression 6n the mmd BOOK IV. 
of this pnnce, that the French troops were ordered to qmt chap u 

his temtones without delay Bussy, m expectation, pro- 

bably, that the necessities of the Subahdar would speedily 
make him eager to retiact his command, showed no hesi- 
tation m commencing his march It was continued for 
eight days without interruption but his enemies had a 
very different intention from that of allowing him to 
depart m safety When he approached the city of 
Hyderabad, he found his progress impeded by large bodies 
of troops, and the road obstructed by all the chiefs of the 
neighbounng countries, who had orders] to intercept his 
march Upon this he resolved to occupy a post of con- 
siderable strength, adjoining the city of Hydeiabad, to 
defend himself and try the effect of his arms, and of his 
mtngues among the chiefs, whom he weU knew, till the 
reinforcements which he expected from Pondicherry should 
arnve Though surrounded by the whole of the army of 
the Subahdar, and so feeble m pecumary means, that his 
Sepoys deserted for want of pay, and he durst not venture 
them m salhes, for fear of their joining the enemy, he 
foimd the means of supplying himself fully with provi- 
sions, and of resistmg every attack, till his succours 
arrived , when the Subahdar sent to demand a reconcilia- 
tion, and he was restored to a stdl higher degree ' of influ- 
ence and authonty than he had previously enjoyed 
Among the means which had been employed to reconcile 
the mmd of Salabut Jung to the dismissal of the French, 
was the prospect held up to him of replacing them by the 
Enghsh No sooner, theiefore, were the measures agamst 
Bussy devised, than an application was made for a body of 
troops to the Presidency of Madras To the Presidency of 
Madras, few thmgs could have presente* I a more dazzhng 


Blege to Sftvanore, the residence of a disobedient vassal, ivho vas supported in 
his resistance by the Jlahratta partisan, Morarl Eao The Kovemment of 
Pondicherry was indebted to the latter, who finding himself and his all) hard 
pressed, engaged to relinquish his claims upon the French on condition that 
Bussy, who was with the Niram, should negotiate a peace, and the preservation 
of the citadel of Savanore The condition was effected, and Shalinaiaz Khan 
represented to the Nizam what was no more than the truth, that Bussy had 
preferred the interests of his countrymen to those of Salabut Jung It wab 
in resentment of this conduct that the French were dismissed from his 
service, upon the strong representation, as is stated by the author of the 
life of Shahnavaz Khan, of that noblemaii Calcutta Quarterly Magazine, 
Dec 1826— \V. 
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BOOK IT prospect of adTonligB aod in onj onlinuj situation of 
our m. tbcir oflalre, the roqoiiitlon of the Sobohdar iroold h»To 
— — met with on eager aocepUnce. Hut orcntj had before thii 
^ time taken place m Beognl, which demanded the utmost 
cicrtlcmi of the Ingliih from e vaj ’ quarter t>irTT^ 

unalile to eamplj with the proposal of the fiabohdar and 
thencefonrard roixlored Bengal the pnncfpil scene of the 
Eoghah adrentorca in India.' 


OHAPTEn nL 

(Sanya Dotcia, Subtidar of JJtnffol — taict Calettia-^ 
attaded ij an army /nm Madras-^^iediron^ — J/irer 
Joffier teiizp in Au tUed 

D URPfO the latter port of the reign of \n nm gtcb, the 
Sebohs of Bengal and Orbna, together wjth tlio*e of 
ABahnbaJ and Hiliar were goTerned by hi. graodeoa 
Aeeem^os-Shan, the accood ton of Shah Anlom, who toe 
ceeded to the throne. Ueem-ooe-vShan ippomUsl e;* hb 
deputy in the proriDcre of Bengal and Oriw^a, JafBcr 
Khan, who had been for aoae time the demin, or roper 
Inteodent of the finances, In Bengal a man of Tartar 
deeeent, but a nallre of Doorhaapore In the Deecon, who 
had nuaed hJmaelf to emloeoee la the wan of Aorongreb. 
Upon tbo death of Shah Aultun, and the confiudous irtich 
Cffiiued, Jafllcr Khan rcroalnril In posaesrojn of bh Im- 
portxmt goTcmment, till he waa too powerful to be 
remored TThlle yet a rraldroi In his naUre citr he had 
tmuned hia dan hter and only child to a man of eminence 
In the Paine place and of altnlUr origin with himself I y 
name Shujah Khaa This rclatire bad repaired with hita 
to Bengal and when Jaffler Khan wa.s elevated to the 
Eubabdany of Bengal end Orissa, Orissa was pUoed under 
the gorernmetti of hiuijah Khan, aJ deputy or naimb of 
the bubabdar • 
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Am ong th.e adventurers wlio had been m the seiTice of BOOK IV 
Azeem Shah, the second son of Aurungzeb, -was a Tartar, cjnvp in. 

named Mirza Mohammed Upon the death of that prmce, 

and the rum of his party, Mirza Mohammed remamed ^'55 
vnthout employment, and ivas overtaken, after some yeai-s, 
with gieat poverty His wife not only belonged to the 
same place from which the family of Shujah Khan was 
derived, but was actually of km to that new rulei By 
this wife he had two sons the eldest named Uajee 
Ahmed , the youngest, Mirza Mohammed Ah Upon the 
news of the elevation of their kmsman, it was deteimmed, 
m this destitute family, that Miraa, Mohammed, with his 
wife, should repair to his capital, in hopes of receivmg his 
protection and boimty The disposition of Shujah Klian 
was benevolent and generous He received them ivith 
favour The success of his father and mother induced 
Mirza Mohammed Ah, the youngest of the tv o sons, to 
hope for similar advantages With great drfficulty his 
poverty allowed him to find the means of peifoimmg the 
journey He obtamed employment and distmction His 
prospects being now favourable, he sent for his brother 
Hajes Ahmed, and removed the whole of his family to 
Onssa The talents of the two brothers were emment. 

Hajee Ahmed was msmuatmg, phant, discermng, and m 
busmess equally skilful and assiduous Mirza. Mohammed 
Ah to all the address and mtelhgence of his brothei added 
the highest talents for war They soon acquired a com- 
plete ascendency m the councils of Shujah Khan, and by 
their abihties added greatly to the strength and splendour 
of his administration. 

Jaffier Khan diedm 1725 , but destined Serefiraz Khan 
his grandson, instead of Shujah Khan, the father of that 
prmce, with whom he hved not on friendly terms, to the 
succession. By the address and activity of the two ble- 
thers, the schemes of JaflBer were entirely defeated, 
patents were procured from Delhi , and Shujah Khan, 
with an army, was m possession of the capitM and the 
government before any tune was given to think of oppo- 
sition. The provmoe of Bahar was added to the govern- 
ment of Shujah Khan m 1729 , and the younger of the 
two brothers, on whom was bestowed the title of Ahverdi 
Khan, was mtrusted with its admmistration He exerted 
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ROOK IT b?mtnTf, vlth *saidmtj and «kDl, to giro proipenly to the 
caur m. proTii>co, md to aoqairo •trength in wpectatwn ot fotoro 

eranta • In 1"30, tbo auno year In which Nadir Shah 

laraged Delhi, Shujah Khan died, and ttm aacceeded by 
SerefljaaKhiin, hiaaon. SerefTraa Khan had been educated 
aprlnce; and had the incapacity and tha aerrile anbjeo* 
lira to plearorc, whloh that creation naoally Impliea, 
He bated the brothen and began with diagnstiog and 
nfirontiog when he ahould hare either oxtenninated, or 
reconciled. The roaotatirm of Ahrerdi 'na aoon taken. 
He employed hU indoenc^ which was great, at Delhi, to 
obtain hn ncmiotytion to the government of Bengal and 
the nmted pronneea | and marched with an army to de- 
throne SorefiVna, who loot hla Ufe In the battle. IMth the 
exception of the Oorenior of Orissa, whom he Boon ro- 
dttced, the whole cocnlry anbmltted without oppodUoa. 
He geremed h with mnuual humanity and jnmee ; and 
defethdad it with apletklid ahUlty and onwi^ed peree- 
Teranco. 

The ^tihratta^ who had aproad thetoaelrrs at tbb time 
over a great part of the conUnent of India, aemed molred 
epon the conqueot of Bengal, the riehe^ portion of the 
Mogul etopira The depeodeneo of the greateet erenta 
npon the aligbteat caoaea ia often rzempllQed In AaUtie 
atory Had Sereffraz Khan remained SubahJarof Bengal, 
the MidiTuttas might bare added it, and all the ailjohiW 
prorincea, to their extenaiTo dominion. The Englldi, and 
other Enropean fcctonc% might hare been expelled No* 
Oiing afterwarda remained to check tha JIahralta progmo. 
The Mohammedans might hare been extennlnatnl j and 
the government of Brahmens and Kshatriyas mJ;;ht hare 
cite^ed once more frtna Canhnl to Cape Comorin. 

jUivenli was on hla retom from the expedition a-nlnst 
the Goremor of OrisKa, and had dlahandeJ a great portion 
of his anny In eonlcmplallon of IranquQnty and m}oy- 
zneot, when be learned that a largo army of Mahrattas 
had eoter^ throoghtbeealleya in the jatrtuitain\ alright 
diTs Joomey west of hla capital Meorshedshad. The 
Mahrmttais beddos posaeaslng tbetoaelrm of Kandrish and 



ALVERDI KHAN. HI 

Malwa, had, before this period, overrun and subdued the BOOK IV. 
whole province of Berar, where a general, named Eagojee chap hi. 

Bonsla, of the family of Sivajee, had estabhshed himself 

in a widely-extended sovereignty which acknowledged but 
a nominal subjection to the pnmitive throne ITie do- 
mmions of E^ojee Bonsla were separated from Bahar, 

Bengal, and Onssa, by only a cham of mountains, which 
it was easy for the Mahrattas to penetmte m many parts. 

And now it was that the said chief, either urged by the 
hope of addmg the richest part of Hindustan to his em- 
pue, or at the instigation, as was alleged, of Nizam al 
Mulk, sent an army imdei a Brahmen general to invade 
Bengal * Aliverdi marched against them instantly with 
the smaU number of troops which he had about his person, 
and was hardy enough to venture a battle , but the Afghan 
troops in his service were discontented with some recent 
tieatment, and were mchned to make their advantage of 
his necessities. They acted coldly and feebly durmg the 
engagement Ahveri. found it difficult to avoid a total 
defeat, and remamed surrounded on all sides by a numerous 
and active enemy He resolved to fight his way back , 
and though he suJSered prodigiously horn the swor^ from 
fatigue, and from fanune, he effected a glonous retreat , 
but i-eached not his capital tiU a detachment of the enemy 
had taken and plundered the suburbs ® 

The Mahrattas, mstead of returning to their own 
country, determmed to remam durmg the penod of the 
rams and coUected the revenue of almost the whole of 
territory south of the Ganges Aliverdi made the greatest 
exertions to collect an army , and marching out at the 
terrmnation of the rains, surprised the Mahrattas m their 
camp, and put them to flight , pursued them from post 


> The JJahratta accounts, which appear to he most authentic, refer the inva- 
sion of Bengal to a different cause — the invitation of Meer Huheob, the Dewan 
of the Governor of Orissa The JIahrattas, however, were too late in their 
invasion of the latter province, and therefore turned northwards, penetrating 
into the districts of Jlidnapore and Burdwnn , in the latter they defeated 
AlherdiKhan Tliey were prevented from foilowlng up their success, and 
inarching to Jioorshedahad, by the rise of the Ganges, but a party of horse 
under ileer Hnbeeb made a predatory incursion to the capital, where he 
carried off his brother, and plundered tlie banker Jagat Set of two miUlona and 
a half sterling, in Arcot Rupees Seer Mutokhareen, i 420 — AV 
2 Holwell, who was in the province, and must have had opportunities of 
learning many of thepartionlars, gives (Interesting Historical Events,! 118) a 
detailed account of thfs retreat, w hich he celebrates as one of the most brilliant 
exploits in the annals of warfare 
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BOOK IV to post and at kat cocnpeHad ttem to oracmita hn do* 
oup m. minioni* 

— If AUrerdj flattered himacif that he tm dow deHTereJ 
^ from a dangarona fo^ ho know not tho people with whom 
ho had to conUmd. The Uahmitos appeared the Terr 
aoit year with Bagojee Bonala hhntalf at their 
Another army of Mahnttaa, belonging to tho goremmeot 
of Batarih, entered the prorince } bat whether with hoetile 
or friendly intentions, is vanonaly asserted. It b not 
donbtfol that, at time, AliTtrdl dclirerod himself 
Crtiui hta enemies by a ■mn of money upon receipt of 
which they rctirod 

After a little time the general of Kago^co again entered 
by the pronnee of Om^ whence bo adraaced towards 
EengaL By a train of ortfol ami base negotiation, he was 
bnxigbt to troat himself at a conference in (be tent of 
Allrerdi. He was there aawiwirtated ; ami hla death was 
the signal of disperaloo to hh troops. 

The next inrsidoo of the Mah ratios was encoxnaged 1 y 
the rebeOiCQ of one of Alirerdfa prlnapal odicera Tho 
good fortune of that chief ftlQ secomled hii rigour Tho 
fonnidabie robot was killed In latUc, and the Mahrattaa 
were compelled to retire. 

The Jlahratta prcBBun^ inerasanUy retorning, thou li 
frequently repelled, acldomfiijrd, in the long run, to msXo 
the opposing body recede. The subjects of Alircnli wtro 
grieroasly haram^ and the prodace of hisdomininas was 
greatly impaired by these oumcrDcs inra lona, ami I y the 
militai 7 exertions whufa were Dece*-sarT to oppo: them. 
In a new incuraioo, bended by Janojee tho »on of Iti 
gojee tho ilahiattas pcme&sed thetir<lTrs almoe corn 
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pletely of Onssa The attention of the Subahdar was BOOK IV 
engaged in another quarter Discontent again prevailed chap in 

among his Afghan and Tartar officers, which it requiied — 

some address to allay His youngest nephew, who was the 
most distinguished for ahihty of all his relations, and 
whom he had appointed Nabob or Deputy Governor of 
Bahar, had taken mto his pay two Afghan oflficeis, who 
had retired in discontent from the service of Aliverdi 
These leaders murdered their young mastei, the nephew 
of the Subahdar , and with a body of Mahrattas, who had 
entered the proiunce on purpose to join them, and a con- 
siderable army of their own countrymen, whom the host of 
Ahmed Shah Abdallee, then covering the upper proiunces 
of Hindustan, enabled them to collect, erected against 
Ahverdi the standard of revolt Never was that governor, 
or rather king, for it was but a nominal obedience whjch 
he now paid to the throne of Delhi, m greater dangei He 
was obliged to meet the enemy, with a very inferior force , 
yet he gained a complete victory , and the Afghan lords 
were killed in the battle The Mahrattas, however, only 
retired on the road towards Onssa, without crossmg the 
moimtains, and halted at Midnapore He followed , pur- 
sued them mto Onssa, with great slaughter , and evea 
recovered the capital Cuttack , but was obhged to leave 
the province m so defenceless a condition, that the Mah- 
rattas were not long depnved of their former acqmsitions^ 

During the fifteen years of Ahverdi’s government or 
reign, scarcely a year passed free from nunous mvasions 
of the Mahrattas , though dunng the infirmities of his 
latter years he had, by a tnbutary payment, endeavoured 
to procure some repose He died at the age of eighty on 
the 9th of Apnl, 17 56 * Ahverdi never had a son He 
had three daughters, and his brother had three sons = He 
mamed his three daughters to his three nephews , all of 
whom were men of considerable merit The youngest 
was slam by the Afghan lords, as already related , and the 
two elder both died a little before the decease of Ahi erdu 

1 For a minute and very Interestlnp account of the government of Allvcrdl, 
see Seer Mntakhareen, I 355— <581 rho narrative of Orme (il 28—62), and 
that of Holwell (Interesting Historical Events, L 85 — 176), do not exactlj agree 
either with Gholam Uosein or with one another Scratlon’B account (Reflec- 
tion, &c ) Holwell says was stolen from him 

® Orme, h 34, says that Aliverdi had only one daughter The author of the 
Seer Mntokliarecn, who was his near relation, says he had three, i. 304 
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BOOK IV to port and rtlut compoHod tliam to eracorto ii» do- 

<3ur lu. millions.* 

■■ If AliTcrdi flattered that bo vas nov deHrersd 

1"^ from a dtngarens foe, ho knew not the people with whom 
ho had to oontend. The llahrattui appeared the Tory 
next year with Eagojeo RnnaU hlmaalf rt their head. 
Another army of Mahrnttaa, helonging to the [yiTHT nrrHmt. 
of Sotarah, entered the jirovincej but whether with hrrtile 
or friendly intentkma, la vnrionely Mertod. It u not 
douhtfnl that, rt thla tim^ Aliveidi de ll r ai e d 
from his onemioB by a sum of mcmoy npon receipt of 
whloh they retirod 

-Aftwr a little time the general cf Begojee fndn entered 
by the p r o rlnca of Oria^ whenco he advanced towards 
BangTil. By a tnun of ortftil and base cegotiatioD, he was 
brought to trort Mmaelf rt a oonfsrence in the tent of 
AIIrerdL He was there ammsinsted and hia d" a t h was 
the algoal of disperaloQ to hia troops. 

The next lavuioQ of the Mahrattas was enoooraged by 
the rebelhon of one of AUrenlfs pnxrapal officaza. The 
good forUuie of that oluef rtlll aecooded his -ngcmr The 
fbnmdahle rebel was killed In battle, and tbe Hahrittaa 
were compelled tortrtirei, 

Tbe hlahratta premrev mcemitly reinrolog, ihnogh 
frequently repelled, eeldomiailed, m the Inng run, to make 
the opposing body reoeda. Tie eubjeots cf Afiverdi wot® 
griero^y haras^ and tbe prodnoe of Ida damnucms was 
greatly impaired by theae nnmeroas inTieion^ and by the 
mBHary exertkma whleh were Deoenmiy to oppose them. 
In a DOW UMBireinn, headed by Janojo^ the eon of Ba 
gojee, the Mohrattae poncseed then:^ree ahnort eom- 
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pletely of Onssa The attention of the Subahdar was BOOK lY 
engaged in another quarter Discontent again prevailed chap iir 

among his Afghan and Tartar officers, which it required — ;;; 

some address to allay His youngest nephew, who was the 
most distinguished for ahdity of all his relations, and 
whom he had appointed Nabob or Deputy Governor of 
Bahar, had taken mto his pay two Afghan officeis, who 
had retired in discontent from the service of Aliverdi 
These leaders murdered their young mastei, the nephew 
of the Subahdar , and with a body of Mahrattas, who had 
entered the proiunce on purpose to join them, and a con- 
siderable army of then own countrymen, whom the host of 
Ahmed Shah Abdallee, then covering the upper proiunces 
of Hindustan, enabled them to collect, erected against 
Ahverdi the standard of revolt Never was that governor, 
or rather kmg, for it was but a nominal obedience whjch 
he now paid to the throne of Delhi, m greater dangei He 
was obliged to meet the enemy, with a very inferior foice, 
yet he gained a complete victory , and the Afghan lords 
were killed m the battle The Mahrattas, however, only 
retired on the road towards Onssa, without crossing the 
mountains, and halted at Midnapore He followed , pur- 
sued them mto Onssa, with great slaughter , and even, 
recovered the capital Cuttack , but was obhged to leave 
the provmce m so defenceless a condition, that the Mah- 
rattas were not long deprived of their former acquisitions^ 

Durmg the fifteen years of Aliverdi’s government or 
reign, scarcely a year passed free from nunous invasions, 
of the Mahrattas , though durmg the infirmities of his 
latter years he had, by a tnbutaiy payment, endeavoured 
to procure some repose He died at the age of eighty on 
the 9th of April, 1766 ' Ahverdi never had a son He 
had three daughters, and his brother had three sons “ He 
married his three daughters to his three nephews , all of 
whom were men of considerable merit The youngest 
was slam by the Afghan lords, as already related , and the 
two elder both died a httle before the decease of Ahi erdn 

1 For a minute and very Interesting account of the government of Aliverdi, 
see Seer Mntakhareen, i 355 — 681 ITie narrative of Orme (11 28 — 62), and 
that of Holwell (Interestmg Historical Eventa, 1. 85— lV6),do not exact!} agree 
either vrlth Gholam Hosein or with one another Scraflon’s account (Reflec- 
tion, See ) Holwell says ivas stolen from him 

2 Ormo, 11 34, say s that Aliverdi had only one daughter The author of the 
Seer Mutakharecn, who was his near relation, says he had three, I. 304 
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BOOK rv Tlio eldest #011 of his youngwt nephew hsd from hag birth 
CHAT in. been taken tmdar the immediate oare of AHreidl hfanielf 
' and waj the ob^t of extxeme and eren doting fondneaa. 

l“5t jonth, on whom had been beatowod the title of 

Boraj-ad-dowla, waa, upon the death of Us tmdea, regarded 
oa the destined anooesaor of AUrerdi ' and took the reins 
of goremment wHhoot oppceitlon upon hie decease. 

Sar^}-ad-dawla waa edaoated a prince, and with more 
than erec the oanai aharo of prtnoelj' oooaiiierBtlan and 
indolgenoe. He had, aooordinglj more than the nanfi] 
share of prmoei; rices. He waa Ignorant he waa rolop- 
toons ; on hia own pains and pleaaoiea he aet a rmloe 
immanaft, on the poma and plcoanrea of other men, no 
Talus at all ho waa Impatient, Irasoible, beadstroog. 

drat act of ScD^I-ad-dawlaa goreinmant waa to 
pltmdcr has aont, the widow of hia a^or unole, eldest 
daaghter of Alirerdl, reputed immensely rich. To this 
ande had belonged the gOTemment of the pror iu oe of 
Daoca and ordera were deapotohed to that plaoc^ to aelie 
the TOoeiTva and traasoren of the funlly Ela aeooDd 
wnele, who was Nabob of Poannla or Pomeah, a p j onnoe 
on the northsm nde of the Ganges, died daring the last 
ilhiaag of Alirerdl, and left the goremment in ^ KanAi 
of hia son, whom oondaot waa impradent, and hia Tnmd 
Tioioita. Jeaknay or^the desire of ahowmg power by 
mistohlef^ excited the yoemg Sabahdar to resolro upon the 
destruotioi^of his oomdn, the Nabob of Pomeah. Hahad 
odTinced as far as ifahl, when he reoelred inteZUgenoe 
that one of the principal officers of finance in the asrdee 
of his late tinola at Danes, had given the slip to his guards 
and fenmd an ssyhnn at Calootta. 

8aia}-ad-dowia had manifiwted arerilon to the Eogliah, 
STen daring the life of hia grand&ther the appearance of 
proteotioo, therefore^ ihown to a rran who had dis^ 
pointed ids avarice, and waa probably imagmed to have 
escaped with a large treaaore, kindled hia rage the army 
wu that mrrmen t oommanded to bait, and to mareh back 
towards the oapitaL A masaenger was despatched to Gal- 
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cutta to remonstrate ■with the governor , hut as the mes- BOOK IV. 
senger entered the to'wn m a sort of disgmse, the governor ohav iir ’ 
■thought pioper to treat him as an impostor, and dismissed "■ 

him from the Company’s ■territory With a ■view to the 
war between France and England, the Presidency had 
begun to improve their fortifications This, too, was 
matter of displeasure to the Suhahdar , and the explana- 
tion offered by the Enghsh, which intimated that those 
straugei-s were audacious enough to biing then hostihties 
mto his dommions, still more inflamed his lesentment 
The factory at Oossimbuzar, near Moorshedabad, ■was 
seized, and its chief, Mr. Watts, retamed a prisoner The 
Presidency were now very eager to appease the Subahdar , 
they offered to submit to any conditions which he pleased 
to impose , and, trustmg to the success of their humility 
and prayers, neglected too long the means of defence 
The Subahdar had a ■wish for a tnumph, which he thought 
might be easily obtained , and he was greedy of nches, 

■with which, m the imagination of the natives, Calcutta 
was filled 

The outposts of Calcutta were attacked on the 18th of 
June, 1766 There ■was but httle of mihtary skill in the 
place, and it was badly defended. After a short expen- 
ment of resistance, a general consultation decided upon 
the pohcy of retreat It was agreed that the women and 
effects should be put on board the ships m the course of 
the next day , and that the persons employed m the work 
of defence should escape in the same manner the foUo-wmg 
mght There ■was hardly a chance of mishap, for the 
natives always close their operations ■with the close of the 
day , but by some strange madvertence no orders were 
pubhshed respectmg the mode m which the plan was to 
be earned mto effect It was generally kno^wn that retreat 
was mtended when the embarkation next morning began, 
every person imagmed he was to shift for himself, and 
humed on board by the readiest conveyance Durmg the 
confusion, an apprehension arose m the ships respectmg 
■the security of their situation , and they began to move 
down the nver the danger of bemg left ■without the 
means of retreat now flashed on the mmds of the spec- 
tators on shore ; and the boats were filled and gone m an 
instant “ Among those who left the factory in this un- 



110 


HISTOET OF BEmSH INDIA 


BOOK IV 

1T6«. 


aocoantfthle nmmar vere, the Goronor llr Drth^JIr 
Uaaket, Ccptalc Oamnuiitdint lHuohin, fy^tn 
Qftat. * Gnat vu the icdigiuticHi oTrwm^ tlie peoplo 
of tlie fort, upon hetiixig tint thej wen in thk nuTinw 
alnndoDed. Mr Holwelt, thoogh not the aamoraemnt, 
wu bj the genertl rolce to tanmie the oammend 

and exerted hlmeelf with gmt rigour to preeerre order 
tod maintain the defence. Ri ^naia -were noir thrown 
oat," u,yi Mr Onote, from ererj part of the fort, for the 
ehipa to ooine np egoin to their •tmtaono, in hope* thej 
vo^d hare refieoted (after the ftnt impolse of their ponie 
wu orer) hov oroel m well os well os ahomeftil it wme, to 
leare their ooantrjmen to the meroj of a barharoo* enemj 
and for that reason we made no dcmbt thej woold hare 
attempted to oorer the retreat of those left behind, now 
thej ii°d oacnred their own but we deeerred oniseJrea 
end there nenrer via a oingie effort mode, in the two dije 
the fort held ont after this desertion, to send a boat or 
TOBBal to bring off any port of the gamoon." “NeTcr 
perhaps," M71 Mr OnoA sodi on opportunity of 
perfarming on berdo aottan so igDomimoaily neglected 
for a single sloop, wHh ffEcen brive men on board, might, 
la spite of aE the efforts of the enemy hare awna tcp, end 
anchoring under the fort, hare coined aviy sU who Bof 
ibred In the dungeon. Daring these trying days Mr 
Hohrall mode eererol efforts, by throwing lettaa over the 
wall, to signify hu wieh to eojdtalate and it wu daring 
a temponuy ponse m the fire of the garrison, whEe ex 
pooling on answer that the enemy onprooched the woEs 
in nambere too great to be resisted, snd the place was 
(mnied by storm. The Bobohdor thoogh homanity arts 
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no part of his cTiaractqr, appears not on the present occa- BOOK IV 
Eton to have intended cruelty , for when Mr Holwell was chap hi 

earned into his presence with his hands tied, he ordered 

them to be set loose, and assmed him, upon the faith of a 
soldier, that of the heads of him and his companions, not 
a hair should be touched When evenmg, however, came, 
it was a question with the guards to whom they were m- 
trusted, how they imght be secured for the mght. Some 
search was made foi a convenient apartment , but none 
was found , upon which information was obtained of a 
place which the Enghsh themselves had employed as a 
prison Into this, without further inquiry, they were im- 
pelled It was unhappily a small, ill-aired, and unwhole- 
some dungeon, called the Black Hole , and the Enghsh had 
then own practice to thank for suggesting it to the officers 
of the Subahdar as a fit place of confinement.’ Out of 
146 unfortunate mdividuals thrust m, only twenty-three 
were taken out ahve in the morning The horror of the 
situation may be conceived, but it cannot be desenbed 
Some of our company,” says Mr Cooke, “ expired very 
soon after being put m , othera grew mad, and having lort 
then senses, died m a high dehrium,” Apphcations were 
made to the guard, with the ofier of great rewards , but it 
was out of their power to afibrd relief The only chance 
consisted m conveymg mtelligence, by means of a bribe, 

’ The atrocities of English imprisonment at home, not then exposed to detes- 
tation hy the lobonrs of Howard, too naturally reconciled Englishmen abroad 
to the use of dnn^ns of Black Holes What had thej to do with a black 
hole ! Had no blacl /lo/eexlstcd (as none onghtto exist an5^vhere, least of nil 
in the sultry and unwholesome climate of Bengal), those who perished in the 
Black Hole of Calcutta would have experienced a different fate Even so late 
as 1782, the common gaol of Calcutta is described bj the Select Committee, “ a 
miserable and pestilential place ” That Committee examined tn o witnesses 
on the state of the common gaol of Calcutta. One said, ‘ The gaol is an old 
min of a house , there wore very few wliidown to admit air, and those very 
smaU He asked the gaoler how many souls were then confined in the prison ’ 

Who answered, upwards of 170, blacks and whites Incladod — that there was 
no goal allowance, that many persons had died for want of the necessaries of 
life The nauseons smells, arising from such a crowded place, wete beyond 
expression Besides the prisoners, tlie number of women and attendants, to 
carry in provisions and dress victuals, was so great, that It was astonishing 
that any person could long survive such a situation It was the most hor- 
rible place he ever saw, take It altogether ” The other witness said, “ It 
is divided Into small apartments, and those very bad, the stench dreadful, 
and more offensive than ho ever experienced In this country — that there 
Is no thorough dralt of air — the windows are neither largo nor nnmerons 
—the rooms low— that It would he impossible for any European to exist 
any length of time In the prison — that debtors and criminals were not se- 
parated — nor Hindoos, Mohammedans, and Europeans ” First Report, 

Appendix, No xl 
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BOOK IV Kngtiih tod Frrooli j tod the Prealdenoj of Bomitij 
m. refotod to etigtgB in a mattore bj •which h 'woold bo 
' Tiohiod. There wu toother enterpriao, howorer In •which 

175(L thej had tboadj embarked, tod in which, Trith the great 
foroe, mllltai 7 tod ntnl, now htppQj- tjaembled tt Baii>< 
bej thej had nngnioa hope* of aoooeat. 

The Uahiaitai^ at eari/ at the time of had 

laited eomethlog of a fleet, to protect th em against the 
enterpnie of the Siddee^ In this aarnoe a comman mm 
(Gstiogolshed b<m«^1f and rose from one poet to toother 
till he beoune Admiral of the fleet. He was appointed 
Go^remor of a strong fort, called Beremdroo^ tltnated on 
a rockj Idflotl, within oanoon-ahot of the oontinant, abont 
eight milet nenih from Dalxil. Ihis adTenfcorer qnarrelled 
•with the Mahratta goTemmeni ) and rercUed with the 
greater part of the fleet. He oot cmlj aet the Mahntta 
state at dirfiaoue, boi waa able to render hmoself matter of 
the ooast to an ejctent of elzty leegnea, from Tanna to 
Btjapore and the Hahjmttaa ocanpoended thedr dlipnte 
with him, by reoeiring a email anniial tribute as a mark 
of enbjeotloa. 73ie name of the ■Dc waaf iil rebel 'wia 
Oonajee Angna and he made piracy hla trade. The 
natore of the ooatt ia wdl adapted to that speeiee of d^ 
predation beoaoee it la Intereeoted by a great nombor of 
tiran, and the breesae oompel ehipB to keep nln«w to the 
land. The Bnropoan nations had been by thia 

pradatory community for neariy half a oectnry they htd 
made eeVeral eSorta to subdue them, but power of 
Angria had always increased and hit fleets now struck 
tarror into all oommeroml DarlgatoTS on the weaten coast 
of India. 

Sereral a{^troaohflS towards the formation of a union for 
the extirpatiQn of these conairi had been made by the 
'RTiglf«>i md Mahrattaa ) but •without eflbot, till 175A, when 
an English aqaadron undar Commodore James, and a 
land-army of Mahrattaa, attacked Beremdroo^ and took It, 
as •well as the fori of Bioooote. It waa toward the condo* 


TbM ■» cn not qiOi carrtctlj Wstad. R w 
vte CrW tS* crrtr* «r Brtim, 

•dsM cf tta flMt 17 BiW lUs. ad tMk pvt TtOi kk vM»«- 
th* maiinD W BMm, tart ledand to atenrMf* tk* 
graJ actM bn- U iTtof SiiCT dro f «nd •yt^dreof or Ok 
Saiinitw, L oa^w 
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Sion of the same year that Admiral Watson mth his fleetf BOOK IT 
and Colonel Chve vrath his forces, arrived at Bombay the chap nr 

final reduction of the piratical state was therefore decreed — 

On the 11th of February, 1756, the fleet, consisting of eight 
ships, besides a grab, and five bomb-ketches, having on 
boaid 800 Europeans and 1000 Sepoys commanded by Co- 
lonel Chve, ai rived at Ghenah •while a Mahratta army 
approached on the other side Ghenah, the capital of 
Angria, stood on a rocky promontory, nearly surrounded 
by the sea, and had a fort of extraordinary strength But 
the number of the assailants, and the violence of the can- 
nonade, temfied both Angna and his people, and they 
made a feeble use of their advantages' Angna, -with a 
view to effect an accommodation, placed himself m the 
hands of the Mahrattas , the fort surrendered , and the 
object of the expedition was completely attained.- Watson 
anived at Madras on the 16th of May, and dive repaired 
to his government at Fort St David, from which, m the 
month of August, he was summoned -to assist m the deh- 
berations for recovenng Calcutta.* 

It was resolved, aftei some debate, that the reestablish- 
ment of the Company’s affau-s in Bengal should be pursued 
at the expense of every other enterpnse A dispute, how- 
ever, of two months ensued, 'to determme in what manner 
pnzes should be divided , who should command , and what 
should be the degree of power mtrusted "with the com- 
mander The parties, of -^vhom the pretensions were seve- 
lally to be weighed, were Mr Bigot, who had been Governor 
of liladras smce the departure of Saunders, but "was void of 
military experience , Colonel Aldercron, who claimed as 
semor officer of the King, but was unacquamted with the 
niegular warfare of the natives , Colonel Lawrence, whose 
expenence and ment were unquestionable, but to whose 
asthmatical complam'ts the close and sultry climate of 
Bengal was injurious , and Chve, to whom none of these 
exceptions apphed It was at last determmed, that Chve 

1 This vas TooluJee Angria, son of Kanhajee — W 

- The author ■vvas not an are of the circumstances under which Gheriah was 
taken and retained bj- tlie Englisli, in contravention of the terms under which 
the> were engaged to co-operate irith the Malirattas, whom they contrived to 
•anticipate in a mutuallj projected scheme of deception See Duff’s Mahratta 
History, ii 88 —W 

3 See for this account, Orme, i 40G — 117 , Cambridge’s War In India, p 
120—130 , Lord Clive’s Evidence, Report, ut supra 



1£2 EISTOBT OF BBITISE DTOIA 

BOOK IT ahcniH b® ient. II wm •1*o ditenninod, tli*t he ehoild bo 

anr iii. wnt mth poTren mdopoodant of the PrMidency of 0«1. 

cuttft. Among hit instraotloDf, one of the mod peremp- 
tory -WM, th*t he ehoold retani, md bo egiin d Midm 
with the whole of the troopo, in the month of April tbotrt 
■which ttmo it 'WM expected thd In ooneequenoe of the 
•wwr between Franoe end England, a French fleet would 
anire upon the ooad. It wis prinoipollj indeed, ■with a 
Tiew to thia retorn, that independence of the Calontta 
mien, ^who might be tempted to retain waa bertowed 
upon GHre, 

The foroe which Mfled from the road of on the 

10th of October oonaiated of Are hxog’a ahipe with Admi- 
ral Wateon at Commander and fire OompanT’a wht jw, 
aerring ai transporta { haring on boards 900 Emtppean 
tro(^ and IfiOO Sep(^ All the ships, with the exoep- 
tdon of two,arriTed Inthe Ganges c® the SOth of I>ecem 
ber and focml the fogittres from Calcutta at Fnlto, a town 
at some distance down the rirer to which the ahipa had 
desoanded, and where thej had found it practioable to re- 
main. 

After forwarding letters, full of threats, to Soraj-ad 
dcwia, wtikh the Gorrsuor of Calcutta sent word that he 
dared not delirer It was reeolred to ecmmenoe opemtionSy 
by the oaptnre of a fort, which stood, on the rirer between 
Fotts and CslcuUa. On the S7th of Beoember at the 
time when the fort was to be attacked by the ships, Cliro 
marched oat, ■with the greater part of the troopa, to lay an 
ambuflh for Intercepting the gairieoo, who w ar e not ci 
peoted to make a tedlons defence. The troopa, latigned 
In gjiniTtg their poalUoi^ were allowed to quit their arms 
to take a little repose and from a neourity says 
Mr Onne, winch no supericaity or appearances in war 
eonid justify the oommoa jwecantian of staticming aenti- 
nels ■WES neglected.” In a few minutes they ■were til 
asleep and in thia sHnatioci, surprised by a large body of 
the enemy Tbe presenoe cif mind and steady eoamge, 
which DOTor des ert ed CUre in sadden emergencies, en- 
abled him, eren In those unfaroaiable drcomstanoeii, to 
disperse a band of irregolar troope, led by a oowarUJy com- 
Bat had the enemy^ caTahy" says Ormo, 
“advanced and charged at the seme time that the infantry 
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began to fire, it is not improbable tbat tbe war ■would have BOOK IV 
been conclued on the veiy first tnal of hostihties ” ^ chap m 

The ships came up and cannonaded the fort , but the 

garrison frustrated the project of Chve , and, totally un- 
perceived, made their escape in the night The other forts 
on the nvei "were deserted, as the Enghsh approached , and 
on the 2d of January, 1757, the ai’mament arrived at Cal- 
cutta The gainson •withstood not the cannon of the ships 
for two hours , and evacuated the jilace The meichandise 
belongmg to the Company was found mostly untouched, 
because it had been reserved for the Subahdar , but the 
houses of mdividuals were totally plundered 

Intelhgence was received from the natives, who began 
to entei the to'wn, that Hoogly, a considerable city, about 
twenty-three miles up the river fi'om Calcutta, was thrown 
mto great consternation by these i-ecent events In this 
situation an attack upon it was expected to produce a very 
favourable result One of the ships sent on this service 
struck on a sandbank, and five days retarded the pi ogress 
of the detachment On the 10th of January they reached 
the spot , made a breach m the wall before mght , and the 
troops no sooner mounted the rampart, than the gipnison 
fled and escaped 

During the expedition to Hoogly news arrived of the 
commencement of hostdities between England and Emnce - 
The Ereuch in Bengal had a force of 300 Europeans, and a 
tram of field artillery , which, if added to the army of the 
Subahdar, would render him an irresistible enemy The 
Enghsh were now very desirous to make their peace with 
that formidable ruler , but the captm e of Hoogly, under- 
taken solely with a "view to plunder,* had so augmented his 

1 Scrafton, p 62, sinks the culpable circumstances — H SirJ JIalcolm 
himself n soldier, shows that no such catastrophe was possible, “ the thick 
jnnglewhich concealed the approach ofthelnthntty.waslmpervioas to cavalry, 
who had no means of advancing, except throngh openings whore they ranst 
have been seen, and the possihillty of surprise defected ” Life of CUvo, 

1 162— W 

3 The Indian historian gives an amusing account of the relations hotween 
England and France “ Just at this crisis, ’ says ho, “ the flames of nar broke 
out between the Irench and English , two nations u ho had disputes hehveon 
themselves of five or six hundred j ears’ standing , and who, after proceeding 
to bloodshed, wars, battles, and massacres, for a number of years, would lay 
down their arms by common agreement, imd take breath on botli sides, in 
order to come to blows again, and to fight with as much fury as ever ” &er 
JIutakliareen, 1 769 

3 As observed by the biographer of Clive, there are no facts to warrant the 
imputation that plunder was the sole object of the attack upon Hoogly The 
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EISTOBT of BEmSH ISBIA, 

BOOK IT tliAi be vu not in n frmie of Tntrvl to reeeiTe from 

CHAP m. thjem my prtipoeitkio and In* tmy reooirod It» oriere to 
. miroh. SAppdj far the £ngS«h tba came «ptnt by winch 
Duplaix was roproaobed for not haring negotlatod a wo* 
tnhty between the Freaoh and Comp*nlei xn 

India, thongh the nationg were at war in £arope, preraOed 
In the ConncQa at Chandeonagor The roIeiB at that aet- 
tlemect reftised to aaalai Snraj-ad-dowlai md pr opoeed 
that they and the Englmh sho^d engage by treaty not- 
wHhetmdirig the war between thair rcwpectire cocntrieiV 
to abstain from hostiUtles against ooe another m Bengal^ 
sun the power of the*Sai^dar poTBented an appalling 
aspect to Chre and no sooner had he reodred inhntatkia 
of an abatsmarrt in the imtatioo of that enemy than he 
renewed his appEcaticm for paace^ Ibe Sobahdar r e c e n e J 
hli letter aitd eren propoeed a oonferenoe but ocmtlnaed 
his march, and on the 3d of Pebniary sarrconded Cklontta 
with bis camp. Chre rcaolred to enrpnsa it before dawn 
of the follow^ morning Tbe design wss no leas politio 
thsn bold { both as the andaoity of it was lihely to akrm a 
timorons enemy and as tbs difBoi}^ of proCTzriog prori- 
akma, samxmded by a large body of oarahy most soon 
hare been great. The eieenticin, however wu badly 
planned tod a thick mist angmenied the oansea of nsi^ 
f o r tnu a. The troops suffered oonaideTably ; and w e re 
eerenl timea exposed to the greatest dangen. Yet they 
marched throogh the oamp ( and produced on the minds 
of the Sababdar and his army the Intended effect. Eiger 


dTpertoKfir of iMkkir wi i t W tgaimtl «a ton. vm » cO- 

■nocD raodwiar ecptmoorCUaCk. Out a b wriirwr—rytowA 
sir «sr *tW tbo tb« wt vdJn^ nlM o( W 

Tto* b MBW esotroiietkB ta tSa ftWoMW at dAnst s«lSartt)**«a 
tbb ■Maet, vUefe cn M neoacOad Mir It eoUmtlos c^dctM chI ctr> 

Itappewiirobafala. iXal tSa rnMk vtra aotta^rwdWtSa 

nr ta Enoea, tc^ aftar tba swnS «f Iba Xsnb to Calntta, tha aap- 
tlBltea Sw l«aca alts tba Eactna. Tka? caoU act, tberrtoe kora )<SDad Mn 
taamti g»i n prrrmt ttMt }meOm t*m^ jjata, *w m tf Om'i »«»* » 
*r MoalM ta Ike OaatT ram readUj tkm m tbaaji t ad rtaiii kr Adia™ 

Wataon. Ha nttea to ina f^Mir i ai i, f kxjw tScra «a itaa? no j 
Sara keen too padaet at a ta tfea ccprf nWf wl tka trtaty k«t IkaraMti'D^ 
tkat tlH dalar af lar or twa kata ralaad tka Owiu/k 

jaacftai W tia Frmt -wltt tta Itewab, nbb m ao U>a aatrt cd k^ 

ioto aaaeBtte. LA, ( ITS. With tta efcfaiioa aCttat mr tj>am « 
M thA- B wa rt a nlt T od e».ef>artitki|r ttttk tha Kank. T*» <tr»*.*Q*** * ^ 
a ntraaty aaraaiitaa^nrat to tka XanW ratiaatj 
ttaaBBttar ta eBrmt,lba Orcaak tadoatomdi ream taka pateaJKrttatt 

Satjaaiaaii. — W 
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to be removed from an enemy capable of those darmg BOOK IV, 
attempts, Siiraj-ad-dowla was now in earnest to effect an chap hi 

accommodation. Overtures were received and returned , 

and on the 9th of February a treaty was concluded, by 
which the Nabob, as he was styled by the English, agreed 
to restore to the Company their fectones, and all the pri- 
vileges they had formerly enjoyed , to permit them to 
fortify Calcutta , and to make compensation to them for 
such of the plundered effects as had been brought to ac- 
count m the books of his government. So greatly was he 
pleased with this treaty, that two days after its conclusion, 
he proposed to conclude with the English an alhance 
offensive and defensive , a contract which the Enghsh 
eagerly formed^ and which both parties ratified on that 
very day 

In return to the French for that neutrality of theirs 
which had saved the Enghsh,^ Chve, at the very moment 
of makmg peace with the Nabob, sounded him to know if 
he would permit the English to attack the settlement at 
Ghandemagor, for which there still would be time before 
the settmg in of the southern monsoon The proposition 
was hateful to the Subahdar , but for the present he 
returned an evasive answer As this was not a prohibi- 
tion, Chve resolved to construe it as a permission , and he 
sent his army across the nver The Subahdar now mter- 
fered with efficacy , sent an express prohibition , and took 
measures for opposmg the attempt 
The Council at Calcutta, no longer expecting the con- 
sent of the Subahdar, and alarmed at the thought of 
ittemptmg the enterpnse m defiance of his authority, 
jntered mto negociation with the French They had 
mutually agreed upon terms , and obtamed tho assent of 
the Subahdar to guarantee between them a treaty of neu- 
trality and pacification But the factory at Ghandemagor 
was dependent on the government of Pondicherry, and 
could only ratify the treaty provisionally, the govern- 
ment of Calcutta signed with defimtive powers This 
difference started a scruple m the bmm of Admiral Wat- 
son , and ho refused to sign. In the opuuon of Chve, 
there was but one alternative that of embracing the neu- 
trahty, or instantly attackmg Ghandemagor But Watson 
1 See preceding note 
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BOOE IV refoBod to fettAok withotxt the Nabob b oonieot *tv^ QItb 
CHAT m. urged tbo ivitjawitj of aooeptug tliB umrtrality In a 
“■ ' ' letter to the Beleot Committoe he aaid, * If the neutrahty 
be reftaed, do but re6oot, Gentlemen, what will be the 
opinion of the world of these our late prooeediuga. Did 
we not, In oonseqoeuoe of a letter reo ei red from the 
Goraroof and Ooanoll of Chandenagor offer* of a 

nentrah^ within the Ganges, In a TTyarmirT to It, br 
dealring they would send deputies, and we would 
gladly oome mto audii neutrality with them T And bare 
we not, since their arrival, drawn out articles that were 
mtisfiaotaiy to both parties and agreed that eucdi articles 
should be reciprocally signed, sealed, and iwtsn to t 'What 
win the Nabob thlnlc, after the promise hnT\ on our 
side, and after hie coneeotlDg to guarantee this neutnli^ } 
He, and all the world, wiD certainly think, that we are 
mm without pruidplea, or that we are men of a trifling 
Inggniflnantdjapoeitioo. While th* altensiions on thj> 
lubjoot oon tlnn ed, new* reached the flnbohdar that 
Ahmed Shah, the Abdallee, bad taken Delhi and meant 
to extend his oonquesU to the eastern prorinev of the 
Mogul empire. intelligence^ which filled him with 

oenstematioQ, suggoBted the Test importanoe of seeuriDg 
the oo-opercticiD of the Hn gtiah and he immediately sent 
a letter to Oolooel Chr^ the object of which waa to pore 
the way for attaining tt, on almost any tenna. Ihe rery 
B&me day on whioh the letter of the Nabohresched CU- 
outta, the aniral was anoouneed of three shipa with trtwpe 
from Bombay and of one of the ahlpB, also bearing troops, 
whldi sailed with CliTe from Madras, but was compeDed 
to return. With such additions, ■i.yi Mr Oime *1116 
'Rnglkh foroe was deemed cspshla of taking Ohandemsgor 
althou^ protected by the Nabobs army Colonel CllTe 
therefore immediately dmnlaad the French deputies, who 
were then with Mm wiitiiig to sign the treaty, which was 


MutnlkrcnftaaMTttktbalDeflifa. lifc rfCar*. L ^ 
a» nom tfi* ttiTw ta Ow m*i« *» tx a wjw 

th« «n am* ts«t s^ttfr Ibi JBIIW « w 

tif ttenahw froa Ow •o cw a WM M of fcjMrMHwaJ 
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Bopart, st H{rm, ArPCidtE, Ifo. tL 
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even -vratten out fair, and winch they supposed had been BOOK IV 


enmely concluded ” * 

The Enghsh foice advanced , while the scruples of Ad- 
miral Watson, under the great accession of foice, were 
vanqiushed by some supposed contradictions m the letters 
of the Subahdar , and the opposition of the Subahdar was 
suspended by his apprehension of the Afghans On the 
1 4th of March, the detachment from Bombay havmg jomed 
the Enghsh army, hostihties commenced The French 


cuAi* in 
1757 


defended themselves with great gaUantiy the Nabob, 


roused at last,- and eager to prevent their fall, sent per- 
emptory orders to the Enghsh to desist , and even put a 


part of his aimy m motion But the fire fiom the ships 
was irresistible, and the reduction of the foid anticipated 
the efiects of intended resistance The resentment of 


the Nabob was checked by his remaining diead of the Ab- 
dallees , and he still courted the friendship of the mvaders 
He, however, eluded their request to give up all the other 
French factories and subjects m his domimons , and af- 
forded protection to the troops who had escaped fiom the 
fort of Chandernagor 

The time was now arrived when, accordmg to his instruc- 
tions, Chve ought no longer to have defen ed his return to 
Madras He himself, m his lettei to the Select Com- 


mittee, dated the 4th of March, had said respectmg Wat- 
son’s objection to the treaty of neutrahty , “ this leads me 
to consider senously the situation of the Company’s afiairs 
on the coast, and the positive orders I have received fix)m 
the President and the Committee at Madras, to return at 


all events with as great a part of the forces under my com- 
mand as could possibly be spared ” - “ The situation of 


1 Orme, 11 139 Clive himself gives a cnr’ons account of the deliberation 
upon this measure “ That the members of the Committee iverc — Mr Drake 
(the Governor!, himself (Col Clive), MuJor Kilpatrick, and Mr Becher —Mr 
Becher gave his opinion for a neutrality, Jlajor Kilpatrick, for a neutrality , he 
himself gave his opinion for the attack of the place , Sir Drake gave an opinion 
that nobody conldmake anything of Major BMpatrlck then naked him,'whether 
he thought the forces and squadron could attack Chandernagor and the Nabob’s 
army at tlio same time ?— he said, he thought they conld , upon trhlch Major 
EUlpatrick desired to wlthdraiv his opinion, and to be of his They voted 3Ir 
Drake’s no opinion at all, and JlaJor Kilpatrick and he being the majority, a 
letter vrai written to Admiral Watson, desiring him to co-operate in the attack 
on Chandernagor ” Heport, ut supra There Is something Indicrons hi voting 
a man’s opinion, to be no opinion , vet the undecisive, hesitating, ambiguouj 
propositions, of men who know not what resolution to take, cannot. In general, 
perhaps, be treated by a better rule 
® Eoport, ut supra. Appendix, No vl 
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HISTOar OF BHITISH INDIA* 


BOOK IT tb« Cotnfjtny’* tflilrB on tl» tTxt i» n«, 

cscAT ni. luUc, vu indeed in no tm&ll degree alarm If they 
■ ■ '■ rtmamed witlioat the protection of their mflitaty forw^ 
113r HQt for the reatormUon of the •ettlemeaU In Bengal The 
I^^denoy of Uhdnehad not lefl thezoeelvee tro^mS 
dent to make head against the French eren then in tl» 
ooontryj and it was known at iladraa, before the de* 
partore of dire, that, in ooneeqnenoe of the expected 
hoatihUes, a powerfol annament was destined ^ the 
French goremment for India and without doubt would 
m ake Ha first landing In the Camatio. On the other aide 
Chre beheld an opening lor expknts, both splendid and 
prnhtahle, in TWtgal orveriooked bH other oondderatlons 
violated hla instnotlonB and remained. 

mte Frenoh, who had ooUeoted thenuelma at Ooesimija 
ear became the first subject of dispute. Inati<a/^ of 
yielding them up, on the repeated s^dtaticms of the 
English, the Nabob furnished 11 Iaw who was the head 
of the fimtory at On ari mb aja r with moDej arms, and 
ammunihoD, and aefit them mto Bahar dive, to the 
great displaasure d hla new ally threatening and even 
preparing to detach a part of his army to Intercept them. 
By the author of the Seer Uutakhsreeo, we are told that 
IL law before his departure, revealed to Bazi^j~ad-dcnrln 
the diaaffeotlon of his principal offloera ; the oonnexicm 
idii^ they would be euro to fmn with the Tn gH«>i for his 
deetruotlan and the nsoeoeity of retaining the French 
about his person if be wished to pre aei Te hhneelf from 
that deplorable fate. The poraons, hcrweror who medi 
tated bis ruin, and who aaw the importance of mnorlng 
tha French, p rea ee d upon his mind the impolicy of qnar 
Telling with the notorkaa EngTlah on aoeount of the ran* 
qabhed and fogitiTe French- He tharafore dismbeed IL 
law tallh>g Tiim, that if there aboold happen any thing 


dmr tlat C0 t« Jaifta KUdlrva*! vm hbiatr vbffik* 
mm- m tn. To MMtwo uj pcTt W tS* fcm Cm D I iul. 

^^adtOBlrtu SvSdt tlMaCTMlmsM tbu had ban mUiI, 

«««11 bm •warad npaiaao tba Oa 7>a 

toiansi tS anrri aS toaU »«» vhrtaa a r J. ka paati « *nW«fc*ai. 

tha It a ijitta In liinw !>■< >*• 

EMtkh ««aU har* wmM haat asalna Uhd. « e*ili haw haFaS ftrtT 
caamj Ttetmr Qrra voalt hxra tan tT»*nr, hc* Myloha aT*. 
h«tt tia latarwt* ^ hti «aa al TT had ha ahajal tha 

•ahara thada u^ l a ali ‘ 

IrraparaW*,— fr 
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new, he would send for him again ” — “ Send forme again T BOOK TV. 
miswered Law, “Be assured, my lord Nawab, that -this is chap in 

the last time we shall see each other, remember my 

Tvords,— we shall never meet agam, it is nearly impos- 
Bible 

Lord Chve, an his statement todihe House of Commons, 
said, “ that after Ohandernagor was resolved to be at- 
tacked, be repeatedly said to the committee as well asrto 
others, that they could mot stop dhere, but must go 
further, that, havmg established themselves by force, 
and not by consent of the Nabob, he would endeavour to 
drive th6m out agam, that they had numberless proofs of 
his intentions, many upon record, and that he did suggest 
to Admiral Watson and Sir George Pococke, as weU as to 
the Committee, the necessity of a revolution, that Mr 
Watson and the gentlemen of the Committee, agreed upon 
the necessity of it,^ and that the management of that 
revolution was, with consent of the committee, left 
to Mr Watts, who was resident at the Nabob’s capital, 
and himself, that great dissatisfaction ansmg among 
Suraj-ad-dowla’s tioops, Meer Jaffier was pitched upon to 
be the person to place m the room of Suraj-ad-dowla, m 
consequence of which a treaty was formed 

A comphcated scene took place, which it would be httle 
instructive to unfold,^ of plotting and mtngue The first 
proposals were made by an officer named Tar Khan Latty, 
and they were greedily embraced, till mtimation was re- 
ceived thatMeei Jaffier Khan was mchned to enter mtoa 
confederacy for deposmg the Subahdar This was a per- 
sonage of much greater powei and distmction. Jle had 

J Seer MutaUiareeii, I. 762 

5 Captam Brereton, ivho was Lieutenant witli Admiral Watson, declared in 
evidence, “ that he had heard Admiral Watson my, he thought it an extra- 
ordinary jneasurelo depose n man they had so lately made a solemn treaty 
with ” Heport, ut supra, — SI 

Better evidence. Admiral "Watson’s own, proves, that he entirely approved of 
the proceedings He writes to Clive “lam glad to hear that Sleer Jaffletis 
party Increases, I hope every thing wfll turn out, In the expedition, to your 
wishes, and that I maysoon have to congratulate you on lie success of it’ 

Life of Clive, 1 24i— W. 

3 Beport, nt supra. — JI Trom the manner in which this Is stated, it would 
seem ns if the pr^ect of a revolution originated with the English, although, 
from what follows, it is clear that it was suggested to them 1^ proposals floip 
the principal persons nt Murshedahad, both Mohammedan and Hindu amongst 
the latter, and a most influential indlvldua], "was the opulent banker Juggut 
Set Life of Clive, 1 227— AV 

* It has heeti done with exemplary minuteness and patience by Mr Ormo, 

3L 149—176 
VOL. in. 
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mSTOBT OP BEITIB^ INDIA 

JtOOK IV bcffli married at an eariy period to tlie aiatar of Alhtrdi, 
a=Ar in. and hold a high rank in hla army fietrwd him and AH- 
TenU had not been always the beat mdomtarding and 
1757 lleorJafBer had at one time etderNl Into a projepct of 
treason. Bnt the intorest of the two jartic* t^ngVt than 
to master their disBatiafiuntian and *t the of AIL 
yerdi, User Jaffier was paymaster general of the fimaia, 
one of the highest offlcea in an Indian goremment. Son^ 
ttd-dowia hated Jleer Jaffler and was too ignorant and 
headstrong to nae management with h» Shortly 

after his aooeeaion, ileer Jaf&er waa rentored from hia 
ofQoe, and remained eipoeed to aH that might resolt from 
the violent dlspoaitlon of the Sahahd^ According to the 
oonstitaticrQ, however of an Indian onny m which every 
Gengal maintains hi« own troopa» a ooDaidenble portloa 
ofthoarmy bolongadtoMeer JafBer and thli he eierted 
hiinaelf to increase^ by enhstlngea many aaposdhle of the 
adr ent a ref s, with whom the netoro of warfare 

made the ooimtry abonod. 

In mano&otnrlng the terms of the oanfedermoy the 
grand oo n oem of ilM Snghah appeared, to be money * The 
Committee really believed," eays Mr Orm^ the wealth, 
of Sany-ad-dowia mnoh gmior than it pogribJy oonld be, 
even if the whole life of the late Nab(>b Alirerdi had not 
been spent m defending his own dotninions against the 
Invaaloci of rmnoos eoemles and even if Boiaj-ad-dowla 
himself had reigned many instead of only one year."' 
Ibey roaolred socordmgly not to sparing m their 
deouDdi ; and the sttaatjan of J affier TThimj the man- 
ners and ottstoma of the oonotry mads ready to pro- 
TTusft whatever th^ desired. In name of eo inp e uea faoo for 
loeses by the oaptare of Calcutta, 10,000,000 rupoes were 
promised to the English Company 0^000,000 rupees to 
KTig^iih inhahltanta, S^OOOOOO to the Itidiina, sod 700,000 
to the Armenians These rmui were specoded in the 
formal treaty Over sod beside this, jt was resolved by 
t>iw Cocnmlttoe of the Counoil, that la, the number 
of individnals by whom the buaineeB >as performed, that 
a Am at! OP of S,MXh000 lupeea ehoohi bo ashed for the 
npnadron ; and another of equal amount for the army 
CIRM,1L 1(0. 

TbaMjcwete, swwasj oaiki 

OBn, to cfiVt Ui tia or si< « cad crtMi * bli rail witract neS fr«i tSs 
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‘‘ When this ^vas settled," sa^s Lord Chve,' “ Mr Becher BOOK IV. 
-(a member) suggested to the Committee, that he thought chap hi 

that Committee, -who managed the great machme of go- 

Temment, was entitled to some consideration, as well as 
the army and navy ” Such a proposition, m such an 
assembly, could not fail to appear emmently reasonable 
It met with a smtable approbation Mr Bechei mforms 
us, that the sums received were 280,000 rupees by Mr 
Drake the Governor , 280,000 by Colonel Chve , and 
240,000 each, by himself Mr Watts, and Majoi Kilpatrick, 
the inferior members of the Committee - The terms ob- 
tamed m favour of the Company were, that aU the French 
factones and effects should be given up , that the French 
should be for ever excluded from Bengal , that the ter- 


splendonr of his reputation, and reflect discredit upon nil who were parties to 
their acceptance. That General, Admiral, and Members of the Select Com- 
mittee, were alike inflnenced by a grasping and mercenarj spirit is undeniable, 
and they seised, vith an aridity ■which denoted a lamentable absence of 
elevated principles, upon an 'unexpected opportunltj of reallilng princely 
fortunes At the same time, many considerations may be urged In tlieir 
excuse, and a more disinterested conduct u onld have exhibited in them, a very 
extraordlnorj exception to the prevailing practices and leellngs of the times 
The servants of the Company had never been forbidden to receive presents 
from the natives of rank, and as thoj were very ill paid, it -was understood 
that they were at liberty to pay themselves in any manner they could which 
did not injure their employers The makmg of presents was an established 
praetlco amongst the natives, and is one which they even yet consider as a 
necessary part of friendly or formal Intercourse, and although, agreeably to 
their notions, it is most incumbent on the inferior to approach his superior with 
an offering, yet on great public occasions, and especially upon any signal 
triumph, the distribution of liberal donations to the army and the chief ofBcers 
of the court is a natural result There was nothing more than customary, 
therefore, in the gift of large sums of money by 51ir Jaflfler to those to whom 
ho was indebted for his accession , and, ns there was neither law nor usage op- 
posed to the acceptance of his donations hy the servants of the Company, and 
as they were avowedly expected and openly received, there was nothmg dis- 
honest in the transaction That the amount of the presents was excessive, mav 
bo attributed, in some degree, to the erroneous opinion entertained probably 
by Mir Jaffler, andcertainly by the Company’s servants, of the great wealth In 
the treosnry of Suraj-ad-dowfa, which admitted of such deduction With a 
just regard to circumstances and seasons, therefore, it is unjust to expect from 
the servants of the Company a lofty disregard of personal advantage, although 
they would have merited more unqualified admiration had they disdained their 
private enrichment in the noble aim of promoting the public good much un- 
happiness would have been avoided hy themselves, much misery would have 
been spared to Bengal 

1 Evidence before the Committee, Beport, ut supra 

^ Ihld These latter receipts were the occasion of a dilute "Upon this 
being known,” said Clivb (Beport, ut supra, “ Mr Watson replied, that fie vras 
entitled to a share in that money He (Olive) agreed in opinion with tho 
gentlemen, when this application was made, thatMr Watson was not one of the 
Committee, hut at tho same tlmo did Justice to bis services, and proposed to 
ilio gentlemen to contribute os much as would make his share equal to the 
Governor s and his own , that about three or four consented to it, the iest 
wonld not.” 
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BOOKtlV Ti i t or j ■unu uiHltng Gyoiittft io the tSCOO'ycdt 

cBAT m. b^DDd thfi AU'hrttta dlt^'«nd til the ItzvlIjiiigaDatluif 
■ “ Otlc ctt t ti fir M Oalpecy thonld be grurted-ihem tm 

Zommdtrj tcmire,ihe Oomptny paying "the TTontiJn ihe 
»nv* narmer u ether Zamljidtn. 

Par eSeotmg ihe deatruciiaii of Sonj-td-dovlt it irtt 
ooDOoied^'thtt the TCn glfah MbiinM taVw the indthxt- 
lleer Jt&et -ihooH Join them tt Ontva, 'with hie cm 
'inxjpt, and thoee of te many of the other oommaodea aa 
it ahi)^ be In hit power to dfibeaoh. TVhen'thePD^ith 
amred at Ootwa, no aJHta, horerer appeared Ijettai 
were rec at red from Jloonbedabad by -some of the nathw 
in the camp, atitfng tbit the oonepua^ wu dltoorcredf 
end that Keer Jafflw had obtained hia panlan, on cai> 
dibon of aiding the Kahob with all hia reeooroea agahwt 
the “RTygHah Izatetd of Ueer Jaffler and his troc^ a 
letter from Ifeer Jaffler ar riTod. In this it was 
that the aoepidant of the Nabob had been raised 'that 
he had conatnlned Keer Jti^ to swear hdeSty on the 
Earn that K bad thna become ixopoadble for U^Jafller 
to join the Eoghah befbre the day of batUe but -that it 
-wonLl be easy for hioOf in the aebca, -to deaerttheNihoby 
Twl the fortttne of the dey 'T>m mind of the GSng 
Hih lypTiTTmwW tne dlatmbeiL fThe treaoheiy of lleo 
Jaffler eoold not be regarded u nnprobahle} and *be 
thought it extremely hamrdona (to use hu enm werda) 
to pan a rirer whidi is only fordable in onojdaoe, march 
100 TntW np the oo miti y and nab a battle, ’wh^ if a 
defeat enaned, not one thm wcrold bare jeturriftl to 
tellit."^ 

In these dlfBoohlee be called a ooanoil of war. *lt is 
Tery nre, mj* Ur Onne, that a oooneil of -war deddee 
for battle.” QUre hnnself nys, “ that tha 'wia the <mij 

oormoQ of -war that erer be held, uid if he had abided bythat 

cormeil, it -would bare been the min of the !Elsat India 
Oompany” The aingolarity iSj'that in the ooodqII CSiro 
VihTr»w1f was of the ame opinion -with the m^jeodfy and by 
delirorang his ophdon first, -wbloh was ftr from ifce usual 
TJTsctiocy no doubt oonddaralda inflosoco in deter 
Tnlnlng otheti jet that afterwards be disregarded that 
XTUncm. wt w pi fc 1 tn. 


Zndsaa, wjn. 



BATTLE OF PLASST. 


decision, and took upon iumself to act in direct oppo- BOOK IV 
^tion to ifr The army was ordered to cross the nver chap hi 

the nest mormng , and at a little past midmght arrived 

at Plassy ^ ^ 

At this place, a part of the army of the Subahdar had 
Been mtrenohed for a considerable tune , and the Subahdar 
Turn self had reached it with the remamder of his forces the 
evenmg before the arrival of the Enghsh The army with 
which he was now to contend for his power and his bfe 
consisted of 60,000 foot, 18,000 horse, and fifty pieces of 
cannon." Of the Enghsh force, 900, includuig 100 artil- 
lery-men and fifty sailors, were Europeans , 100 were 
'Topasses , and 2100 Sepoys The battle was nothing but 
a distant cannonade This was mamtamed' durmg the 
greatest part of the day, and sufficed to temfy the Subah- 
•dar, who, by the advice of those who desired his rum, 
issued orders of preparation for retreat Upon this, Jaffier 
EBan was observed moving off with bis troops Chve was 
then convinced of his mtention to join him he now, 
therefore, ordered the Enghsh to advance, and attack that 
part of the Ime which still maintained its position. The 
knowledge of these two events determmed the mind of 
the Subahdar, he mounted a fleet camel and fled with 
2000 attendants No further resistance was offered , and 
the English entered'' the camp at five o’clock, having, by 
the assistance of a weak and ■vioious sovereign, determmed 
the fate of a great kmgdom, and of 30,000,000 of people, 
with the loss of twenty Europeans killed and wounded, 
of sixteen Sepoys killed, and oifly thirty-six wounded.* 

The army advanced, about mne miles, to Daudpore, the 

' Strafton (Keflechons, p 90) says, that the Colonel’s resolution ■a-as founded 
■upon a letter he received from Jafller ini the course of the day Orme, 

•Tvho loves a little of the marvellous, says, “ that as soon as the coundli 
of ■svar hroXe up he retired alone into the adjoining’ crove, -(vhere ho 
continued near an hour in deep meditation , and ga-vo orders, on his return. 

-to his quarters, that the army should cross the river the next morning ” li. 

no— M 

It is dear that the alteration in Clive’s Tievrs must havoheen the result of 
hisjprivate meditations , and the circumstances particnlarired by Orme, are 
not unlikely to have been communicated to him Clive himself — ^W 

3 Clive says 16,000 horse and 35,000 foot, and forty pieces of cannon. Lettei; 
to the Secret Committee Llfe,l 2G3 

3 Lord' Clive stated (Report, nt supra), " that the battle’s being attended' 

•with so little bloodshed arose from two causes, first, the army was, sheltered!, 

"bj so high a bank that the hea-vy artillery of the enemy could hot possibly do 
them much mischief, the other was, that Snraje-ad-dowla had not confidence 
•in his army, nor his army any confidence in him, and therefore they did not do 
their duty upon that occasion ” 
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HISTOBY OF BBITIBH INDIA. 


BOOK IT Micto oTBuIog, with IHUo ooouIod to p(iT»iie tha enamj 
our m. who had almost entir^ d ia pt u ae d . At thU pWw, Meer 
“■ Jaffler aent a mooaa^ to tha Fogllih commandar tW ha, 

with many more of the great offioera, and a oonaideraUe 
part of the army waited hie oommanda. Hxe next mortt* 
ing Chre aant to oozMlaot him to hla qnarten and he 
anired, uDder soma apprdienclona, which the Colooel, 
thinking h no timw for reproaohee, hastened to dIspeL It 
waa arranged that Hear Jaffier ehould march to the capital 
immediately to prerent the escape of SnrajHul-dowIa, and 
the remoral hia weehh. 

Thai wretched prinoe had amred at hia the 

night after the bettie^ wImtc, now apprind that he had 
not a filand on whom be ooold rely ntteily imeertain 
what oour ae to parsoe, he remained tiB tlie efe nin g of the 
fdllcrwuig day when Meer Jaffier entered the cdty Ihen 
hia feara dictated a reacdotloD He diagnbed in a 

rn**" dxeai, and aboot ten o olook at tdght went aeeretly 
OTti of a window of the paUoe, with hit &TODrlt« oooera> 
bine and a single eninich, utendlng to Jcdn K. law and 
escape into Bahar where he ecamted upcm the proteotion 
of the Goremor The rcrwera, howerez^ of hie beet, worn 
ooi before the morning with btlgne, etopped at Uahl, 
where he endetTonred to ecootsl himself in a garden. He 
waa there, at break of day dboor er ed by a man, whom he 
had formaiy treated wi^ cnuity and who now rerealad 
htm to the GoremciT Corored with Indlgni^ ho was 
hurried back to Uoonhedahsd, and presented to Heer 
Jaffier who pUoed him nnder the onsti^ of hia boo. The 
eon, a bmtal, ferooiotiB yooth, the aame night gire ordera 
for his kL Iaw who received the stnnmona 

to join the Nabob ai sooo as war with the Enghah appeared 
IneTitahle, inunadiatdy began his march ; hut h^ not 
passed TacrugoHy when he reoeired reporti of the battle 
of Plaasy and halted for ftnthor infomation. Had he 
immediately p roceeded twenty Tnflm farther" says Mr 
Otme, be woold the next day have met and eared SnraJ- 
ad-dowla, and an order of erenta, very different frcm 
those wtdoh we hare to relate, would, in all probabUl^ 
have ensued. 

Tie bsUIe was fought on the SSrd of Jnnev and on the 
113 . 
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25th CJolonel Chve with his troops arrived at Moorsheda- BOOK PV 
had. On the next day a meeting was held to confer about okap m 

the stipulated moneys , when the chief officer of finance 

declared that the whole of Suraj-ad-dowla’s treasures was 
madequate to the demand “The restitution,” says llr 
Orme, “with the donations to the squadron, the army, and 
the committee, amounted to 22,000,000 of sicca rupees, 
equal to 2,750,000? But other donations were promised, 
which have smce been the foundation of several fortunes ” ^ 

The scantiness of the Bengal treasury was most imex- 
pected, as well as most painful news, to the English, who 
had been accustomed to a fond and hteral behef of Oriental 
exaggeration on the subject of Indian riches With great 
difficulty were they brought to admit so hateful a truth 
Finding at last that more could not be obtamed, they con- 
sented to receive one half of the moneys immediately, and 
to accept of the rest by three equal payments m three 
years Even of the portion which was now to be received, 
it was necessary to take one third not m specie, which was 
aU exhausted, but m jewels, plate, and other effects, at a 
valuation. Before the 9th of August, after a multitude of 
difficulties, the stipulated hal^ all but 684,905 rupees, was 
dehvered and discharged,® 

1 Ibid 11 180 

2 A piece of coosttinmito treachery irns pracUjod upon on individual 
Among the Hindu merchants established at CalcnttuTvas Omichnnd, “ a man," 
sajs Mr Orme, “ of great sagacity and understanding " who had traded to a 
vast amount, and acquired an enormous fortune “ The extent of hla habita- 
tion,” continues Mr Orme, “ divided Into various departments, the number of 
his servants eoutinually employed in various occupations, and a retinue of 
armed men In constant pay, resembled more the state of a prince than the con- 
dition of a merchant His commerce extended to all parts of Bengal and Bahar, 
and by presents and services ho hod acquired so much influence with the prin- 
cipal officers of the Bengal government, that the Presidency, in times of 
difficulty, used to employ his mediation with the Nabob This pre-eminence, 
houever, did not Ml to render him the object of much envy ’ (Orme, 11 50 ) 

A^en the alarm, excited b) the hostile designs of Suroj-ad-dowla, tlirew Into 
consternation the minds of Jlr Drake and his council, among other weak ideas 
which occurred to tliem, one was, to secure the person of Omichnnd, lest, per- 
adventnre, he shonld be In concert with theii enemies He was seised and 
thrown into confinement His guards, believing that violence, that is dis- 
honour, would next MI upon his house, set fire to it, after the manner of 
Hindus, and slaughtered the Inmates of his harem Notwithstanding this, 
wlien 3Ir Holwcll endeavoured to parley with the Nabob he employed Omi- 
chund to write letters to ins friends. Importuning them to Intercede, In that 
extremity, ivltli the prince. At tho capture, though his person was liberated, 
his valuable effects and merchandise ivere plundered No less than <00,000 
rupees In cash -were found in his treasury When an order was published that 
•such of the English as Iipd escaped the black hole might return to their homes, 
they were supplied with provisions by Omlchund “ whose Intercession," says 
Orme, “ had probablj procured their return " Omlchund, upon the ruin of 
Calcutta, followed tho Nabob’s army, and soon acquired a high degree of coiw 
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EisTOEr as. bhiush; ihbia- 

UpocLiiia acnTB of tho aelzare wd deoUi of Soa^j-td* 
dowla, Iat wHlx the Fronoh ptftj tD 

flJonMk'wIttittNHhbaVij^rvvTCa.ndvttt JdsMU. AflvQMravrtTT 
of Ctksttft, Tfaa U« KUwfa, OmMd ^ tka attain cf hk ettral titi 

B UB t Uflc . «Bd eapcfaal*! tnuf Qadekoitd'n* Mof Am irteot^Hna 
AM vtiffi Ur Wcm wu Mst to UomxdtMl m t n ^ 
#irtD (eaortl offlgnJ- M ti au. M wn wacd- ' 

UT), ^ CfenuoM. vboB cQMnt iB tl» kto ■ 


Bpasied. MTi Ur Cro$ M- 
■wotMte W otacM iW 

Ur Vctti TM pf uim d to 


cnoolt oM caiplo}' bba TtOwot mom HI an ocoatet. So na caploTM 
aa maki tniCluawai tn all dia Imi-la^aaa vfet Jtfikr It vaa nawr KnatM. 
that ha m not ■ I aal, wtth an td» O* Intacta ttftM It wm 

narer ii ffrt a4 Otat Ida aan ka a wara <* tha «faa» fa np cat aB ca. Ur QcoaaiTi 
asmaalT ^ 1IS)> Hat ^ fata taka aad artlAm tt at ajit a JfcjJ ad-dorla fraei 
hUKTlBftUarBpntaKatEtkBBaf Ida neat tnii^aamiita>arM aarly aana rtA 
aadat laatttTaraei k » tiaM .OMtOiaIafliitoTOac MiUil a itta dBTttL Jaflkr.* 
Wkautba cama ofeo^paaatin^QM )«aa nataiaad tij- (ba cotira of C*^ 
<wttM vara tfi/tMuid brtwrmt Ur TTcOi aad liar JaSer »,flno,n00 of i a ^w 
wa act dora to OiiiHiai<t,yMeh,<taMlaiaj Qw ctf Ida a auw ty 

aM Oxt “ tniM of fta bt hTaata 1 b Catoata wtn hk, (Onaa. 1. LaL na 


-wbo w«ra Oia ofaM loa tnaaata cf u natarto i aa mwacf ah» tka s 
;iQrtaanafklionaarrtm,BaA(MrMt.ta}Oi oflU>«nd(^ftfTns,w6ieh,tEi 
nodar&v dHoa orrtcaa, ba bad tmiM On* liaul un i rad tliat ha too 
zoJdbt |0 ta taa aaim ftr rtvarit Chd. aatadcad te tha arawTiaa af Ms 
aar at rTiBaai,raaafTa<hottotitfBi» l i ianlr byfl>a»odtal7cfldadwaaM. Ea 
aafead conzekMa of £aa pcrcest.. an tha nceJd MdcA ihmht ba raodrol 
(tan tha Biteb'i ciaauujj aM fearCh pan cf tha > a»aU i M atnad, iD>ae 
hastar (be ohja n d u pa « Ur Hhtlit to rete hb dalai ts thaaoaxcraa. 
TTbcaaaaeaoBBti rera aaat ta (kkitta, ttia gm ta ba ftm to Otahbaad, 


tba srwt daroaMa ef O nirt i m d appeal nl tlha nMv rd] lazifb— bat 0x7 ^ 
UtaraD/ appasr) eiam. 71X7 vara rMad oiax < asd w (tM a ertna, a> 
taikaarra to ba pc al abad— to ba iii B Wx d, il a ial i lia f hM tf all 

l aa aril . bat de pn rba btm af hk acxnasMMK. that rra aT aaMlVn rhlAaaa 
Mpaktadlartaaiw j tM7 It ww toM ttet OMebiM aheaU km aoedDC* 
Tbi7-rara(a hkporar taj aara a tbarrdt r a ba raa Bat tn ba kaltatad. Uvea 
n il — i i tii ibnlT li I t‘ M CPra, rhcaa fl frn*Va . vht (t wrilad tda 
• — ' tvo traatxa ritk Uaar JtOtr 


• vbidt OMcbaM ■— Id wat aaefbar that «bkh 

ainld rM^ ba amictM ta vtihli ba Xxadd BOt be anaad. ToUibmoar 
ba U riaikak, adp*«l trataoi labaad to ba paTt7 ba (Ui tr tah a i/ Oa 
voM a» tlfB Om Mm trvBt7 aM Iba o— atOaa brYod hh b — 
Qmlekiad, BpOM tha fiMl adJaMmestt aoa taid that be V 

tbatlMVaa nitaad aWi ka b*-^-* *wi.. 

that iBMBeat tnaaaa. Hm t E . 
laiaaij a rart cf i 7 K]fatti 7 wa^jaf.- 7 U> 


n CiMlakaaa, act ans Ur Oraar baa 7«t tx> 


la ttdi dJln ik Ll mm rtrr TaalnM e._ 

T»TH»tt. ** Twd taattfr Cm dwpt^ that — t raeOwL Sttaa tba 

attack tn™ ki ftkndlf arravaodMxa nili ttx 

■ — > »■>« of tta Kavab, aM opMi iti betoy tab**. trtatM 

ariaa(nia7hrflcraf-a* -4er1a, -aFliMa ba au-iaafatlH. ^ 

Oara fraa htn l a Le i ujaal td tha B0Dt7 whfch ta tba F****ar af cai- 

aotta IM ban aareiad afr £« Ida bna. Kota taMlaadbn tt da, ba waa na 
rftbatrM, ttrawrti kb «<*=****» *«l*, 

•ata Am kaDkaraTto tao ta fa tba (dt* agatMi Mra^- M-tayW ,7 b4 
iMd. QNnfn. » pwt ra— I to took ttpaa hka m tbeto * ttto 

artintthathana aCPtwtoaratT- priaatpta ai^ to ra rf M*y 
to aaditaA bi kto OiBau la srakra aa^ e L i p i( b 7 hr U kte 



ACCOMMODA^ON WITH GOVEENOE OF BAHAE, 
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join the Gkivemor of Bahar at Patna, the capital of the BOOK IV*, 
province Upon the assaasmation of the father of Suraj- chap m 
ad-dowla, Ahverdi had nominated Snraj-ad-dowla himself. ' 

to the nahobship of that important province, but ap- 
pomted Eamnarain, a Hmdu, m whom he reposed great 
confidence, to be Deputy Governor m the absence of the 
Prmce Eamnaram had admimstered the afiairs of the 
provmce dnrmg the life of Ahveidi, and had contmued in 
the government smce the accession of Suraj-ad-dowla 
From him Meer Jafi&er expected no co-operation, and dis- 
played anxiety that the French party should be pursued 
He suspected, however, the fidehty of any part of his own 
army , and a large detachment of the Enghsh were sent 
under Major Coote They were detained too long m pre- 
paration, they were pooily provided with the means of 
expedition , and the European part of the detachment, 


entitled to consideration It ivaa Intended to rcimtinrse his losses and remn- 
nerate his assistance, hut his Tvant of principle instignted him to enrich himself 
hy the secret to which he had been admitted, and when all was prepared for 
action, he waited on Mr Watts, the.fagent at Casslmhazar, and threatened to 
acquaint the Nawab with the conspiracy, unless a donation was secured to him 
of thirty lacs of rupees, about 350,0001 The demand was exorbitant, and 
Infinitely beyond the amount of any losses he conld hare sustained by the 
plunder of Calcutta, for which losses, also. It is to he remembered, he had 
already received compensation Mr MUl thinks it probably not more than his 
loss, because the best houses in Cilcntto, according to Ormo, were his But 
admitting that they were of great value, which is not very likely, the) were 
still his Calcutta was not rased to the ground, the buildings were still there, 
and on its recapture had of course reverted to their owners The claim was 
wholly inadmissible, and its unreasonableness was aggrai ated by the threat of 
treachery with whldi It was enforced Whatwas to be done ? To have r^ected 
it at once would have been followed by the certam murder of the Company’s 
servants at Casslmhasiar, and of Mtr Jaffler with all his lamily and adherents, 
andhy the probable defeat of the British projects and their destruction The 
menaced tr^on of Omlchnnd, and its fatal consequences, are scarcely ad- 
verted to in the preceding account, althoujfii It was that, and not the mere 
demand of extravagant compensation, which was natoraliy enough denounced, 
b) the committee as a crime, and determined to be worthy of punishment. 
Clive, who had all along advocated his cause, and defended his character, 
“ received ivitli equal surprise aui indignation the incontroi’ertible proofs 
“ offered of his guilt. Vleiving him ns a public enemy, he considered, ns he 
“ stated at the period, and pimlicly avowed afterwards, every artifice that 
“ could deceive him to be not only defensible, hut just and proper ” There 
may be a difference of opinion, on this subject, and it would have been more 
for the credit of the European character, that however treacheronsly extorted, 
the promise shonld have been performed, the money should have been pMd , 
but there can ho no doubt, that in order to appreciate with Justice the conduct 
of Clive and the Committee, the circumstance of Omichund’s menaced treason 
ahonld not be kept ont of sl^L As to the reputed effects of his disappoint- 
ment upon his intellects and life, there Is good reason to doubt their occur- 
rence, for in the month of August following, Clive recommends him to the 
Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, as “ a person capable of rendering 
“ great Borvlces, and, therefore, not wholly to he discarded ’’See Life of Clive, 

1 289 —vr. 
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BOOK IV oiflipenUed si the £iHgne thej h*d to andare, beluTed 
our IT mntfawo^j oa the i»»jr Before thej roiched IWn* the 
Prenoh hid •ndrod ud, to obruite diaputai, h*d been 
Bent forward bj Hamnandn Into the territcuy of the 8db- 
fthdar at Oudo, irith whoen ho had began to negotiate in 
alUince. llijar Ooote ina it fist inctmotod to endeiToar 
by intngoe and by foroe to wiest the govemmiirt from 
RamniTain but whBe he wmi medltittng the exeention of 
then orders, ho reoeired further inetmotlona which led to 
an ifoommodatioa aod he retomed to Uoonhedibad on 
the 13th of Soptombor Ihe detachment which be hid 
ooodncted waa etstioned at Ocesunhoxv near l/oorahedi* 
bad { the rest of the army via lant Into qaartem at 
dhandemigor la a more healthy ntnaticm the leat 
of the Praeidency and on the day after the amral of 
Ui^Oooto, Odoiml CSfre left Moomhedabad and reinmed 
to Calonttv 
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'nn^HEN' the F-nghuh detachment for the recorery of Cal 
» « cutta, and the Fronoh detacbmont for the relief of 
Boaay left the Camatu^ the oooteoding partlee wore *o 
far Htmininharl In foToe ae to meditate qaietnen and for 
Kwnftw the Fn gltahy tHI the troopa which they had aent 
to Bengal ehoold reiom the French, tQl the armament 
■hfmld amve which they-eipeotod from Earope. In the 
m.WJi time it waa feH by the Engiiah as a griercns mi*- 
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fortune, that though their Nabob Mohammed All was now BOOK IV. 
without a nval m the Camatio, its pecuniary produce was chap rv 

remarkably small ^ The governors of forts and districts, ■- 

the zemmdars, polygars, and renteia, employed, as usual, 
aU their means of artifice and force to withhold their pay- 
ments , and the rabble employed by Mohammed All as 
soldiers, ill paid and weakly governed, were found alto- 
gether inadequate to the estabhshment of an efficient 
authority in the provmce The notion which was early 
entertamed of the great peoimiary supphes capable of 
bemg drawn from Madura and Tmivelly, appears still to 
have mamtamed a determining mfluence m the councils 
of Madras, and notwithstanding the general resolution to 
remain mactive. Captain Calliaud, the commanding officer 
at Trichinopoly, before the end of the year 1766, received 
instructions to renew his attempts for the reduction of 
those dependencies In the hope of prevading upon the 
King of Tanjore to aflhrd some assistance — a hope which, 
as usual, he took care to disappoint — Captain CaUiaud 
directed his march through Tanjore, and crossing Mara- 
war, arrived in TimveUy The troops who accompanied 
him, jo.ned to the body of Sepoys who had remained in 
the country, and the troops of the Polygars who had 
espoused the Enghsh mterest, composed a formidable 
army But it was imable to proceed to action for want of 
money, and the utmost exertions of Calliaud produced 
but an insignificant supply Intelhgence that the rebel- 
hous polygars were treatmg with the Mysoreans, who had 
a station at 'the fort of Dindigul, presented m strong 
colours the necessity of expedition , yet he was unable to 
leave Tmivelly before the 10th of April, when he marched 
to attack Maxiura with 180 Europeans, 2600 Sepoys, six 
field-pieces, and 600 horse Upon aravmg at the town he 
found it a place of much greater strength than he had 
been led to suppose , and, without battermg cannon, not 
easy, if possible to be reduced. He planned an effort to 
take it by surprisa The first ladders were planted , and 
CaUiaud himself, with twenty men, had got mto the 
fausse-bray, when the guard withm received the alarm, 
and they were obliged to retreat. Two compames of 

1 It yms a real evil to the gxivemment, that the revenues were withheld hy 
refractory’ tributaries and contumncious dependants — W 
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HISTOET OF TOTTFffH rw DTH. 

BOOKIIT Sepoy* Trore toon after dieimtolied to lu ri ng pleoea d feat, 
omr IT- taring aitillary from Mchlnopoly and rkrHmf? had oom- 
■ mancad an hrirlgne "witli aome of tlie jematdan^ or 

of tlie enemj'a troc^ whan he reoab^od that 

the Fnjnoh aorb^ at Triidmiopoly- 
Doring these afforis to obtain pooseadoo of the in '. ' w n nM 
of Madnra and TSnirdlj efForta hud been imdeir- 

taken in other parts of the pronnoe; A brother of the 
Nabob, by name Nojoob Oolla, who waa Ooremor of 
Nelore *Tiri ita distria^ adnatrd in the northera ijziartar of 
the Camatlo, araded or nfosed payment of the nrrmw de- 
maoded of btm tnd the Habo^ who poaseawd not the 
meane of ooerdon, was ur ge n t with the F-ngTiah to pirffirm 
H in hla ataad. Ihe raptnn between the two brotban 
took pkoe towards the and of Febrcary and it was the 
1st of April before the Fogbah troopa were ready to 
maroh. By the and cf the momth they had erected bat- 
teries agsinat the fort the £d of Hay a breach was 
eSected, which they deemed praoticaUe a storm whs 
attanptad the next mortring. But the Fngbth Trere re- 
puleed (from the breach, nor wu it expedient to 

renew the attack tfll more battffinmg-gacncin. shonH be 
TBoeired from lb the time the detachment 

reoelred ordera to relom to the Preaideney with all ex 

peditlcsL 

The Ooremment of PondioheiTy nothwithotandlng the 
pacifie pohoy inenlcsted by the reosll of l>ip]el^ aod tl» 
oft m -maiida whioh they bad reoeiTsd to abetain frton all 
operatianB of hawd tfll the arrinl of the faroes Thieh 
they expected from Enropo, determined, when they aaw 
the FrtgliBh so laigB^ at wtiric, and thedr small fonw eepe. 
rated to such a distanoe as linirrily and Helon, to STail 
of an opportunity which good fUrUiue seemed 
to present. Ibey took the fidd on the 8th of Aprfl Isit 
to oorer their deeigits, with only a small number of troops 
»ntF for on objeoi of "iFnnr tmpoztanoe. By farced marohea 
they appeared before EUsranasore on the lOth, a fort 
possessed by a ddef who had hitherto reftiasd to soinow- 
ledge elthor the Fn glish or the French Nsboh. In a s aDy 
in wiuflh he thrsw the French army into groat Jeopardy 
he reoeiTed a mortal wound, of whioh be died in a iisM 
days, «TifF garriaon, «^nnng the eracnated the 
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•^ort. Tlie J’rench, after this "acquisition, marcheS in thalBDOK. IV. 
direction leading to the 'territory of some polygars ^'with chap tv 

Tvhom they had disputes ^ und Captam CaUiaud received a 

letter from the Jiladras Presidency, on the very day on 
which he a'ttempted to surprise Madura, that from-thedate 
Tn-telhgence Teceived of the jnotions of the French, no 
design on ■Eheir part -was apprehended i^amst Tnchino- 
poly * The season for the arrival of the English troops 
from Bengal was elapsed ; and it was jmpossible now that 
any should iretum hefore September lie French, there- 
fore, suddenly harrmg -their garrisons , leaving m Fondi- 
cheny itself none hut mvalids , and enrolling the European 
inhahi-tants to man the walls, despatched every soldier to 
the field , and the army took post before Tnchmopoly on 
■the 14th of May The gamson, deprived of the troops 
which had marched to Madura, were insufidcient to guard 
the walls ; and they had 500 French prisoners m the fort 
Calhaud received intelhgence before Madura of the rmmi- 
nent danger of Tnchmopoly, at three o’clock m the after- 
noon of the 21st , at six he was on his march , on the 
55th, at day-break, he halted. nmeteen miles from Tnchino- 
.poly An army five times as great as bis watched his 
approach, and guarded every avenue by which it was sup- 
posed ho could enter the fort. On one side of the town 
was a large plam, about seven .miles m extent, consisting 
of nce-fields covered with water, which the French deemed 
impassable, CaUiaud contmued his march, as if he m- 
tended to enter by one of the ordmary inlets, till mght , 
when he suddenly took another direction, and amved at 
the maxgm of the nce-fields about ten o’clock The fatigue 
of marching through the nce-fields up to the knees m 
mud, after forced marches of several days, -was excessive 
At day-break, however, the mam body of the de-taohment 
reached the fort, and were received with that ardent wel- ^ 
come by its inmates, Which the greatness of the danger, 
and the exertions which the detachment had made to 
save it, naturally inspired. The French commander, 
astonidied at the uews of their entrance, and now despair- 
ing of success, marched aw^ for Fondicheny the following 
day 2 

1 Cam'bridge, p 140 

Orme, il 197 — 217, Camlirldge’s War inJndla, pp 137—153, WnVn * His- 
torical Stetches of the Boath of j&idla,pp 392, 393 
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EISTOBT OP DOITISH ETDIA. 


BOOK IT IntaHIgBiioo of tbe march of the Pranoh tgaintt Tridih 
oaiT XT nopolj arui of the ropuJeo* BOBtafaied bj their cnrn tnxpa, 
' in the two usaulta npon Ifednr* and Nakrre, reeled Uw 

fteiidati^ of lladr*a at nearly the Bftmo time. They re- 
called immediately the detaohmant from Nelore aant as 
many troops aa posaible into the field az^l were xmoertain 
whether to relieve Tnohlnopoly they sboold reoaH the 
Pranoh to the defenoe of their own aettlemante, or march 
to attack them before the place when the welcome neve 
arrired of the fact and oootteqnenoes of Chlliaad’a reitun. 
7b ponen and gtnisao the forts which were aoattered 
orer the ootmtry and which, by oommaodicg the ad^eoeot 
dlatriots, afford^ the onfy ohaooe of rerenne, waa a prin- 
oipel object of desire to both ooctending partieB. Seroal 
traoMotioaB took place ahont iiua tinu^ relating to places 
of minor importance j btit Wsndewaah waa a fartn«a to 
the redaotioD of which peoahar valne waa attached. The 
GoTarcoT of Wandcwieh had pud no rerenne smoe 17dS 
he had perpeiitally fitroiirad the Prenoh, who fitnn that 
etatum bad been eoahled to make incmidasB izrto ere r y 
pari of the prorinoB H not only afforded a large reraane, 
It waa also a bamer toibe aarrcicniding diatnoU. In hopes 
that it might be taken befi»re the French army oo^ 
amre from Tnohlnopoly to its rehed^ the Pogfish oom- 
TMTidwT sent to the aUaok waa ordered to jmth hia opera- 
tloni with the greateai ngoar He got poaeeeeum of the 
town, which waa oontlgaotia to the fort, after a alight 
recdstanoQ. The Frenob, howerar were now haatening to 
Ita relief and Oolooel Aldarcron, whose march had not 
displayed any wooderfol despatch^ ihcroght it prodcnt to 
renonnoe the enterpriae before they amred. At hia de- 
pcrtnre he set fira to the defcmrsleM town thoogh no 
(rlrr^rrft^p f* jg alleged to jnatlfy an act ao omel 
to the innnnmt IsliabJtaDta. 

The “Rn gHah Presidaioy to whom the Nabobahlp of 
Aroot oanthmed as yet bot little prodoctive^ wore atitH- 
wniwt in their treasury Anaioui therefore to dimint i h 
they gave dlrwtioDa, upon hearizig that the amy 
ti«(i rifired from Wandewiah, for ita proceeding Imme- 
diately to the PresldeDqy Unhappily the enemy were in 
the field, of which they were thoa 1^ entirely the zomtOTj 
sad they performed a aoocearfil inomiiaii as far as Oesve- 
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veram, "vrliere they burned the town, to revenge the out- BOOK IV 
rage committed upon Wandewash. The Presidency, now chap, rv 

aware of their blunder, ordered back the army into the 

field The two aimies were nearly equal The English 
offered battle , but the French kept withm their mtiench- 
ments The English, after remainmg in their presence 
for some weeks, retired again at the end of July, and 
marched to the several stations from which they had been 
drawn The French were no sooner masters of the field, 
than they renewed their incursions, collected the revenues, 
and levied contributions m several districts 

A pressure was now sustained of another descnption. 

The Mahratta general Balajee Row had paid a visit of ex- 
action to the kmgdom of Mysore the precedmg season, 
and, upon marching back to his own country, befoie the 
period of the rams, left an officer with a large detachment, 
who, after takmg several mtervening forts, made himself 
master of one of the passes into the Carnatic, about sixty 
miles north-west from the city of Arcot, and sent a pe- 
remptory demand of the chout for the whole nabobship 
The city of Arcot was thrown mto the utmost alarm the 
Nabob dreaded the mcursion of Mahiatta parties mto the 
very town , and accepted the mvitation of the English to 
send his family to Madras The klahrattas pretended that 
the chout had been settled by Nizam al Mulk, at 600,000 
rupees a year, two thirds for the Carnatic, and one for 
Tnchmopoly and the southern dependencies Of this they 
asserted that six years were due, and presented their 
demand, m the whole, at 4,000,000 of rupees The Nabob, 
who knew the weakness of his physical, if not of his mtel- 
lectual lesources, was glad to negotiate After much dis- 
cussion, the Mahratta agent consented to accept of 200,000 
rupees, m ready money, and the Nabob’s draughts upon 
the governors of forts and polygars for 250,000 more To 
these terms the Nabob agreed , but he required that the 
money should be found by the Enghsh, and should be 
fiirmshed out of the revenues which he had assigned to 
them for the expenses of the war At this time the 
Enghsh might have obtamed important assistance agamst 
the Mahrattas. Moran Row, and the Patan Nabobs of 
Eavanore, Canoul, Candanore, and Cudapa, who, smce the 
assassmation of Nazir Jung, had maintamed a sort of 
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300K IV independenoe^ offared aTImnait. But ihe 

CMTIT could 0paro JK) troops, Md WH» u timch flftiid to limit 
" ~ ■ uadi tfliaB unto the prormoe u the HehniUi theaudrWL 

AAcr ts tQoeh dalej cod sruiciii a thej 

iTidnced, notwHhstszkdhig the deogor of the jsecedeu^ in 
Ims of gmtccr erOe, to oosnply with the 

I>aniig all thia period, the attention of the Preddency of 
Hadiu may be oomidered as riueSy dirided between two 
objeote the Freooh on the fVrn»i~inj and the Polyjta of 
U&dura and Timrel^ 'When irae oblig^ to 

znaroh from iladnra ior the of TrioMnopofy he 

left about dx^ FuropeeiM, and npwarde of 1000 
who were not InactiTe and, ae aoon aa be wu oanTini^ 
that no farther danger was to be apprehended from the 
french, he decpatohed a itanforceme^ frton Triehinopolj 
Xn oompUanoe with the reonmmendation of the freddmoy 
tibniwlf, with aa great a portum of the troop* 
from Triehltkjpoly as it was safe to withdraw marched on 
the idth of Jane, and amred at lladam on the Slrd of 
Joly Hsrlog effected a 'hreaah on the 10th, he resolred 
to storm. He was repolsed with great km For 
dt^ the opanhoiis of the besiegen wore retarded by tho 
■ifATva of their leader The admiaaion of n^iphe* into 
the town was now bowerac, cut off snd the negotiaiioDe 
for its auueuder were renewed. After soiaB time wi* 
spent in bargaining abont the price, on the 6th 

of August, on paymeiit of ITO^XW rupee*, was reoaiTod 
into thetowzL 

On the 6th of September * Freooh Sect of iwelre ahips 
aruhored in PandidiaBy road but^ after landlpg aboat a 
thonaand man, it again set sail for Hstnitin^ This was 
itot the armament wtiGh the guiaiinnent of Pcndl- 

oherry expected and, till the artlTal of which, all cpor*' 
idons of loagnltade weretobe dderred. The an^ how 
erei^ which bad been eoonr in gths ommtrj was stin in it* 
<wdp at Wandewash. It was now stron^y remTarced by 

tho troopexieTdy (cmrod and marched igalnet tho fort of 

Clhittape^ The Kabob, IJoham m ed Ali, bad a pewmBl 
i^uiTVw to thw Goremor of Ghitt^iet, and bad Jnfljsed into 
-the 'Rrt|HT«'h ausjdoimiB of h» frdcli^ whiah impodcnt^ 
jiiiniiushed ths-eflhct* aeceassiyfbchlssnppart. .Hefdl, 
frn4. .pn f>>» laa t frrtxtpltyj emd thas motlwr 
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place of considerable importance was gamed by tbe French 
From Chittapet they marched to Trincomalee, which was 
abandoned by the Governor and garnson, upon their ap- 
proach After this they divided themselves into several 
detachments, and before the 6th of November, when 
they were recalled, they had reduced eight forts m the 
neighbourhood of Chittapet, Tiancomalee, and Gingee, 
and established collectors m the dependent distncts 
On the news of the arrival of the French fleet, Captain 
Calliaud returned to Trichinopoly, with all the Europeans, 
and was soon after followed by the Sepoys, who, however, 
went back as soon as it appeared that Trichmopoly was not 
m danger The Mysoreans, who had been long expected 
to the assistance of the confederate Polygars, arrived in 
the month of November, took the fort of Sholavendeq, 
and plundei ed to the walls of Madura, under which they 
remamed for several days They allowed themselves, how- 
ever, to be attacked in a narrow pass, by the commander 
of the British Sepoys, and sufiered a severe defeat In the 
mean time Captain CaUiaud, under the safeguard of a 
passport from Pondicherry, repaired m person to the Pre- 
sidency, to represent the state of the southern dependen- 
cies, for the reduction of which so many useless efforts 
had been made, and declared his opimon that the settle- 
ment of the country could not be achieved, or a revenue 
drawn from it, without a greater force, or the removal of 
Maphuz Ehan It was agreed with the Nabob that an 
annual income, adequate to his mamtenance should j be 
offered to this his elder brother, piovided he would qmt 
the provmce and disband his troops Maphuz Kban, how- 
ever, would listen to no terms importmg less than the 
government of the whole coimtry, and the confederates 
contmued m formidable force 
Though aftei the recall of the French troops m Novem- 
ber, no army was m the field, the garrisons left m the 
several forts contmued to make mcursions one upon 
another, and mutually ravaged the unhappy country As 
these operations, “bemg always levelled at defenceless 
villages, earned,” says Mr Orme, “ the reproach of rob- 
bery, more than the reputation of war,” each side, too, 
losmg by them more than it gamed, the French officer at 
Wandewash proposed a conference, for the purpose of 
VOL in. L 


BOOK rv 

CHAP tv. 


1767 



146 mSTOEY OF BBITIflH TT-mrA, 

BOOK-IV ending this wretehed epecdea of muiuB md an. 
cnur nr officer -wu entlionxed to oooolada an agreement Hm 
goTemments of Uadraa and Pondioliorry ■were botli dotp 
1 ^ diapoaed to soapend tbeir efforts — the French, till the 
ainvml of the forces lahlch they Ixiaeted rrere to render 
them lireelatlble in the Ckrnatio^tlie Enghah, that they 
might husband their reeouroee fer the danger rrith which 
they were throataned. In situation they oootmued 
till the 98th of April, when a French squadron of trdTe 
soil amred in the road of Fort St David. 

Upon the breaking out of the war between Franco and 
Fjtgland in 1746, the French Tntnt^ try resolved to strike 
animportant blow m IndliL ^eOoozitdelAJly a member 
of oDo of those Irish which tzmnsported 

themseirea into France along with James ZL, was ap* 
pointed Oommandar-in-Chiaf of all the French force s in 
India. Ha had dtstingutshed himself in the battle of 
Fentmoy where he took several Engti«Vi afficers with his 
own end rooelved the rank of Colonel from the Fbig 
upon the field of battle it was he who piup oe ed the 
daring plan of kndmg inEogland with IC^OOO man, while 
the Ptinoe, Qhiries Edward, wu trying ^ fortune for a 
crown in another part of the iaknd and hie hatred 
of thaEngliah, and lus reputation for courage^ now pointed 
him out as the fittest person to crash the pretensions of 
nahem on the coast of Coromandel. He was aocom- 
pamed by his own rogfanent of Irish, 1080 strong by fifty 
of the royal artillery and a great number of officers of 
distlnotiaiL They left the port of Ereat on the 4th of 
May 1747 when a malignant femr raged in the town, of 
which they oarried the infiKticm along with them Ho 
fewer 300 p*fmnTM died in the fleet before they reached 

Bio Janeiro^ where they remained for two months, and 
*11^ departed with a reaidue of the rii- lmrs s on hoard, 
At Uanritius they wore Joined by a part of the shipa 
which >r*H landed the troops at PondaBherryin the pte* 
ceding year and, after a tedlooi voyig^ made the coast 
of Ooromaodol on the fiOth of April, 174& 

The oocrt of VerBaiDos antiflipated nothing but triumpte 
fr nr Q thW splendid trmament the presumpti®! of 
I*Dy wen assorted with that of his gufauuuent. It was 
fiy iyn latit down in insbuotiaDs of the mfnhl'^n, that 
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lie slould commence his operations "with the siege of Fort BOOK IV 
St David. For this purpose, before commumcating -with chap rv ' 

the land, he made the fleet anchor at the place of attack. 

He proceeded with two of the vessels to Pondicheny, 
where he arrived at flve m the afternoon and before the 
night closed he had 1000 Europeans, and as many Sepoys, 
on then march to Fort St David. In nuhtary operafaons, 
notwithstanding the importance of despatch, something 
more than despatch is necessary The troops marched 
ithout provisions, and with unskilful gmdes, who led 
them astray, and brought them to Fort St David at seven 
o’clock m the morning, worn out with hunger and fatigue.® 

This gave them a motive and an apology for commencmg 
a system of plunder and' insubordination, horn which they 
nould not easily be recalled. 

These troops had scarcely arrived at Fort St David, 
when the ships m the road descned the English fleet 
makmg way from the south Mr Pococke, with the ships 
of war from Bengal, had arrived at Madras on the 24th of 
February, on the 24th of the following month a squadion 
of five slnps from Bombay had arrived under Admiral 
Stevens , and on the 17th of Apnl, the whole sailed to the 
southward, looking ouk for the French Having in ten 
days worked as high to the windward as the head of 
Ceylon, they stood in agam for the coast, which they made, 
ofifNegapatnam, on the 28th, and proceeding along shore, 
discovered the French fleet, at nme the nert mormng, 
ridmg near Cuddalore The French immediately weighed, 
and bore down towards Pondicherry, throwing out signals 
to recall the two ships which had sailed with LaUy, and 
the Enghsh Admiral gave the signal for chase The sum- 
mons for the two ships not bemg answered, the French 

1 He htaself complains that little preparation ivas made to co-operate ivltli ’ 
him Among the proofs of carelessness, one was that ha was sainted with fire 
■discharges of cannon, loaded with hall, of which three pierced the ship through 
add through, and the two others damaged the rigging Hdmoire ponr Lnlly, 

L29 

3 Lally complaihs, and with good reason, of the deplorable Ignorance -of the 
French Governor and ConncH They could not tell him the amount of the 
English forces on the coast , nor whether Cuddalore was surrounded with a 
dry wan or a rampart nor whether there was any river to pass between 
Pondicherry and Fort St David He complains that he lost forty-eight hours 
at Cnddalore, because there was not a man at Pondicheny who could teU him 
that it was open on the sidb nori the sea, that he was unable to find twenty- 
four hours’ provisions at Pondicheny , and that the Governor, who promised 
to forward a portion to him on the road, broke his word-; whence the troops 
were two days without food, and some of them died Ibid 40, 41 
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BOOK IV fleet etood oat to le*, end formed the line of bettle. Ihe 
can- IT French oomietod of nine esil, the Br gtkTi cmly of wren, 
. beiUe wm fndeo Ulfre thslonof Afeirtnen, vriheome 

dtmigB to the ehipe, being only the n&alt. Both fle«U 
fefl coQcidenbly to leemrd danug tie >ni^ 

the Fre nch irero liz deys in wotking np to the ro*d of 
Pondicherry where the troope were Tally hlmeelf 

hid Knno diyi before proceeded to Fort 8L Birld 
■with the "whole force of Pondlobeny the troope from 
tie fleet were sent iftor hin\, le fist ii they oeme on 
shore. 

Tie lingltih were thrown into the greiteet iliim. 8o 
mooh wu the power of the enemy now soperlor to their 
own, thit they soiroely inUoipited my other result, thm 
their expulsion from the cotmtiy sod hid Dnpteix been 
stiB tbe guide ind oonduotor of the esemy^ i&in^ it is 
more than probihle that their most j^oomyipprehansicni 
would hire been reslixed. Hot only hid m orerwhelming 
iddlUon been nude to * faree, igiinat which they hid 
preriooly found it dtiffioalt to gvlnUm themaelres but 
in the meutlime. Bossy in the northean pirts of the Deo* 
am, hid obtilned the meet up porti nt idTtntigee, ind 
brought upon the Kn gHah the besriwt dnsiten. After 
the briHiint endott of 17M^ when he defended hlnaelf it 
Hydenbid igihist the irhole power of tbe Bohehdir, and 
impeaed hb own terms upon his enemies, he hid prt> 
oe^ed to the Korthem Omars, -whaTe his pr es enoe wms 
neoeoary to oolleai the rerenuss, and, by m sdjustzaent 
of the goramment, to proride for the ftiture regalirity of 
their piyiilent. He begin hli miroh on the 16th of iTo- 
rember of that year wHh 600 Eoropems md 4000 Bepoys 
leering only i detiohment to a t te nd to the person 
of tbe BubshdsE. In looompHahing his progress through 
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the country, he encountered no considerable resistance BOOK IV. 
The Polygai of Bobilee defended his fort to the last ex- chap ir 
tremity , and exhibited the customary spectacle of Hindu ■ ■■ ■ ■ • 
despei-ation, the fortress in flames, and the people in gar- 
risen butchered by their own hands But he was excited 
to this desperation by the command to exchange the 
government of his present for that of another district, on 
account of the annoyance he gave to a neighbounng c^ef, 
from whom Bussy had received a tram of important ser- 
vices When Bussy had nearly completed the arrangement 
which he intended to make, he received, about the 1st of 
Apiil, letters from Suraj-ad-dowla, mvitmg him, by the 
largest ofiers, to assist him m expelhng the English from 
Bengal Bussy waited on his northern frontier, ready to 
march through Onssa mto Bengal, as soon as he should 
receive satisfactory untelhgence , but, learmng the capture 
of Chandemagor, and the unbecdity of the Subahdar, he 
changed his purpose, and proceeded to the attack of the 
Engbsh estabhshments withm the Circars There were 
thiee factories, on three difierent branches of the Qoda- 
veiy, m a distnct remarkable for the excellence and 
cheapness of its cloths They were places of no strength, 
and surrendered on the first requisition Vizagapatam, 
however, was one of the places of greatest importance 
belonging to the Eughsh m India It was a fort, gar- 
risoned by 160 Europeans, and 300 Sepoys , but so inju- 
diciously constructed, that the attempt to defend it was 
unanimously determmed to be vam The van of Bussy’s 
army appeared before it on the 24th of June , and a 
capitulation was concluded , that all the Europeans, both 
mflitary and civil, should be regarded as prisoners, and aU 
the effects of the Company as pnze of war The Sepoys, 
and other natives, Bussy allowed to go where they pleased, 
he also promised to respect the property of mdividuals 
And he kept his word,” says lilr Orme, “with the utmost 
liberahty, resigning, without discussion, whatsoever pro- 
perty any one claimed as his own ” 

During these transactions, however, a great revolution 
was preparing m the army of Salabut Jung He had two 
younger brothers, whom Bussy, acquamted with the 
temper of Oriental governments, had advised the Su- 
bahdar to provide with establishments, and every indul- 



iw Hiffroar os bbitibe irdu 

BOOK 17 ganoe loimila to tbeir Ttck, but from •wtom ho ei- 
JT hortod him oweftillj to withhold thooo govonimeiit* tod 
places cf power whlidi, in tha hanflu of tho near njlstlona 
17W. of prinoft, wero the oanie of so many roTohitkiiBi In 
IndiiL Ihiaprodent 0011118 was poivafid tin the period of 
the alienatifin from. Boi^ of the mind of Sohehdar 
whan that prinon wia easily pannaded, by his designing 
ocmrtifia, to mrtine the poll^ wfaioh the sagaaty of 
Boa^ had ewtahliahed, eldest of the two brothers^ 
Basaahit was eppomtod Qovemor of the strong fori 
^Ttd oounfry of Adm>i ftjid Niiam the yonugest *t>d 
moat dangerotti, waa made OorerDor of Berai^ the most 
ex t eual TB pronnoe of Deooan, of which thellahrattos 
now pou e m asd the panatpalpart 
Towarda,*the end of the year 1757 while a body -of llih- 
Tsttaa ioBolted Annmgabad, i^oh waa then the reddenoe 
of the Bobahdar a nniiii^ nnder the nsoal .shape of 
eJamoor for pay was excited In hit anny The ntmoat. 
alarm waa a£Eeo^ by the Dewao, or .nutriaiar who took 
ahehai in a straeg fart The Snhahdar wlthont lee uiiru eiy 
was d rive n to dismay Nlsm AIJ, who had aoqiurtd eome 
repctatlon, sod intrigued saeoeHdbllj with the troops^ 
•offered to mterpoao end allay the tomnlt, pnmded the 
reqdsite powers, and among other things the great eeal of 
the Sabah, were eommhted to hJa hands the reqtuaition 
was obeyed and NIxam A>i, learing only the nxma of 
Bnbahdax to hts brother gruped the whole powers of the 
state. With an aSeotabon of iDdlfferenoehe oammitied 
tliH Kn^l to hia brother fiaasaloi Jang, bot under soffldent 
seoanty that it wonld be n»d agreeably to hia direotkca 
Bossy reoeiredintenigaDoe of the» eronta in tba,be- 
gmning of Jsnuaiy xmmedlal^y began his m a r ch with 
the whole of his army and by a road never trarellod 
before by Earopean troops, aniTed in twenty-mw dayi at 
A dIstanM by the perambolator of nearly 
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400 miles ^ Four sepaxate amues 176X8 encamped about BOOK. TP7 
"tbe city , that of Nizam All from Berar , that of the Subab, chap tv 

of wbich Nizapi Ali had now the command , that of Bas- — ;; 

salut Jung from Adorn-; and that of the Mahrattas com- 1'-°® 
manded by Balajee Bow The presence of Bussy, with 
his handful of Europeans, imposed respect upon them aU, 
and every eye -was fixed upon his movements His first 
care was to restore the authority of the Subahdar, whom 
the presence alone of the French detachment, which had 
vigilantly guarded his person, had probably saved from 
the assassination which generally forms the main mgre- 
dient of Indian revolutions. 

The two brothers at first assumed a high tone , and 
when obhged -to part with the seal, exhibited imusual 
marks of rage and indignation Bussy clearly saw that 
the safety of the Subahdar, and the existence of the pre- 
sent government, demanded the resumption of the power 
which had been mtrusted to Nizam Ah , but when the 
proposition of a large pension -was made to hun m heu Of 
his government, he had the ait to mterest his troops in 
his behalf and Bussy found it necessary to temporize 
To remove stiU further the umbrage which he found was 
-gainmg ground at the uncontrollable authority with which 
a stranger disposed of the powers of the Deccan, and of 
the sons of the great Nizam al Hulk, he re-committed the 
seal of state to Bassalut Jung, but tmder securities which 
precluded any improper use 

To pronde a permanent security for his pi edominating 
mfluenoe in the government of the Subah, there was 
wantmg, besides the distant provinces which? yielded him 
the necessary revenue, a place of strength near the seat 
of government, to render him mdependen-c of the sudden 
machinations of his enemies The celebrated fortress of 
Dowlatabad, both from locality and strength, -was admirably 
adapted to his views It was at present m possession of 
the prime mimster, the mortal foe of Bussy, the chief 
actor m the late commotions, and the assured mstrument 
of others m every hostile design By a sum of money, 

Bussy gained the Deputy Gbvemor to admit him secretly 
with his troops mto the fort and this m-valuable mstru- 

J Mr -00116 states the flays on report merely, tmt ve may presmne it this 
the -best iufonaatioE -ehich that careful historian could procure 
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IV meet of power wii geroed withont tlie loa of t ttho At 
cnAr IT tiia ntzaoet efforti, howvrar of tlio reoentment rf the 
“ ralnlstar wen aowtmand, Bowy n cund tho mmnM of 

1758. rondering hnn t pnaooor In tbs midit of tbs ounp of tbs 
SabebdAE, at tbs TSiy honr wbon bs bimnwTf mg rsodTsd 
Into tbs fbrt Bofriatabad. TbsseevsntaalanpedNimnAU 
into Bnbmfiaton ] and an aooommodation was effiMted, bj 
wfaiob bs agreed to direat biTnuiilf at bk gOremment of 
Bsrar and aoospt of Hjderabad in ha ctead. Wbeoi bf^ 
ing bis ocptci, to recetvs tbs complimants of tbo prlrcipa] 
peraooa, befors his dspartors for bis new goTSminent, ha 
wu waited npoo, amang others, bj Hjdor Jnng, tbs I>e< 
win of Basi7 Ibis pstsonage^ was tin acn of a OoTsmor 
of IXunlfpatam, who bad been friendly to tbs iVenob 
and bs hid attaobed hlmaelf to Boaj tirw his first 
arrinl at Oedoonda. Bosi^ was soon aware of bis talents, 
and disoorered the great benefit bs might dsHrs from 
tb<*Tfl. Hs beoams a grand and daxtsitma instmmsnt for 
gnriTsUfng ths plots and intngnss against which it was 
neosflsaiy for Bossy to be fawanUy on hts guard and a 
so ieaa oonsammats agmi In laying tbe trains which Isd 
to tbs aooomidabmffit of Boa^s dsaigna, To giro him 
tbs greater wsi^t with fals ecnxctrymsn, and mors com 
|dete aooees to tbs peraons and tbs minds of the people 
of cQnssqnance, he obtained for him titles of nc^dhty 
dlgnitlsB, and nohss and enabled him to bold bis Dnrbar 
like tbs greatsei ohisfiL Hs was known to hare been 
aotirely employed In the kte masterly tnumotiona of 
Bossy and an oocasicD was ohceen, on which a blow might 
be atrook, both at hu life, and that of Salabot Jong A 
day was appointed by the Sobabdar Ibr poymg bis doro- 
tions at tiw tombof bis fisthsr distant shoot twenty mBa 
from Aorongabad and on ths aeoand day of bis ahsenoe, 
Niaam Ali bis ooort. Hjdsr Jong was reoeired with 
marked respect but, on eomo preteit, detained behind 
the root of the sMembly and snaaiainat^ Tbs firat eare 
of BoMy upon this new emergeiwy was to strengthen 
the slender escort of Sslabat Jung. The next was to 
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secure tlie person of the late minister , ‘ of whose share BOOK IV, 
in the present perfidy he had no doubt, and whom he had chap iv 
hitherto allowed to remam under a slight restramt m the — ^ 
camp. That veteran mtnguer, concluding that his life 
was in danger, excited his attendants to resist, and was 
slam m the scuffle Struck with dismay, upon the news 
of this unexpected result, Nizam Ah abandoned the camp 
in the night, takmg with him his select cavalry alone , and 
pursued his flight towards Boorhanpore, about 160 miles 
north from Aurungahad, with aU the speed which the 
horses could endure Thus was Bussy delivered from his 
two most formidable enemies, by the very stroke which 
they had aimed agamst him , and m this state of uncon- 
trollable power m the wide-extended government of the 
Deccan, was he placed, when the arrival of Lally produced 
an extraordmary change m his views , and ensured a new 
tram of events m the Subah 

The character of that new Governor was ill adapted to 
the circumstances m which he was appomted to act 
Ardent and impetuous, by the onginal structure of his 
mind, his eaily success and distmction had rendered him 
vam and presumptuous 

With natural talents of considerable force, his know- 
ledge was scanty and superficial Havmg never ex- 
perienced difficulties, he never anticipated any Por him 
it was enough to wiU the end , the means obtamed an 
inferior portion of his regard Acquamted thoroughly 
with the technical part of the mihtary profession, but 
acquamted with nothmg else, he was totally unable to 
apply its pnnciples m a new situation of things Unac- 
quamted with the character and manners of the people 
among whom he was called upon to act , he was too ig- 
noiant of the theory of war to know, that on the manage- 

1 According to the Jlazlr al Omra, ■whence tlie hlography of Shahnawaz 
Khan la derived, he ■was alreadj in confinement throngh the treachery of 
Hyder Jnng, -who ■was plotting, it la asserted, the arrest of Nizam All, -when 
he paid that prince the ■visit in the course of vrhich he ■was mnrdered Upon 
the death of H)der Jnng, the prince mounted his horse and fled, and in the 
alarm ■which these occurrences excited amongst the French, some of Bessy’s 
attendants hastened to the place where the minister was confined, and kfUed 
him, along ■with his youngest son, and another of Salabnt dungy’s chief 
officers, Tamln-ad-dowlah The natl\ e historian Is, no doubt, misled by his 
prejudices, in asenbing to the French commandant any share, however in- 
direct, in the assassination of the dewan , but had Clive been unplicated in any 
almUar transaction, it is very probable that the English historian would have 
given a verj different account of it — ^W 
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BObK IV Tnent of hfi fniaHectial anfl monl mitrnmentB, tie 
tfUf TT BQcoeu of tie goneril malnl j depend*. 

He beginbj what ho conoaived * TOjJnitifiilile art of 

1758. dtiorriy j bit wiioh -waa in TB*i^ a craol Tioktkm of 
the antoma, the reUglaa, and^ in troth, the Jiyl Trg l i t j 
of the natiToa. A* them iraa not at Pandlcha^ of the 
'penoca of the lover castea,i^o are eroployed m the aer 
Tile ooctipatiQCB of the camp, a nnmber to 

aniwor the nnpatienoe of iL laDy in farwaxding the 
troop# to Fort 8t.I)aTld,he ordered the natire inhaUtBirta 
of the town to bo preeaed, and emploTod, vithoot dli- 
tznohon of carte, m oanTing bnrdoa, cir? performing 
■whatever laboor mi^it be roqmrod. The con 

aternafaon erected anch an art, vaa gieatar than if he 
had eet ftre to the iovn botohored eTeTj TT^m 'whom 
it oontamed. The ooneequenee waa, tliat the natire# ware 
afraid to trort themseira# in hia power and he thna 
enanred a dedeumoj of attendanta.^ 

The feeble buUooks of the cc r n ntr^ ' and the amallne## 
of the nmnber vhioh tb* Gotbukf OonneD of Pond^ 
ohenyvere ahletovopply hot ill aeoardad with I^UVs 
^e#a of a wnflidimcy of draught cuttle. The rtrj de- 
pmeed etate of the txeaaor^ preolnded the poeaihiht;^ cf 
ftffaTdtng other ftrtlttiwij the want cf whlnh hoa nnpatranoo 
rendared a pllirtg <H—p p mntmfnT l^ He rented hi# aneao* 
neca in reproaohe# and complaints. He bad earned oat in 
Mb mind one of theae wide and eweeping coodaihuu^ 
whloh men of little experunee and dkerinunBtion are apt 
to form that hi# o uuutf^ m an In Tndf* irore cmiT ei aally 
Tognea. And to this ■antunent, that igsaraooe and aviditT’ 
at wMoh Teoalled Ihqileiz, were well calcolated to 
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conduct Inm. The Directors had told him. in *their in-- BOOK TV 
structions , “As the troubles in India have been the «3 hap iv 
source of fortunes, rapid and vast, to a great numbei of * 

individuals, the same system always reigns at Pondicherry, ^ 
where those who have not yet made their foitune hope to 
make it by the same means , and those who have already 
dissipated it hope to make xt a second time The Sieur de 
Daily will have an arduous task to eradicate that spint of 
cupidity , but it would be one of the most important ser- 
vices which he could render to the Company” ^ Eveiy 
want, therefore, which he experienced, every delay which 
^ occurred, he ascribed to the dishonesty and misconduct of 
the persons employed , = and had so httle prudence as 
mcessantly to declare those opimons in the most pomted 
and offensive terms which his language could supply 
These proceedmgs rendered him m a short time odious to 
every class of men m the colony , precluded all cordial co- 
operation, and ensured him every species of iIl-o£5cewhidi 
xt was safe to render The ammosity at last between him 
and his countrymen became rancour and rage.; and the 
possibihty of a tolerable management of the common 
concerns was utterly destroyed 

On the 1st of 2dey, Daily himself arrived at Port St. 

David , and when jomed by the troops from the ships, 
and those whom he had drawn from the forts m the 'Car- 
natic, he had, accordmg to Mr Orme, S500 Europeans, 
exclusive of ofifcars, and about the same number of Se- 
pioys, assembled for thoiattack. The garrison consisted of 
1600 natives, and 619 Emopeans, of whom eighty-three 
were sick or lufirm, and 250 were seamen.® The place 


• Jldm po-arXally, p 21 Intheirletterofthe20tliMarcli, 1759, ■they say, 
“ Tons ■vtindrez blcn prendre en conslddnitlon I’admmistrabon dea affaires de 
la Compagnis, et Torino det abus sant mmbre qne nous y rojons Un des- 
potisme absdlu nous parolt la promlhre chose h corriger ’ — ^They add, “ Nous 
trouvons mr tout des preuves do la prodigality la plus ontrde, et du plus grand 
ddsordre ” 

’ There Is no donht at all, -that the neglect of all preparation, to enable him 
to act •nith promptitude, though they had been expecting him at Pondicherry 
for eight months, ttbs extreme, and to the last degree culpable There ivas a 
total Tvant of talent at this time at.f’ondicheny., a -weak Imagination that the 
expected armament ttbs to do everything, and that those 'who ivere there 
before had.no occasion to do anything, othenvise, tnth the great snperlorify 
of force they had enjoyed since the arrival of the 1000 Europeans, In the be- 
ginning of^ptembCT, they mighthave performed actions of no trifling Import- 
ance, and have at least-prepared some of thennoney and otherthlngs requisite 
for the operations of lAly 

3 Ormo Lolly (IdiSm p 42) says, “Jl y avolt dans le Port de Saint David 
sept cent Europeens, et environ deux mflle Clpayes Les troupes du Comte de 
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mSTOBT OF BBITISH INDIA. 

BOOK IT li#ld out tm tbo lit of Jane, w^en, luiTing Tteuij copended 
<*ur rr its ammtmition, It yielded on oepitul&tlcin. It vw er 
■ pected to hare nude » better defanoe ; arid tlte Tj>gik>i 

1 hlftoritni h*To not *p*i«d the condaot of the oonmand- 
in^ offioer. He had oonrage and apirii In anffloleDt abai>- 
danoe but waa not rety riot in mental rewnroee, or Yery 
aconrate la asoertaimng the ooodoolTenen of ha meaoa. 
In oonaeqaenoe of inatnotiaQa hronght from Fianoe, lally 
tmmediatelj iasoed orden for taaiDg the fortlfioations to 
the gnmod. Aa eoon aa the fort capJtolated, lie ■ent a 
deteohment against Derl-Cotah, vhi^ the gartiaoo im* 
mediately aba^oned and on the 7th of Jane, be re* 
tnmed with the anny in triumph, and long Tt Ikvm at 
HtmdiohCTTT 

in fall expectation that the next opeiatioo 
of lolly wQold be the ai^ of hladiaa, had called in the 
tro opa from aQ the forte in the interior except TViohl- 
Qopoly; aM had ersn debated whether they abould not 
abasdin that <sty itself. All the troops from TlnlraUy 
and lladnra weare ordared to r e tor n to TricidB0pc4y tad, 
together with the gaslaccw to bold thomselrwi in reeidinea 
for any emergeooy 

The great porotiy howerer of the Freoch exchequer, 
and the inability created or greatly enhanoed by the an> 
popular pi o o ee d iDgi of luUy of sopplying its dtJlfliendes 
by credit, cramps his openticiiie, and sharpened the 
a^wntiee of his temper He had written from Fort 8t. 
Darid to tbe OoTeroor of Pondioberry in the faUowing 
terme *1^18 letter wbell be sn eternal secret between 
ycfo. Sir and me, if you afibrd me the meone of acoom- 
phwhtng my entevpeisei. 1 la/t yon 20QOOO Hrres of my 
own moo^ to aid you In prondmg tbe funds whiA It 
teqaiTM. I found not, npon my arriTtl, In jour purse, 
and in that of your whole oounoU, tbe reacairoe of lOO 
p«ice. Too, aa wdl as they baTe rrfosed me the snpport 
of your credit Tot I Imagine you are all of you more 
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PLANS OF LALLY. 


indebted to the Company than 1 am If you contmue to BOOK IV. 
leave me m want of everything, and exposed to contend chat. iv. 
■with mnversal disaffection, not only shall I inform the . 

King and the Company of the -warm zeal -which their 
servants here display for their interest, but I shall take 
effectual measures for not dependmg, during the short 
stay I -wish to make in this country, on the party spirit 
and the personal views -with which I perceive that every 
member appears occupied, to the 'total hazard of the Com- 
pany” ' 

Despairing of funds from any other source, he resolved 
to devote to this object the next operations of the war= 

He at the same time recalled Bussy, agamst whose cha- 
racter he fostered the strongest prejudices, and the im- 
portance of whose transactions under the Subahdar he 
trea'ted as mterested pretence and imposture 

Two plans present^ themselves for the supply' of his 
wants. All the western and northern districts of the 
Nabobship, evacuated by the Enghsb, lay open -to his m- 
cursions, and m the rents which might be collected offered 
a certain, resource But the collection of rents was a 
tedious operation, and the expected produce a scanty 
supply The Emg of Tanjore, when pressed in 1751 by 
Chunda Saheb and -the French, had, among his other 
efforts to procrastmate and evade, given his bond, which 
still remamed at Pondicherry, for 6,600,000 rupees This 
sum, could it only be extorted from him, was a large and 
present resource , and m Fort St Da-vid, as a prisoner, had 
been found the pretender to the throne of Tanjore, who 


1 M^moire, ut supra, Plfeces Justlficatlves, p 30 Pe Leyrit defended him- 
self by asserting the 'uant of means “ Je vons rendral compte," says he, “ do 
ma conduite, et de la dlsette de fends dans laqueUe onm’a laissd depnis dens 
ans, et jo compte vons falre voir qne j’ai fait h tons €gard8 pins qn’on no 
devoit attendre de mol lies ressourcea sont attjonrd’hnl dpnls^s, et nous n'en 
avons pins h artendre qne d'nn snccfes Oh on tronverols-je de snfflsantes dana 
nn pays mind par qninze ans de guerre, pour fonmir anx ddpenses considd- 
rables de votre armde et nnibesoinsd’nnoescadre,parlaqnellenons attendlons 
bien des esphccs de scconrs, et qnl se tronve nn contraire denude de tout ? '* 
Ibid. No 20 Lett dn Sienr De Leyrit an Comte de Lally, 24th May 17M 
Lally, however, asserts that he hid received two millions of livres bv the 
arrival of the fleet Mdm p 49 ^ 

^ This at least is the account of the English historians Lally himself says, 
that it was his own design to proceed directly from Fort St David to Madras 
but the commander of the fleet absolutely refused to co-operate with him ’ 
would go upon a cruize to the south, for the purpose of intercepting snch 
vessels as might arrive from England , and carried with him the detachment 
which Lally had put on board to prevail upon him to trust himself again at 
sea nftet the first engagement. Mdm p 57 
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BOOK rr nrigHt DOW bo emfJoyed ta tn instnmwDt to ftigbtaii the 
Qsir ir Bajab into oompli&aoe. Tho expoditlcm igainst Tanjoro 
■ was aooordin^ imdertaken and on tbo 18ti. of Juno 

ZaUj" toot'tlu) 

From tho terrar of tbo natlros, tbe alicDsticai of tbe 
Enropeana, and the mot of monej the equipment of tho 
ezpedituni, in Attendante, draught oaitle, and omn prori- 
aocB waa m the highest degree d ef eo ti Te 

In seyen da^ the am^ azrirtd at CUcal, not mthout 
BTLSermg, at thia earij stage, both from fidigoe azul from 
hunger At tht« place ladlj waa met bj a massoiger 
from the King, irho vu darirooa to treat. liiSj under* 
stood, that Bome of hia predecenors had been doped into 
Impolitia delaj bjthe artfol negocdaticina of the King of 
Tanjore. He resolved to diapla j Boperior wisdam, bj- a 
conduct dirocUj’ the rorerae. He pfooeeded to Ntgorf^ a 
town aoooanted dob, about four mike to the ztorth of 
Negapatnsm but the msiubaiito had ttme to remove thdr 
moat Tiiuftble effaota, and the acqidalUaa yiaJded onfy s 
tada On the Sdth he amred at Kiveloor the seat of a 
oelehrated Bsgoda, vhioh eoeiam exaggeration represented 
as oontainlng aDarmous nohee, the aocumnlated ofhrings 
of the pietj- of ages had It been plondared b^' a Hobaz^ 
medao ocmqneror and the tiuaaotnni recorded bj a For 
irf*n hiatofi^ be would have deeorfbed hie hero as bearing 
away in hie fortunate <^ia 0 ot^ amotmtaln of gold. Under 
the vulgar pereoafitoo, lAlly ransacked, and srun dng the 
houses dragged the tanka, and took away the idola hut 
IB3 treasures w e re found, and the idols, instead of gold 
were only of brass, ffixunliappj Brahmens Inhered abont 
the oamp, in hopes, it Is probable, of reoOTertog aome cf 
their bdoved dfrmitiea Tho snspicloni of Islly took 
tfiirm for spies his vioioue sod predpiistion took his 
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suspicions for realities , and lie oidered the six Bi-ahmens BOOK IV. 
to be treated as the Europeans are accustomed to tieat the chap it 

natives convicted as spies , that is, to be shot away from 

the muzzles of the guns The Kang’s aimy took the fi6ld , 
and after a shght show of resistance, retreated to the 
capital, near “Which Lally arrived on the 18th of July 
Conferences ensued The Kang offered a sum of money, 
but greatly inferior to what was required Lally offered to 
abate m his pecuniary demand, provided he were furnished 
with 600 bullocks, and a supply of gunpowdeif His 
agents were more prudent than Inmself, and suppressed 
the article of gunpowder, the deficiency of which, if known 
to the King, was not hkely to improve his disposition to 
comphance , and the bullocks, the King observed, that his 
rehgion did not peinnt him to grant The cannonade and 
bombardment began After a few“days, the Kin g lenewed 
his efforts foi an accommodation. The obhquities of 
Eastern negotiation wore out the temper of Lally, and he 
threatened to carry the Kang and all his family slaves to 
Mauritius This outrage produced in the Hmdu a final 
resolution to defend hmself to the last extremity He 
had early, among his apphcations for assistance^ unploied 
the co-operation of the Enghsh , and Captam Calhaud at 
Tnchinopoly was commissioned to make all those efforts 
in his favour which his own security imght appeal to 
allow That officer sent to him without delay a small 
detachment, which might feed his hopes of a more efficient 
support, and afford him no apology for makmg his peace 
with the French. But he was afiraid to mtrust him with 
any considerable portion of his troOps, fully aware that the 
French might at any time make with him an accommoda- 
tion, and receive his assistance to destroy the very men 
who had come to protect him Upon this last occurrence 
GaUiaud inferred that the time for accommodation was 
elapsedj and sent an additional detachment Lally con- 
tmued his operations, and on the 7th of August effected a 
breach 

At this time, however, only 160 charges of powder for 
the cannon, not twenty cartouches a man for the troops, 
and not provisions for two days, remamed m the camp 

3 Tills Is the statement of Orme (11 27) That of Hally Is, “qu'U no restoit 
an pare d’artillerle quo trois mllllers de pondre pour lea canons, et ylngt coups 



160 


mSTORT OF BRITISH INDIA- 

BOOK IV He next mofning intelligeiice wis reoeirad tint tHe Eng- 
OOP IT Inh fleet, ifter a freeh engigoment frith the French, h»d 
— — anchored before Oarical, fifim which alooo the French 

17S8* timy ooold derive ita tappUea. Xjallj ranmoned a oooikiH 
of war Out of thirteen ofhoen, two, the Court (TEetalgn, 
and M. Sanbinet, admed an munediate aaaaolt, <vmip<WtT>g 
the anocoeg aa oartain, and the landing of the V-ngHMh at 
Canoal, whOe the French fleet kept the eca, aa highly 
improbable. It waa determined, in oonfcmultj with tlm 
opinion of the other eleven, to ralee the alego. Tnb^TH 
genoe of thle reaalntion of the eoemj and ^ the negli- 
genes and oeooritfbi which thej encamped, eooocznged 
the Tanjorinaa to attempt a anrpiiae; which b rong ht 
lell/ and hla army into imminent danger After a 
dlnstrooa march, in which the^ anffcaod eeverelj from 
the enemy from flitlgae^and from fumne, they arrived 
on the iflth at Oarloal, a^ mw the .Knglteh fleet at anchor 
off the mouth of the river 

After the flat of the naval angagenunte, the EngUA 
fleet, before they could anchcr were earned a league to 
the north of Sadraa i the Freooh, which had nfler^ lees 
In the rigging and aailed better anchored flfUen milea to 
the windward. The RngHiih, aa eooD as pcoahle, weighed 
end after a frutUons ondeaTour to reach Fort fit. 
David, d ia o oy ered the French fleet on the S8th of Hay in 
the road of PoDdloheny He next day the French, at 
the remonatraDoe of I^y who aent on board a con- 
siderable body of boon, got under »il ; but instead of 
bearing down oc the RngUah, unable to advance against 
the wind, proceeded to Fort Bt David, where they arrived 
cm the eroilng after the soirender He Knglhh aalZlng 
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BOOK IT D’Sstaign offered to toconipaoy od ^c*rd, nitli my 
csir IT proportion of tiia troopa. Lolly UmKilf mored with the 
' mmy from Carical oo tho 24tli of Aagnst, haring 

^ ^ 1 * 8 ^ tKe Coleroon, hnmod on with a gmull dotaohment 

to Pondlcheny where ho arnred on the i^th. He hnine- 
diatoly cammeoed a mixed otxinol] of the cdminirtretion 
and the anny who joined in a fresh axpoatolatlon to the 
Admiral on the necesai^ of lopairing to Madrae, where 
the anooeas of an attach most aHogeth^ depend upon the 
union of the naval and mlhtary operetiema. That com* 
Tn antler reproeenting hie stupa as in a state of the greatest 
disablement, and hie ordwa extirmely enfeebled md d> 
znimahed by disease, would yield to no persnasioQ, and 
set BaQ with his whole fleet for hlanritios on the 2nd of 
September* 

If we trust to the deolaiailoo of laBy his intentfon of 
beoeging Uadraa, etOi more his hopes of tahing were 

abaodoned from that boor Before the fleet depart^ an 
expedition agaitert Aroot, with a view to reHere the oniel 
pre awuw of those peoooiaiy wants whioh the disastrons 
xesnh of the expeditaon to Ihsjore had only angmeorted, 
wu projected and prepared. Aroot, the cepdt^ of the 
Camatlo, had been 1^ under the goremment of one of the 
principal offloers of Uohammed AJi, the Hn g lish Nabob, 
with a body of Sepoya and native cavalry With 

this offioer Kajah Sabeb^ (the eldest bod of the late 
•Oumda Saheh,) decorated by the French with the 
title of Nabob, had opened a oorrMpoodenoe and a treaty 
was oondudad, acoonllng to which the Oovornor was to 
deliver up the place, to reoeive as a reward 13,000 mpees, 
and to be along with his troops, mto the pay and 

eenrioe of laHy As aoilliaiy measures, the pruviooa pos* 
eessian of the seoandary forts of Triratore, Tnnoomalee, 
Carangoly ■Ttd Hmery was deemed expedienh lally di- 
vided his army Into foor part% to two of which the forts 
of Carangoly and UmeTy •arrendsred witbcpot reaifftanoe 
Trivatoreand THnoomalee were taienby aseanlh Onths 
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mSTOHY OF BRITISH INDIA 

BOOK IV D'EsUfgn oflarod to Moompanj him on ^o*rd, with inj 
oiAT IT proportion of tho Iroopc LoHj hlnuelf mored with tha 
■ ^ “ ■ annj from Canctl on tha 24th of Angnst, •ml, having 
^ ^ paaid the Ooleroon, horned on with t daUchment 
to Pondlcheny where he amred on the 2«th. Ea imme- 
dUtelf Kunmoned a mlied coonoil of the adminirtration 
and the armj who Joined In a fresh e^watolation to the 
Admiral on the necead^ of repairing to Uadru, where 
the raocees of an attaiA moat altogether depend upon tha 
union of the nanl and mllrtary operationa. That oom- 
mandar repraaontiag hia ships as in aetata c/ the greatest 
dlaablement, aod his cndwa e x tr em ely enfeebled and dl- 
zamlahed by dlaaoee, woold jidd to no persnasion, and 
set sail with his whole fleet for Manritios on the gnd of 
September’ 

If we tmst to the deolaration of XaBy, his intentian of 
beaiegiog lladras, still more his hopee of iaUng It, were 
abandoned from that hoar Ba/ore the fleet depart^ an 
expedition against Aioot) with a tlrw to reheTe the crtwl 
preotue of those peeaniaiy wentB which the disastrooi 
result of the expedition to Tanjore had only angmented^ 
was projeeted and prepared. Aroot, the c^tal of the 
Caxnatio, had been left under tbe gortanment ^ one of the 
principal oSoen of hlohammed Ah, the Fngjlah Nabob, 
with a wnal! bodr of Sepoys and d^t© oaralry With 
thM nflinar Halah Ssheb, (the eldeei Son of the late 
Ohunda Saheh,) now decorated by the French with the 
-title of Naboby had opened a ocorespoodenoe and a tree^ 
was conolnded, acoordiog to which the OoTemor was to 
delirer op the jilaoe, to rooolTe as a reward 13,000 rnpees, 
and to bo taken, along with his troopo, into the pay and 
aerrloeoflaDy As auxiliary measoree, the previous pos- 
session of the aeoandsry forts of Triratore, Trincomiles, 
Ckrangoly and Emory was deemed expedient, l^y dl- 
Tided his army into four partly I® ^ which the forts 
of Ckrangoly and Emery amreodered without resistsnce j 
Triratore ai^ Trinoomalee were taken by assanlt. On the 
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niSTOBT OP BEmsH INDIA* 


BOO£ IT vtnild bo »blo to zotka, tbftt ho conld jwntfl iqrm 1*11^ 
our rr to tend him baot, and with aagmented foroo, to hi* Imporw 
“ tint etatioii. JHaTing on Ida march, been Jofned bj Itirm- 
din, tho GoTenior of If— who with hi* troop* w»« 
also mailed, ha left the nurch to bo cooctnoted bj Uoi*- 
dzi, and UDdar a eafegoard gimntad hbn frcm tradAji, b**- 
tei^ to the meeting with lall 7 

Hie head of that General wa* filled with the impariaztoe 
of hia own project, the expolDon of the PngTkh from 
TntH* end with oontempt for the aohemoe of Bosj ** of 
*11 other men who had difEerent tuw* from hi* own. In 
hi* letter to Bamj’ Trpon the tabng of Fart 8L JMrid, he 
had said, It u the whole of British India which h now 
remama for n* to Attack. 1 do not conceal from jon that, 
hanng taken Uadtas, It le mj reaolntiofl to repair Imme* 
dmtelj bj land or hj eea, to the book* of Oangoe^ 
where yonr talents and experience will be of the greatest 
importanoo to me." Bnaay empdojed emry eflbrt to con* 
•nne* him of the importanoa of retaining tlie adrantages 
which he grnK.^ m the docnmicca of the Sohahdar 
and the moat profling end petflattate lotteis errlTed from 
the Sobahdar hrmeiiJf Bnt laHv who had already 
treated tho repreeentetiaQB of Bqmj is the riikine of a 
TnaHmsn, god hsd told tbo OoTomor of PoodloheiTj 
he thonght himaelf too oondesoeDdlng in reeding hit letter*, 
lent • deaf ear to ranonstranoee winch imnnHj he n- 
regarded as ths froit of deloaUm or nupoetme. Apprized 
of the monej which Ihiplelx bad raiaed on his paraooal 
credit, he wa* not withont hope* that Bosej mlgfat be 
poBaeeaed of siTriflar resoorce* and be state* ** a mi tier 
of groat »arprie 0 , mixed with inarednlity tho a Termairt of 
Boh^ that in thi* waj be wa* altogether Incapahle of 
dHtng the general oanas. 

A >>tgb teatimenj from another quarter wis jielded to 
the meriti of Boaej HI* rank u an offioar-wa* oolj that 
aflcsatenant-Colond. Bealdos a U^or-Gonanl, *dc Colo* 
nela had arrlTed with tho trmj of Iall 7 Ihe all Colo- 
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taels, yielding to the nobler impulses of the human mind, BOOK 17 
signed a regmsition that Bussy might supei-sede them, chat tv 

“ Theirnames,” says Mr Oime, “ highly worthy of record 

■on this occasion, were mostly of ancient and noble descent, 
d’Estaagn, de Landivisiau, de la Faire, Breteuil, Veidi&re, 
und Cnllon ” 

To whatever quarter Lally turned his eyes, he found 
himself beset with the greatest difficulties The govern- 
ment of Pondicheny declaied, as they had fiequently 
declared before, that m their eshausted situation it was 
altogether impossible for them to find the means of sub- 
sistmg the army at Pondicheiry When a council of war 
was called, the Count d'Estaign, and other officer’s, pro- 
nounced it better to die by a musket ball, undei the ram- 
parts of Madras, than by himger, withm those-of Pondi- 
cherry The idea of imdertakmg a siege, says Lally, the 
total want of funds excluded fiom the mind of every one 
But it was deemed expedient to bombard the place, to 
shut up the Enghsh within the fort, to obtam the pdlage 
of the black town, and to lay waste the surroimdmg 
■country » 

The Governor of PondicheiTy declared that he was 
destitute of every species of resource, either for the pay or 
the maintenance of the soldiers Lally advanced 60,000 
Tupees of his own money, and prevailed upon some mem- 
bers of the council, and other mdividuals in Pondicheny, 
to follow, m some degree, his example Piom this species 
of contribution or loan, he obtamed 34,000 rupees, which, 
ndded to his own, made a sum of 94,000 This was the 
treasure with which, at the head of 2700 European troops, 
nnd 4000 Indians, he marched against Madias 

The expedition was leady for its departure at the be- 
‘ginning of November, but the contmuance of the rams re- 
tarded its arnval before Madras tdl the 12th of December, 
when Lally had not funds to ensure the subsistence of the 
army for a smgle week The Enghsh had made active use 
nf the intervemng penod for providmg themselves with 
the means of defence When Admiral Pocock qmtted the 
■coast m October to avoid the monsoon, he left behmd him 
the marmes of the squadron, and was expected back m 
■-January A body of cavahy, under an adventurer of the 

1 M^m. ut supra, i 93, 100 
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HISTOBY OP BBITlSn INDLA- 

BOOK ly otnmLf 7 ina taken mlo pay and ao poaied, along vith tlia 
«aur rr Sopc^B from Tnahlnopoly us to mat* wir upon tlio Urw 
“ “ of the enemy’a oooToya. 'The vetcnn Lawrenca, who Ttt 
17M gyi 2 ijj Madiius, wu pot at the bead of the troopa and 
took poat with the greater part of tbs army on slevtisd 
ground at aome distance from the town. It was not, how 
erer his intention to nm the riak of an action nM m the 
enemy ad TtncedyhegradnalJy yielded gTonnd,tiUcmtbelSth 
bo entered the fort with all bia army The conunflod m 
the fort baloogod to the Qoveroor PIgot. But he was an 
intelligent, and an achniaan and the hannony of the de- 
fence exp^enoed no IntetTuption. Hhe military within 
the walla now consisted of ly AS Europeans, fi2£0Sepoyf, 
and too horse of the Nabobs on whom by experleno# bttle 
dependanoe was placed. The other Eoropeans were lAO 
meet, who were empl< 7 ed withoai diatioatioc in eerring 
out atoTM, and other anxUiary operaticcs. 

On the I3th the enemy remamed on the pl^ir, and 
reconnoitred the plaoe. On the 14ih, early in the morning; 
they took pwawrlan of the black town, where the eoldieiy 
want of aklB oranthcrity on the part of their eotn- 
mander abandaned themeehrta to intempennoe and dis* 
erdar In hopoe of profiting by thia opportunity the 
Enghah made a st ro n g nBy with 600 cduMen mam Uttj 
penetrated into thebl^ town before the enemy were coV 
leoted in sufficieDt mnnbera but were st last opposed ly 
a force wbudi they ooold not withstand and, had the diri- 
sion of the enemy which was under the command of Boay 
adrtneed with suffioiBat promptitude to out off their re- 
treat, it is highly probable that fhw of them would hare 
made their eacape. laUy addueea the testimony of the 
offioeri, who oODuninded under Busy that they joined in 
urging him to intercept the Enghwh detachment but that 
he, alleging the want of oaonoo, absolutely reiheed. 
Mr Orme aaja that he Juetifled himself by the delay of 
lAlly^ arden, without which It was coatniry to his do^ 
to adranoQ. To gain, bowerer a great adrantage ai a ad- 
tical moment, a aealou offleer will adrenture somewhat, 
mwlgr fr nyi Hwfialenay both nf fsimon and of oidera. The 
Jess on the part of theEp^iah was not le« than SOO aol 
disTB, and aix offioera. Bi more numbera that of the 
enemy was nearly the same. 
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The cai)tviro of tho bkck to^ra had furnished to Lally BOOK IV 
for tho demauds of the sci \ ico only 80,000 h^TOS, lent to chap iv 

him by an Aimeumn merchant, i\hom he had sa\od fiom 

plunder , and to these wci-e added 12,000 hires furnished 
by a Hindu pai tisan "With these funds ho began to con- 
struct his batteries, in the intention, as he repeats, of only 
bombarding the place, iihen intelligence iias brought, on 
the 24th of Decembci, that a frigate fiom tho islands had 
aiTived at Pondicherry with a milhon of lures It ivas 
this circumstauce, he says, which now detennined him to 
convert the bombardment into a siege 

With only two engineers, and three artillei'y officers, ex- 
cepting tho few who belonged to tho Company, all defi- 
cient both in know ledge and enterprise , w ith officers in 
general dissatisfied and ill-disposed, wnth only tho ^common 
men on whom he could depend, and of wffiose alaciity he 
never had reason to complain, he earned on the siege with 
a ngour and actunty which commanded the lespect even 
of the besieged, though they were little acquainted w ith 
the difficulties under which ho toiled By means of tho 
supplies which had iilentifuUy anived fiom Bengal, and 
the time which tho Presidency had enjoyed to make pre- 
paration for siege, the English were ^supphed with an 
abimdance both of money and of stores The resolution 
to defend themselves to the utmost extremity, which has 
seldom been shared more umvereaUy and cordially by any 
body of men, mspired them with incessant vigilance and 
activity The industry of the enemy was perpetually 
counteracted by a siniilar mdustry on tho part of then 
opponents. No sooner had those without erected a woik, 
than the most active, and enterprising, and often skilful 
exertions were made from withm to destroy it Whatever 
ingenuity the enemy employed in devismg measures of at- 
tack, was speedily discovered by the keen and watchful 
eyes of the defender’s A breach, in spite of aU those exer- 
tions, was however effected, and the mmd of Lally was 
intensely engaged with preparations for the assault , when 
he found the officers of his army altogether indisposed to 
second his ardour ilr Orme declares his opimon that 
then objections were founded on real and prudential con- 
siderations, and that an attempt to storm the place would 
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book IV Have bMn aitended ^nth ropnlao Hi— lAQy 
cair IT hoover eaj* tliai the moct odioos intrigofs "WBie tarried 
■ on in the anny and gnmndlcaa apprehcnalons ware propa 

IIW. gated, to ahahe the resolaticcn of the aoldjen, and pcfrrent 
the exeonticci of the plan that the sltnatloG of the Oene- 
ral »Ba thne rendered oritlaal m the highoat degree, and 
the obanoe of enoceea eioeedinglj diminished yet he utm 
adhered to his deaigo, onH only waited for the setting of 
the moon, which in India sheds a light not znoeh feebler 
than that of s winter * 00 , on the v er y day oo which an 
English fleet of six ftriired at tfaHr—. 

The fleet under A dmir al Pooool:, which h*d left Uadias 
00 the Ilth of Oetober had amred at Bombay on the 
10th of December where they found six of the Company’s 
shipw, aitd two ahipa of the line mth 000 of the King’s 
troops on board. On the 31st of December the Company’s 
ahipa, with all the troopa, aaDed Arm Bombay emder 
conroyof two fngatea, and arrived 00 the 16th of Febrtiary 
at a ontiaal moment, at Madias Words, sa^e IaUj 
* are msdeqoste to axpreaa the ffleoi whmh the appear- 
ance of them prodooed. The ofBoer who <‘JTmTnfcnHiNd in 
the trenohea deemed it even meipodient to wait for the 
Itmdfng of the enemy and two hoora before reoeirizig ardors 
retired from his po^ 

loBy was now oonstrained to abandon the siege. The 
offloers sod soldlots had been on no more than half pay 
daring the first six weeks of the expedibcxi, and entirely 
deatitnte of pey daring the remaining three. The expenses 
of the siege the half pay bad oonnmied, daring the 
first month, the Tniibnn hvrea which had anired from the 
iwlajiHa. The offioBiB ware on the allowance of the sohUera. 
The aaboisteQoe of the army for the last fifteen daji had 
depended slmoet entirely opcoi eome rloo and bnttcci cap- 
tured in two small Tease ls from Bengal A very small 
qaantity of gunpowder remained In the camp and not a 
larger at Pondiohony The bomha were wholly oansomed 
three wedcB before The Bepoya deserted for want of pay 
aTw^ the Enropaan cavilry threatened emry hoar to go 
CTO to the enemy ’The dafenoe of PondlcheiTy rested 
npon 300 inTslids within twelre ioais, the . Knghsh, 
With their reinfaroementB^ might land Jmd take imawssirm 
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of the place On the night of the 17th the Fiench army BOOK IV. 
decamped, irom Madras , and the Enghsh made no efforts ohap iv 
to molest then retreat ^ 

We may judge of the feelings towaids one another, of 
Lally and his countrymen, when he tells us, that the 
retreat of the aiuny fiom Madras produced at Pondicherry 
the strongest demonstrations of joy, and was celebrated by 
his enemies as an occasion of tnumph 

The Nabob, Mohammed Ah, who had retreated mto 
Madras when the Prench regained the ascendancy m the 
provmce, had been removed durmg the siege to Tnchmo- 
poly, and of his two rehactory brothers Abdul Wahab 
and Nujeeb Oolla, who had taken the side of the Fiench, 
the former returned to the Enghsh connexion, before the 
siege of Madras, and was jomed to the party of the Eng- 
lish kept m the field to act upon the enemy’s commumca- 
tions the lattei, mduced by the event of the siege to 
anticipate success to the paity which he had renounced, 
muidered aU the French m his service, except a single 
officer, and professed himself a partisan of the Enghsh 

The English now elevated their hopes to the recovery 
of the provmce, but found their operations cramped by 
the narrowness of their funds It was the 6th of March 
befoie the army, consisting of 1166 Europeans, rank and 
file, 1670 Sepoys, 1120 coUieries (irregular troops of the 
southern Polygars,) and 1956 horse, was m a condition to 
move The countries of Madura and Tmivelly at the same 
time recalled the attention of the Piesidency No sooner 
had the troops been withdrawn for the defence of Madras, 
than the refin.ctory chiefe began their enci oachments 
Only the towns of Maduia and Palam-Cotah, preserved by 
the steadmess of the Sepoys m garrison, remamed m 
obedience to the Enghstu And Moh amm ed Issooj^ who 
bad commanded with reputation the Company’s native 
troops, m their formei attempts an that country, was now 
sent back an the quahty of renter, with a body of Sepoys, 
for the recovery of the country. 

1 Onno, il 381 — 159, Jldm ponr Lally, p 99 — 117 Of Ihe sicL and 
■wounded, those who wero too 111 to he removed, to the number of thirty- 
Ihreo. according to Lully’s O'wn account to that of forty-four according to Sir 
Orme’s, wero left behind,iuid recommended bj a letter of Lally to thcLhiglish. 
commander Thoj wero treated, as Lally himself declares, with all the care 
jvhlch the la'ws, both of war and of hnrmmlty, proscribed. 
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BOOK lY Tli« Prendi army had laarobed from IXadru In the 
ciur IT directiaa of CcnjeTonun and there the French and 
— Engllfh anniea remained In eight of one anothar Trithout 
itny operation of nnportanoe, for two and twenty dajm. 
The Krtglfah, at the end of thu time, made a maroh upon 
Wandewiah took ptweiBion of the town, and began to 
open gronixl against the fort. This brought the French 
army to defend it npon whioh the Englmh decamped m 
the night by a foned mandi of two daya arrired at Cen* 
Jereraxn, azkd took it byaaaault The two arxmee contmned 
to watch mie another tOl the £Sth of when th £7 both 
Trent into oantonmenta. 

On the asth of April, Admiral Pooodee had arrired npon 
the ooaat from Bombay bnt had oopfanned to windward of 
FondicherTy, and prinolpally at Kegapatnam, with a rierr 
to Intercept the Franoh aipiadros, which was expected 
from the islea. And nearthe end of Jane three of the 
offoal ah/pa arrired at AUdriJ^ with 7CO reonit# of the 
Company and intalhgenee that liratanant-Oolonel CootA 
with 1000 of the Ein^ troopa, might be ihorUy expected 
on the coast. The fwfasfaotiap, howerer which this good 
fortone was oalooUted to excite, was giieiT cm ly damped 
by an attendant pieoe of advice that the Conrt of Dim 
tom, dialled," as &£r Onne axpressee it, by repreeenta 
iknis of the great wealth aeqaired by the oonqaest of 
TVngal, anH of Ita auffloieiuiy to supply their other preah 
dendea, had determined to send no more treasnre to any 
of them tin the year l70Ol From the first motuent of 
Tyif^Un oonqueata to a late period in their history were 
the Campany led into blondoia, and were bat too aac c eas 
fbl m the eotmcnle of the nation, hj their 

absurd ^eatimates of the pectmlary vahje of Tndian do- 
■mfnrfiTL Thli intoUigenoe was ao diaaatrooa, and fall of 
disooaragament, “that for every reason,** «ya Mr Orme, 

" it wta kept within the OooncD.” 

Toward! the end of July five of the expected ihipa, with 
the first division of the troopa, amred at Negapatnam, 
and having giTen oot the proTiaJons and stores which ihej' 
had hronght far the use of the squadron, soiled for ilsdria. 
On the iClth of August the stpiadron left Neppatnam, and 
aailsd for Trinoomalee, In the ieland of Ceyloo, where the 
French fleet was deaoned, on the £d of September D*Aoh£ 




172 


BOOK IV 

<aup XT 


mSTOBY OB BBITISH IKDIA, 

marobed fitriQ Oai^jeTBnun on thoSOtli ofSeptambcr Tie 
prindpel part of the Fraoch Yorooi wore ooDce utt mted rt 
Waaderash gad the onierpriee ma unsuoo™ftil Tie 
Ens^"h nude a epHtod attack on the night of the 2&th, 
hot vero neUted vith great gallantiT’ finally repnlaed 
with a JoM of more than fOO men. In thia ictloo, a de- 
tachment of grenadiers were very expeditiooilj 
the TKrinlty of danger when their offloei^ of call- 

ing after them, an improdenoe which would, in all prota 
bility bare oonrerted their retreat Into a flight, mn till 
he got beftrro them, and then, turning anddonly rtnmd, 
said, Halt, aa giring the ordmaiy word of oommand. 
The habit of di&apllDe prerailed. The men atopped, 
fiarzned according to cndeia, and marched back mto the 
aoeoe of aotlon. Bat this eoooees of the French, howerer 
brilliant:, cadther clothed the men nor snpphed them with 
prorlaKioa. Neithor the EngHah nor the French had erer 
been able to draw from the diatriote which they held m 
the oDontry soffident fiinds to defray the aipesse of the 
troops, employed m nrwpt w ring wnd defending them. A 
<rmpdgmble portion of ^oee di itri o U , which the French 
had been able to aoixe npon the amval of Tally the Eng- 
lish had agam rooervered. TheGk>TerniQ«ntofPanjiioherTy 
left almost wholly deaUtttte of roppBee from Borope, was 
nttedy exhaoatod, first, bythe long and desperate itrng^t 
in which they had bean engaged and eecocdly (for the 
truth nmet not be dli^iiiaed, though the oompUlnta of 
LaHy hare long been treated with ridioale,) by the niia- 
appUoatlan of the pnbllo fiiDde a calamity of whirh the 
Tiolent paatian of indiridoals for prfrate wealth was a 
eopdoua perenoia] fomttain. laliy had, from bia first 
arriTal, bean atrnggQng on the bordera of despair with 
wants which it was alti^etbar wit of hk power to foi^ily 
The pn giiah bad reoeired, or were about to reooiTe, the 
most important aocesslon to their power And nothing 
Imt the fleet, which had now arri^^ asd the aci^slim 
winch it might hare bronght, oonld enshle Hm much 
longer to Amtand with the difBoultiei whldi enTirnned 
him. 

It. (TAchfi had ■bronght, for the use of the colony 
ie,000t in doHare, with a qoantity of dianwndi, rained at 
17/)00i, which had been taken in an Eo^ish East India 
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man , and, hnving landed these effects, together with 180 BOOK IT 
men, he declared his resolution of sading agam immedi- chap rv 

ately for the islands Nothmg could exceed the surprise 

and consternation of the colony upon this unexpected and 
alarming mtelhgence^ Even those who were the most 
mdifferent to the success of affaii’S, when the reputation 
of Lally, and. the mterest of their country alone were at 
stake, now began to tremble, when the very existence of 
the colony, and their mterests along with it, were threat- 
ened witk mevitable destruction All the principal in- 
habitants, civil and mihtary, assembled at the Governor’s 
house, and formed themselves into a national council A 
vehement protest was signed against the departure of the 
fleet But the resolution of the Admiral was mflexible , 
and he could only he mduced to leave 400 Caffres, who 
served in the fleet, and 500 Europeans, partly marines aud 
partly sailors^ 

At the same time the departure of Bussy had been 
attended, m the domimons of the Subahdar, with a rapid 
succession of events, rmnous to the mteiests of the 
Eiench An expedition from Bengal, fitted out by the 
Enghsh against the Northern Circars, those important dis- 
tricts of which Bussy had obtamed the do mini on horn 
Salabut Jung, had been attended with the most bnlhaut 
success , had not only driven the Erench entirely out of 
the country, but had compelled the Subahdar to sohcit a 
connexion with the English Nizam Ah, whose audacious 
and aspmng character rendered him extremely dangerous 
to the feeble resources and feebler mmd of his brothei, 
had returned from his flight, to which he had been urged 
by the spirit and address of Bussy, at tl^e head of a con- 
siderable army , and compelled the Subahdar to replace 
him m that commanding situation, from which he had 
recently been driven Bassalut Jung, the second of the 
throe brothers, wflo anticipated the revolution which 
the victorious return of Nizam AJi portended, prormsed 
himself important advantages from the assistance of the 
French, m the changes which he expected to ensue and 
despatched a letter to LaUy, m which he told him ho was 
cormng to throw himself mto his arms * Bussy uiged m 
strong terms the pohcy of declarmg Bassalut Jung Nabob 

1 Mtra ponr Lally, p 135 
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HISTORY OP BRITISH IKDIA 

BOOK lY of tie Carnaae. Thte wm oppo*ed by tiie it«p -wldcii had 
cauT IT bean reoentlj taken bj I*!!/ of making tHa dwiratKin, 

with monh capemonj and pomp, m fkfour of the ion of 

Chtroda SaheK It wu, howeT er, agreed. Oxt a body of 
troops, under the o omm aod of Bo^ shooU be iwit to 
join BoMlnt Jong, who bovared npcm the bordara of the 
Caroatio. He bad left Hyderabad, under pretenoe of 
regokting the afflura of hie govoranent of Adnnt j but he 
soon direoted hli march tcnranj theaootb-eaf^ aupporting 
hlfl armj by levying cootribntloos aa ha proceeded, and 
approodied Heiare in the month of JnJj 
IL Bnavy arrived at TPandewaeh the v e ry diy after the 
repulae of the Eogtleh and, having placed T><nw 1 f at the 
head of the detaohment, which wia daetiBed to aooompany 
him to the camp of Baattlnt Jon^ prttceeded on hia m«mTi 
Bat the French army which had long been csdoring ej 
tnordlnary pnratdons, now broke out in the upat ■krmi.ng 
dmordere. More than a year’s pay wtj doe to them they 
were deetitrrte of dotblng and many times Ubeupphed 
with pronaions. The opuucm vra* dinemhmted, a 
mooh larger sum than wm pretended had been loft by the 
deet and that the Qeseral waaaaqulncig immense w^th 
br dflapidaticm On the 16th of October the whole anny 
wm* in mutiny and the offloeem dspirmi of all authority 
IntaHigence of these die ne troc* erente overtodt Bosay at 
Arcot, and induced him to mapoDil hi* marah The troops 
-were at last restored to obedience by the payment of six 
month* of their aamn^aod s oompl^amnasty But the 
dekjH w hich had intarTOued had eihanated the resourcee 
which Bsasalut Jang to ranain on the border* of 

the Camatia He was at the name time ecilleHed,by a 
promised enlaigeiDant of hi* tendtcuy to join with lilram 
All, who dreaded the re-appearance of IL Booy in the 
territori* of the Bohshdar hia ardoor for the Trench 
aBjance -wia cooled by the intelligeiice of the duordet* 
among tbam troops he was alarmed by the presenoe of 
an •Rngti.h corps of observation, which had been sent to 
act upon his roar if he should advance into the pronace 
and OTitho leth of Ootober he »troflk off aero* tfw h^ 
into the diatnot of Korpa where Bo^y who foDo^ 
him by a dlfferenl rooto^ arrived oo the lOth of 2f(Wb» 
Bftssahit jtmg oflVrod to aocompony the French dotaoh- 
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mont to Arcot, provided ho vas iccogiiiscd by tho French BOOK IV 
as sovereign of the Caniatic, and furnished with four lacks chat rv 
of lupces for the payment of his troops Tho French ■ - — • 

V ore not inthout objections to tho first of these condi- 1769 
tioDs, and altogether incapable of fulfilling the last Tlio 
negotiation, therefore, jiroved fruitless, and Bussy re- 
turned, vith an addition, howoier, of 400 good horse, 
whom ho had found tho moans of attaching to his 
semce * 

Urged by tho necessity of making eflorLs for tho sup- 
ply, and oven subsistence, '’of tho armj, Lally, shortly 
after tho reconciliation of his troops, thought piopcr to 
diMde Ins army into two parts, with tho ono of which 
he proposed to collect tho rents of tho southern , wnth 
tho other, stationed at "Wandowash and Arcot, to protect 
what belonged to the French m tho northern districts 
Do Lsyrit and tho Council of Pondicherry represented tho 
danger, which could not bo concealed from Lally himself, 
of dn idmg the armj in tho prcsenco of a superior enemy , 
but they pointed out no means by which it was possible 
to presen o it together On tho 20th of ^ 0 % omber, tho 
division which marched to tho south took possession of 
the rich island of Seringham, which tho gainson at Tiichi- 
nopoly w as too feeble to defend 

The English took tho field Colonel Cootc, with the 
last dll ision of his regiment, had arrived on tho 27th of 
October , and on the 21st of November pioceeded to Con- 
jeveram, where tho troops were cantoned for the rains 
The first of his acts was to assemble a council of tho pnn- 
cipal officers , that ho might obtain from them a know- 
ledge of facts, and profit by their obsei rations To divide 
the attention of the enemy, he began with movements 
which mdicated an attack upon Arcot , but his leal inten- 
tion was to gam possession of Wandewash, which was 
attacked and carried on tho 29th The inaction of the 
French army, at Chittapet, which, probably deemmg itself 
too weak, made no effort for the protection of "Wande- 
wash, induced the English to march immediately to Caran- 

■ In tho account of Bossy’s march, I havo followed his own and Orme’s 
ncconnt Lally (JKm p 13G) complains of his delays, and insinuates that to 
the misconduct tlirongli which these delays took place, the loss of Bassaiut 
Jung’s alliance ought to be ascribed 
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msTOHT or BHinsH nroiA 

BOOK TV golj wluoi nude a foeble reai*t*noo, and KOHandared on 

CHIP- IT thfl loth of Decomber 

• ■ The lose of Aroot^ and with it the nrrmrrarKl gt 

1"M. Dorthem difftnct* of the pnmnoo, nowpreaeoted haelf to 
the ejes of Lolly oa thrftitfnnng to Tr degree^ 

The greater part of the troop* wia hastily recalled from 
Scrrogham Boasy at the eame time anirod from hia 
expedition to the camp of Beaeahit Jmig a 
chief and hia body of hone were taken onto pay >M. 
Inlly was eager to ctrike a Idow for the reocr ver y of Wan- 
dewaa h . 

Bossy on the other hand, wia of opinlaii, ta the Franch 
wore mperior in oaTihy which woold render it dangarou* 
for the Fnglfah to haaard a battle, except in ancamatance* 
of adraotage, that th^ ahoold araiJ themaelrv of thia 
Boperiority by aotiog npon the oommuniaations of the 
Tgng lmh , i^eh woold eooD oompel them mthtr to light at 
a (heedvantage, or retire for snholatenee to Hadnu 
w U e t e a* if they beciaged Wandewuh, the Foghah wmld 
have two important adrantage* one, that of fitting with 
only a part of the Fienoh army while another part ms 
engaged in the eiege the other tK^t of choosing the ad> 
vantage of the ground, from the obhgatlan of the Fnsneh 
to cover the beslegen. 

At the Mme time the motire* of Islly wore &r from 
grocndlefla. The mental state of the eoldlon nqoired 
■ome brUhant exploit to raise them to the temper of anl^ 
mated aetiocL He waa deprived at aS zzieasa of keeping 
the anny for any oonsideTabie time in the held. By seizing 
the F-n gHwh magaxinea, he ooonted open retarding for 
eevoral days their maroh to the relief of Wandewiih and 
afl the had breached the fori and taken It in forty 

«ght hoora, he oormted, and not tmreaeoDahly upon ren- 
dering htiTTwlf master of the place before the E n^i nh 
eonld arriTQ. 

ATTiniting- the Fngikh, by BCEDie artfbl morementa, he 
surpnaed and took Coi^JeTejam, which he oonclnded w*» 
the place of the 'Rn gHiih mag^ivfc The fw* however 
'qraa, the T'.ngHnTT ii*d no magaiinfla, but were depen- 
dent on the purohaaa* of the day and aheedr atraitaned 
for Tiji pHi-a by the extenanre exoarwum* of hia I f a hr a tt a 
hecTM Lally repaired to "Wandewsah hot aeroral days 
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elapsed before bis battcij •nns ready to play, and m the BOOK IV 
meantime the English approached Lally throws the ciiAr i\ 

blame upon his cngincei, whom he oidored to battei m 

breach avith throe cannon upon one of the towel's of the 
fort, which was only protected by the file of a single 
piece, and which, fi\ e weeks before, the English with iii- 
ferioi means had bleached in fort} -eight hours But the 
engineeis insisted upon electing a battoi}' in exact con- 
formity wnth the lules of the schools , and the soldici's m 
derision asked if they were 'going to attack the fortifica- 
tions of Luxemburgh * 

The project of Lally having in this maunei failed, now 
was the time, at any i ate, to have jiiofitcd by the judicious 
ad\ico of Bussy, and, abandoning tho'siego, to have inado 
war upon the Enghsh moans of supply But Lallj , who 
was aware that his diameter had fallen low with the 
armj^, could not brook the imputation of rcticating be- 
fore his enemy , he jiroparcd, therefore, to meet the 
attack of the Enghsh army, and to continue his opom- 
tions. It was the policj of the Enghsh commaudci to 
leave the enemy at w oik, till they wcio ready to assaidt 
the foit, when he was sure of attacking sepamtelj, at his 
choice, either the troops engaged in the siege, or those 
who covered them His movements were judiciously 
made , and on the morning of the 22d, ho w as on tho 
ground before the French camp, his army drawni up in 
two Imes in a most advantageous position, wheie he had 
a free commumcation with the fort, and one of his flanks 
protected by its fire The French occupied the ground 
m front of their line, where the field of battle had pie- 
1 viously been marked out The Enghsh army consisted of 
1900 Europeans, of whom eighty were cavalry, 2100 Sepoys, 

1250 black horse, and twenty-six field-pieces The French, 
mcludmg 300 marines and sailors from the squadron, con- 
sisted of 2250 Europeans, and 1300 Sepoys , for the Mah- 
rattas kept aloof at the distance of some miles from the 
field of battle == Lally, and apparently with reason, com- 

• pour Lally, p 161, Orme (II 677) says that cannon for the batlerj , 

■H-hIch did not open till the 20th, six days after Lally took possession oftho 
^ttah or town adjoining the fort, were brought from Valdore on carriages sent 
from Pondicherry 

* Orme, H 682 Lally (Jfem p IClJgi^esa rery different account of the- 
respective numbers tliat the French had 900 Infantry, 160 cavalry, 300 marines- 
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mSTOBT OF BRITISH INDIA* 

BOOK IV pkini that hi* troopo did their dutj 111 in the eatioii- 
cttip rr While the HagHih »nnj ware idmwuia laDj who nn»- 
“ gfaied he peroelvod eome waTenng on, their left, ooceaiotied 
■TM by the fire of hie ertnieiy thoo^^ Mr Oraw etyi they 
hid not yet come wHhln owmon-ehot, pot ti the 

head of the oaTilry to profit by the ftToonhle monuoL 
The c*7flhy refoied to meroh. The Qenenl mapeDded 
the Commuidiitg Offi<nr and ordered the Moand Captain 
to take the oommaod. He, alio, (Lsobeyed. XaOy ad 
drcaeed himaalf to the men and a Conet crying out that 
it waa a ahame to deaert their General in the day of 
tle, the offieer who oommanded on the left ofiered to put 
the troop in motion. They had not adraooed many pooea, 
when a dngle oannon-ehot, eaye l^By the rapid fijhig of 
two pieoee, mja Mr Orme, pot them to flight, and they 
gallopped o^ leaving him ahaolntely alooe upon the plain.' 
lAHy rettmed to the Infantiy and hrooght np hit line. 
The French, fired raably and InefleotoaHy both with artih 
lory and moiketzy | the EnglUh leader who was oool, and 
perfeotly obeyed, made hla mem reeerre thedr fire, till sure 
of iU exMotlon. The rc^lmant that ooonpied the esomy^ 
n^b, when the dlitanee between them and the Engliidi 
waa now Inoonndermble^ threw themeahwa into oohnxui, 
and mahed forward at a rapid peoe. Coote, directing the 
opposite regiment to be firm, pr eeerre theor fire, gave 
the oammand when the enemy were at fifty yards dis- 
tance. The fire fell heavy bo^ cm their front and flrmkw. 
Yet it stopped not the coarse of the nohirnn j and in an 
mstant the two regimeats were mingled at the push of the 
bayoiwt. The wei^t of the column bore down what was 
oppoaed to it ; but as it had been left unprotected by the 
fli^t of the oaralry posted oc its right, Its flanks were 


W matty . na idO Earofcasai ' 

«mMl nmaiiar with th« TrooCt—- The* ta Km» tx 
inm* W tW Tnoca tvce b eis>clu«L0d 
■niib nnSw cn rcKDl vmlxn, om 
4fl0, eanliT *0, a«. pirAap* 


400 , tnittaa- TOS, CDcAw 
« U wtani « 

.T« 4- be* rf hM nii Wi ^ 
a UislTi* I cdC WDMaM 


r .i.i-4. 1 ' ^ to wei t nrftet C Uisln* i «pC ^°***°* 

W OoM^ •eeoM* flf ft* **0* h* taerrbCS* 

M) 

4m) 



ARGOT TAKEN BY THE ENGLISH. 


179 


completely exposed, and in a few moments the ground was BOOK IV 
coveied with the slam, when it broke, and fled in disoider chap iv 

t6 the camp Almost at the same time a tumbiil blew up 

in the redoubt in front of the enemy’s left , and dunng 1^*50 
the confusion which this accident produced, the English 
took possession of the post No pait of the Erench hne 
contmued firm much longei When ordered to advance, 
the Sepoys absolutely refused. Bussy, who put himself 
at the head of one of the regiments, to lead them to the 
push of the bayonet, as the only chance of restonng the 
battle, had his home wounded undei him, was abandoned 
by the troops, and taken prisoner Lally frankly acknow- 
ledges, that his cavalry, who had behaved so lU at the 
be ginni ng of the action, protected his retreat with great 
gallantry he was thus enabled to wait for the junction 
of the detachment at Wandewash, and to caiTy off his 
Jight baggage and the wounded The black cavahy of the 
JEnghsh were too timid, and the European too feeble in 
numbers, to impede the retreat 

Lally retried to Chittapet, from which, without stiength- 
'emng the garrison, he pioceeded the following day towards 
Gmgee The enterprise next resolved on by Colonel Coote 
was the reduction of Arcot, toward which, the day after 
the battle, he sent forward a body of troops Intelligence, 
however, of the defenceless state m which the enemy had 
left Chittapet, gave him hopes of making that a previous 
acquisition In two days the Enghsh effected a breach, 

■and the garrison surrendered. On the 1st of Eebruary, 

Coote amved at Arcot On the 6th three battenes opened 
on the to'wn On the mght of the 6th the army began 
their approaches Although operations were retarded for 
want of ammumtion, on the mommg of the 9th the sap 
was earned near the foot of the glacis , and by noon, two 
breaches, but far from practicable, were effected , when, to 
■the great surprise of the Enghsh, a flag of truce appeared, 
and the place was surrendered Not thiee men had been 
lo^t to the gamson, and they might have held out ten 
days longer,' before the assault by storm could have been 
n^ed 

From Gmgee LaHy withdrew the Erench troops ■to Val- 
dore, both to prevent the Enghsh from takmg post between 
them and Pondicherry, and to protect the distncts to the 



EISTOBT OF BBmSH INDU 

BOOK IT fciutli, fi'otu which alone provisioia coold be obtiined. 
onAT IT The difBcolbea of LaUj irhloh had bo been greai, 
were now approaching to aitromitj The armj wia abeo- 
Itttelj’ wlthont ecpiipment^ aiorei, ami provl*iona, and be 
waa dastitirte of reooaroea to snpplj thenu He repaired 
to Pondicherry to demand which he would 

not bellere that the governor aod oonnoil were tinahle to 
afford. Henpreeentodthemaaembezilsn andpeonlator* 
and then waa no Impntatloii of folly of cowardice, or of 
dlfdionngty which waa apand agalnat him in retnrn. 

To proceed with the redootlon of the aeooDdary forts 
whl(di the enemy held In different parts of the prorlnoe 
to atnltan Poodicherry and, if anffloient fbroe shoold not 
amre from France for Its relied^ to undertake the redao* 
tlon of that Important place, waa the tsf operations 
which the En gimh embraced. ooontiy be t ween 

Alampam and RmdK^eiiy waa plnndered bomt 
Timary tnrrertdared on the let of Fehrnaiy j Deri-Cotah 
waa eraonated about the same time cm ^ £&th of the 
aame month Tnaoomalee sarresdend tht fort of Per 
maoofl was taken after some roaUtanoe in the beginning 
of Uareh end Alamparra on the 11th. Ocn^ now 
remained the only etation on the coast, except Pcmdl- 
diarry in poauaaUm of the French and of thla h was 
important to depnre them, before the shortly expected 
return (ff the Beet. A large trmament waa sent from 
Uadras, and the offloer who oonuntoded at Tnohinc^>oly 
waa ordered to march to Carioal with all the force wmeh 
oonld be spared from the gamion. l^y endearonred 
to a »t ii n i g deteohment to its relief but the place 
t mlsenhle dafenoe^ and yielded cm the 0th of April 
before iHlatanoe ooold arrlra On the L0th of that mcnth 
Yaldorasnirenda^ after a feeble resistance asdidOhll- 
7>m'Uwn on the 20th- Coddalore waa takeo aboot the 
same and Bereral strong attempts by the enemy to 
TBgam It were soooeMftilly resisted. 
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By the 1st of May the French army -vvas confined to BOOK lY 
the bounds of Pondicherry, and the Enghsh encamped chap r\' 

■withm four miles of the torra , the Enghsh powerfully re- 

infoiced from England, and elated with remembrance of 
the past, as ■well as hope for the future , their antagonists 
abandoned, by neglect at home, to insuperable difficulties , 
and lookmg "with eager eyes -to the fleet, -which never 
arrived. On the part of the English, Admiral Cornish had 
reached the coast -with six ships of the Ime, before the end 
of February On the 25th of Apnl Admiral Stevens, who 
now commanded in room of Pocock, arrived -with four 
ships of the hne , and on the 23d of Llay came anothei 
ship of the lino, -with thiee compames of the royal artillery 
on boaid 

As the last remaimng chance of prolonging the struggle 
for the preservation of the French colony, LaUy turned his 
eyes towards the natives , and fixed upon the Mysoreans 
as the power most capable of rendermg him the assistance 
which he req^uired The adventurei Hyder Ah was now 
at the head of a formidable army, and, though not as yet 
without powerful opponents, had nearly at his disposal the 
resources of Mysore Negotiation was perfoimed , and an 
agreement was concluded On the one hand the Mysorean 
chief imdertook to supply a certam quantity of bullocks 
for the pro-vision of Pondicherry, and to join the French 
with 3000 select horse, and 5000 Sepoys On the other 
hand the French consented to give the Mysoreans imme- 
diate possession of the fort of Thiagar, a most important 
station, near two of the principal passes into the Carnatic, 
at an easy distance from Baramhal, about fifty miles E SE 
from PondicheiTy Even Madura and TiniveUy were said 
to be promised, if by aid of such valuable allies the wai 
m the Carnatic were brought to a favourable conclusion 
This resource proved of httle importance to the French 
The Mysoreans (who routed however a detachment of the 
Enghsh aimy sent -to mterrupt their march) were soon 
discouraged by what they beheld of the condition of -the 
French , and soon recalled by an emergency which deeply 
affected Hyder at home They remamed m the vicimty 
of Pondicherry about four weeks, durmg which time LaUy 
had foimd it impossible to draw from them any matenal 
service , and departmg m the mght, without his know- 



HIBTdRT OF BRmSH INDIA 

BOOK IV kdge, thay marched bade to Iljaora A fe» days brfore* 
coir IT thairdopartmB air of the IkigLahOompanyaaiiipiarnTod 
Uadru with Idn^^a troopa to the amoimt of 6tX) p vm *- 
On tlio find of September one montli later wrenl otber- 
•hlpa of the Company airlTed, and along with thro© 
*hlpa of war and a portion of a Highland regiment of tho 
1^ 6 mcroaaing the fleet In Tndl«. to the amount of seren— 
teen Mil of the line. 

I^Hy had now and It la no ordinary praiae, daring ahnoat- 
dght monthi aince the total diaoomiUtnre of his army at 
Wandewaah, tmpoaed upon the TlngH«h ao much reject, 
aa deterred them from the nege of Pondicherry and, 
mtwithatanding the deeperate state of hit rCBOcroea, found 
meana to supply the fort, which had been totally deeiitute 
of proriai one, wHh a stook anffioiaDt to maintain the gar 
men for eereml montha. Ar>H he atni reMtlred to strike^ 
a blow which might imprea them with an opimon that 
be was oapaUe of aflenafre operatioos of no inwosiderahle 
magnitade. He formed a phn, which has been allowed to 
indicate both jodgmeat and aagadty for attacking the 
Vwgliah camp by sorpilae In four places on the night oT 
the 4th of September Boi one of the four dirlBkcs, into 
which his army was farmed for the eieoutkm of the enter- 
prise, fell behind rta time, and disoonoerted the operatiocs- 
of the i wiLnirwiaT 

A ei r c umala noe now oooorred in the "Rn gHHh army whkh. 
aSbrds anothar proof (we ■Ii«TI find abundance of them as- 
we proceed) of the impoaaibility of goToming any ooontiy 
well frum the dlstanoe of half the edniuiiifejence of the 
^be No goremment* which had any regard to the 
Tn>Tlm« either of Josbee or of prodonoe, would deprire 
of his ^ Tit>n- i r if .y • eontmander who, like Ocdanel Ooote, 
had brought a great and arduous aerrice to the Tergo of 
oomploti^ at the rery manwnt when, without a chance 
of frdhnes ^ ^ ^ derfahe blow which 

would giro to his prooednig opeimtkina the prmfdp el part 
of tikdr splendour and renown. Yet the Eut frufra Ojo^ 
pony without inteoding so repcehenidble a conduct, and 
from tbeir unaTOidible Ignorance of what after many 
months was to be the state of aflaira, had sent out a 
miaion, with the fl«t Just arm-ed, for Major Mopsop the 
ptwind in command, to supersede Cede, who was desnuea 
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for Bengal Monson was indeed directed to make no use BOOK^IV 
of his commission while Coote remained upon the coast , chap iv 

hut the spirit of Coote would not permit him to make any 

advantage of this indulgence , and had he been less a man l^GO 
of sense and temper, had he been more governed by that 
boyish sensibihty to injury, which among vulgar people 
passes for honour, this imprudent step of the Company 
would have been attended with the most senous conse- 
quences When Coote was to proceed to Bengal it was 
the destmation of his regiment to proceed along with him 
The Council of Madias were thrown into the greatest 
alarm Monson declared that if the legiment were le- 
moved he would not undertake the siege of PondicheiTy 
Coote consented that his regiment should lemain, to en- 
circle the brows of another with laurels which belonged to 
his own 

Around Pondicheny, hke many other towns in India, 
ran a hedge of the strong pnckly shrubs of the country, 
sufficiently stiong to repel the sudden mcursions of the 
irregular cavalry of the country As the position of the 
Prenchwas contrived to give it whatsoever protection this 
rampart could yield, the fii'st operation of Monson was 
mtended to deprive them of that advantage The attack 
was, mdeed, successful , but through mismanagement on 
the part of some of the officers, the plan was badly exe- 
cuted , and considerable loss was mcurred. Among the 
rest, Monson himself was wounded, and rendered mcapable 
foi a time of actmg m the field Colonel Coote had not 
yet sailed for Bengal , and Monson and the Council jomed 
m requestmg him to resume the command He returned 
to the camp on the 20th of September, and actively pro- 
ceeded with the reduction of the outposts When the 
rams began, m the beginmng of October, the camp was re- 
moved to an elevated ground at some distance from the 
town , and durmg the rains no efforts were made, except 
those on the part of the French, to mtroduce provisions, 
and those on the part of the English, to frustrate their 
attempts About the begmnmg of December, the rams 
drawmg to a close, preparations were made for improvmg 
the blockade mto more expeditious methods of reduction 
Several battenes were prepared, which played on the town 
from the 8th to the 30th of December On that day a 
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ni3T0ET OP BRITISH INDIA 

BOOK IV drwulftil itonn txoae^ which itmided three of the 
onir rr ahlj* In the rimd, and •Btiotaly d»m»ged the grater pert 
of the fleet while it tore up thw tents of the eoldkti, 
I CL jqJ threw the camp Into the utmoet Portn- 

natelj the inundation prodooed bj the storm rendered h 
impracticable for the anomj to more their artiHerj nor 
oould the troopa carry their own ammunlticm dry The 
greatest dihgenoe waa exerted in restonng the workB. An 
attempt failed, whloh was made on the Cth of Jannaiy to 
obtain poebeedcm of a lodcrabt stall letamed by the enemy 
Bat on the ISth of January the tranche* wer e opened. 
The enemy were now rednoed to the last stage pnra 
tion, lelly hlmeelf was sick worn out wrth yeiatksi 
and fatjgne The dissenslciia whieh raged within the fort 
had deprived him of almost aD authon^ a rery Useble 
res] stance was therefore made to the piiagies e of the Eng 
llsh works. The provisions, which sooh ardocos efforts 
had been required to Intxo^oe into the fort, had been 
msoagod wrthout ecanosny the importnnitieB of Lally to 
foroe away the black inhabHanta, wboeonnmed the stores 
of the place with so mo^ rapidity were reaisied, UH mat 
tere were appreachiog to the last extremity While pro- 
Tisians for eocne days yet remained, IaD/ mged the Couzh 
cil, slnoe a oapltolatko most regard the drfl as well ss 
the mtlrtery aflaira of the oolony to ccmoert general met 
eores for obtaining the meet fiTonrable terms and pro- 
cured nothing bat chloanary in return. The device of the 
OoauoO was to pces o rre to tbemselrea, if poosibla, the 
appearanoe of laving Lad no share in the unpopolar 
transaotion of sarrondar and the edvaiitage, dear to their 
resentment^ of throwing with dB Its weight the blame 
upon leHy When at last not two daya provialone re- 
mained in the magBxmee, Isdly informed them that he was 
reduced to the neoesdty of delirermg up the mlhtary 
pOBseasion of pif for the mvil aflairs it rested with 
them to make what proviaioo was In their power Towarda 
the dose of day on the 14tb a commisaioner from I^y 
together voth a depotation from the ooun cth approached 
the Ttn gitab camp He enemy daimed the benefit of a 
cartel whloh baH boen oooclndod between the two crowns, 
sed whloh they reproeented es pr ecludin g them from pro- 
posing any capitulation for the town of PondJoheny As 
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a dispute lespecting that cartel remained still undecided, BOOK IV 
Coote refused to be gmded by it, or to accept any other chap iv 

terms than those of an unconditional suriender Their 

compliance, as he concluded with sufiicient assm-ance, 
the necessity of their affairs rendeied wholly indis- 
pensable 

On the fourth day after the surrender, there arose be- 
tween the Enghsh civil and mihtary authorities a dis^iute, 
which, had the mihtary been as darmg as the civil, nught 
have iieen attended with the most serious consequences 
Mr Pigot, the Governor of Madras, made a formal demand, 
that Pondicherry should be given up to the Presidency, as 
the pioperty of the Bast India Company Coote assem- 
bled a council of war, consistmg of the chief officers, both 
of the fleet and the army, who were of opmion that the 
place ought to be held for the disposal of the King Pigot, 
with a hardihood which subdued them , though, m a man 
without arms m his hands, toward men on whose arms he 
totally depended, it might have been a hardihood at- 
tended with iisk , declared that, unless Pondicherry were 
given up to the Presidency, he would furnish no money 
lor the subsistence of the King’s troops oi the French 
jinsoners Upon this mtimation the mihtary authorities 
submitted 

Two places m the Carnatic, Thiagar, and the strong fort 
of Gmgee, still remamed m possession of the French 
The gainsons, howevei, who saw no hope of relief, made 
but a feeble resistance , and on the 5th of Apnl Gmgee 
surrendered, after which the French had not a smgle 
mihtary post in India for even Mah6 and its dependen- 
cies, on the Malabar coast, had been attacked and reduced 
by a body of troops which the fleet landed in the month 
ot Januaiy The council of Madras lost no time m lovel- 
hng the town and fortifications of Pondicherry with the 
ground.* 

Dieadful was the fate which awaited the imfortunate 
Lally, and important are the lessons which it leads By 
the leeble measmes of a weak and defective government, a 

1 Tills, as Orme remarks, was in retollotlon of the design of the French 
Government, avowed as the object of the expedition of Laboiirdonnais, 
the policy of Daplelx and the armament of Lally, the ntter extirpation 
of the Lngllsh, and destruction of their settlements in the Peninsula 11 
734 —11 
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BOOK rv llecr Jtffler Before the bettle of Flia^ which reodared 
CHAP T him Snbtbdtt- hia own resonreoi were ecanty eid prweii- 
Ota. Ihe llbenhty of jUfrerdl, the eipenco of hie ynx 
with the UthrettiA end the imTi^ of thet dwtrootire 
enemy left in the treMory of the pctmnoe e eotnty inhe- 
ntanoo to Bnn^^d'dowlik The thocghtlo* profligacy of 
that ptinoe, cren had hie regn been of adegoate dnretkra, 
was not Hkely to add to the nohee of the To par 

chaao the oonipiracy of the Engliah, Meer Jaffler with the 
prodigality of Eaatern ppaftwaloo, haHpm fnl^ TnTa wfai<4< 
he was altogether onable to pay the ohlefli whom he had 
debanohed by the hopes of {q ha fortnoes, were 

impotieDt to reap t^ frnita of their rebellion and the 
pay of the troops was deeply In amor In th«w cnromn* 
stances it ^waa almost impooalhle for any Twm to yield 
aatiafacUon. The <dtaiaater of Ueer Jafflar was ill 
lated for approaching to that point of perfect] co. 

In malctng promises, with a riew to the sttiinment of 
any great and attraotire object, an Indian soreragn seldcon 
icteoda to perfonn anymore than jnst as mneh u he may 
find it imaroidahld to paifona ; ard ooontB in general, to^ 
with a weB-groonded certainty npcm eradmg a consider 
able part at least of that for whl^ he had engaged. Tb 
Meer Jtffler the ateodineea wHh which the Bogiiah adhered 
to the ongiml stipoUtions appeared, for a tune, the art!' 
fioe merely of canning men, who protract an aooommods- 
tka for the porpoee of rendering it more adractageoca 
Frirato bribes to defeat pabhe ends, in Oriental polltica 
an engme seldom w ori ed in ram, were applied pith somS 
p eisev e ia Poa. Wheo he foand the rigid fulfilment of the 
rast engagementa to the En^iah, still peremptorily and 
urgently churned, he was not only sorpriaed bnt eiaspe- 
rated and began to hope^ that some faroorable ereot 
woold dehrer Tiim from such obstinate and troablesome 
assodstea 

The E oEiiab were not the parties sgalnst whom his 
animosities were first displayed. AUrerdl Khan, saare of 
Uio refcelliocs snd tnrboleot spirit which almart slw^y* 
reigned among those adTantorers from Iran and Toran, 
who commonly rose to the chief oocnnand in the ano^ 
of the Mohammedan princee in Hlndo tt a n , had adopted 
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the sagacious policy of bnnging fonvard the gentle, the BOOK IV 
less enterpiismg, and less dangerous Hindus Aud he had chap v 

raised vanous individuals of that race to the principal 

places of power and emolument under his government 1^57. 
Of Eamnarain, whom he intrusted with the important 
government of Berar, the leadei has already leceived 
information Dooloob Bam, another Hmdu, held the 
grand office of Dewan, or Supeimtendent of the Finances 
That celebrated family, the Sets, of Mooishedabad, who 
by merchandise and banking had acquired the wealth of 
princes, and often aided him in his trials, were admitted 
largely to share in his councils, and to influence the ope- 
lations of his government Aliveidi had recommended 
the same policy to Suraj-ad-dowla , and that pnnco had 
met with no temptation to depart from it ’ 

Meer Jaffier was placed under the deepest obhgations to 
Dooloob Ram When he was comucted of malversation in 
his office, and stood m disgrace with his master, it was 
Dooloob Ram who had made his peace- In the late revo- 
lution, Dooloob Ram had espoused his interests, when the 
mfluence of that mimster, and his command of treasure, 
might have confened the prize upon another chief 
Whether he dreaded the power of the Hindu connexion, 
or was stimulated with a desire of their wealth, Meei 
Jaffier resolved to crush them , and with Dooloob Ram, 
as the most powerful mdividual, it was pnident to begin 
Befoie the depai-ture of Chve, he had summoned Ramram- 
smg, the Governor of Midnapore, and head of the Spy- 
dffice, to repair to the capital to answer for the ai rears of 
his government , but the cautious Hindu, already alarmed, 
evaded the mandate by sendmg two of his relations The 
Nabob — so by the English now was Jaffier styled, thiew 
both into pnson , and easdy reconciled Chve, by inform- 
ing him, that Ramramsmg was an enemy to the Enghsh, 
and had been the agent through whom the correspondence 
between Suraj-ad-dowla and Bussy had been carried on. 

A close connexion had long subsisted between Ramram- 
smg and Dooloob Ram , and the latter, to whose sagacity 
the designs of Jaffier were not a secret, regarded the pre- 
sent step as a preliminary part of the plan which was laid 
for his own destruction 
> Onne, U 53 
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HISTORY OP BRITISH INDLA 

BOOK IT Onda tlw lilelihood th*t the EnglaH wotiU be recilW 
cnAT T ^ defence of their own eettlement by the erTivil of 

the Frenoh and the danger leat Ram^.i^tn jhoold bring 

nW. an army of Mahiuttaa to hie aid. Jaffler waa not willttig 
to oppoae directly an opinion of dhp and offered to ac 
cept bu mediation weomDg In hii mind theuaeof ereiy 
dandeattoe effort to acoompHah hla own daelgm. The 
army began ita march to Patna and waa joined by Bama- 
rain, after raoelpt of a letter by OHve, aaaorlng that 
both hii peraon and goremment shoold be m!e. The m- 
tended delays and maohlnations of the Nabob were cnt 
ehort, by IntelhgeDoe that the Bobahdar of Onde, with the 
French party tioder IL liiw and a great body of ilahratta 
hone, waa aboattoinTade thepronnco and bytheactnal 
amrai of a ilahratta dtue^ who (Bme in the of the 
principal Uahratta oommandea to demand the anroa of 
chocrt, amounting to tweoty-foor laoha of ropeoe, which 
were doe frtnn B^gal. Theee erenta prodooed a apeedy 
aoeommodatian with Hamnarafa. The Nabob, indeed, 
Tiaed Tartans efbits to remain behind the Fogliah, fn order 
to defeat the aeoaridea whidi that Oaremor had obtained 
But OUre penetrated, and disappointed his deeigna. He 
emn ertorted fr o m him another gra^i^ of no Tnfil impest-’ 
anoe to the Fngilah treasoiy A leading article m the 
Earopean traffic w» the a^peire produced in Bengal, 
the whole of which waa made in the country on the other 
Bide of the Ganges abore Fatnv This manu&otare had 
in general been farmed for the benefit of the Qtrremment 
and CUto hw the adrantage of obtaining the mooopoly 
forthe He offered the higheet terms which the 

goremment had ever recatred bat the Nabob knew be 
oooH not demand from the the regular presents 

which he would den re from a rooter placed at hie merty; 
he waa not, thareforw, tndhied.to the arrangement j but, 
after a rarie^ of oirieoUana, the neocasi^ of his dreum- 
(tancea eompelledhim tooam^y 
dUre gotbacktokloonhedabad on the Ifithcfllay; and, 
on the mme day reooired intelligeDoe from the ooaet of 
Coromandel cf the aniTsl of the French fleet, and of tl» 
indeckiTe flrat engageiDant between it and thefijjii*^ A 
friend to the uae whioh goremmenti o c immnn ly meke ^of 
their intelllgenoe of the ercnti of war^ “CHre ipread. 
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says Orme, “ the news he received, as a complete naval BOOK IT 
victory, two of the French ships sunk in the fight, mstead chap v 

of one stranded afterwards by a mischance , the i est put 

to flight, with no hkehhood of bemg able to land the 
troops which they hafl brought fiom Pondicherry 

On the 24th, Chve departed from Moorshedabad without 
waiting for the Nabob On the 20th of June, a ship ar- 
rived at Calcutta from England , and brought along with 
with it a commission foi new modeUing the government 
A council was nominated consistmg of ten , and, mstead 
of one Governor, as m preceding arrangements, four wei e 
appomted, not to preside collectively, but each dunng 
three months m rotation The mconvemence of this 
scheme of government was easily perceived “But theie 
was another cause,” says !Mr Orme, “ which operated on 
opmions more stiongly Colonel Clive had felt and ex- 
pressed resentment at the neglect of himself m the Com- 
pany’s orders, for no station was marked foi him in the new 
establishment” Convinced that he alone had sufiicient 
authoiity to over-awe the Nabob into the performance of 
his obhgations, the council, including the four gentlemen 
who were appomted the governors, came to a resolution, 
highly expressive of their own disinterestedness and patnot- 
ism,butfullof disregard and contempt for the judgment and 
authority of then superiors • This high legislative act of 
the Company they took upon them to set aside, and, with 
one accord, invited Chve to accept the undivided ofl&ce of 
President With this invitation he assmes us, that “he 
hesitated not one moment to comply 


1 sir Scrafton (Eefloctions on the Government, &-C oflndostan.p llSlrays, 
“ At this crisis, nvhen miUtarj virtue and unnniiniti were more immediately 
necessary, the Directors, divided bj violent contests among tliemselves, wliich 
certainly did them no honour, were so unfortunate in their judgment, us to ap- 
point four Governors of Bengal, to govern each four months, and left Colonel 
Clive entirely out of this list The absurdity of such a sj'stem was too apparent 
to take place,” &.c — M 

There was no display of disregard or contempt, liowever for their superiors. 
The council, in m ntlng to Clive, express their belief ” that had their emploj ers 
been apprized of the present state of affairs in Bengal, they uould have placed 
the presidentship in some one person, as the clearest and easiest method ofeon- 
ducting their concerns ” And that they lud riglitly judged, appeared from 
the event, for as soon as the Directors lieard ol the battle of PJassy, they ap- 
pomted Clive to the station of Governor Life, i 8-12 — W 

2 Keport, ut supra The influence of the Colonel is depicted by the following 
anecdote Tliere uas an officer of rank, to nhom Jatfier liad been often in- 
debted before his elevation, remarkable for his wit This, from their former 
intimacy, and a jealousy of pre-ent neglect, he did not spare on the Kabob 
himself While the armies of the Nabob and of Clive were at Patna, he was 
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EISTOnr OF BEinSQ INDIA. 

Id tbft mam time eoneidez^hla ereatt mn preparing at 
ITooTtWabftd. On ilia approach of CUva and Dooloob 
Earn, Mcortn had thrown tba city into Tlol«ot agitation? 
by qolttjDg it with demooatratioca of fear aninmotmig all 
tha troops and artiUeiy of the gorcrnment, and it 

ont as iua intantlon to march for the pujpooe of Joining 
his father CHiro wrote with much Bharpneaa to the 
Nabob and Meoran apologisod in the mtwt anbmiaslTB 
strain, 'Hiongh Inablh^ to discharge the amara doe to 
the troope, who eonid with mu^ diffioolty be proseired 
from tomolta^ oompeflod the Nabob to delay his proceed- 
ings he waa impatfent fi>r the destmetion of Dodoob 
Bam the aererity of hla despotmn moreaeed snd he 
declared to one of hia hiTorites, who betrayed him, that 
if a French force wooM come into tie pxorinoe he wedd 
aaost them, onlcea tha Baghah released Mm from ah their 
claims of m(mey territo^ and exemptiona Among 
the Hindas, who bad rhwn to high empJoyzMDt ondar the 
eoooorBglngpolJeyo/ the late Bohahdars waeNoneomaJV 
who aotd aa GoTaroorof Hoogly at the famii of SorA^d 
d Twla a inarch against Odentta Nonoomar had foUoved 
the artrues to FUtoa, and, aa ocoTeraairt with the details of 
the reresne, was emplojwl by Dodoob Earn. \nieQ the 
dlfflonitiei of obtaining payment upon the ttmeaws granted 
to the No^ish began to be fel^ be prefi’ered hia tasiatanoe 
and, if supported by the gorenimont of the Nebob, as- 
aor^ the imgliah, that be would reolixe the smua. He 
was Tested with eaoh authority aa the semoe appeared to 
require but as he expected not to elude the knowledge of 
Dooloob Ham, m the prsotioes which ho mediUted, for 
raising oat of his empJpymcnt t fortune to hhoaeH he re- 
aoired to aooond the daslgna of the Nabob for the rcmortl 
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of that vigilant Dewan He persuaded the Sets to with- BOOK IV 
draw then protection from this tioublesome inspector, by chap v 

awakenmg their fears of being called upon for money, if 

Doolooh Ram withheld the revenues, and supplied not the 
exigencies of the state He assured the Nabob and Mee- 
ran, that the Enghsh would cease to mterfeie m their 
government if the money was regularly paid Dooloob 
Ram took the alarm, and requested leave to letire to Cal- 
cutta, with his famdy and effects Permission was refused, 
till he should find a sum of money sufficient to satisfy the 
troops Under profession of a design to visit Colonel 
Chve at Calcutta, the Nabob quitted the capital , but 
imder pretence of hunting, remained m its neighbomhood 
On the second day after his depaHure, Meeran incited a 
body of the ti-oops to repair to the residence of Dooloob 
Ram, and to clamour tumultuously fcr then pay The 
English agent interfered, but as the troops weie directed 
by Meeran to make sure of Dooloob Ram, the agent foimd 
great difficulty in preserving his life Chve at last desired 
that he should be allowed, with his family, to repair to 
Calcutta , and the consent of the Nabob was no longer 
withheld. 

Within a few days after the return of the Nabob from 
Calcutta, a tumidt was excited in his capital by the soldiers 
of one of the chiefs, and assumed the appearance of being 
aimed at the Nabob’s hfe A letter was produced, which 
hole the chaiactor of a letter from Dooloob Ram to the 
commandei of the disorderly troops, mcitmg him to the 
enteijirise, and assmmg him that the concunence of C’lve, 
and other leachng Englishmen, was obtained. Chve sus- 
pected that the letter was a forgery of Jaffier and Meeran, 
to luin Dooloob Ram in the opinion of the Enghsh, and 
procure his exinilsion horn Calcutta, when his person and 
wealth would lemain in then power All doubts might be 
resolved by the interrogation and confi ontation of the 
commandei, to whom the lettei -was said to bo addiessed - 
But he was ordered by the Nabob to qiut his scri icc, was 
w ay-laid on Ins departui e, and assassinated 

In the mean time adnces had arrived from the Presi- 
dency at Madras, that Port St David had } lelded, that a 
second engagement had taken place between the fleets, 
that the Picnch army was before Tanjorc, that M Bussy 
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B00£ IT wia on hia march to Join I*Ily ind the meat earnest 
COAT T eohoitatioQS were sohjoined, that as kr^ a poriion of the 
troopa as poBsfbla might be sent, to a^ord a chance of 
I arortiag the min of the national a&liB in the Camatio 
"No one,” aayi Orme^ "doubted that Hadru voold be 
heeieged as aoon aa the manaooQ had aent the aqaadrocs off 
the ooast, If rtinforcementa shoold not anire before. 
Chre ob<m to recnaio La Bengal, where he was master 
rather than go to Uadra^ where be would be under oom- 
mand sod detennined not to leeaen hk power by aendlng 
troopa to Ifadras, which the Preeddanoy copying hia ex 
ample, mij^t forget to aend back. An enterpnae, at the 
aame proBented itaeU^ which, though Ha auooees 

would hare been rain, had the French in the Camatie pre- 
railed, bore the appearanoe of a ocHsperatioQ In the atrug- 
^e, and adbrded a ooloor for detaining the troopa. 

Om of the leading Folygara in the Northern CSraan, 
fixing hla eye opon the adnntagea whJoh he might expect 
to derire Cram ^riog a new maater to the pror i aoea, oohh 
manioated to the Fingllah m Bengal his demrea to co-op»< 
rate with them in dnrtng out the Fr en ch, while B u»y wu 
inrolred in a etroggie with the brothen of the Suhihdar 
The brflilaaciT of the exploit had no feeble attraotlotis for 
the imaginatlaD of Olire and after the recall of Bossy to 
Fondioherry he imparted his intentiona to the Connol 
The pTOjart met wHh unanimoua oondemnatlcm. Bat 
Obro, disregardiog all opposHioD, prepared hk armament 
It eonaifted of £00 EorapeaDO, SOOO ^poya, and 100 laa- 
oara,wtth ail fiald-pieoea, six battering cannon, one ho wHxgr 
and one eight-inch mortar This expedition, oommaoded 
by Colonel Forde, was destined to proceed hj eea but 
the altenmtiocLs in the oountdl, which the diaa^robation 
of the measnra prodooed, and the delays which occurred 
in the equipment of the ahjps, retarded its departure till 
the end of September 

Om Mn (H SO), Ofra SU mut a nMiUl B htidIm ftst B b« 
t»k*B vkCit H bad snrWaK. Bat CBtv Iilsmlf Hr* (Btpart, «t 
KatUmcOTWl UadrMfraa ihaibwllM if Fert SC DbtiI, bvt tb«W fke 
rnraeb] not cTMmr ▼fatekfar* bn* fcntrtDftbaalaa aad nUbrttw (ba 

X^art 

Otm mlj gayi (B. M4V Tba aaMn tu tw iliiapM t» W mnjA 
tUi to an tka naeWn m Cm wmatfl. BU Otra Umaatf ari 
W Ktnl, Ust bt andertook B, c ajelinj to ttia tarbmtfcM W bs tda* 
emcil 

0tm,L»S-SS 7 cad ta»~Kt| Smt KalBlbarwa. a 4-M. 



EXPEDITION UNDER COLONEL EORDE 


197 


On the 20th of Octohei Colonel Eoi de disemhai hed nt BOOK IT. 
Yizagapatam, and joined his tioops with those of the Raja chat v 

Anunderauz, at whose instigation the exploit w as under- 

taken It was expected, that this chief would affoid 
money for the mamtenance of the tioops , and hence but 
a small supply of that necessary article was brought fiom 
Bengal The Eaja was in the usual state of Eajas, Nabobs, 
Subahdars, and Emperors in India , he was reputed by the 
English immensely rich, while m reality he was miserably 
pool he was, therefore, not vei-y able to provide the sums 
expected from him , and still less wiUing The delays by 
vhich he contrived to elude the importunities of the 
English were highly pi evoking, and by retarding then 
movements, threatened to deprive them of aU the gieat 
advantages of rapidity and surprise A soi t of ti eaty was 
at last concluded by which it was agreed that, excepting 
the seaports, and towns at the mouths of the nvem, the 
conquered country should aU be given up to Anunderauz, 
upon the condition of his advancing a certam monthly 
sum for the maintenance of the troops 

Conflans, who had been sent to command the French 
troops upon the recall of Bussy, had concentrated his 
forces about Eajamundn , towards which the Enghsh and 
and the Baja directed their march The force, which re- 
mained undei the command of Conflans, after the depar- 
ture of the- troops which were recalled with Bussy, was 
stiU considerably supenor to that which had arrived with 
the Enghsh , but when the troops for other services v ere 
deducted, he took the field against the Enghsh with num- 
bers nearly equal A battle was brought on, and the 
French were completely defeated , they were not only 
stnpt of their camp, but fled from Eajamundn. 

During the battle, the Eaja and his iioops remamed 
cowering m the hollow of a dry tank, which piotected 
them from shot After the battle all his operations were 
tardy , what was worse, no money could be extracted from 
him , all the cash which had been brought from Bengal 
was expended , and dunng fifty days, when advantage 
might have been taken of the want of preparation on the 
part of the enemy, and of the dejection arising from them 
defeat, the English weie unable to move At last, by a 
new arrangement, a small sum was obtamed from the Eaja , 
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BOOK IV the troop* trere pot In motion, and cm the 0Ui of Fehrdary 
CHAT T arriTed at EHoro or Talore, whore thoj were joined bj thi 
' — Zemindar or chief of distnoi. 

1759 Condans bad no longer ocmfidenoe to moot the Englieh 
in the field, hot withdrew to defend himadf in Mamhpa- 
the pnndpal fort,andpnnoip(dBtaticm of the French, 
on that peji of the oo^ while he urged the Babahdar of 
the Deocan to march to the defenoe of his own territorie*, 
the Frenoh being oooopents under bis anthont^ and 
■ubjeot to his law while the Fn ghHh intended to wr^ the 
country wholly from hit hands. The Tiewi of the oonr- 
tiem of the BobabdarhappoiMd at the moment to coincide 
with hia own wlahee to preeerre for himself the protection 
of the French, and he put hia armj m motion towards 

This prerented not the Fogilah commander from 
hastaung to attack the place. He amred on the 6th of 
kUroh. The French trnUed hia pretenedotBi with ndloola. 
hlasnlipatam, for an TnHfn iowAt and against TntRaj^ 
meant of attack, was of no inocoaiderahle strength. The 
defenderi within were more immeroae than me beBe* 
gere. A. coo^ldsnhle army of obeemtlcci was left in the 
heltL Tlie Eubahdar with the grand army of the Decam, 
was OQ the march and e remforoement of Enropeens was 
expected from PandkhatTy A *grn of money for the 
Foghth had anired from Bengal but the Freooh army cf 
oheemtian rendered it daogeTcns, or rather impraotioahle^ 
to tend it to the camp. The troops mutinied for 

want of pay and it vu with much difficulty and by largo 
promises, that they were indnnsrf to reeome the discharge 
of their doty 

Three battenes continued a hoi fire on three difisrent 
parts of the town, without haring effected any consider 
able damage, from the Sfith of Mar^ to the 6th of AprO, 
when the sitnatKn of the Kn glish began to wear a rery 
threatening asMct. Salabut Jtmg was approaching the 
French army of obserraiioQ had retaken .^amondrl, and 
might effect a jnnotkm with the Snbahdar it was impos- 
■ible for the Engl UK now to retreat by the way which they 
had oouM, or eren to embark at klasolipatam wHb ihefr 
cannon and heary stores tlm mansooc bad begun ; the 
reinforcement inm Poodloherry was expected ; and to 
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crown all, the engiueeis lepoited that no more than two BOOK lY 
days’ ammunition foi the hattenes lemamed unconsumed cuap \ 

In these ciicumstancts, howoAmr apparently desperate, 

Colonel Forde resohed to try the chance of an assault 
The hattenes weie directed to play with the utmost acti- 
vity during the whole of the day , and the tioops to be 
undei aims at ten at mght The attack, m ordei to divide 
the attention of the enemy, and lender uncertain the point 
of danger, was to he in thiee places at once , and the three 
divisions of the aimy were to be on their lespective 
grounds exactly at midnight The struggle w as expected 
to he severe , from, the superior numbers of the enemy, 
and the little damage which the woiks had sustained. 

A part of the army faltered considerably , nor did all the 
officers meet the dangei with peifect composme They 
got, however, within the walls with comparative ease , 
where, being met by suiienor forces, they might have paid 
dear foi their temeiity, had not surpiise aided their arms, 
and had not LI Conflans confounded by uncertainty, and 
by various and exaggerated reports, after a short resistance, 
surrendered the place 

Withm one week two ships appeared with a reinforce- 
ment of 300 troops from Pondicherry The Suhahda'^, 
whose amval had been anticipated but a very few da} s by 
the fab. of Llasulipatam, found himself in circumstances ill 
calculated to carry on by himself a war agamst the Eng- 
lish He was anxious on the other hand, being now 
depiived of the Fiench, to cultivate a fiieudship with the 
Enghsh, and to obtain from them a body of tioops, to pro- 
tect him against the dangerous ambition of his brother 
H izam All, who, since the departure of Bussy, had returned 
at the head of a considerable body of troops, and filled him 
wnth serious alann Colonel Forde repaired to his camp, 
where he was received with great distmction, and con- 
cluded a treaty, by which a considerable territory about 
Masuhpatam was ceded to the Enghsh, and the Subahdar 
engaged to allow no French settlement for the future to 
exist in his dommions The French army of observation, 
which it was by the same treaty stipulated, should cross 
the Kistna m fifteen days, joined the army of Bassalut 
Jung, the elder brother of the Subahdar, who had accom- 
pamed him on the expedition to the Northern Circars, 
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BOOE 17 and ncTwnutrchediiriijtotheKrtrtlL The two ahlpfl wWoh 
oaA» T had brotight the rei^oroemeni froni Pondicherry npon 
■ diBoorering the losa of Mianllpaiam, sailed away to the 

17*9. north, aod landed the troopa at GanjauL, They made 

Toral efforts to render eome osefol eerrloe, bnt entirely 
frohlew and after andtning a Taristy of ^ratiana, ro* 
tnmed greatly rodaoed in numberB to Pcmdioherry 
While the detaohment from the army of Bengal waa en- 
gaged in these operabODa, the eoHmtude of Chre was 
atbaoted by an enemy of high pretennona in a different 
qnartar Toward the dose the history of the Uogol 
i^peroTB, it appeared, that the eldest son of the Emperor 
Anltmigeer IL, not danng to tmst himself in the hands of 
the Vlsir the daring Umad al Mulh, by whom the em- 
peror aria held In a stats of wretohed seiritode, had with- 
drawn into the distnot of Npjeeb ad Dowla, the Bohilli, 
who was an opponent of the Tier and a paititsii of the 
Impanai family At this time, the remhibon effected by 
ths Png lbh 10 Bengal, the nnp o pnlspty and dtsorden (rf 
Jaffler'a admlntemtiflp, and the presnin^ wmVnesa of his 
goremment, aidted hopes in the oedghhoariog ohiafi, 
that an InrisiaD of his territories nu^t be toined to 
adrintage. The imagfnaUco of Mohammed Eoolke Khan^ 
the Sohabdar of Aulhabad, ns the mewt highly elevated 
hy the prospect of ahanng in the epoila of the 
Xabob. He was instigated by two pc f ye rfii l Zemindara, 
the Hejaa, Sander CTog , and Bolw^ Bing. And the 
Nabob of Coda, bts near IrmrtTTn one of the most power 
fol ohiefr in Hlndostan, Joined with apparent ardour In the 
design. The Nabob of Onde entertained a double purpose] 
that of obtaining, if any thing waa to be seised, as great a 
■hare as poMibie of Bahsx or Bengal j and that ofwatjihlng 
his opportunity whils his ally and binaman was intent 
upon his expected acqolsitiani^ to seise by force or strata 
gem the fort of ATUhahii. The influenoe of the imperial 
name appeared to them of no wmari Importance in the war 
with Jafflar and as the prinoc^ who had fed into Bohil- 
oond, was soIlcitlDg them for proteebon, it was agreed to 
place him oetenafbly at the head of the entarprisa Pre- 
pnrabons were made and the Prince, having obtained 
frecu the Emperor legal investiture, as Sohabdar of Bengal, 

> cic®»,iL*Ts— ■o.n*— ai SMt wik»,ji.*au 
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CLIVE ATTACKS THE EMPEROR’S SON, 

Baliar, and Orissa, crossed the Carumnassa, a nvcr whicli BOOK IV 
bounds tbe pro^^nce of Babar, towards tbe conclusion of chap v 

tbe year 1758 From tbe exhaustion of tbe treasuiy when 

JaflBer was raised to the government, tbe gieat sums which 
be bad paid to tbe English, tbe difficulty of extracting 
money from tbe people, bis own negligent and wasteful 
administration, and the cruel and bratal character of bis 
son ileeran, Jaffiei was ill-prepared to meet a formidable 
mvasion From bis own rabble of lU-paid and mutinous 
soldiers, be was obliged to turn, and place aU bis hopes of 
safety in tbe bravery and skill of the Engbsb, whom, 
before tbe news of this impending danger, be bad been 
plottmg to expel Tbe Engbsb appear to have bad no 
foresight of such an event By tbe absence of tbe tioops 
in tbe N’ortbem Ciicars, tbeir force was so inconsiderable, 
and both they and Jaffier needed so much time to pi epare, 
that bad tbe invaders proceeded with tolerable expedition 
and skill, they might have gamed, without difficulty, tbe 
whole pi evince of Babar A blow bke this, at so cntical 
a penod, would have shaken to such a degiee tbe tottenng 
government of Jaffier, that tbe inciinent power of tbe 
Engbsb might have despaired of restoring it , and a mo- 
<. mentary splendour might agam have suirounded tbe 
throne of tbe Moguls 

The march of tbe Pnnce and his confederates towards 
Patna placed Eanyiaram tbe Govemoi between two dread- 
ful fires To Jaffier he neither felt, nor owed attachment 
But, joming tbe prmce, he risked every thmg, if Jaffier 
should succeed , adhering to Jaffier, be naked as much, if 
tbe pnnce should succeed. Tbe situation was calculated 
to exercise Hmdu dupbcity and address An appbcation to 
Mr Amyatt, tbe chief of the English factory, was tbe first of 
bis steps , fiom whom as he could receive no protection, 
be expected such latitude of advice, as would afford a co- 
lour to any measures be might find it agreeable to pursue 
It happened as be foresaw Mir Amyatt informing him 
that the English would remain at Patna, if assistance 
should amve , if not, would retire from tbe danger , frankly 
and sincerely instructed him, to amuse tbe pnnce as long 
as possible , but if all hopes of succour should fail, to pro- 
vide for bunself as events might direct Bamnaram 
studied to conduct himself m such a manner as to be able 
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IT to join wltli the gre*te«t adrontige the p*rt7 for whom 
T fortnne shoold dooUre. Ha wrote to Bengil iippcirtgning 
— foreocooQT irLdhoattheaftmapTiTatelyaent unaaeeogar 
to propitijite the Pnnoe. He wii even Indnced, when the 
Engibh of the ftctoiy bed retired down the nver to pay 
him a -mit m hie camp and the tnxjpe of the Pnoce 
might hare entered Flatna along with him- The oppor 
tnnity howerer wu lost and the ohaarratiom whloh the 
Hlnda made upon the Prinoe a camp and upon the oocm- 
aQa which gnided hlTn, indnoed hhn to ahnt the gataa of 
the city when ho mtomed, and to prepare for dafenoa. 

The hardihood of Olivo was aeldom ovoToome by 
Bcrtiplea, 7et the Emperor Aohimgeer was legHimata 
aorerelgn of Bengal and had nndoabiad nght to appoint 
hit eldest son to be hla depnty in thegovarnmeot of that 
province. To oppose vaa imdlagiiiaad rebellian- 

The Kngllah forces, a alender band, marched to Moor- 
ahodabad, and balcg joined by the beet part of Jaffier'a 
troops, oommanded Meeran, they admtoed towards 
Patna where PjTniw.hi had amnesd the prlnee by mea* 
ages and orertnrea aa long ae posBfblc^ and afterwirdi 
poaed him- Thoogh the atUdc was miaerably ooDdorted, 
a breaoh was mud a, end the oounge and reaonrcea of 
Hamnarain would hare been soon axhansted when in- 
toUigenoe reached the oatnp, that the Sobahdar of Ouile* 
'frtio waa on hia maroh with an army mnder pretence of 
joining the prmoe, had treacheronelj geixed the fortresa of 
ATkbabad. hlohammed KooOee Khan, whom the 
prinoe's aSklra were oondooted, and whose forces were his 

grtocs. B«hi«n caw a nCaAerlal. p *>, cAr«d to 

gnst Cka U»tr on tom*, tf Qmt noM aAWt btia hi momtif ha 

RfhCa. On «k>l sdt tubra l«r S vriimt eDMfti- vtact hUt'V*hcT 
nctbw B tbaThkh CU rt jwl od. or CaS whicfa b* thaw, It no^iDhtM 
tanury— JL 

hnioot (iMftlae c/ pelcT b«t M tf Cood ttUh. 9 t th* tmtr «tth 
Ha JsSer — •atfl 1 hy Ha itAna af t^«*r »Wi Vru,— 

lin pWpri tn htm ah S9d Sv iif tlM Oo- 

▼WBon tf th« P i UFT ta n voaM bm KJuii ted t* eonoWtr tta EBMfor «i in 
*oemj 0 hi had teogbl to dapowa thm tf thW Sohih^ Cwa, lajaiitt If 
tba taaefy tf etadieacf to laaindi, alio it Qm T« n an 

hajcirbheniiutir mhthoirxB vtn nrriwvtf naw bncMatf 
bi inaeiUo In fla prwwH tabioni. kr Cm Sbih-^i m art ajjujtilwl ty 
Ihi Lmpatr M ti ba dipitfT la ta«il.ial m CXw flooded to lla rrhai 
— nT f | m rrni m b iilai a bk hotccmA cr liu p aei bad tea nade frna 
AklM. Oi Ua cnrtnry tta Pilici ni tbira tr — irf u riM to hk ktlar 
&acQihlMpt«al,rbrrdDn,Oa Egjyaa*» wthe^hr 
ao ottiff aitirt miM atT« — tf riibt. liktf 

Caro L 
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entire suppoit, resolved to marcli immediatelj’- for tlie BOOK lY 
recoieiy or protection of Ins ovm dominions , and though chap i 

he was joined at four miles’ distance fiom the city by 

Law, who had hastened from Chutteipore with his 
handful of Frenchmen, and importuned him to i etiim to 
Patna, of which he engaged to put him in possession in 
two days, the infatuated Nabob continued his march, and 
being persuaded by the Subahdai of Oude to throw him- 
self upon his generosity, was hret made a iirisonei, and 
afterwards put to death 

"When Clive and lleeran appioached, the enemy had 
already departed from Patna , and the unhappy pnnce, the 
descendant of so many lUustnous sovereigns, the legal 
Subahdar of Bengal, Bahar, and Onssa, and the undoubted 
heir of the throne, once among the loftiest of the globe, 
was so bereft of friends and resources, that he was induced 
to write a letter to Chve, requesting a sum of money for 
his subsistence, and oftering in requital to withdraw from 
the province Upon these easy terms was Clive, by his 
good fortune, enabled to extricate himself from a situation 
of considerable difficulty Ramnarain obtained, or it was 
convenient to grant him, credit for fidelity , the Zemindars 
who had joined the pnnce hastened to make their peace , 
and Clive returned to Calcutta in the month of June ^ 

This was a fortunate expedition for Chve So un- 
bounded was the gratitude of Jaffier, that aftei obtaining 
for his defender the rank of an Omrah of the empire, he 
bestowed upon him, under the title of Jaghire, the whole 
of the revenue or rent which the Company m quality of 
Zermndar, were bound to pay for the terntory whicli they 
held round Calcutta. The grant amoimted to the enonnous 
sum of 30,000Z per annum " Chve’s Jaghire ” is an ex- 
pression of frequent recurrence, and of considerable weight 
in the History of India 

The Shazada (such was the title by which the eldest 
son of the Mogul was then distinguished in Bengal) was 
thus fortimately repulsed, and Colonel Forde with his 
troops was no less -fortunately returned fiom the south, 

' Scott’s History of Bengal, p 379—391 , Seer JlntaWiareen, toI li part ii 
p 42 — 89, Francklln's Shah Aalnin, p 8—11 , First Report of the Select 
Committee in 1772, Holn ell’s Memorial, p 2 — M ' 

To tliese may he added Life of Cllre, In nrlilch Ramnarain’s conduct is very 
differently represented, 1 410 — W 
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BOOK IT to join with the pre*t«l *dTBnUge the partjr for whom 
CHAP r fcrtime ehoold dedAre. He wrote to Bengal unpartaiung 

foraacoour tod heattheMme privatalj sent a maBsanger 

to propitiate the Prinoo. Ho waa eren Indaoed, when the 
Fjigiuh of the ^toiy bad retired down the rirer to paj 
him a Tiart in hia comp and the troope of the Pniioo 
might have entered I^toa along with him. The oppor- 
tmnty however vea lo*t and the obearvatlcmB whloh tht 
Bind n made up on the Piinoea oamp and upon the ocm> 
oDe which goided him, indnoed him to ahiit the gateo of 
the when he returned, and to prepare for defeooe. 

The hardihood of OLve waa teklom overoome by 
somplee. Tet the Emperor Aohungeer wa* legitunate 
oorereign of Bengal aad had nndoab^ right to appoint 
his eldest son to be hla depo^ in the goremment of that 
province. To CFppoae hmij waa midiagalsed rebelBon,’ 
The Engl lib forces, a alen^ band, marabed to Hoot 
ahadabad, and bemg joined by the beet part of Jaffier’a 
troopa, commanded by Ueertn, they advanced towards 
Patna where Bamnaram had amused the prince by mee* 
fiiges and orerturea as long aa posible, and afterwvds op< 
poi^ him. Though the attaok was miaerably oonduote^ 
a breach was made, and the courage and reaoaroos of 
Bamnaram would hare been aoon eihansted when io- 
telligenoe reached the camp, that the Sohahdar of Oude, 
who was on hia march with an army mnder pretence of 
joining the prinoe, bad ireaoharciualy seised the fortress of 
A Hah shad. Mohammed EooQee Khan, by whom the 
prince s adairs were eondnoted, and whoee foroee ware his 

Tbs Uchrtfl MBTO IN OUaarlal. p TV*ttmSlj cSind to 

mill tbs tfastr on toma, Utoer roold htaa to r iamia x Us 

rifbts. Ob *hxt adt tostto* tor to si Mwi t ivMigb. Oa srfaBt ddi poner 
vWtbvoN (bslvliicb Oh n^attad, v tost vhtob b* etoWB, to taon saboa 
taatoy— ;L 

ItmaM ^ctottoa of pollsr hot NN iS (poS tolto By (be tnahr alto 
Ibr JaStor as wQ aa ky tos tann sT toslr e opa si to a ttb hm,— tbs UnabA 
vcTvyMiRdto satot ktta acatato «0 aasitoi vtostsier aad tmrf tba Oo- 
Tsram of tos rieiLiui vooJd bsra amiptod to matte toa CBporor as an 
saowy tfbabad laoctotaOniaai^ Ibamoftoato Sctabt. EwsL. toj aBi( r tf 
tbs tboary oT etodtona to nDardvabs at tbs my Ml sT Eraite w do 
o*a BSstar esstd ba nrfad allb any ihov af raasaa. It vsdU aot 
ta aMfleaMa ta the ptosant tntoajM, Sar lbs siaVfarta was te pp^atad fay 
tos Loratrar to ba bis dsyotr la Ba^al^sad as Obra ptmlad to toa rrtaaa 
ttoaaalt do aCDBaakatioa ac bto laaiijaiali cr tiQiLijM bad faraa imta froaa 
D ^Tbt Ob tos tes Uaj y toa Piiaca vaa toara traatod aa refaal to hit litoar 
B*caBUBatptaad.toaretoR,tba Emasnr^ antooitoy Sr bis taantoca, and 
Dsatte Matte canid bars sftrM fatn tos nabtoaca am cTriflkt LUt of 
CttTa,L *».— W 



GOOD EOKTUNE OF THE ENGLISH. 


203 


entire support, lesolved to marcli immediately for the BOOK lY 
lecovery or protection of his own dominions , and though chap v 

he was joined at four mdes’ distance from the city by 

M Law, who had hastened from Ghutterpore with his 
handful of Frenchmen, and impoi'tuned him to i etum to 
Patna, of which he engaged to put him in possession in 
two days, the infatuated Nabob continued his maich, and 
being persuaded by the Suhahdar of Oude to throw him- 
self upon his generosity, was hrst made a prisoner, and 
afterwards put to death. 

When Clive and Meeran appioached, the enemy had 
already departed from Patna , and the unhappy prince, the 
descendant of so many lUustnous sovereigns, the legal 
Suhahdar of Bengal, Bahar, and Onssa, and the undoubted 
heir of the thione, once among the loftiest of the globe, 
was so bereft of friends and resources, that he was induced 
to write a letter to Chve, requesting a sum of money for 
his subsistence, and offering in lequital to withdraw from 
the piovince Upon these easy terms was Clive, by his 
good fortune, enabled to estncate himself from a situation 
of considerable difficulty Ramnarain obtained, or it was 
convenient to grant him, credit for fidelity , the Zemindars 
who had joined the prmce hastened to make their peace , 
and Chve returned to Calcutta in the month of June ^ 

This was a fortunate expedition for Chve So un- 
bounded was the gratitude of Jaffier, that aftei obtaining 
for his defender the rank of an Omrah of the empire, he 
bestowed upon him, under the title of Jaghire, the whole 
of the revenue oi rent which the Company in quahty of 
Zemindar, were bound to pay for the territory whicli they 
held round Calcutta. The grant amounted to the enoi-mous 
sum of 30,000Z per annum “ Chve’s Jaghire ” is an ex- 
pression of frequent recurrence, and of considerable weight 
in the Histoiy of India 

The Shazada (such was the title by which the eldest 
son of the Mogul was then distmguished in Bengal) was 
thus fortunately repulsed, and Colonel Forde with his 
troops was no less -fortunately returned fiom the south, 

1 Scott’s History of Bengal, p 379— 3D1 , Seer Jlntaklinrcen, vol 11 part 11 
p 42—89, FrancUin's Shah Anlum, p 8—11 , First Report of the Select 
Committee In 1772, Holn ell’s Memorial, p 2 — M ' 

To these may he added Life of Clive, In which Ramnaraln’s conduct is very 
aiffercntlj represented, i 410 — W 


*i>4 HiSTOBr OF DEITIBH INDIA* 

BOOK rv when the EnglUh were *l»rmed bj the HBTri of • grmi 
osAp T annamect, fitted out by the Datoh at BataTla, and deaboed 
- for Bengal. Tlie Pnleh -were not then at -wir iritb Eng- 

1"^ land, and being excited to copldity by the lofty reporta of 
the rich harreet lately reaped the Engllah in Bengal, 
poedbly auned at no more than a ahare of the aame ad- 
vantagea, or to balanoe before its irreeiatlble aecendenoy 
the inoreaaiog poirer of their rlvale. Hiey had reoerred 
enooaragoment from Jaffler bot tliat rtiler einoe the in- 
Taaioo of the Uogul prinoe, felt eo porrorftilly bla depend- 
enoe on the EngLah, that ^en qJled upon by the Englleh 
for the uee of hia antboriky and power be doret not 
deolino. In the month of Aogturi a Dutch ship arrlred in 
the nrer filled mtb troopa and thia waa apeedily fol 
lowed by aix more, the whole baTiog on board 700 Eoro- 
pecna, and 600 Ualaye To attach without prorocatlon 
the ahipB or troopa of a natkxi in frlendabip with this 
ooontry wu not regarded by Olre aa leas than a haaardone 
step. The adrantagea, howerer of standing withoafc a 
rird in l^ngal, ontwelghed hia appreheoalcicia he ob* 
tained an order of tb* oooiinanding the Dutch 

to leare the nror and, under pretanoe ^ eeonndmg 
hia anthonty reaolred upon hoetflitiea. The eeran ahipa 
aaoendad the nrer aa fiar aa a few milea below Oaloutta, 
and landed their trocpa, which were thence to maroh to 
the Dutch factory at Chlnaura. Clire detached Colonel 
Fordo with a foroe, oonalatlog of 300 Enropeana, 800 Be- 
poje, and about 100 of JafQer*i Caralry to intercept them 
and at the game tune oammanded thrw of the Oomponyh 
ahipa, fitted cat and maimed for the porpoee, to attach the 
Dutch East Indiamen. Colonel Forde by the dexterity 
and Buoceei of hia exphift, oonTorted H into one of tlm 
mo«t brilhaDt mcndents of the war ; and of the 700 Ed> 
ropeona, not abore fourteen were enabled to reach Ohin- 
fura, the rest being either tahen prlaoneta, or alatn. The 
attach upon the ahJpe wu equally anooeeafol after an 
engBgement of two houn^ aix of them were tahen, and 
the aerenth wu inieroepted 1^ two Eoglteh ahipe which 
lay further down the rlrer After thla heary blow the 
Dutch, to prerent their total eipulaion from Bengal, were 
contented to pot themaelvee in the wrong, by paying the 
expemea of the war and the irregularity of hia inter 
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ference made Clive well pleased to close the dispute, by BOOK IV 
lestonng to the Dutch their ships, with all the ticasiiie cilvp v 

aud effects The agieement with the Dutch v as ratified 

on the 5th of December , and Ch\e, vho for some montlis 
bad been meditating return v itli his fortune to Europe, 
resigned the goiernment early in Februar}", and sailed 
from Calcutta ' 

He left not the countrj in peace Meeran, before ho 
depai-ted from Patna, the preceding }ear, had sovm the 
seeds of a future war Ho treated with injustice some 
officers of considerable rank and influence , and no sooner 
was he g6ne, than a confederacy was formed between them 
and some neighbouring Zemindars to support the Sha<!ada 
m a fresh invasion Intelhgence of then designs had 
reached Calcutta before the contest with the Dutch was 
decided And the Nabob of Poorania, whom Meeran had 
already endeavoured to cut off by treachery, had taken 
the field, aud was expected to join the Mogul prince 

Colonel CaUiaud had been called from the Cainatic to 
take the command of the forces in Bengal, when Chve and 
Forde, who meditated simultaneous departure, should sail 
for Europe He arrived vith a remfoi cement of troops 
towards the end of November , and it was necessary that 
he should proceed to stop the menaced invasion without a 
moment’s delay He left Calcutta with a detachment of 
300 Europeans, 1000 Sepoys, and fifty artillery-men, -with 
SIX pieces of cannon, and arrived at Moorshedabad on the 
26th of December He v as joined by Clive on the 6th of 
Januaiy, who, having made his anangements with the 
Subahdar, or Nabob, set out after a week for Calcutta. 

Calhaud, being joined by 15,000 home and foot, and twenty- 
five pieces of cannon, of the Nabob, under command of 
Meeran, lesumed his march on the 18th 

In the meantime, the !Mahrattas, who had been incited 
by the Vizir, IJmad al mulk, to invade the provinces of 
Oude and Rohilcund, had been defeated and obhged to 
fly , while the powerful King of the AbdaUees was again 

> First Heport from the Select Committee In 1772, Holwell’s lUemorinl 
Calllaud’s Narrative The author of the Seer MntaXhareen wonders greatly 
what could he the reason of Clive’s quitting the government , a sentiment v erj 
natural to him, who well understood the pleasures of governing j but could 
not so easily conceive the passion of an Englishman to see lodged a princely 
fortune m his own country ' 
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BOOK IV on his maroli for the inrunon of HludaTton. Eidted by 
dur T the epproaob of foTToidable dinger^ the Yinr In a fit of 
— eiaaperatioo or daapalr ordered the morder of the Em- 

peror the wretohad Anlomgeer and the newt of thia 
tragical erent reached the flhanda, jost as he had peeeed 
the Cartminassa into the pnmnoe of Bahar Ha was ad 
Tised to assnme munedlately the state and title of Em 
paror to ooafar the oSoe of Vhdr upon Shnja-ad-dowU, 
the Kabob of Qod^ and to confirm Nnjeeb-ad-dowla in 
the office of Ameor ul Omrah. The majeety of the impe- 
rial throne, aod his tmdonbted title, bad an infiasnoe ^IH 
upon the minds of men. It was now clear and iibmedlate 
rebellioa to resiat him and whatever guilt coold be 
InTolmd m making war opon thedr rj^tfol sOT eiel gn, 
moat be motirred by thoae wbo anna against him. 

The EogUab bad alieady familiarised themaelTee with the 
idea of rebeHion in India j and the coosideration of legiti- 
mate aovereigoty thoagh the aorendgn would hare pur 
their protection by uaHrgJted gruts, appeus not 
to have aiiat^ a aeraple in a single breast. The new 
dignity howerer of Vuir cnQad npooi the Nabob of Onde 
for some exertioai in fiSToor of his sorereign and the 
faacmatkiu of the Imperial title was atm of force to oolleot 
arotmd htm a oonsiderable army 
The march of the EogUah was retarded by the necessity 
of settling terms with the Nabob of Poorania, who had 
enoamped on the left bank of the rirer betwetoi Moor 
shedabad and F^Ltoa, aod pro&wed a desire of remaining obe* 
dient to Jafiler provided the Enghah wonid engage forhia 
eecnrlty Thia negotiation wasted aeren days and in the 
meaninne the Emperor adranoed towards I\tna. Bam- 
narain, whom the aagamty of Alirerdi had selected to be 
deputy Gkivamor of Bahar on account of his "HT1 in 
mattera of finance, vaa destitute of mihtary talent# and 
ODuaidsnng his aituatloi^ under the known hatred of 
Jaffler aa exocedm^y precanoo^ he waa unwHliDg to lay 
out any of the wealth he byj acquired, in proriding for 
the defence of the country He waa stQI enabled to draw 
forth a respectable army rdnforoed by sorenty Europeans 
and a battalion 6f En glmh aepoya, oocmnanded by lien- 

It aitat»a«tmjiooi»aiay &nwnd o arnH T«wwe«ib*PT*e*dfaB«Baii 
ta ino,^T)i tat thh v wul t a 1» ta «asa»r«t»* 
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tenant Coclirane , and lie encamped under the walls, with BOOK IV 
a view to cmei the city Ho had leceived by letter the chap v 

strongest injunctions from Calhaud, on no account to 

hazaid a battle tiU Sleeran and he should anno An 
action, ho^\e^el, took place , the army of Eamuarain ■was 
attacked with imjietuosit} , some of his oftcei-s behai ed 
with treachery , his troops weie giiing way on all sides , 
and he himself was dangeioiisly piessed , i\hcn he sent an 
importunate request to the English foi immediate assist- 
ance The Lieutenant had advised him at the beginning 
of the action to place himself, foi the secuiity of his x^er- 
son, neai the English battalion , an advice with which his 
vanity did not peimit him to comply That officer 
marched to his relief without a moment’s delay , but he 
imiirudeutly divided his handful of tioops , they were 
unable to withstand the force of fiumbci-s a’l the Euro- 
pean officers of the Sepoys fell, when the Sepoys dispersed 
and were cut to pieces The Eughsh, who remained ahve, 
resolved to fight their way to the city , and such was the 
awe and terror which the sight of then courage inspued, 
that the enemy, not danng to lesist, opened instantly to 
the right and left, and allowed them to letire * 

Had the troops of the Emperor pushed on with vigour, 
immediately after this victory, when Eamuaiam was 

J The remarks of tbe Itogul nobleman, "srho -wns In Patna at the moment of 
the action, are amnsinc at least “ IVTiat remained of their people,” ho says, 

“ was rallied Doctor 'William Fullerton, a friend of mine, and possibly by 
some English officers vhose names I know not, nho ranged tliem In order 
again, and as one of their guns tv as to be left on the field of battle, tliej found 
means to render it nseltss and of no avail, by thrusting a lorge needle of iron 
into its e^e The other being in good condition, they took it vitli them, 
together with its ammunition , and tliat handful ot men had tho courage to 
retire In the face of a victorious enemy without once slirinking from tlieir 
ranks During their joume) , the cart of ammunition chanced to receive somo 
damage , the Doctor stopped uncoucomedly, and after having put it in order, 
he bravel} pursued his route agniu, and It must be acknowledged, tliat this 
nation s presence of mind, firmness of temper, and undaunted bravery, are 
past all question They Join tlie most resolute courage to the most cautions 
prudence , nor have they their equals in the art of ranging themselves in 
battle array, and llglitlug In order if to so many military qualifications they 
knew how to join the arts of govemtnent. If they showed a concern for tlie 
circumstances of the husbandman and the geutieman, and everted as much 
ingenuity and solicitude in relieving and easing the people of God, as they do 
In whatever concerns their military affairs, no nation in the world would be 
preferable to them, or prove woitoier of command But such is the little 
regard which the\ show to the people of these kingdoms, and such their apathy 
and indifference for tlieir welfare, that tiie people under their dominion groan 
everywhere, and are reduced to poverty and distress Oh God 1 come to the 
assistance of thine afflicted servants, and deliver them from the oppressions 
they suffer” Seer JIutakhareen, U 101 
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BOOK rV sererely wcumded, hli mny panlo-^troak and disperaed, 
aup T and the city irithoat defe^er*, they might hare taken 
■ - Patna trith the greatert eaee. Bnt they employed them- 
aetTes in raraging the open country and In receiving mee- 
■engers and orerture* from Thunnaraltt till the Idth of 
February vhen they learned that HeeAn and the Fn gllnh 
were diatairt from them bot twenty-eight Tnibw. The re- 
aolution waa taken to march *T>d engage them the nor* 
day the two armiee approached. Colonel Oalhatid nrged 
immediate attack but Ueenn and hia astrclogen fonnd 
t>ia± the etan would not be faTourable before the SSod. 
Fariy on the marmog of that day Oalhand was in motion 
bat before he could reach the enemy the day was so far 
spent, by the inaufferahle delays, as he himself oom- 
pl^TT*, of Ueeran • march,** that, wishing to hare thne 
before him, he was unwilling to engage till the following 
morning. The enemy however advanced, and CalUaod 
drew up hia men between two TjUagta which corerod both 
bis flanks, adriimg Ueeran to form a second line, the whole 
of which, except the two winga, would hare been covered 
by the English and the villsgee. But though this was 
agreed upon, be otnrded his army upon the right, and, 
m spite of the moat p i e aring and repoted soliaitntioitB 
presented to battle a body of lfi,000 men, with a front of 
•OKToely 900 yards m a tumuHuous unformed heap,” V7ith 
a feigDed appearanoe of directing the nrln attack upon 
the English, the enemy advanced with the beat jwt of 
tbrir army against Meeran, who in shout ten minutes 
began to give way Colooel Calliaud, hower er marched 
with a battalion of Sepoys to bis aid, and immediately 
decided the fate of the day The Bepoja drew up within 
forty ^wrds upon the enemy a flank, and having poured m 
a couple of fires, advanced with the bayonet, when the 
enemy recoiled upon one soother and fell into oonfusioii, 
and, Itelng obliged with Ueeran a cavahy dispersed end 
fled. Calliaud was eager to pnrvue, but Meeran, who TtH 
received a tnfliog wound in the battle, preferred an in 
terval of ease and pleasure at Frimu He would not even 
permit the aemoe to be performed without him and 
thoo^ Calliaud offered to proceed with his own troops 
akne, if onlj a few hon^ which he earnestly entreat^ 
were granted him, he found all he oould urge without 
avafl. 



Tin: KMi’cnoH MARcnns roii bcngal. 20a 

Tin' i:m|ioror floil Die ‘^nnio inglit tol’i]inr,n fo^\n nl)oiit HOOK IV 
ten miles from the field of Inttle Iloro n meisiiro ol groat him ^ 

promise suggo'-ted itself to lea\e Mecrin niul the ]:ng- 

Iisli behind nnd, marching \\nfh the utmost expedition 
to Bengal, surprise Moor^hcdalnd, nnd tnko the Nabob 
prisoner It wrs the 20th of tlio month before Moernn 
could lie prcMiilcd ujion to abandon the indulgences of 
Patna, when he and the llnglish marched towards Bihai, 
and were surprised to Ic irn that (he cnenu hadalrcah 
performed two marches lowaixls Bengal The sliongest 
inotuoi. jirosscd for despatch the English embarked in 
boats, and along with "Mcorau’s ci\nir\ in three daas o\c.- 
took the foe, who adopted a bold nnd jiohtic resolution 
No longer able to jirocccd along the rner, the Emperor 
directed liis march across the mount uns , nnd Calhniid 
still resolved to follow his steps The route was long and 
difficult, and it was near the end of .March before tiio 
Emperor emerged on the plains of Bengal, about thirty 
miles west from Moorshedahid During (his interval, in- 
tclligenco was in sufiicient liinc received bj .Taflior to 
enable him to collect an annv and obtain a hod> of 200 
Europeans from Calcutta hut the Empeior was joined In 
a bodv of Mahrattas, who had latclj biokcn into that 
part of the comitrj' , nnd had he rapidly attacked tho 
Nabob, he still enjojed, in tho opinion of Callinnd, Iho 
fairest prospect of success But he lingered till JIccran 
and the English joined the Nabob on the -Jtli of April , 
and on the 7th, when they advanced to attack him, ho sot 
hro to Ills camp and fled Callinud again urged foi cavalry 
to pursue, and again was absolutelj icfused 

One object of hope was even jet reserved to the Em- 
peror By the precipitation wnth which his puisiicrs had 
followed him, Patna was left in a misci-able state of defence 
Could be return with expedition, and nnticiiiate the aim al 
of succoui, it must fall into his hands At tins verj time 
M Law, with his small body of Frenchmen, passing that 
capital, to join tho Emperor, who had again invited him 
from Chitterjioi e, threw it into tho gieatcst alarm It w as 
almost entirely destitute of the means of defence , but 
Law was ignorant of its situation, andpioceeded to Bahar, 
to wait for tho Emperor At this time the Naib of Poo- 
rania took off the mask, espousing oiionly the cause of the 
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BOOK rv Emperor and li*d he eeued the presBut opportanity of 
onir T marohlng to lUzia, cothlog oonld have proventod It from 
■ — ■ falling into hlfl honda. csertlona, howerer of TUm- 

1760- narain^ of the gentlemeii of the Enjlleh factory had 
ooUooted, before the Emperor wm able to aniTe, e enffl- 
ment body of defenden to seoore the inty agalnet the flnt 
imprcaaion and Oolonel OalUaod, who foreaaw the danger 
formed a detaduoeni of 200 ohoew EaropeanH, and a bat- 
talion of 8epoyi,ofwhloh he g&re theoooimaiidto Captain 
Enox, and com mao dad them to maroh with the ntmoat 
expedition to Patna. Ihe Emperor had lost no time In 
oommenolDg the aiege and after eareial day* of Tigorcroa 
operation, donng whioh Ur FoBarton, the Kngliah Bor 
geon, azwl Ha^ Bhitabroy had dlatingoimhed themaelrBS 
pecollariy within the waUa, Law attemiited an aaeanli, 
Though repolaed, he, In two days, renewed the attempt j 
and, part of the wall being demoUahed, the rampart waa 
•oaled. The enomy were atiD oompeDed to retire j bat 
the dty woj now thrown into the greatoet alarm a re- 
newed ananlt wu expeoted the following mght ; and 
Bcaroely a hope wu entertained of Ita being withatood 
when Oaptain Enox, with a dying party wu seen 
proao^ung the waBa. He had pe^ormed the manh firom 
Koortbedabad to Fatita, under the bcroingbeet of a Ben gal 
eon, in the extraordinary ipaoe of thirteen days, hunaelf 
maroh ing on foot, u an eiamplo and enoonragoment to 
the men. That rery night the Captain reconnoitred the 
enemy’a camp in peraon and next day watching the 
boar of aftenmooe repoae^ aorprued them when aaleep, 
and drove them from thedr wotka, to whioh they never 
returned. 

While the Emperor oonadoua of hla weoknoei, with 
drew to the neighbourhood of Teekaury waiting the raeult 
of hie appUoattons to the AbdaBee Bhah, wbo wu now 
oommaodmg, frocn the aoolant seat of the Mogul govern- 
ment, the whole of the upper provinoee of Hindavtan, the 
Naib or Deputy Goremor of Poorania bad ooUeotod hli 
army and wu on the maroh to join >iim. To counteract 
his deaigiia, the Eoghsh army under CalUaud, and that of 
Jaffier under Meeran, randaxroueed at Eaje-mahl, oo the 
23d cf May They moved upwards on the one aide of the 
river the Nafb adranahig oo the other j and orden were 
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forwarded to Captain Knox to cross over from Patna, and BOOK TV, 
hai-ass his march till the main army should arrive , while cmvp v 

his boats, which were not able to ascend the nver so fast 

as he marched, were overtaken and seized. Captam Bmos 
amazed the inhabitants of Patna by declanng his resolu- 
tion, as soon as the enemy appeared, of crossing the nver 
with his handful of men and giving them battle Part of 
Ramnarain’s troops were placed imder his command , but 
as the enterprise appeared to them an act of madness, 
they formed a determined resolution to have no share m 
it Raja Shitabroy having between two and three hun- 
dred men m his pay, with whom he had performed im- 
portant services in the defence of Patna, jomed the Cap- 
tam with a real disposition to act Two hundred Euro- 
peans, one battalion of Sepoys, five field-pieces, and about 
300 horse, marched to engage an army of 12,000 men, with 
thirty pieces of cannon Arrived within a few miles of 
the enemy, Knox proceeded in the dark to the quarters of 
Shitabroy, to commimicate his design of surprising the 
enemy’s camp during the mght he found that gallant 
associate fully prepared to second his ardour , the tioops 
were allowed a few hours for repose , and a little after 
midmght they began to march The gmde havmg missed 
his way from the darkness of the mght, they wandered till 
within two hours of day-break, and havmg lost the time 
for attacking the enemy by surprise, abandoned the 
design They had laid down their arms, and prepared 
themselves for a httle repose, when the vanguard of the 
enemy appeared. The gallantry of Knox allowed not a 
moment’s hesitatiou He took his ground with skdl , and 
though completely surrounded by the enemy, repulsed 
them at every pomt , sustained a conflict of six hours, m 
which Shitabroy fought with the gieatest activity and re- 
solution , and havmg compelled them at last to qmt the 
field, pursued them tdl night ’ 

I The author of the Seer Mutakhareen, •who had a distant -view of the battle 
from the walls of Patna, describes, with much effect, the alternation of hopes 
and fears which affitated the inhabitants, ns the varlons reports of the battle 
reached the city, or the tokens which came to their ej es and their ears were 
•varlouslj interpreted At last, he says, ‘ when the daj was far spent, a note 
came to Hr Amyattfrom Cap'^ain Knox, which mentioned that the enemy was 
defeated and flying This intelligence w as sent to all the principal men of the 
city, and caused a deal of joy I went to the factory to compliment the gentle- 
men, -when in the dusk of the evening Captain Knox himself crossed over, and 
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BOOK lY In oon»eqneiMa of tlil« dafett, tlifi Nalb postponed his 
CHAT r r»oIatIoa of joining the Emperor tad mn^wl towards 

the north. In « few d*j« Calhand and llcenn croesod 

the Ganges to pursoe him, and, as his army was anonm 
bered with baggage and artillerj soon crrertoolc hnn. He 
immediately formed hla hue, as if to engage but onload 
ing the treasore, and the moat rahiabls part of the bag 
gaga, putting it upon eamalw and elephants and shir- 
mkhing only tQl the Fn glkh came up, he marched away 
with gr^ eipediiion, leaving his heavy baggage and artil- 
lery behind. The rains were now set in with unusual 
ndanoe, yet Oalliaod, animated by the reports of the rich 
Measure (the English were oredulous on the subject of 
treasure) whidi the Kafb oamed in hie train, resolved to 
tt>«Va the utmost exertions to overtake him before he 
ooold reach the foresta and moimtalna. lbs poiauit bad 
bsen eanbousd four days, when during the night of the 
Sad of July wtloh proved oioeedlngiy tempeetuous, the 
tent of Ueenn was strocfc with lightning and he, with all 
his atieodsot4 was LiOed on the spo^ The death of 
their leader is, to an Indhm army the dgoal to disbaod. 
The probaMhty ot this event, whlbb w^d deHrer the 
province of Bahar into the hs^s of the Emperor strode 
the Fng ilah oemmsodar with the utmost alaim His whole 
attention was now oooapied in keqring the army together 
tni re-oonduoted to Pabia, toward which he marched with 


esM vltti 8kit&Wci7 k bfi «<(iir«>7 Tter w* c0T«td vth Sou «i>d 
(Twt. nw CnCcW On CBT« vena 4«al] cT Um kallk^nd tM fTFctm 
an ei juJaiM ea Stkalra^ naL ae U iS y aad alcnr H mtVTiI 

tnMB, TSa k n*! lu«ak I Dratr mv nd IU»^ n aj QW. A Sv 
wma u tv attar Rirarmam vw Istradortd. U kal tn bk c t mm aj ttftk 
Untapka KaaDea nan. anS Catval W flaa aly Kh mbs ecW pmo U 
V ’ m aa m ’W ’rta, oa Warm^ rf thaanml oC thaaa tva sen, M ikcVed W 
ttahkiay and <■ iiWik tfaea aleea «bqM aot tWp bafaarlms Oat tWy Pad 
neanad tivD ttw amratiiw , ao kr vara Osj tnm aacoftnn that fev 
hna df adi k na cnld dcSst vfcela arnr ifer c<*ld ther ba Bad* to 
halrra (kEpr*»e ai the:f vara vtth Badx MtaM) that n juiaaial tr ecoid 
q«a kb tnar *0 omeenadtj enlaw ba hed taalrad m rSveaM per 
ve«U tUm » vkit Ur Xmtjitt rrwaWdlj Kd, ta twrkea R m in m i n aad 
•kan ed thatr otiataka. Saar Maavtaraaa, B. m. 

OaTluad, m ttdi nrca^iju^ tpo. fnauArtaa baarllr af Uami Tba juMX 
Kibok and tba truefa teS a rfd In thia akh mh k tn QMtr f «»«’ iPBBaer. kjitks 
klxva DOa la fba nsr Par erar ewe asda nWhs to anitas Um uicbdCu 
Ikd ha M a4td Ki tbb aeeB>da v^ Ilia teaat ffttruxa of avoit, t*d 

Wh v'tn wmUanca af eabUBf, thaaflUrsMt hmrmad Bor 

roald Oiddaa Uanak Khaa ar Ida ti a aaui a feara aa emjrd . QalUaraJ' 
XaraOta, p. H. 



su 


HISTOBT OF BBlTIflH INDIA 


BOOB IT 

aOAT T 


1750 


exlumBted treunirj ui exhuisted ooiint;i7 aod Tut «d- 
gtgements to diwlutg^ h« wms nrged to the eeFcroet 
eiftotiona whflo the profiiaicai with which he WE»ted hie 
inuure upon hli own penoo, *tiH eome unworthj ftroor 
iteo, wu ni oeleoiated to soothe the wretched people, under 
the privstioDi to which Uu^ were oompeOedL Ihe omel- 
tlee of which he end Ueenn were guiltj tiuule them objeota 
of generel detectotian the negligmoe, disorder sod wedc 
oeae of their gOTemnent, expoeed them to contempt tod 
their troops, slwsje mutinoas from the length of thsir 
arresn, threatened them e verj moment with fstel exti^ 
mitiea When the news errired tt Uoorehedsbad of the 
death of Meerut, the troop* sarronnded the ecsled 

the waIIb, and threatened the Nabob with mstant death ; 
nor were the/ In aH prohabOlt/ prerenied from oxeoutlng 
their menace*, otherwise than b/ the Icterferance of Meer 
Oaaim, his soo-in-law who, on promlae of auooocdiDg to 
the place and proepeote of Meeran, dkoharged a part of 
their arrears fr^ his own treasor/ and iiniaoed them to 
aooept of JalSer s eogagaments to pe/ the irimle within a 
limited tfTTM- 

When Ohre realgned the goremment of Bengal, i rained 
of leaving the eleratiao to the nhip In the evtabllahed 
order of enooeeaian, hJa inflnsTKie was soocwaafiill/ exerted 
to procure the nomination of Hr Tanalttart, who wa* 
ashed from iladraa. Ur HoIwSh, on wboee pretcnaiona 
there hod been ncdent debate* in the Court of Directon, 
was promoted to the office In Tlrtue of hi* tenlont/ till 
Jul/ when Mr TansHtart arriTed. Th* now govomor 
foond the teasur/ at Osleutta empt/ the Bn glfh troope 
st Patna on the Tery brink of mutm/ and deserting in 
mnltitadea for want of pa/ the I^vaideocie* of Madras 
and Bomba/ tatslt/ dependent upon Bengal for pecuniar/ 
reeource* the pruTisloa of an InTcatmont actuall/ aua- 
pended the income of the Compan/ scaroel/ sufficient 
for the current expanse* of Csioutta the ahowanoe paid 
by the Nabob for the troop* sereral months in arreor j 
sod the attainment of that, as well as of a largo balance 
upon bis first agreemeuta, totahy hopeleas. Some change 
hy which the rorecn* of th« Compeny could be on 

a lerel with th e ir expeDdituro, was IndlspensaU*.' They 


^ n* tb0 Wdl »«»i famdi 

Sr ufrcjtaf a, Ddw the ifrdWDSeti oC li ji ll iM Vtnrl ly Sali*aid 
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BOOK IV cmI Hr T»iiaitt«i 'w»Tored- il«r Gmuh, who oonld bo 
COAT T aafii BO longer m the powor of Jtffier ejnWmed egiirat 

the perfidj of mAhnig not fulfilling tn engegeoient 

I M- »Bch M that which was oostraoted between thm uxl 
formed hia reeolatlon of Joioing the Emperor with all hi» 
treaemo and troops “nie rtsolntioo of Mr VanaUart 
was at last oonfimed and a ihrocmble moment was 
ohoean for occop/mg the palaoe of Jaffler with the troops. 
When a«ired that no deeigra against hts person or 
aoihorrtj were eGtertaioed) that nothing was proposed 
bejond a reform of hia goremmenb m the hands of his 
Boo-in-law who would aot as his depotj he replied, with 
dtadaJn, that he was no stranger to the meaning of snoh 
langoage and too weD acquainted with the oharaoters of 
men, portleolaiij that of hia eondn-law to be in doubt 
respe^tng the oonaeqaenocB. He penmptonlj rehised to 
remain a ram pageant of rojaltj and desired permlaaion 
to retire to (^ootta, to lead a private life under the 
V-ngHah proteotioa.' 

When the petsoolarj dlstra»ea of the Compacj’s go> 
renunent, and the enonnoos cHsekBuree in t!^t of the 
Kabob, were under the deliboraticai of the board at Oal* 
outta, there was but one opinion awteemin g the neeeaaitj 
of some Important dianga. To reet Meer Haji-mi with the 
power requisite for reforming the goremment of the 
Nabob, waa the plan approved of nnanimcFaslj in the 
Select Committee. The foroe which might be neceaaarj 
to sobdue iua relnoUnoe was provided and though It was 
not anticipated that be would resign the gorenunent 
rather than compl7 the step which that reaolntlon made 
ncrraaary was a nstmal eonseqaenoe and was without 
heaitatioQ deoreed. When Mr Yanslttart returned to 
Calcutta oo the 7th of November he found there were 
pertoDB bj whom those messuree were no means ap- 
proved. Mr Verelet and Mr Smyth, two members of the 
Council, who were not of the Bel^ Oommittee, entered a 
minute OD the 8th, in whinh they complained that a mea- 
sure of so mneh Impartanoe had not been submitted to 

FtntB«pCTtWnsOMXBtt1r«laimi TtatmfnKnnltw, L It— »1| 
Bc^nlTi UcBortil i SenAMi'i Otawnltti ae TeaH un ’i KutsU i Vo 
Letttrt* thi rr ov r*rte>m«f hSta Btwk fci ta*»tT t» 8ei»ftBa | 
\mw et tS« llajcliih OoTtnmot !■ HcntU i Bmr &. 

e(atriUM.WBe^aUS.lBB— Ul 
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BOOK IT friendi ■were tortured to maka oonfettdan of hidden tre* 
caiT T ruree his life wu onlj for the moment spared, lest the 
■ imtigna tiim of the EngHah ahooM be too riolently roueed 

and after all, the quanti^ of treasnre erhioh be was fonod 
to pooaea tm malgnifloant, a sum berel/ aafficdeot for 
the daHj eipensei of hla goTamment. 

Ihla waa the fatal error of Mr Vanalttarf a adminlatr*' 
tion beoaoee it eitmgolahed among the natires of rank 
all Qonfidenoe in the Engliah protection ; and becanse the 
enormitj to frhioh, lo thu instanoe, he had lent hk sop- 
port, created an opinion of a weak or a corru pt partial!^ 
and diminished the weight of bia interference when the 
Nabob was reaOy the party aggnered. For now began 
the memormble disputes between the Nabob and the Com- 
panj*e aerrlee about the internal trade and, at the aame 
timw, Boch ohangee were prodnced In the Ooonoil at CUlcat- 
ta, aa impaired oooaiderahly the Oovemor's power These 
ehangea oonatftttte an incadent in the hiatory of the Com 
panj the metnoty of whloh la of peooHar importance. 

Just before Colonel CUre rsaigned the goremmant in 
Bengal, the 147th twagraph of one of the last of the de*- 
patohea, to whioh be affixed his name, addressed the 
Court of Dtrecton hi the foDowing terms — Haring follj 
spoken to erety branab of jonr adalrs at this Preeddsnoy 
Tmder their eatabhahed beads, we cannot, oonsktimt wi^ 
the real anxiety we feel for the futnre welfare of that 
recpeotable body from whom yon and we are in tmit, oloae 
this addreM witbont expostulating with freedom on the 
tmproToked and general aspenty of your latter ptr Pnna 
fftwy ywfirt, Our seotlments on heed, wlD, wo doubt 
not, acquire additional weight, frtBn the oonaidaratksi of 
of their being suhaciTbed by a m^ority of yocr OooiKin, 
who are, at this rery penod, quitting yoor serrioe, and 
eonaequently Indepeodent and dkhitereBted. Permit ns 
to aay that the diction of your letter Is moat unworthy 
yoarseJTea and us, In wbateW relation oonsldarwl, either 
as mastflTB to serrants, or gentlemen to gentlemen. Mere 
inadrertenaes, and oasnal negleota, ariung from an un- 


TtMtUnn Karrmtfn. L 141— SH; Tbi crrUtace el Cdm ■ 
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avoidable and most complicated confusion m the state of BOOK IV. 
your affairs, have been treated m such language and sen- ciiap v 
timents, as nothing but the most glaiing and premedi- - ■ ■ ' ' — 
tated faults could warrant. Groundless informations have, 
without further scrutiny, borne with you the stamp of 
truth, though proceeding from those who had therein ob- 
viously then own purpose to serve, no matter at whose 
expense These have recen ed from you such countenance 
and encouragement, as must most assuredly tend to cool 
the warmest zeal of your servants here and everj”- whei e 
Ise , as they will appear to have been only the source of 
general reflections, thiown out at random agamst your 
faithful seivants of this Presidency, in various parts of 
your letter now before us, — faithful to httle purpose, — if 
the bieath of scandal joined to pnvate pique or private 
or personal attachments, have power to blow away in one 
hour the merits of many years’ services, and depiive them 
of that rank, and those rising benefits, which are justly a 
spur to their integrity and apphcation The little atten- 
tion shown to these considerations in the mdiscnmmate 
favours heaped on some individuals, and undeserved cen- 
sures on others, viU, we apprehend, lessen that spirit of 
zeal so verj"^ essential to the well-being of your affairs, and, 
consequently, in the end, if continue^ prove the destruc- 
tion of them Pnvate views may, it is much to bo feared, 
take the lead here, from examples at home , and no gen- 
tlemen hold your service longer, nor exert themsehes 
further in it, than their own exigencies requiie This 
being the real present state of your sernce, it becomes 
strictly our duty to represent it m the strongest light, or 
we should, with little truth, and less projiriety, sub- 
scribe oursohes, 

“ Jlay it please your Honours, 

“Your most faithful servants, 

“ Robert Ceive, 

“J Z Holw'ell, 

“ Wm, B Sujixer, 

"■\V M'Guire.” 

The Company were even then no stringers to what they 
have become better acquainted with the longer thej ha\ o 
acted , to that which, from the very nature of their au- 
thority, and from their local circumstances, it was evident 
von. iiL Q 
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BOOK, rv Itey nrost cipcrienoe ^ diiT«g*pd of ihftir ordera, irhen 
CHAP T ooatnrj to the Intereeta or paadons of tbelr somnta 
■ ■ " ' bat aa they nerer beftrro had a Borrant of anoh high pro- 

tenaiona, and bo aadaoioua a cbaxaoter aa Chve, they had 
neTorbefoTB been treated with ao mnchoontniDelyiiiTorda. 
‘They were mored acoardingly to reaent it highly In the 
Twy firat paragraph of thdrgwieral letter to Bangal,dated 
the Slat January 1701, they «lc!, We hare taken 
under oor moat aoHooa oonaideTation the general letter 
from our late Praaldent aodooancll of Fort William, dated 
the S&th Beoambor 17^ and many paragnpha ^erem 
oontaining groas InmltB upon arwl Indignitlea ofrered to 
the Coort of Dtrootow tending to the subreralcrn of our 
anthority orer our aervanta, and a diaaolntioD of all order 
and good goremmecrt in the Company'a afi'tiia to pot an 
tmmedlaie atop the r e fo re to thiw enl, we do poaltiTTily 
order and direct, that. Immediately upon reoei^ of this 
letter all thoae peraona abU remaining in the Cozopany'B 
aerrloe, who algned the ea!d letter rU. Mt— d e u ra John 
Zepbanlah HolweQ, OhaHea StafTord Flaydell, Wniitin 
BrightweR Samoer and WRhazo hI'Qmre, be diffniiaaed 
from the Oompany’a aerrioe and you are to take care that 
they be not permlttod, on any eo^deratioD, to oontioua 
in India, but that th^ are to be aent to Fogland by the 
firat ablpB which return home the aame Beaaon yoc reoeire 
thk letttf 

The djamiiBftl of wfaioh thli letter waa the ngsal, not 
only gave a m^ority In the OotmoQ to the party by whom 
Yanaittart was oppoeed but eent Mr EHia, the moat in* 
temperate and artdtnuy of all hie opponent to the chief 
nhip of the factory at Patna. He treated the Nabob with 
the moat meiiltlng alra of authority and broke through 
all reepeoi for his gorenunent. So early aa the month of 
January be gave hie orden to the oommaoder of the troope 
to aeke and keep pneaner one of the Nabob a ooQeoiora, 
who had railed some dlffloultiee in pennittliig a quantity 
of opium, the private property of one of the Company*! 
•ervanta to poae doty free aa the proportr of the Company 
Ihia outrage the diecretlan of the (^cer avoided, by aua* 
TWiding obedience to the order and aending a letter to the 
Nabob, to rodroaa by hia own authority whatever might 
appear to bo wrong About the aame time another eerrimt 
of the Nabob, a of high oonnexloDa and mfiaene^ 
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'purcliased for tlie Nabob’s use a quantity of nitre But BOOK IV. 
the monopoly of the saltpetre trade had been conveyed to chap t 

the Company Though an exception in favour of the 

Nabob to the extent of his own consumption was, from 
standing usage, so much understood, that to express it 
had appeared altogether useless and vain, this pui chase 
was converted by Mr EUis into such an mvasion of the 
Enghsh rights, that the- Nabob was not to be consulted in 
the punishment of his own servant The unfortunate man 
was seized, put m irons, and sent down a prisoner to 
Calcutta, to receive whatever chastisement the Council 
might direct It requiied the utmost address and power 
of the President to get him sent back to be punished by 
his master As to sending him back for the purpose of 
ascertaming whetner he was guilty or innocent, that was a 
preliminary which it would have been absurd to propose. 

Some of the Council insisted that he should be publicly 
whipped at Calcutta , others, that he should have Ins ears 
cut off Not many days after these violent proceedings, 

Mr EUis, having heari^ by vague report, that two Enghsh 
deserters were concealed m the fort of Mongeer, despatched 
a company of Sepoys, with orders to receive the deserters, 
or to search the fort The Governor declared that no 
Europeans were there , and for ampler satisfaction earned 
two officers of the Company roimd the fort Erom appre- 
hension, however, of some evil design, or from a very 
plain pnnciple of rmhtary duty, he refused without orders 
to admit a body of armed men, shut the gates, and 
thieatened to fire upon them if they approached the walls 
This Ml EUis treated as the highest excess of insolence, 
and obstinately refused to withdraw the Sepoys tiU they, 
had searched the fort By these lepeated invasions of his 
government, the pnde of the Nabob was deeply wounded. 

He complained to the President in bitter terms , and with 
reason declared that the example, which was set by the 
servants of the Company, of trampling upon his authoiity 
deprived him of all digmty m the eyes of his subjects, and 
rendered it vam to hope for their obedience Aftei a dis- 
pute of three months, durmg which Elhs was supported 
by the Council, the difference was compromised, by the 
Nabob’s consentmg to admit any person to search the fort 
whom Mr Vansittart should name , when Lieutenant Iron- 
side, after the stnetest mvestigation, was convmced that no 
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BOOK rv Enrope*n •wii*ljqeTer aioept ui old Franoh idtiIbJ, whoM 
CMAT T freedom Mr Haetlngi procored, hid been m the fort 

• Hitherto Meer Ciahn h4d conducted hla goTe m ment 

mth no orduary mooeBB. He h*d reduced to obedience 
aR the rebellioaB Zemmdan. 'Wlitt ina of stin greater 
importance, he had, ae was declared by the Freeident, In 
hia minute of the SSnd of Maroh, 1763, discharged the 
whole of hli pecuniary obTIgatanna to the Engiiah and 
aatiafied both his own and hia predeoeasor a troopa.* He 
had extorted money with ozisparing handa from the Ze- 
mindars and other fanotlanaiiea> In the depart- 

ment of hia gove r nment, he waa olear-aighted, vigilant, 
and geT ar e. He bad introdnoed a strict eoonomy without 
appearance of aTirias, in hia whole expenditure and he 
had made oonalderable piugitaa in new-modelling «J>d Im 
pmalng hls aimj when the whole internal economy of 
hia gurecument become inTolred In diaorder by the pre- 
^ itmtirriA of the Oompany'a aerTaDt& 

In India, aa under moat tmolTillsed gu T v ff u nenU, the 
tramit of goods within the country was made Bulged to 
duties and upon aQ the raada and niTigable nrars, toQ* 
houaea, or cnatom-b cua ea, (in the language of the ocontry 
eiei^) were erected, whl^ had perwer of rtoppingthe goods, 
tm the duties were lerlad. By the rude arid opprasdre na- 
ture of the gorernment these oostom bouses were exceed 
in^y multiplied { andinlongcamsgesthehuioirvenienceaf 
numerooBstoppageeandpayiDenUwasTeTyteTere. Asinall 
other departinanta of the g o r efam ect, ao m this, there was 
nothing regular and fixed the duties varied at difTerect 
times and diSerant |daoes and a wide avenue was always 
open for the extortion of the coDeotora. The Internal 
trade of the country was by these caoses anttpet to 
ruinous ohatructioDa. 

Ibe English Company had at an early period availed 
themselrei of a favourable opportunity to aohoit exemp- 
tion f rom soch oppressive interniptions and expense 
the ruleii of the country who felt in their revenues the 
benefits of foreign oommeroe^ granted a p/ttraun by which 
the expert arid import trade of the Company was oom- 
plotely relieved, as both the goods which they imported 
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•were allowed to pass mto the intenor, .and those ■which BOOK IV. 
they purchased m the interior for exportation were allowed chap v 

to pass to the sea without either stoppage or duties A 

certificate, signed by the English President, or chiefs of 
factories, (in the language of the country a diistv^l), shown 
at the toll-houses or chokeys, protected the property The 
Company, however, engrossed to themselves the import 
and export trade between India and Europe, and hmited 
the private trade of their servants to the busmess of the 
country The benefit of this exemption therefore accrued 
to the Company alone , and though attempts had been 
sometimes made to extend the piotection of the Com- 
pany’s dustuck to the trade carried on by their servants m 
the mterior, this had been always -vigorously opposed by 
the Subahdars, both as defraudmg the public revenue, and 
mjuimg the native merchants 
No sooner had the English acquired an ascendancy m 
the government by the dethronement of Suraj-ad-dowla, 
and the elevation of Meet Jaffier, than the servants of the 
Company broke thiough the restramts which had been 
imposed upon them by former Subahdars, and engaged 
largely in the mtenor trade of the country At fii’st, how- 
ever, they earned not their pretensions beyond certam 
bounds , and they paid the same duties which were levied 
on the subjects of the Nabob It appears not that dming 
the admimstration of Chve, any of the Company’s ser- 
vants, unless clandestmely, attempted to trade on any 
other terms According, however, as they acqmred expe- 
nence of their power over the government of the country, 
and especially after the fresh and signal mstance of it, the 
elevation of a new sovereign in the person of Meer Casim, 
the Company’s dustuck or passport, which was only entitled 
to protect the goods of actual exportation and importation, 
was employed by the Company’s agents of aU desoiiptions 
to piotect them pnvate trade in every part of the country. 

So great was now the ascendancy of the Enghsh name, 
that the collectors or officers at the chokeys or toU-houses, 
who were fully aware of the dependence of their own go- 
vernment on the power and pleasure of the Enghsh, dared 
not in general to scrutinize the use which -was made of 
the Company’s dustuck, or to stop the goods which it 
fraudulently screened. The Company’s servants, whose 
goods were thus conveyed entirely free from duty, while 
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those of fill otharjngrr^ifliTta were heanly bordaned, were 
impidlj’ gfittiBg into then- own bmlidB the whole trade of 
the ecuntrj and thoa dfjing op one of the aooroea of the 
puhllo rerenoe. Whan the ooHeoton of theee toUi, or 
tranfiit dotiea, qnesdotied the power of the dostnoh, and 
stopped the goods, it was ourtomar 7 to fiend a partj of 
8ep<^ to seise the odeitder and oany hhn piiaaner to the 
near^ furtoij Meer ^ras hardlj seated on the 

zaasDod, when gneroos oomplainta of these eiKirmitiee 
oflme np to from all qnartera, and he presented the 
strongest remonstraaocB to the Fftsidact of the ConnaiL 
In hli letter to the Ooremar dated llaroh 26th, 1762, he 
Mja, From the hjAarj of Oakntta to CosBunbtuar Faina, 
and Daooa, all the Fjv gitah with their gomaatahs, offl 

oars and ageota in ereiy dlatziot of the goremmant, act as 
Qcdlectora,reirtera,and magtstratea,and asttmg np the Oom- 
panT^ ooloora, allow no power to mj offloera. And bealdea 
this, the gocoastsha and other serranta in everj dutriot, in 
trrtij market and Tillage, oany os a trade in oil, flair, straw 
bamboo, nee, paddj betel-nnt, and other things and 
evar 7 man with a Ooinpaoj*a dostncik in hli hand regards 
hhnaelf as not las than the Company It is ahcndantlj 
prored that the ploiore drawn bj the Nabob vu not 
orerchorged. Mr Haatlnga, in a letter to the Praaident, 
dated Buigulpore, Sdth Apnl, 1702, said, * I beg to lajr 
before jon a ^eranoe, which loodlf oB* for redr^ acd 
will, unless dol^ attended render maFeotnal anj endss* 
Tonia to oraate a firm and lasting hazmonj between the 
Nabob and the Ootnpanj —I mean, the oppreasume oom- 
nutted under the aan^on of the Fngirih and 

through the want of fipini to oppose them. This erQ I 
am well assured, is not confined to cur dependants tlooe 
but is practised aD owe the country by people fidaelj 
aaeaming the habit of our Sepoya, or calling ^emaelree 
enr gomastafaa Aa on each oocsskma the great power of 
tile KnglljVi intiniidatos the people from anj 

idataaoei so, cm the other band, the of the 

Bengalees, cr the difficulty of aeoess to those who 

might do them justdotv prerents oar haring knowledge of 
the oppresaiana. I hare been turptlaed to meet with se- 
Teril Kn gluli fl<gm flying In places whiidi I hare passed } 
and on the zirer 1 do ZMt btilere I paased a boat 
without one. By whaterer title they hare been assumed,, 
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I am suro their frequency can hodc no good to tho Nabob’s BOOK IV 
revenues, the quiet of the country, oi tho honour of our chap a 

nation — A party of Soiioys, who w’cio on the maicli before 

us, afforded sufficient proofs of tho rapacious and insolent 
spirit of those peoiile, whore thoyaio left to their owti 
discretion l\lany complaints against them w ero made mo 
on the road , and most of tho potty towms and sorais Avoro 
deserted at our approach, aud tho shops shut up from tho 
apprehensions of tho same treatment from us,” * 

At fiist the Governor attempted to redress these oaiIs 
by gentle means , by cautiomng the servants of the Com- 
pany, by soothing thoirntation of tho Nabob, and lending 
his mvn authority to enable tho native toll-gatherers to 
check the illegitimate traffic of tho English The mischief, 
howe\er, increased. The efforts of the collectors Avero 
not only resisted, and tho collectors themselves punished 
as heinous offendeis on the siiot , but these attempts of 
theirs excited the loudest complaints, they weie rojire- 
sented as daring violations of the Company’s rights , and 
imdoubled eiidence of a design on tho pait of the Nabob 
to expel the English from tho couuti^ As usual, one 
species of enormity introduced another When the officers 
of government submitted to oppression, it necessarily fol- 
loAved that tho people must submit At the piesent time 
it is difficult to beheve, OA'en after the most imdemable 
pi oof, that it became a common practice to foice the un- 
happy natives, both to buy the goods of tho Company’s 
servants, and of all those who procured the use of their 
name, at a greater , and to sell to the Company’s servants 
the goods Avhich they desired to purchase, at a less than 
the market price The native judges and magistrates 

1 Mr Verelst saj’s, (View of Bcnpal, p 8 and 40) “ The reader must hero 
he informed, that a trade, free from duties, had been claimed by the (Com- 
pany’s servants, supported by their forces, and establlslied by the last treaty 
s.dth Aleer Jaffler , and that this artlcio, tliongli condemned bj the Directors, 

■was afterwards transcribed into the treaty with his son IvutlJum al Dowlah 
The contention during two years ■with Mccr Cosslm, in support of tills trade, 
greatly n eakened the country government, which his subsequent os ortlirow 
quite annihilated At this time many black merchants found it expedient to 
purchase the name of an) young -writer in tho Company’s service, by loans of 
mono) , and under this sanction harassed and oppressed the natives So plen- 
tifiil a supply was derived from this source, that many young ■writers -nero 
enabled to spend 1600/ and 2000/ per annum, were clothed in lino linen, and 
fared sumptuously every da) ” — “ A trade was carried on without pa)Tnent 
of duties, in the prosecution of n hich Inflnlto oppressions were committed 
English agents or gomastahs,not contented with injuring the people, trampled 
on the authority of government, binding and punishing the Nabob’s officers, 
whenever tijey presumed to interfere This ivas the immediate cause of the 
■war witli ileer Cosslm " 
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BOOK IT irwe redsted in the dl»cih*rgB of their datle* and eren 
caip T thoir ftmotlana were nanrp^ The whole frame of the 

• ^w i v w piLmwn t ^r— <n TrTnjpTti^^ the T^wminHtr fc 

and other coEocton refbaed to be answerable for the 
rerennea.’ 

The Preddsnt, aware of the prejndiooa whlA were foe- 
tered, by a majonty of the board, against both the Nabob 
and himael^ sabmltted not to their dellberatioii these 
dieorden and dkptiiea, tOI he focnd his own aathonty 
Inadeqnato to redreae them. The ropreeentafaooi, pre- 
•ented to them, of the ODortoibea to which the prirate 
trade of the Ccmpany’e »orTanta gave birth in the oonntry 
were treated, by the m^nrity of the Connoil, as the effort 
of a weak or Intereated subserriance to the Tlews of the 
Nabob while they reodved the oomplalnts of the serrants 
and their agants against the nattr* offioers, more often in 
fault, aocordlng to Haatings and YanslUui, frnm laxity 
thdan tyranny as proofs of injnstloe demanding immediate 
poniahment, and of hcatlle against which effeo' 
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Tbi feOiTvti( l«nr te a» IkM fMD OEM er tdi eOesra Bfcrdi met 
BE! (b« etotiimai It li Sstsd D e etof iata, Hmj tS 3TS1 "Tbs 
tKiMtlan of sfldn ct tbs pises eUfsp as a ^ Tw hourai tr li 
KraOiaM Br PtrOMT a'sra^l^.— U7 kstman vbieti 1 trossbl bcrs 
*■ tb«t a em AST E swp s ss s tr Qiser la ron >1— T«ht»J tar dlMretfL 
• swn a ux s illsts adas **7 n e tts e s tbs? itell 

ts m SetBc — VgtvttbAtiitdsif lbs rtfiv Ibm crdsn, 1 bsa mr 
BSde K a? bwsaH (vbss ■njQms i ri i m y hsTTScse) b a idi S TO Bf b? 
fotW mfssA, n pari u idi tbs asBoM** Airi*^** ben to set la 
tnsnaer I vbkb. stthadt^ rr 
ta«Datr«T bss ceemasd l 
t aerta-A, tbst I otstraet ' 

□ rttani I hiTa r«e«l» si 1 

tbrwtmas B I ntaftre vitk tbolr amats . to wm Bcb a 
-- r bsra thi fentlniiB enJy dons tbfc, ibsJr w— 


V broasbt to iwtUDf br tbe Mloatos TsaeCteti. AttvOe- 
■tsh ben to bar w MU. ns taBanUml? ledu apoD hba. 
uir AS fslBemt to tres sTtortaniiaat. hwmt to bvrUs (sedi or hQ Ua 
tbscTt tad ea rathal. (m t*m of ■« tgpadtj) flo iL ^ater n s nm' ss t a*- 
toHhtol? scsoSA rim is Doe tatSmit smvtMD viOii^ bat sseoslftrta 
b asds M «, Tkkb b to casT«M Ha ddbncit be tocb ss sf tads to tbsia- 
MtTeA.aBd stotosa&T sorpcnaDs to barer mQ tbs trtletoA tbs? tads fail 
ssolt,tbai rspstltM <e tbab tatlHd^b rot to 
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crtemdtMi r^M partas tbad, aaS d? totabraix s eea ik aj aa hssMb iSS 
etosiJaiBt— Taesa, tod stonr ottar o wTs as- as abJeb aa dJl? prartb^ M 
raaxa tbat thb plan a sa a la s dastttaa eiT bbatetowtoi se.— Aora, 
Jabra m fbtn ta tba pobfaa eaJefcaa, baJ scnr siw? |e«»*ab ta ts- 
ems )Bd^ tbs? ma paw —<»«««< 00 tbs tearbidiii ibstowlifi, aaa 
din^Ae? ITo* ibaia V p saitosi sd IsJai l tA . “ 


Ya^ttsrt^ Ssratba 
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tual securities could not bo too spcdily taken Of the BOOK IV 
Council a great proportion weio den^^ng vast eraolumonts chap v 

from tlio abuses, the existence of x\bicli they denied , and 

tbo President obtained support from Jlr Hastings alone, 
in bis endeax out's to check enormities, ■which, a fo'w years 
afterwards, the Court of Directors, the President, the 
sen ants of the Company themselves, and the whole 
■world, joined m leprobatmg, ■with every term of condem- 
nation and abhoiience 

Obseiwing the progress of these provocations and re- 
sentments, Yansittort anticipated nothing but the calamity 
of wai, unless some effectual measures could bo adopted 
to prevent them Dependence upon the Enghsh, though 
it had been bght, vas a yoke which the Nabob ■would 
doubtless have been very willing to throw off This pre- 
sumed inclination the majority of the Council treated as 
a determined ^lurpose , and e\ erj measure of h’s admi- 
nistration was, accoidiug to them, a proof of his hostile 
designs The Nabob, aware of the strength of the party 
to whom his ele\ation was an object of aversion, naturally 
considered the fuendship of the English as a tenme far 
from secure The report was spread, that the xuews of 
his enemies would be adopted in England , and it is no 
wonder if, against a contingency so very probable, he was 
anxious to be piepared Vansittart, howo\ er, who was not 
mistaken os to tile interest which the Nabob had in mam- 
tainiug his connexion ■with the English, and his want of 
powei to contend with them, remamed assured of his dis- 
position to peace, unless urged by provocations too great 
for his temper to endure He formed the plan, therefore, 
of a meeting -with ]\Ieer Casim, in hopes that, by mutual 
explanations and concessions, there might be dra-wn, be- 
tween the 1 ights of the government on the one hand, and 
the pietensions of the Company’s servants on the other, 
such a line of demarcation as would preclude all future 
injuries tind complamts With Mr Hastings, as a coad- 
jutor, he arrived at Mongeei on the 30th of November, 
and was leceived ■with aU the marks of cordiahty and 
friendship After some bitter complaints, the Nabob 
agreed that all preceding ammosities should be consigned 
to obh'vion, and that the present mterview should be 
wholly employed m preventing the recun ence of such 
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BOOK 17 (wtloh, houBTcr preoedis^ Ntbobe had dualkrtred) lo 
osir T th» internal trade, and that It waa out of oomplimcnt, not 
' hj obligation, that they had in tnj’ cau oonainted to the 

pajnuct of dotlee. It waa decided, after tnanj Trordi, 
th^ aa an aoknowledgement to the Nabob, *sd out of 
their OTTO libenlity and free oholoe, they would pay a doty 
of two and a half per cent npon the artsde of ^t alone, 
and DO other matead of the nine per cent npon all artl* 
oka for whloh Yanaittart had agreed. It wan, howerer at 
the same time decreed, that all diapntas between the 
gomaatahi of the Rn gltah, and the inbjeota of the natire 
gcremment, thoold be referred, not to the native tribn 
nala, bat to the headi of faoionea and realdenta that li, 
ahonld be referred to men, not oaily in the great mjyori^ 
of caaaa fiar too distant to reoeire the oomplainta hot, 
what waa atm more ahaznefhh men reaping exorbitant 
proftta from the ahoeea over which they ware thoa exoln 
airely vetted wHh the Judicial power 

When Yaoclttart toi^ leave of the Nabob, he wea aet* 
ting cot opoo an expedltka agaloat the tiogdom of Nepool, 
a amah oonntry oompletely mrroimded, a/Ur the manner 
of Caeliinere, by the nortbeni mocntalna. It waa a oooi^ 
try which the Mohammedan ama had never reached and 
on the eob^^eot of ita liobea, oriental cffednlity 
by the report of ita yielding gold, had room for unlimited 
expansion. The oonqueet of a eoontzy abooxiding with 
gc^ held oat irrealetible tempiatlane to the Nabob ^6 
aaoended the ridge of mounta^ by which it ia Mpsrated 
from Bengal but he waa met by the Nepanleee In a dan< 
geroue paae and, after a oonteet, which appalled him, 
abandoned the enterpriae. He was met, upon hia retain, 
by aooounta of the reoqitian whloh the regrdatioDa of Yan* 
alttart had expenenced in the Council of the redatanoe 
which bad been oppoaed to hia offioete in their attampU 
to execute hie ord^ I ■nd of the lelanre and Impriaon- 
ment which In Ttrions inatanoea they bad nndergooe. He 
wrote, in termi of the highest mdlgnaticin s and called 
upon the English to reliere hfm from the burden of the 
Subahdirry alnoB th^ deprived him of the powen with 
ocrt whloh the government of the country ooald not be 
carried on. Hia patience waa nearly exhausted ] he now 
therefore, execute hia teaointion of abandoning all duties 
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on the transit of goods, and laid the interior ti-ade of his BOOK TV 
country perfectly open chap v 

The conduct of the Company’s seivants, upon this occa- 

Sion, furnishes one of the most remarhable instances upon 
record, of the power of interest to extmgmsh all sense of 
justice, and even of shame They had hitherto insisted, 
contrary to all right and aU precedent, that the govern- 
ment of the country should exempt their goods from duty 
They now insisted that it should impose duties upon the 
goods of aU other traders , and accused it as guilty of a 
breach of peace toward the Enghsh nation, because it pro- 
posed to remit them ‘ 

To enforce these conditions, and yet to mamtam the 
appearance of omittmg no effort to obtam the consent of 
the Nabob, it was proposed in the Council to send to him 
a deputation. For this puipose, Mr Ajnyatt and M!r Hay 
volunteered their services They departed with their in- 
structions on the 4th of ApnL In the meantime, in aU 
parts of the country, the disputes between the officers of 
the government and the Company’s servants, were earned 
to the greatest height Many complamts arrived at Cal- 
cutta of the resistance which the gomastahs of the Enghsh 
expenenced m the conduct of their busmess, and even of 
the outrages to which they were sometimes exposed On 
the other hand, a multitude of mstances were produced, m 
which the Enghsh Sepoys had been employed to seize and 
bind, and beat the officers of the government^ and to pro- 
tect the agents of the Company’s servants m aU the enor- 
mities and operessions which they exercised upon the 

1 In tho Council, the President and Jlr HnsHngs -n-ero, ns before, the only 
dissentients, and said (see their minute. Consultation, March 24), “We cannot 
think tho Nabob to blame (In abolishing the duties) , nor do Tve see ho-vr he 
conld do othemrlse For although It mnj be for our interest to determine, 
that u e uill have all the trade in our hands, take every article of the piriduco 
of tho countrj off the ground at tho first hand, and nftenvnrds send it where 
^ve please free of customs, yet it is not to bo expected that tho Nabob u ill join 
with us in endeavouring to depnve all the merchants of the country of tho 
means of carrying on their business, ulilch must undonbtedlj soon be the 
case, if thej aro obliged to pay heavy duties, and we trade in every article on 
tho footing before mentioned — ^Neither in our opinion could the Nabob In such 
circumstances, collect enough to pay the expense of tho chokevs, collectors, 

Lc As to the Nabob’s rights to lav trade open, it is our opinion, that the 
Nizam of overj province has a right to anything for the relief of the mer- 
chants trading under his protection ” Vanslttart, iii. 74 — 'll There can be 
no difference of opinion on these proceedings The narrow-sighted selfish- 
ness of commercial cupidity, had rendered all tho members of the Council, 
with tho two honourablo exceptions of Vanslttart and Hastings, obstinately 
inaccessible to the pluiucst dictates of reason, justice, and poUcy — W 
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book IV and aMwerod the command which he reoeired for that 
cauT r ptirpow by flnng npon the Nabob a people, the boeta wore 
■ - immedut^y boarded, and in the atruggle be hinnwlf^ with 
I 468 . sereral othera, was alaln. 

Both partiea now haatened to take the fl^Td- The 
Nabob was Bpeedhj enoonraged by tidinge from Fatna. 
Aftjff rW ptjjn CaratauB, the officer «virnmaTid 1 ng the Eng- 
hflh troopa, which were aent a little before day-break on 
the morning of the 25Ui to anrpnee Patna, hnd^ withoat 
mnoh difficulty finding the gnarda for the moat part off 
their duty scaled the walls and after the GoTemor of 
Patna, who aoddanly ocdleoied a portion of the gamaoo, 
and made a Teryahori rce»tance,had left the city and fled 
towards Uongheer the Rnghah, masten of the whcde 
jdaoe, except the citadel, and a atruDg pal&oe, into which 
an offloer ^*d thrown himself broke throngh tbe mlea of 
prudenoe aa much in the proaeoution, aa they b«d broken 
through those of cantkm in the commencement of their 
qperatiaoAi The troops were allowed to diapene, and 
were phmderlng the hocsea of the Inhabitants when the 
Qoremor who had only marahed a few mHea before he 
met a detachment whi^ had beem aeiri to remfbrce hh" 
from klc^heer reoeiruig at the aame time intelllgeooe of 
the reriataooe made l:^ tbe cdtadel and palace, returned. 
The En g<^«h were 111 prepared to recelre him. After a 
ah^t reslstaiioe they spiked their nwnTwin, tod retired to 
th^ factory It waa eocn earrcrooded when, fear taking 
place of tbe^ recent tementy they evacuated the place 
dozing the night, and taking to their boata which were 
atatlooed at their cectonments at Bankipore they fled np 
the r iv e r to Ohopparah, and towardi the frootieTB of Onde, 
where bemg attacked by the Fojedar of Birkanr Sorun, 
they 1*nl down their anna. The frotory at Cossimbuxar 
waa plundered abcnt the aame time and all the EngHih 
who belonged to It, as well as those who had fled from 
Patna, were sent prtsanen to Uongheer 

It harl , soma time before, been determined in the Coon' 
dl, the Freeident and Mr Hastlngf refusing to ooocor 
that in case of a war with ileer Oasun, the door ahoold 
be closed against aocommodation, by divartmg him of 
the g o v ernm ent, and elevatmg another pereon to his 
throne. TThen the melancholy death, therefore, of Mr 
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Amyatt became kno\vn, a negotiation was immediately BOOK lY 
commenced with Meer Jaffioi, Aihoso iiuenlo iinssiou to cuat v 
reign made bim eager to jiromise compbauco with any ~ 
contbtions winch were proposed Besides confirming the 
grant which had been obtamed from Jlcer Casim of the 
revenues of the pioMnces of Brntlwau, Midnajiore, and 
Chittagong, for defiajnng the expense of the English troops 
employed in the defence of the country, the neii Subalular 
granted exemption to the trade of the Company’s seiwauts 
from all duties, except the two and a half pei cent which 
these servants themselves, out of their own liberality, 
agreed to pay upon the smgle article of salt He consented 
also to rescind the ordinance of Mcer Casim foi thegeneial 
remission of commercial imposts, and to levy the ancient 
duties upon all except the English dealers Ho engaged 
to mamtam 12,000 horse, and 12,000 foot , to pay to the 
Company thirty lacks of rupees, on account of their losses 
and the expense of the war , to reimburse the personal 
losses of mdmduals, and to permit no Europeans but 
English to erect fortifications m the countiy 

On the 2d of July the English army was ordered to 
march from Ghcrettee It consisted of 6o0 Europeans, 
and 1200 Sepoys, exclusive of the black cavaliy, com- 
manded by Major Adams, of the King’s Eighty-fourth 
regiment, and was aftenvaids joined by 100 Europeans 
and a battalion of Sepoys from Midnapore After con- 
cludmg the tieaty on the 11th, the new Nabob pro- 
ceeded to the army, which he joined at Aguideep on 
the 17th 

The first defensive movement of Meer Casim was to 
send three of his generals, with their lespective troops, to 
post themselves, for the protection of Moorshedaba^ be- 
tween that city and the Enghsh army That army en- 
countered them on the 19th, and gave them a total 
defeat They retreated from the battle towards Geiiah, 
where they received command to post themselves, and 
where they were leinforced by the principal part of Meer 
Casim’s aimy, among the re^ by the German Sumroo,' 
who commanded the Sepoys, or the troops disciphned in 
the European mannei, m the service of that Nabob On 

* This adventurer came to India as a scijeant in the French anny 
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BOOK TV the 23d, the Engilih •rmj adnireed to Chun* CuBee, fcnd 
CBAT r cm the 24th In the mconh^ stormed the Imee st lIocFtejil, 

which g»Te them poneeaian of iloonhedabcd. On the £d 

1768. of Au^uat they reached the pWn of Gen*h, near Bootee, 
where the enemy waited and gave them battle. It was 
the S O T Br es t oociQlot which the En gimh had yet snstsined 
with an Indian army Ueer najlm had been very amhi- 
tioQS to introdaoe the European order among his troops 
and he was now defended a body of men better ap- 
pointed and better diampUD^ than those which any native 
oammander had ever brou^t into the field, ^e battle 
lasted four bcxira, during which the exHimy once broke a 
port of the Fn gliah fine, took possmuoo of two gun a, and 
attacked the Eigh^-fourth regimeni in front and rear 
The ateaiilaesB, iMwerer of the Engiith exhausted the Im- 
petuosity of their ■■aflinti, and in the end bestowsd upon 
them a complete and biifliant notary The enemy ahso 
docwd all their cannon, with 160 bcit* laden with prori- 
adcna, and Bed to a str^ pest on a small streaco, oaHed 
the Oodwa, where Meer Osstm had formed a very strong 
entrenohmenb On every rev aj we of for tun e, thefesnsnd 
the nge of that unhappy man sppesr to hare Inflamed 
him to a renewed aot of oruelty and who 

hitherto had been retained s pnaoner with Be>reral ohiclB 
and peraoQS of dlsttnotiaD, wia, upon the present disaster 
ordered for exeoutioo It was st this tune only that kleer 
Oasiin, amettg whose qualities oooteimpi of pereonal dan 
ger had no shore, hsviog first amve;^^ his family and 
treaaures to the strong bold of Bota^ left llongheer He 
TRMiihwd towards Oodwa, but halting at a distaoce, oon- 
teuted himself with forwarding aome bodlea of troops. The 
Fjigllah approached the eutreochment on ihs llth. It 
occupied the whole of o narrow spaoe which extended be- 
tween the river and the foot of the hnin. The ditch, which 
was deep, wa* fifty or aiity feet broad, and fall of water 
Ihe ground in firont was swampy and admitted no 
approuh, exoept for a apace of ih^ 100 yards oo the 
of the river At this place the EngUah, 
dafly by numerooi bodies of cavalry both in front and 
reai^ were detained for nearly a month. On the Cth of 
September while a feigned attad: at the bank of th* river 
engaged the attention of the enony a grand eflori vis 
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BOOK IT ll*er Gaum was rwowTed bj them 'with all the dirihictjcii 
CHAP T due to the greatest Ticeioy of the llogol empire. Aa the 
I ectarpriae agauvt the BoodelaB threatened to retard the 

1'^ aaaistaaoe which he was impatient to recdre agsinat the 
Rngliwhj he offered to redaoe Uiem with hli own battahona, 
orocaed the JorozM;, took one of their f oiU e ne e, and ao 
alirraed them, bj hu artlUeij and his Bepoji, dreaaed and 
diwipllned In the European manner that thej baatesed 
to make their eubmindon and SqjMd-dowla who, under 
pretenoe of aaaistiDg Ueer Oaaim, alreodj grasped in hh 
expeotatioii the throe prorlncee of the East, marched with 
hia *Tlwi to fienarea, to make preparationi for hie aelffah 
enterpcae. 

In the mean time tZie jSoglish, who wvre ignorant of his 
4iid not without hopes that he would either de- 
lirer tf^r into their or at least depnre hrm 

of hia treasuree and troops, direotod that the armj’ shoold 
be oantoned oc the froatleis for the pajpoae of mtohlng 
his motjqns. In thi« dtoation an alarming duaffeoticm 
broke out among the troops. The unporianoe and di£U 
coilties of the aerrioe wbi^ the^ had midered in reoo- 
Tuing the pnrrlooea from klesr had raised a iu^ 

expeotatioa of soma pruport i ocal reward. Korhadtheop* 
pcutunitj' of acting upon them been negieoted by the 
rimtirlna nffiin nnimijr On the 11th of February the Ea« 
Topean battaUoa stood to ibeir aims, and, after loading 
th^ pleoes and firing thedr bayonet^ took pomettion of 
the artniary parks, and marched towards the Carumnsasa. 
Ihe Sepoyt were also m motion But, of thwm, by the 
exertions of their offloeis, a great propartion were indoeed 
to iwtum. Of the Europeans, the Engllih, with few exoep- 
tdoni, desisted and name back the rest, in nomber about 
300 of whom some -were Germans, and the greater 
part were French, proceeded towards Benaiea. At the 
beginning of the tDonth of March, when Ounao 

anired to take the oommsnd, a mutinous dlspositicin still 
preraOed smong the troops prarisicms were In great scar 
dty and the preparations making for the inraskn of the 
proriooe by the Nabob of Oude -were no longer a secret, 
^ough urged by the Quremor *Jid Oocncfl to act upon 
iheoffeoaiTe, and to push the war into Sq ja ad-dowia s 
dominkais, he agreed with all hk oAoers in opinion, that 
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BOOKIV In th© montii of May M^Jor, aft©nnmia tfir Hoctor 
uEAi T arrired from Bombay with a body of troops, partly 

— — Ktng’i and partly Oompany*© and haatanod with them to 
fttna, to tahe th© oaxomand of tha army H© fcmod th© 
troopa, Eoropeana a« well aa Sepoyi, extrexoaly motiootia, 
deatffting to th© enemy threatening to carry cf their offi- 
dera, demaadmg highfir pay and a large docatioci, pro- 
nuaed, aa they affirmed, by the Nabob, The Mf^ 
reaohod to eubdoe ihla aplrlt by th© aererest meaeoreB. 
He had hardly arrired when a whola battahon of Sepoya, 
with their anna and aocootrementa, went off to join the 
enemy Ha immediately detached a body of trtxipe on 
whom he thoo^t he ooold depend, to pome them and 
bring them back. Th^ orertook them m the night, when 
aaleep, and made them prlaooen. The Major ready to 
reodre them with the troopa onder arma, ordered their 
officere to ©elect fifty irtiom they deemed the moat de- 
praved ackd ndachlerooa, and of tha £Lf^ to aaleot again 
twenty four of the wnreh He then order^ a field oonrt- 
marbal, compoaed of their own black offioen, to be Im- 
mediately held and addreeaed the ooort, Impnaamg them 
with a aanae of the deetraotkm which impeuied over an 
army in which crime* like tbeae were not effootoally re- 
preiwed. The pnaansr* wttre fonnd gaBty of mutiny ajid 
deeartlon, and aentenced to inffer death in any manner 
which the commander ahoold direoL He ordered fonr of 
them to be immediately tied to the guns, and blown away j 
when fcTor grenadier* preaented themaelrea, and begged, ae 
they bad ahrtya had the poet of hoocmr that they ahcmld 
first be allowed to atzffer After the death of ifaim fonr 
man, the Earopean offioera cf the battalions of Sepoy* 
who were thee in the field came to mform the Major tl^t 
tha Sepoy* woold not enfier the execobon of any more. 
He ordered the artillery officer* to kad the field pieoea 
with grape ) and drew np the Eoropeana, with the gona in 
their mtervala. He then desired the effioers to reinm to 
the bead cf their battsdlcms after which he commanded 
the battalioos to gronnd their anna, and asenred them if a 
man attempted to more that he wonld ghre orders to fir*. 
Sixteen more of the twenty foor man were than blown 
n to Hwrc*! rrUm* (Ftnt expert, CWmaCtt*, ITTl) ttat "ck 

ww*l» DMi ta sod thiMljfc *‘*T~*T 
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THe jVTf (Uj aftor the battle, the lEImperor aent his 
apphoetkci to the EogUeh oommioder irho immedktelj 
'WTote to the Freeidetu^ for direotloiM aod reoeired 
aathodtr to oooolade tax agreemeiii. Ihe Emperor com* 
pliioed that he had been the atcie prlaoDor of Soja-ad- 
dowla aod before the azawer from Oalootta amTed, 
marohed aloc^ with the Bn glah, and encamped with hli 
goarde oloee to them erery night. When the annj amTed 
at Beoarea, Sqja-ad-dowla sent hia miniater with orer 
tui e s of peaoe ; promlatng twenty-dre laohj of mpeeB 
to rehnbruM the Oompanj for the expeaeee of the war 
twenty-dre laoki to the army and ^ght laokf to the 
Commaoder blnwitf. The preliminary aurreDder of ITeer 
Oashn and Bomroo waa stiB bowerer demanded. The 
perddiooa Ylnr had abwady Tiolated the lawe of hoepita 
Ihy and baoonr iowarda hia wretched gneat A quarrel 
waa pi^ed, on aoooont of the noxw-paymcnt of the monthly 
anbaidy vhloh the Ex Nabob had prtnniaed for the troopa 
employed in attempting hia reatonctioQ the unhappy 
fogitire wta arrrectad in hia tent and hie tmanree were 
aedted. Still the Nabob dreaded the fn/iuDy of deliTerlog 
lum np but, If that vonld aatiafy the EngUih, he offered 
to let him eeoape;. With regard to ftnnroo, hia propoMl 
waa to limte him to an entertainment, and h^ him 
deepstohed In presanoe of any EngEah gentleman who 
ml^t be aent to witoeas the acraa Ae thla mode of 
their enemlefl was not agreeable to Engliah tnonli^ the 
negomation oeaeed but Meer Oaaim, who dreaded the 
oonolacdon to which It might lead, oantnred to eecspe 
with hia family and a few friandj into the EchiHa coun- 
try whither 1 m had providently before the plunder of 
his tre aam e a , deepatdbed a dependant with aon>e of hia 
Jewels. 

The negotiation with the Emperor proceeded with len 
obetmotion. It waa propoeed, le far aa mutual approha- 
tkm extended, agreed and eostracted that the Enghah, 
by virtue of the imperial grant, ahould obtain poaseaxloa 
of Qaaieepon, and the net of the territory <rf Bolwant 
ffing , the ZwmItulT of Beoaree th«i on the other band 
they ahould MtahUah the E u i neit w In the poeseaaion of 
Allahabad, and the rest of ue donunlona of St^Ja-ad* 
dowla j and the Emperor engaged to reimburae them after* 



DEJIANDS OIT MEER JAEFIER 249 

wards, out of tlie royal revenues, for tlie wliole of the BOOK rv 
expense wliicli this service might obhge them to incur chap v 

In the mean time, affairs of no trivial impoi tance were 

transactmg in the Council They had been extiemely ur- 1764. 
gent with Meer Jaffier to leave the army, and come down 
to Calcutta, before Major Camac qmtted the command. 

The treasury of the Company was m a most exhausted 
state, and every effort ivas to be used to make JafBer 
yield it a more abundant supply In addition to the sums 
for which he had contracted m the recent treaty, a pro- 
mise was drawn from him to pay five lacks per month 
toward the expense of the war so long as it should last 
But his former engagements to the Company were not 
yet discharged. The payments also to mdividuals, stipu- 
lated under the title of compensation for losses, were 
swelled to an oppressive amount When this article was 
first inserted in the treaty, the Nabob was informed that 
the demand at the utmost would extend to a sum of about 
ten lacks That demand, however, was soon after stated 
at twenty, then at thirty, afterwards at forty, and at last 
was fixed at fifty-three lacks of rupees We are assured, 
by a Director of the Company, “ That all dehcacy was 
laid aside m the manner m which payment was obtamed 
for this sum, of which seven-eighths was for losses sus- 
tained, or said to be sustained, m an lUicit monopoly of 
the necessaries of hfe, earned on against the orders of the 
Company, and to the utter rum of many thousands of the 
Indian merchants , that of the whole one half was soon 
extorted from him, though part of the payments to the 
Company was stdl undischarged, and though the Company 
was smlang under the burden of war, and obhged to bor- 
' row great sums of money of their servants at eight per 
cent mterest, and even with that assistance unable to 
carry on the war and their investment, but obhged to send 
their ships half loaded to Europe ” * By the revenues of 
the three ceded districts, added to the monthly payment 
for the war, “ the Company,” we are informed by Chve, 

“ became possessed of one half of the Nabob’s revenues 
He was allowed,” says that great inforfnant, “ to coUeot 
the other half for Inmself , but in fact he was no more 
than a banker for the Company’s servant^ who could draw 

I Sca^afton’s Obserrations on Vanrittarfs Narratiye, p 48, 49 
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with tte Oourt ofDirecto!^ on the rabjeot of hli return to 
BecgE], Olive m^n i— i ■! Mmeelf in th® following manner 
* The trading in eelti betnl^nt, and tobaooo, having boon 
one oune of the preaent dispotei, 1 hope these artiolee 
will be res t ored to the Nabob, and your eervante ahao- 
hitely forUddm to trade In tbe^ This wHl bo etriking at 
the root of the evil." At a general mooting hovrover of 
propneton, held on the 18th of J£aj 176^ It waa urged 
^ aereral aotire membera, and urged to the oonviotion of 
the majofitj that the aerranta of the Company in India 
ought not to be deprived of moh preooui advantagea 
which enabled them to revisit their native ooonbua with 
aorii independent fortonea as they were entitled to expect. 
The Court therefore BasoLVXD That it bo reoommended 
to the Court of DlreotoiB to reconsider the ordera aent to 
Bengal retatlve to the trade of the Oompeoy’s servants in 
aalt, betel nut, ami tobaooo, and to regulate this nupca-tant 
paint, rithor by reatriotima framed at ho me, or by refer 
ring It to the Governor and Courtoil of Wj Ha i m . In 
oanaoqneooeofthij reoomineDdaticin, the Court of Direotcn 
by letter dated let of June, 176^ and aent by the tamo 
ahip which oamed out Lon) Qh^ Inftrnot the G oremor 
and Cooncil, after / <inn«i}tj ny the Nabob, to form a 
proper and equHahle pl>n for carrying on the Inlsnd 
trade. 

The preaenta whioh, sinoe their aofpiirlng an ascendency 
in the government, their aervanta Ird been in the hahH of 
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receiving, sometimes to a veiy largo amoimt, from the BOOK IV 
Nabobs and other chiefs of the country, ■were another chat v 

subject which now engaged the serious attention of the 

Company The practice which prevails m all rude govern- 1765. 
ments of accompanying any application to a man in power 
with a gratification to some of his ruhng passions, most 
frequently to the steadiest of all his passions, his avanco 
or rapacity, has always remarkably distinguished the go- 
vernments in the East, and hardly any to so extraordinary 
a degree as the governments of the very rude people of 
India When the English suddenly acqmred their extra- 
ordmary power in Bengal, the current of presents, so well 
accustomed to take its course m the channel drawn by 
hope and fear, flowed very naturally, and very copiously, 
into the lap of the strangers A person in India, who had 
favoui’s to ask, or e\nl to deprecate, could not easily be- 
lieve, tiU acceptance of his present, that the great man to 
whom he addressed himself was not his foe Besides the 
sums, which we may suppose it to have been in the power 
of the receivers to conceal, and of the amoimt of which it 
IS not easy to form a conjecture, the foUowmg were de- 
tected and disclosed by the Committee of the House of 
Commons, m 1773 

“Account of such Sums as have been proved or acknowledged 
before the Committee to have been distributed by the Princes 
and other Natives of Bengal, from the Year 1767 to the 
Year 1766, both inclusive, distinguishing the principal 
Times of the said Distributions, and specifying the Sums 
received by each Person respectively 

Revolution in favour of Meer Jaffier m 1757 
Mr Drake (Governor) r.npecs 280,000 £31,500 

Colonel Chve as second m the 
Select Committee . 280,000 

Ditto as Commander m Chief 200,000 
Ditto as a pnvato donation 1 600,000 * 

2,080,000 234,000 

• It appears, by the Extract in the Appendix, Ko 102, from the evidence 
^ven on the trial of Ham Chum before the Governor and Council In 1761, 
by Roy Dullp, who had the principal management in the distribution of the 
treasures of the deceased Nabob Surajah Dowla, upon the accession of Jafller 
Ally Cawn— that Roy Dulip then received, as a present from Colonel Clive, one 
lack, 25,000 rupees, being five per cent, on 26 lacks It docs not appear that 
this evidence was taken on oath " 
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BOOK ry the oonteet, they h*d over elevmted their hopea. To aeo 
COAT n. the Oamatio the Oovenuneot of a ohlei^ vho ehoold 
■ have obligaiaona to them for his eJevatian, and from whose 

gratatude they might eipsot priyilegoB and fhvoor was the 
allaidng proapeot which had carried them Into action. 
Ihej not only now beheld the man, whose Interest they 
had cspoQsed, m possanoo of the g n y^ mment of the ooon- 
tiy hot they behaM htm dependent npan themselvea, and 
the whole Vin gHnrn of the Chnatio snbject to their abso- 
late will 

It was the grand objeot of deUbentiozi, and the grand 
praotloal didicalty to settle m what proportion the powers 
and adrantages ahoold be divided between the Twrmlnal 
eorereign a nd the real one. dear complete well-define d — 
and onambigaaos regolationa, are natnr^y employed for 
the preventiacL of discordanoe, when the parties have wis- 
dom, and are free from clandestine vlewa On the pre- 
sent oooaaion, according U> the alorenly mode in which the 
buameM of govemsust la QsuaHy trsnssoted, few thlnga 
were regolai^ by profiwasd agreement the final diftri 
botion was left to crime oot among the praoticel, that 
la, the fortmtotta resohe of goremmscit and of the two 
psrbea each inwardly resolved to appropriate as great a 
■hare of the good things as power and canning wcrold 
allow 

The English were not disposed to forget that upon them 
the whole burden of the war had devolved they 

alone had oonqoered and g»in>iH the c ountr y that tl» 
aaslstanoe of Uohsmined All had beeoi of Iit^ or rather 
of no importanoe and that eran now he poasesaed not 
resouroee and talsnta aufflolent to hold the govazmient in 
hla bands, nnlesa they ocntimied to sopport hlpL 

On the other hand, Mohammed AH looked upon blmpilf 
as Invested with aH the dignity and power of Nabob j and 
the absolute ruler of the ooontiy During the whole pro- 
gress of the di^Krte, the RngHah had re p res en ted them- 
aelroa as ooctendmg only frm btm j had prodiimed that 
his rights ware iodi^utahle and that thw leal for Jos- 
tlce was the gr eat motive which engaged them so 
U b ■■ ra Jy Jxt, Wj rein to npoet mnifcto rontettBi iSirtfos 
ntdid rtrwurtnni ttrf botoI nladm t* MScM Irtn trylti, 
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deeply lu the wai The Nabob, theiefore, hesitated not to BOOK lY 
considei himself the master , though a master omng great chat 

obligations to a servant who had meritoriously exerted 

himself m his cause 

The seeds of dissatisfaction between the rulers of the 
Cainatic, abundantly sown m a fiuitful soil, were mul- 
tiplied by the penury of the countiy The avidity, which 
made the English so long beheve that every part of India 
abounded with riches, had filled them with hopes of a 
great stream of wealth, from the resources of the Carnatic. 

And although they had already experienced how httle was 
to be drawn, and with how great difficulty, fiiom the 
distracts which had come mto their power , though they 
weie also aware how the covmtry had been desolated 
by the mvages of war, they stdl expected it to yield a 
lai'ge supply to then treasuiy, and accused and com- 
plained of the Nabob when their expectations were not 
fulfilled. 

The Nabob, who was the weakest party, and as such had 
the greatest occasion for the piotection of well-defined 
regulations, had, before the suiaender of the French in 
Pondichei'ry, presented a draught of the conditions to 
which it appeared to him expedient that the two parties 
should bind themselves He ofieied to pay to the Com- 
pany, m hquidation of the sums for which m the course 
of the wai he had become responsible, twenty-eight lacs 
of rupees annually till the debts should be dischaiged, 
and three lacs of nipees annually to defray the expense of 
the garrison at Tnchinopoly Should Pondicherry be re- 
duced, and the Company afford him an adequate force to 
extract from the rentei’s and other tributaries of the 
country, the contributions which they owed, he would dis- 
chaige his debt to the Company in one year should any 
of the districts between Neloie and Timvelly, be taken or 
plundered by an enemy, a pioportional deduction must 
take place, from the twenty-eight lacs which were assigned 
to the Company on the other side, the Nabob desired, 
that the Company would not countenance the disobedi- 
ence of the local governors and administrators , that the 
English officers m the forts or garrisons should not mter- 
fere m the affaus of the country, or the disputes of the 
inhabitants , that the Nabob’s flag, mstead of the Com- 
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BOOK IT itamHop. H« KDt bfrok the agrtrement muigiied, with 
OUT Tu iLruu g ttiaA i of hla displeMore ; and told the Nabob bj 

letter that it lU beoame the BitnaUcm in which he atood, 

^ to make oondltiona with the Oompany amoo “ they" eaid 
hev do not take mj Um^ from yon bnt they axe the 
girera, and you are a reoelvar" 

It was not till the auinmer of 1763, tw. the Nabob and 
Freeidenoy were enabled to tom their attention to Uadnra 
and UniTeHy Though Mohammed laeoof had been ti- 
goronaly employed, from themahigof the siege ofMadras, 
tin the frn of Pondioheny in reducing the refractory 
Folygara and other looel oommandeie, obedience and tian- 
qullhty were by no meane ectabllahed. And when that 
actire and ueehil partlaao propoeed to take the country aa 
renter^ and to beoome reapcdolble, thou^ for a a mail 
rereime, from a region whloh hitherto had ooet mooh and 
yielded nothing, the offer wma not unwillingly embrmood. 
Mohammed Imtocri^ like other renter* of TnrH>^ h^d no 
doubt an Inolinatian to withhold if poasdble the sum whidi 
he engaged to pay out of the taxes whioh he was empow 
ered to eoHect and, like other Oomnors, ooDtemjdated, 
it IS probable, from the rery beginning the chanee of zz>< 
dependenoe It cannot, howerer be d»n<t«T, that the 
anemiea with whom beh^aa yet bean obliged to struggle, 
and who had heretofoie rendered the country not only 
unproductive, but burdenaome, left him no revenue to pay 
It appears, aooordlngiy that none had erer been received 
For thtw lalhirQ, the Nabob and the Company now pro- 
ceeded to inflict diastisament, and in the mouth of August, 
a oombmed army of nstiree and Fnglmh Tntm>ind to 
Maduia, Mohammed laeoof endeavoured by negotiati^ 
and the influence of (hoee among the whom he had 

rendered hia fnanda, to ward off the blow Bat when he 
found these effort! unarailiii^ he resolved to give hlmaelf 
the ohanoe of a atruggie In hla own dw ffrrvfi* He was not 
a man of whom the aubjugathm waa to be expected at an 
ea^ price. He baffled oD the effort# of the Nabob and 
the Company till the month of October 1764 when he 
had already forced them to expend a miHion sterling snd 
no ordiniry quantity of KngUsh blood and without a 
deed of treacheiy whidi placed ha person in their hands, 

Ur Flfat* letter to UwKftboti aimtU,lTCa. 
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it IS uncertain how far he might have prolonged his re- 
sistance Among a body of French troops whom he had 
received from the Raja of Tanjore, was a person of the 
name of Marchand, by whom he was seized and dehvered 
to his enenues 

The occasions on which the mterests of the Nabob and 
of the Raja of Tanjore were hable to clash or to mterfere, 
became, through then jealousy and mutual hatred, a per- 
petual source of contention The treaty which had been 
formed under the coercive authority of the Enghsh, had 
defined the terms of their pecumary relation with the 
usual want of foiesight, eveiy thmg else was left vague 
and disputable The rivei Cavery, about six miles to the 
north-west of Trichinopoly, is divided into two streams, 
of which the northern takes the name of Coleroon, and, 
by a course not far from direct, joms the sea at Devi- 
Gotah The southern branch, which retains the name of 
Cavery, passes through the flat alluvial territory of Tan- 
jore, and dividmg itself mto a great number of smaUer 
streams, overflows, and fructifies the country But it so 
happens that the two branches of this great nver, after 
flowing at some distance from one another, for a space of 
about twenty miles, again approach, forming what is 
called the island of Senngham, and are only prevented by 
a narrow neck of land, which requires continual repairs, 
from reumtmg their streams, and falhng down the channel 
of the Coleroon to the ocean. The kingdom of Tanjore 
was thus m the highest degree mterested m the preserva- 
tion of the mound of the Cavery, upon the waters of 
which its vegetative powers so greatly depended , and it 
must have anciently been a powerful instrument of co- 
ercion m the hands of the neighbouring kmgdom of Tn- 
chmopoly, within the territories of which it appears to 
have been always mcluded 

The Nabob, as sovereign of Trichinopoly, now assumed 
authority ovei the mound of the Cavery , and the dispute 
between hun and the Raja grew to importance The Raja 
endeavoured to make the reparation of the mound the 
condition of paying the money which he owed by the 
treaty , and the President, after writmg several letters to 
the Nabob, appomted a deputy to inquire mto the subject 
and to make his reports The lights m question were 

VOL. in T 
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BOOK IT iottaDy two Tlis flrtt ns the of toyerdgnly m 

OUT TIL the moaDd the second to the Tight of hanng the moaod 

ui e» qf r e d repaired. Die firait, u no oce dlipoted, 

Dalanged to the Nabob. The second, if pr e e oriptk m end 
oqoi^ oomtitated any title, t* tmdeipiahly belonged to the 
Eaje. Ignorantly and awkwardly and not without Engiah 
oo-oparahon, they blended them together m one qaeation 
and the diapute became interminable. Who had the right 
of repairing the mound, was the nlr^eot about which th^ 
contended the Nabob olaiming it, as inherent In the 
aoTereignty and the aa inherent in the title which 
ha powM i od to the watera of the Carery UnhappDy In 
the right irtuch, aa acreraign, the Nabob claimed, of per 
mitting no one bat Mmaelf to repair the mound, ha 
tacitly innlnHftd the ri^t of omitting aQ repaiTB whenever 
he pleased. Ihe B^ja, who dreaded the oonseqnenoee, 
solicited an intcrrlew and by making ample snbmlakcn 
and prctaatabcma, effected a tamporary oomp rom iae. It 
wae not lon^ hcWrer before he bad again oooejuon to 
ocFmpUm and wrote the moat pTfBiing letters to Uadiaa, 
be wwi riling the Fietidcsioy to lay thth eommandt npcm 
the Naixtb for the repair of the monad. The Nabob 
hardly dl%uieed his mtention of allowing it to be washed 
away allegmg ihe wnhea of hia own people, who, cm 
aoocmnt of the orerfl owing of the low grounds to the 
eastward of Todiinopoly denred ihe waiers of the Cavery 
to be turned Into the diannel of the Coleroon. The KnglUh 
it last interfered, with a detcrminaticin to prerail and 
the Nabob, but not before the month of Janaary 1763, 
aad with great rehiatanoc^ gB:Te his oonsent, that the 
mound of the Chvery should be repaired by the King of 
Tai^Jore. 


OHAPTEB Vn. 

Beooni Admfbnstrattcn of Obvt, — Ompcnft Ordtrt rt*- 
poctutff As Prt9at$ JVad* £tngardtd . — Arrt3Mff«M4nU 
wtti tis Ftnr — Ifirt CAs Enpcror — Aequxsyixon of iks 
JWowtaa.— iViaats Trad* crtattd m Monopdf for tAs 



STATE OE THE GOVEEOTIENT. 

Benefit of the superior Servants — Reduction of the Mili- 
tary Allowances — Its effects — Clive resigns, and Vcielst 
succeeds — Pi occedings in England relative to the Pate of 
Dividend on Company's Stocl — Financial Difficulties — 
Verelst resigns, and Cartier succeeds 

L OED CLI VE, together -witli Mi Sumner and Mi Sykes^ 
who had accompanied lum from England, and weie 
two of the pei-sons empowered to form the Select Com- 
mittee, amved at Calcutta, on the 3d of May, 1765 The 
two othei persons of whom that extiaoidinaiy maclune of 
government was to be composed, were absent , General 
Cainac, beyond the confines of the province of Bahai, with 
the army , and Mr Verelst, at tho distant settlement of 
Chittagong For as much as tho disturbances, which 
gmded the resolves of the Company, when they decieed 
that such a new organ of government should exist, weie 
now removed , and for as much as the Select Committee 
were empowered to exercise their extraordinary poweis 
for so long a time only as those disturbances should 
remam , it was a question, whethei they were entitled to 
form themselves into a governing body , but a question of 
which they speedily disposed * On the 7th of Jfay, ex- 
actly four days after then amval. Lord Clive, and the two 
gentlemen who accompanied him, assembled and without 
waiting foi commumcation with the rest of the destmed 
members declared the Select Committee formed assumed 
the whole powers of government civil and mihtary , and 
administered to themselves and their secretaries an oath 
of secrecy 

The great corruption which they represented as pre- 
vaihng m the government, and tamtmg to a prodigious 
degree the conduct of the Company’s servants, was the 
foundation on which they placed the necessity for the 
estabhshment of the Committee The picture which they 
drew of these corruptions exhibited, it is true, the most 

J “Upon my arrival in Bengal,” said Clive (in his speech In the House of 
Commons, ut snpra p 3), “I found the powers given were so loosely and 
jesnltlcally worded that they were immediotely contested hy the Connell I 
■was determined, hovever, to put the most extensive constmetion upon them, 
hecanse I was determined to do my duty to my country ’ 

2 The rest were “ two, ’ and to one of these at least. General Camae, Lord 
Clive wrote tlie moment of his arrival There was no occasion to wait for hjs 
presence or that of Verelst Life of Clive, 11 318 — W 
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BOOK IV hldfloia tnd the most diigostiiig fMiixtm. But tbe impcr- 
OBAT m. tkl jadge will prob4U7 tluU the interest of the Cknn- 
— • mittee to mete orrt the tppesrsnoe of a strong neoensitj 
for InTBsting ttemselvea with eitraardmary power*, after 
the original oanee for thwrw oeased to exist, had aosie 
Infloanoe on their deUneatioDa. In the letter addressed 
to the Committee, with which Lord CHto opened thenr 
proooedinga, on the 7th of May A very few dayi, ha 
sap, * are elapeod since oor aniral { and yet, if we oon- 
nder what has already oome to onr knowledge, we cannot 
hesitate a moment opon the necessity of aasnmlog the 
pow er that la In os of oondaating, as a Select Committee, 
the adaln both ctril and military of ths settlement 
What do we hw what do we see, bat anarchy oon* 
fosion, what is wtnse, an almost general oorruptiom 
Happy I am sore, yon wonld hare been, u well as myself, 
the late oondiiot of afiaus been 00 l ii e pr oaohable as to 
hare permitted them stQl to oontlniie in the hands of the 
Gorenwr and CotmcSL** Yet one wwild Imagine that fcmr 
days afforded not a reiy ample spaoe for eoBeetlng a saba> 
fiotory body of oridsnoe on ao exteEcahe a field, capeoally 
If we most bellsre the noble declarer that the dstenmna 
tlon to whioh it led waa a disagreeable one. 

* Three paths,” oheerved hla Lordahifi when afterwards 
dafmdlng himself * were before me. L One was a tr e wed 
with abtmdanoe of fdr adrantagea. I mi^t hare pnt my 
self at ths bead of the gorenunent as I fonnd it. I might 
hsTS enoonraged the resohitum whioh the gentlemen had 
taken not to ezeoote the new corenants which prohibited 
the receipt of presents and, althongh I had eu coated the 
oorenants myself I might hare oo n t nv ed to retam to 
with an immariJM fortaioe, udaznoaaly added to 
the one before hoDonrably obtained. 2. Finding my 
powers disputed, I might m deepsdr hare given up tiu 
ODcamonwe^th, and have left Boigal wHhoat maVing an 
effort to nre it. Sooh a oondaet wonld have heen deemed 
the effect of fbUy cowardioo. A The third path waa 
Intnoata. Bangm and diffioaltieB were 00 ereiy side. 
Bat I resolved to pozsae It. In abort, I was detannined 

Heat »t &a ZTiS tm m aanliad b tb* ala atti anS tncaedbi^ af Qa 
Onalttni ma vm w tS* crvnl tha ^ndM tSastelraa. 

LtKa-Za.— W 
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to do my duty to the public, although I should incur the BOOK IV 
odium of the whole settlement The welfare of the Com- chap vn. 

pany required a vigorous exertion, and I took the resolution 

of cleansing the Augean Stable ” * 

Another circumstance deserves to be mentioned, of 
which Lord Chve takes no notice m his speech, though on 
other occasions it is not forgotten , that without the for- 
mation of the Select Committee, he would, as Governor, 
have enjoyed only a shadow, or at best a small fragment of 
power In his letter to the Directois, dated the 20th of 
February, m which he describes the transactions of the 
first five months of his new administration, he says, “ The 
gentlemen m Council of late years at Bengal, seem to have 
been actuated, in every consultation, by a very obstmate 
and mischievous spirit The office of Governor has been 
m a manner hunted down, stopped of its digmty, and then 
divided into sixteen shares,” — the number of persons of 
whom the board consisted “ Two paths,” he obseiwes, m 
nearly the same language as was aftei wards used m his 
speech, “ were evidently open to me the one smooth, and 
strewed with abundance of nch advantages that might 
easily be picked up , the other untiodden, and every step 
opposed with obstacles I might liave taken cbaige of the 
government upon the same footing on which I foimd it , 
that IS, I might have enjoyed the name of Governor, and 
have suffered the honour, importance, and dignity of the 
post to contmue in their state of armihilation I might 
have contented myself as others had before me, with bemg 
a cipher, or, what is httle better, the first among sixteen 
equals and I might have allowed this passive conduct to 
be attended with the usual douceur of shanng largely with 
the rest of the gentlemen in all donations, perquisites, &c , 
ansmg from the absolute government and disposal of aU 
places m the revenues of this opulent kingdom , by which 
means I might soon have acquired an immense addition to 
my fortune, notwithstandmg the obhgations m the new 
covenants , for the man who can so easily get over the bar 
of conscience as to receive presents after the execution of 
them, wdl not scruple to make use of any evasions that 
may protect him from the consequences The settlement, 
m general, would thus have been my fiiends, and only the 
' Speech, at supra, p 4 
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BOOK IT itfctlTee of the oo im lr y my It desarveB to bo 

CHAP TIL remuked, ta twioe deoUrod by this oolebr»tod GoTenior 

tlut the oovenanta egalnstthe receipt of preoentj iffordod 

1766. no effeotajJ oooxrri^ ocd mi^t bo Tioltted, by the ooo- 
niraDce end partHSpotlon of the pregidtng iDdindoAle, to 
toy cmoant. It folloir*, u • pretty neoemary ooDBequenoe, 
that inde pendent of that ooimiTUioe they might in many 
loatanoes be vlolatod to a oomdertble amcnmt. 

The kngtuge in irfaioh OUto deseribee the oomipLIon of 
the Company’s goTemment and the oandoot of their 
semcta, at era, ought to be reodTed with oantiaQ 
and, donbtlen, with oomdemble dedootioni ] thooghlt ia 
an hiatorioal doonmont, or rather a matter of am- 
golarly oarlona and important. *npan my arrinl, he 
teha the Directars, I am mjtrj to aay I fcmnd your a&n 
in a ooaditdm ao neady deeperato, as would have alarmed 
any art of men, whooe aenae of honour and duty to thedr 
employari had not boon eetranged bythetoo-eagarpnrroit 
of th^ own immediate adTantagea. The ndd^ and 
among many the onnar ran table acquisition of riehee, b*d 
tntrodnced hmiiy m erery shape, and m ita moat per 
nloious eiceaa Tbaae two enannonB erili went harai in 
hand togethsr through the whole preeidBiKiy mfeoting 
almost erery member of eadi department Every mferior 
seemed to hare gnaped at wealth, that he might be 
enabled to tssome that splrtt of pnfuaian, which was now 
the only distinatloo between him and his superior. Thus 
all disthiotion ooaaed and every rank became, in a manner 
upon an equality Nor was thii the end of the mtaohief 
for a cantest of suoh a nature among our aervanta neces- 
■arOy destroyed all propoitioa between their wants and 
the hooest meana of aatlafying them. In a oountry where 
money is plenty where fear la the prmxdple of goremmant, 
and where your arms are ever viotorioua, it Is no wonder 
that the lost of rlohee should readily embraee the prof 
fered meana of its gratifioation, or that the instnrmeots of 
ytmr power aboold avail themselvea of them anihority 

TUs cMhirfce ta fmiSOmi br Qm pncdM Qin, to Um bW 

tartanr*. tMtjBklM ta±l ha bsTv vbat had tea alraalr d«ai tr 

On CsBiniate, 4el» tte cxacmtlan of Um < ll■ ^— iii» TT»nt h)i«n SilaiM bad 
— rta. ad ta tte — cm ha averts n tcdhidMil vbe vlatitad 
tbaaamana ODldte ta^ to«rt**ii7 Fteavtenw m rnhyttiai ot tte 
fiTteti'iiin.M H* fma D0 mate ts IbW ttet tx eOter CM bnacbcTtha 
esiuuU canid te ct tamj trf vtth toap aaif — W 
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olive’s description of the government. 

■and proceed even to extortion in those cases where simple BOOK IV. 
corruption could not keep pace with then rapacity chat rur 

Examples of this sort, set by superiors, could not fail 

of being followed in a proportionable degree by lufenoi's 
The evil was contagions, and spread among the civil and 
mihtaiy, down to the writer, the ensign, and the free mer- 
chant”' The language of the Duectors held pace with 
that of the Governor In their answer to the letter from 
which this extract is taken, they say, “We have the 
strongest sense of the deplorable state to which om affairs 
were on the point of bemg reduced, from the coiniption 
and rapacity of oui servants, and the rmiversal depravity 
of manner’s throughout the settlement The general re- 
laxation of aU disciphne and obedience, both mihtary and 
civd, was hastily tending to a dissolution of aU government 
Oui letter to the Select Committee expresses om sen- 
timents of what has been obtained by way of donation , 
and to that we must add, that we think the vast fortunes 
acquired m the inland ti-ade have been obtamed by a senes 
of the most tyrannic and oppressive conduct that ever was 
known m any age or country ”- 
The letters fiom the Court of Duectors, commandmg 
the immediate and total abandonment of the inland trade, 
and the execution of the new covenants agamst the receipt 
of presents, had ainved on the 24th of January, 1765, pre- 
vious to the formation of the treaty with Nujum-ad-dowla 
Tet so far was the inland trade from bemg abandoned, that 
the unlinnted exercise of it, free from aU duties except two 
and a half per cent upon the article of salt, and along with 
that unlunited exeicise,the prohibibion, or what amounted 


1 Letter, dated Calcutta, 30tli September, 1766, from Lord Clive to the 
Court of Directors, Third Report of Committee, 1772, Appendix, No 73 In 
the letter of the same date from the Select Committee, tvhioh was merelv 
another letter from Clive, by whose nod the other Members of the Committee 
were governed, they express themselves bound “ to laj open to the view of 
the Directors a series of transactions too notoriously known to be suppressed, 
and too affecting to their interest, to the national character, and to the ex- 
istence of the Compau) iu Bengal, to escape unnoticed and nncensnrcd , — 
transactions which seem to demonstrate thateverv spring of this government 
was smeared with corruption , that pnnciples of rapacity and oppression 
nnlversall} prevailed, and that every spark of sentiment and public spirit 
was lost and extmgnlshed in the unbounded lust of unmerited wealth ” 
Ib App No 86 —51 

That many of their charges were not ill founded, is manifest from the 
Minutes of Council quoted in Vansittnrtfs Narrative, and from Johnstone’s 
•vindication of himself In his Letter to the Proprietors London, 1766 — W 

2 Report, ut supra, Appendix, No 74 
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BOOK lY to tlw proHbition, of »n other truJen, the mntion of op- 
ntir TC. piMBi f o dnttai, from irldah the Hn glieh irere exempt, hid 
■ ' »"■ been inserted, cs lading srtioloe, in the treatj Agiin, u 
iTi*. to irhat itgirded the oavmunti, not only hid pr ee eu ti^ 
npon the sooeoion of Nt^jnm-sd-dcrwU been received, -with 
TTrioV^tar^ alsonty in defUnoe of them but they remained 
xmoxocnted to that very hoar The Oommitteo of the 
Honse of Commoni ooald not disoow from the rec ords 
that the Ooremor had so much as harmght them rnider the 
oonsoltat&cm of the Ccmndl Board * and it is certain that 
no notice 'whatsoever been oommunlcsted to the other 
aerranta of the Company that any such engagements were 
reqnirwL 

The exeootlan of the oovezumta, as a very easy and simple 
trannotlon, was tme of the ouiiat of the measures of the 
OoDxmittee. They were signed, first by the llembers of 
the OooDoIl, and ^ aerrants on the ard aftarwarda 
transmitted to the armies and ^otorias, where they were 
immediaUly exeoutsd by everybody with one retnarhahle 
exception. Oeneral Oainac^ when they aroved, distsbuted 
them to ha offioera, among whom the Bignatiire met with 
no svajpim. Bat Osnoral Oarnao himself on the pretence 
that they were dated several mcmths previous to the tnne 
at which intimatian of them was oonreyed to him, forbore 
privately to execute hit own. A few weeka afterwards, 
upon his re Umi to Oslootta, he dgned it, indeed, without 
anyscru^ but, in the mterval, he had reoelTed a pres en t 
of two Isoks of mpeee from the redoeed and impoveruhed 
Emperor 

> In Mte ofC&TV tt a«o«ilCana£.e<Qe BthUor ^ **7* tbe Omdl 
lud tp ttw Oc o r M lttH) the SWtms tb« eor^iMflli ■jotd, irtdcfa tfagy wkj 
!• of kA cnaMqvBc*, thxt tbaj fhfailf of MttBaf lultbxt 

Oin mrtil Lora Cnra*! onraL Ldk cf Clh«. Jareotaw, «m of tSe 
iBd u aeliTt afftst ti tb* vboU tiratruoi of Ibo prasnli, ftret 
TtUar dttECnnt aoeovitL “ttlatr** beM}t, (be cvrausti ontTve 
beforv Cn AaCli of Umt JtJDtr, vbo tu rat at dwl Cm Omsbl to t« tn 
cay idfer of djlnc i I -rw doc at Ha Clondl tbey dtrod, nor ■! uy 
tnw tin I «u eaUad Oovs to aaSat tbalr fabbaialloa ¥y«m Oh araca 
of Qa KabaVt iWrti. Tb« umx van afknd to ne, and 

tainly enU nat ta tomd liy wemati vtddi 1 sot cely M rat Sfa, tat 
laiar vw crn i g ^ili a A to cvil I hm hMid fron tba frntWnra if Ca 
Coandl, n»t QMlr naaoi firr DM ttfalsa tta eormili vn, tSat tba 
On B^ i c a aira to tbtn aonra and c Un crdtaajy and ioaoad batia ta u 
oaaoy oa^ctkaLi, fbat Ibcy did papara ta nd baioa mraatnaeaanM 
tt, aattlDc fcTd tlM najcu Irjodclax a>* nfnlaike a r a ijadapt bM 1b>- 
pew MiMtara* Lattar ta tha rroprWin, CX— W . _ 

^Thb tmradxBi li oet amrataly Ocsenl Caiue^ ofepctleB to 

dfn tba ea a aaaiu vu fcitetty naraubla. Jn B voaU hara bocod tdaa tb 
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Tlie Nabob, Nu.jum-ad-do'wla, hastened to Calcutta, upon BOOK IV 
the arrival of Chve , and being exceedingly displeased ■with chap vh 

resti’aints imposed upon him, presented a letter of com- 

plamts Mohammed Eeza Khan, -whose appomtment to 
office of Naib Subah -was the most offensive 'to the Nabob 
of all the hard conditions to -which he had been compelled 
to submit, had given presents on account of his elevation 
■to the amount of nearly t-wenty lacks of rupees There 
■was nothmg, in this, unusual or surpnsmg , but the Nabob, 

■who -was eager to obtam the ground of an accusation 
against a man -whose person and office -were alike odious 
to him, complained of it as a dilapidation of his treasury 
The servants of the Company, among -whom the pnncipal 
part of the money -was distributed, -were those -who had 
the most strongly contested the authority of Chve’s 
Committee , and they seem to have excited, by that oppo- 
sition, a very warm resentment The accusation -was 
treated as a matter of great and senous importance Some 
of the native officers engaged in the negotiation of the 
presents, though required only for the purpose of endence, 

■were put under arrest A formal mvestigation -was insti- 
tuted It -was alleged that threats had been used to extort 
the gifts And the Committee pronounced certam facts 
■to be proved, but in their great forbearance reserved the 
decision -to the Court of Directors The servants, whqse 
conduct -was arraigned, solemnly demed the charge of using 
■terror or force, and it is time that then declaration -was 
opposed by only the -testimony of a few natives, 'whose 
veracity is always questionable when they have the 
smallest interest to depart fiom the truth ^ who m the 


the ohservance of a law of which he did not know tlie existence, and which 
he would have violated unwittingly, ha\mg hetnceu the date of the covenant 
and its reaching him, avonedly received a present of 70 000 rupees from the 
Bnln ant Sinh There was no intention of evading its prospectli e operation, 
as the interval was short hefore he did sign It, and the General declared In his 
evidence before the Committee of the House, that from the moment he was 
publicly apprised of the Company’s pleasure on the subject, he considered 
himself equally hound by the covenant, whether he signed it or not With 
regard to the two lacks of rupees, said to have been received by him from the 
King, after he knew of the covenants, the charge is untrue General Camao 
declined accepting it without the permission of the Governor and Couucil, to 
whom, therefore, the King wrote to request that their permission might be 
granted The Council referred it to the Court of Directors, and if finally 
received, therefore, it n as with their approbation Appen 3rd Report, 1773, 
p 390 — W 

1 There is little reason to question the veracity of such men as Mohammed 
Rera, Jaggat Set, and other natives of respectability, n ho gave evidence in 
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BCM3K lY preoent caia were not eiemlned upon oftth j were d«plj 
cuAF viL Inieresied in ftmitrig an apology for their own oandoot, ind 

had an enjoieite feeling of the eontimenta which prorailed 

^ ^ towards the penona whom they accused In the breasts of 
those who now wielded the soeptre. Ihere Beams not, m 
reality to have been any differenoe m the apphcations for 
preeenta on thia uid on former ooossioDS, except perhaps 
m Bome little ceramomaasDess of tnatifiw A significant 
Qxpressian esoapoa from Yerelst, who was an actor in the 
Boene ' Mohammed Eeia Ehan,” he sayi, affirms that 
these mns were not Tohmtacily given. Ihis the Kngluih 
gentleman deny Perhaps the leadei^ who coosideie the 
moreased power of the may regard this as a vahoi 

dispute." 

On the JWth of Jane I^wd Qlve departed from CSslctrtta, 
on a progress up the oonnfcry for the porpoee of focmtng a 
new arrangemeat with the Nabob for the govenimont of 
the proTinces, and of oonolndJiig a treaty of pesoe with 
Sqja-ad-dowla the Ylnr 

'Die first negotktion was of ipanogHtnairt. What- 
erer the Ocmmittee were pleased to oommsTid, Nujus^&d 
dowla was oonstrained to obey The whole of the power 
reserved to the habobv and lodged with the Naib Bohah, 
was too great, they said, to be deposited In a nng^e hand 
they reeolre^ therefore, to aasooiste the Booloob 
Ttamj and Juggut Seet, the TTind n banker with Mohammed 
Bees Ehsn, in the saperintendenoe of the Nabob s afiairs. 
To pi ee oi r o oonoord among these oollcsgues, it was deter 
TniTMtA.1 to employ the vigilant oontrol of a serrant of the 
Company realdent upon the spot. The Nabob was also 
DOW required to resign the whole of the revenue^ and to 
make over the mansgemeot of the Bnhahdaree, with every 
advantage ansmg from it, to the Company by whom an 
aimiisl pension of fif^ lacks of rupees, subject to the 

tlN pracnl tnJMialon, sad vto kaS Iwa InilrMriirwt to S«ppt fnan Ub 
traft tin tin TnniMtii «bo «r* ytiwcmlij tnttmUd. Ttn t»- 
<K«see b erewatlir aJ a tt m is tin j iltaated to tin verdi footed 

frtnVcnJit Tbe coitHrtlti g MMTtnuuin Cbpot Tin 

fiviopam, tt b trma, Ajd MOt cvpIOT Icrt* to ciiujjnl On rtrmjtVw vblrti 
tbiT mU i* J ( bit mov cm la no 4o«tit tkst tbt 7 did iii ui»*f tStlr n 
yetTE bm. tod that th« iimif XilNb, sad kb •drbm. deed BotdhBfTCtMt 

Voibtb VTrv ot Ota EsfOtk Oortrmmirt tn ^ M. Ter tk* *aM 

TWTtd, «B* tko mo Ony boro to tko nm r m lTod kj On aanacP* ^ 
WwadMn rtTTJntVm, wa ttnimcedffls bth p. HD 
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management of tlicir tliieo nominees, 'ttcro to bo allowed BOOK lY 
to bnuself The final arrangement of these terms was chap -vni 

notified to the Committee on tho 2Sth of Jul}, by a letter 

despatched from Moorshedabad, whence, a feiv da}s befoic, 

Chvc had pioceeded on his journey 

Tiie arm} had prosecuted tho ad\antagcs gained oier 
the Vizir , and at this time had penetrated fai into tho 
terntones of Oude Tho arrangement, howevei, which 
had been concluded with tho Emperor, and m conformity 
with which the English were to recenc the Gauzeeporo 
country for themsch cs, and to bestow the dominions of 
Suja-ad-dowla on the Emperor, had been sevciely con- 
demned by tho Court of Directors They denounced it, 
not only as a violation of tlieir icpeated instructions and 
commands not to extend the domimons of tho Company , 
hut ns lu itself an impohtic engagement, full of bin den, 
but destitute of profit* Loid Chvc, and, what is the same 
thing. Lord Chvo’s Committee, professed a deep convic- 
tion of the wisdom of that policy (the hmitation of doni- 
mon) which the Directors prescribed, - declaring, “that 
an influence maintained by force of arms was destiuctno 
of that commercial spiiit which the seivants of tho Com- 
pany ought to promote , oppressive to the coimtry, and 
imuous to the Company , whoso military expenses had 
hitherto rendered fimtless then extraordinaiy success, and 
even the cession of rich piovinces”* 

After the battle of Buxar, the Vizir, who no longer con- 
sidered his own domimons secure, had sent his women 
and treasures to Bareily, the strong fort of a RohiUa chief , 
and, havmg gamed as much time as possible by negotiations 
with the Enghsh, endeavomed to obtain assistance fiom 
Ghazi-ad-dm Khan, from the EohiUa chiefs, and a body of 
Llahrattas, who were at that time under Mulhar Row, m 
the vicmity of Guahor The Mahrattas, and Ghazi-ad- 
din Khan, with a handful of foUowers, tho miserable re- 

1 Sec the Letter^ to Bengal, dated 24th Dec 17G6, and lOtU Feh 1765, in 
the Appendix to the Third Report 

2 Cll' e, In his letter to the Directors, dated 30th Sept 1765, says, “ AIj re- 
solution uas, and my hopes -ivlll always be, to confine our assistance, onr con- 
quest, and our possessions, to Bengal, Bahar, and Orlsa to go further is In 
mj opinion, a scheme so extravagantly ambitious and absurd, that no go- 
venor and council in their senses can over adopt it, unless the whole scheme 
of the Company’s interest be first entirely new modelled ” 

3 Instructions from the Select Committee to Uie President, dated 21st June, 

1765 , and their Letter to General Camac, dated 1st July 
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BOOK IV Tra^n* ol hii fonneir powo^ tiui, in w&hty joined him. 
our Tn. Bat tlie Bohniu hid imiued hnn with oclj deoeitM pro- 
— — ttiUm and he had been abandoned Bven by Snmroo who, 
with a body of aboat 300 Earopeana of Tinoas natioos, 
and a few thooaand Sepoys, wu negotiatiDg for semoe 
with the Jaat& 

The Ep gTiw'h had detaidied two battallona of Bepoyi, 
which took poBBeBBusn of Lookrinw the oaptal of (^de, 
and made an attempt open the f cu ti ea of Ghnnar the 
strength of which enaUed the gairbon to a saooeafal 

remetanoe when the prepaimtiona of Soja-ad-dowla Indnced 
ffir Eobert Fletcher, on whom, till the arrival of Gamao, 
after the dspartnie of Sir Hector Kanrc\ the oommand of 
the troopa had deroired, to endearoor to antkdpate that 
Nabob by taking the important fortnaa of Allahabad. 
Nnjaf Khan, aa a partisan of the Emperor had joined the 
En^lih with hit f<Jl<ywva from Bondeloond, and being 
well oeqaainted with the fortreas, pcoxited cmt the weakest 
part It was speedily breached and the garriaon, too ir 
reaolote to bnTs a storm, immediately sorr sa dgred. Soon 
after this event General Oamie iirived, and took the 
oommand of the ermy The ntoeiicn of the enemy which 
rendered their deei^iB onoertain, ponded, few a tirne, the 
General who orer-eatunated thev etrongth, aivl was 
afraid of leaving the froDtiera axpoeed- Having received 
undcrabted intelligence that the enemy had began to 
march on the Corah rood and saspeoting that an attack 
was designed upon Sir Bobort Fletober who oommanded a 
separate oorpe In the eame direoticni he made Ksne forced 
marches to effect a junotion with that oonunaodar ; and, 
having joined him, advanced with omted forces towards 
the enemy On the 3d of May a battle was foaght in the 
neigh boorfiood of Corah or rather a nHrmiaTt, for by the 
ahaenoe of the 'RnKfllaii, and the weaknees of Ghaxi-ad'din 
Khan, the foroe of the Vliir was inoondderable, and he 
was stm mtimidated by remomhranoe of Baiju. The 
klahratiea, on whom he ohlefiy depended, were soon 
dlsperaod by the Kngiiah artillery The Virir seperatod 
from them and they retired with prwapitatlon towards 
the Jumna. Obaei ilng thw En gliWb to remit tbepnrsnit 
in order to watch the Tiiir who made no attempt to join 
hla alUea, they ventored a aeoond effort to enter Corah. 
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To stop their incursions the General resolved to drive BOOK IV 
them beyond the Jiiinma , ciossed that nvoi on the 22d , cn.vr vii 

dislodged them from their post on the opposite side , and 

obliged them to retiio to the hills 17G5 

The Vizir impelled, on the one side by the desperate 
state of his affairs, on the other by hopes of moderate 
treatment from the English, resolved to throw himself 
entirely upon their generosity, by placmg his person m 
their hands On the 19th of May, General Carnac received, 
written by the Nabob with his oiin hand, a lettei, in which 
he informed that officer that ho was on his way to meet 
him The General received him with the highest marks 
of distmction , and all parties lecommeuded a dehcato and 
hberal treatment The final settlement of the terms of 
pacification was reserved for the presence of Chve As it 
was unanimously agreed, that it would cost the Company 
more to defend the Counti'y of the Vizir, than it would 
yield in revenue , that Suja-ad-dowla was more capable of 
defending it than the Empeioi, to whom it had been for- 
merly promised, or than any other chief who could be set 
up , and that m the hands of the Vizir it might form a 
barrier against the Mahiuttas and Afghans , it was deter- 
mmed to restore to him the whole of his dommions, with 
the exception of Allahabad and Corah, which were to be 
leserved to the Emperor 

When the first conference was held with the Vizir on the 
2nd of August, he strongly expressed his gratitude for the 
extent of dommion which his conquerors v ere wilhng to 
restore , and readily agreed to the payment of fifty lacks of 
rupees demanded m compensation for the expenses of the 
war but, when it was pioposed to him to permit the 
Engbsh -to trade, free from duties, and erect factones m 
his dormmons, he lepresented so earnestly the abuses 
which, under the name of trade, the Company’s servants 
and their agents had perpetrated m the provmces of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Onssa , and expressed with so much 
vehemence his apprehension of disputes, and the impos- 
sibihty they would cieate of long pieservmg the blessings 
of peace, that Clive agreed, m the terms of the tieaty, 
to omit the very names of tiade and factories 

The Baja Bidwant Smg, who held, as dependencies of 
the Subah of Oude, the Zemmdarees of Banares and Gau- 
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BOOK XV tlio fltli of Febnuxy ilioald rwniln in foroo until a more 
cair Tn. equHable and aatisfaotoiy ocmld be formed and 

— — — — adopted and, aa It iraa Unpo«fble for them to frame mob 
ITSfi. ^ pijji ^ home, deatrtote aa thej were of the Informatlais 
and Ughta neoeaaarj to guide them in Battling anoh an 
important afEur — the Committee irero therefore ordered, 
aa soon after the reooipt of this letter aa might be con- 
Yeniont, to oonsolt the Nabob aa to the manner of oarrylng 
on the Inlfwi trade, and therenpon to form a proper and 
•qnitahle plan for that pnrpoae and tranamit the aame to 
the Direotors, acoompti^ied b; snoh ezplaoatlona, obeerra 
tlona, and remarks, as might enable t>iwm to giro their 
Bentimenta and direotiaiia thereupon in a fall and expUoit 
manner — And in doing thia, as before observed, they 
irere to have a parttaalar regard to the interest and entire 
Baids&ntlaQ. of the Nabob. It vna agreed, in general oon- 
aoHatiaD at Port WllUam, on the S6th of Janaary l7ftS, 
to defer all proceedings on ihla order till the amral of 
Lord dhe and in the mean time, m deflarice of both 
4lett«rB, the eoone of the inland trade remained nndis* 
tnrbed. 

One important otroonurtanae In the letter of the let of 
June, the Ihreotora thamaehree interpreted one way their 
sarranta in India ohoaa to Interpret another The servmnta 
inferred that the letter empowered them not only to con- 
trire a plan, but also to it in practice. It was main- 
tained on the other hand, that the letter only authorised 
them to dense a plan, and transmit the aoootmt of it to 
the Pireotora. The letter as naoal, was vagae and am 
bigoons and those who had to act igxm it, at ao raat a 
distanoe, preferred, as might hare been ezpeoted, the in- 
terpretation whioh boat salted thair own Intareeta. 

It 11 ■worthy of partionlar remark, that Lord Ohve, as 
he deolana to the Directon thamaelTea, framed the plan 
which was afterwards adoptsd, during his voyage to Trwtift- 
But, as he oonld not then have any U^rts whioh he had 
not in Pngiand, he mlgh^ mdeae hie had determiDod not 
to bo gorerned by the Direotora, hare opened to tbem hla 
project before he dqiorted and hare allowed to his mas- 
ters the privilege of dem^ng. 

It is not leaa worthy of remark, that dlTe and the 
other Members of the Belect Conunittei — -Camae ex 
lahkLrtw ealHCOrBtta.litrin3Jr im. 
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cepted, wlio had not left the anny— fonned a partnership BOOK IV 
before the beginning of June, for buying up large quanti- chap vri. 

ties of salt , that all the pui chases were made during the 

month of Jime, and that m nme months the parties 
realized a profit, mcludmg mteiest, of about forty-five per 
cent In apology for Ghve, it was stated, that he brought 
out with him three gentlemen from England, Mr Strachey, 
his secretaiy , Mx Maskelyne, an old friend and 'feUow- 
servant of the Company , and Mr Ingham, his surgeon , 
and that for the sake of makmg a fortune to them he^ 
engaged in that suspicious transaction If a proceeding, 
however, is m its own nature shameful, there is but httle 
saved, when the emolument is only made to go mto the 
pocket of a connexion ’ 

On the lOth of August, after these purchases had for 
some tune been completed, and after certam mqimies had 
been made respecting the usual prices of salt m different 
places , it was resolved, m a Select Committee composed 
of only Mr Sumner and Mr Verelst, That a monopoly 
should be formed of the trade m salt, betel-nut, and to- 
bacco, to be earned on exclusively for the benefit of the 
superior seiwants of the Company After seveial consul- 
tations, the foUowmg rules were adopted That, deducting 
a duty to the Company, computed to produce 100,0001 
per annum, the profits should be divided among three 
classes of proprietors That, in the first class, should be 
allowed — ^to the governor, five shares, to the second m 
coimcil, three shares , to the general, three shares , ten 
gentlemen of council, each two shares two colonels, each 
two shares — in all thirty-five That, in the second class, 
consistmg of one chaplam, fouideen senior merchants, and 
three lieutenant-nolonels, in all eighteen persons, two- 
thirds of one share should be gi-anted to each, or twelve 
shares to the whole In the third class, consistmg of thir- 
teen factors, four majors, four first surgeons at the presi- 
dency, two first surgeons at the army, one secretary to the 
council, one sub-accountant, one Persian translator, and 

1 There Tvas nothing “ shameful " In the nature of the tronsaction The 
■wisdom of the •’cheme may ho qnestloneii, hnt It ns adopted deUberatelj" and 
openly, ns the only practlcnhle expedient of providing for the indispntabie 
necessit} of giving liberal poj to responsible ofBcers, 'whilst depriving them 
Of the opportunity of rerannernting themsel-ves, and whilst the only legiti- 
mate source of publie recompense, Oie public treasury was j et unopened 
— W 

TOL m. 


IT . 
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msrOBY OF BBITIBH INDIA^ 
oufi ■ub-esport-wirehoase-keepei^ in *n twcntj-ieion per 
Bou, one-third of » share shoold be dUtiibated to wud^ 
or nine sharee to the irtiole That a committee of fonr, 
empoirered to make borrow monej’ and detonmne 

the amcmnt of capital, ahoold be appomied for the entire 
macagemect of the oonoem that the pnrohtaee 8hoal4 
be made bj oontraot 'Huit the goods ahoold be oocTejed 
bj the agents of the to certain fixed plaees, 

and there sold to the natire merohante and retailers at 
established and inranable prices 'lhat the eiohisiTe 
power of maklDg those pcn^tases shoold be ensured to 
the lasodatloD for one jear And that Soropean agents 
shoold be aDowed to oo^oot the boafnen of the sodetj 
in different parts of the ooontiY 
In defence of tide aoheme, it was urged, that bj the 
proHhltltm of presents, and ths growing ahare of the ex 
port *nd import trade engroesed bj the Companj’a mToet- 
zneot, the pay of their serTanta waa redooed to the means 
of a bare fobcfartenoe i that beeldee the hardship of this 
policy the wisdom was very dsfeotlTs, ilnoe it was absurd 
to auppoee that men deprired of the meant of enriohing 
them^rea by legittmate^ woold abstain froca illegitim&te 
means, when pUi^ to a boondleBa extent in tbeir power ; 
that a too rapid enrlohing of thedr semnts, by 
them to horry to En gland, god IsaTing none but inexpe- 
rienced youths to ooodaot thezr affairs, was roinous to 
their interests and by the admirable urangementa 
of the trade aodsty a proper fortune was seoared to those 
who had attained a oertam station in the samoe, without 
inoumng the danger of aandlng tbpon home enriched at 
too eariy a period. 

Upon thm arguments, cos refleotioci oaonot be with- 
held, beoaose the oocaaiona for its application are exoeed- 

n '*hoIIr tasOsiivat* m s Mn at JcSnWpns, fei Tte 

Oahomtt tb* nrrltkDiyeM of Uw 0 »too] ts tlgn tbs uneaMiU , Tpyhlrtr 
ufM tbe bMofldewT a the MkiWi tt Us OwEvanT^ MmsWi tb« sOor 
MOiT CDCbelUv ts VT'Sea, h not acr* tkxs not, of tecWrl4^iC 
vntcT B lsl«l t i a ssw* IML , tot Os mil my rat bo* bi 
OUaim. a aooi oscrtr tSs Ttials of vTcs cmaeO'ort mUij Lsttir to 
Qm Prcrritten. ScCrfr^ !■ Syrf. fr. rf T T M, 

*'as HlcTj of wninolW b I IhliX tareshr 3HI. isr tnnm, gs4 B b 
T«tlkacFn(bcthiesiiKitDTSlii tlLrtQoatTTfcrbatbMluni. 
leo. Sj l 0 B( •* tbs Blsrtas of tbs drll sad atlUtUT mTbsi Mt Qf« Ccs»> 
mtKj^ taisixs WWsrT«,it VBsscnWroBS to szpset tisi tber *niM sot oh. 
tbs povtr ibs7 psBsesBC of psrt dis c Sr tbstr on ■ s tntw i. sWIbr 
wwbtritng acTS — W 
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mgly numeious, and because it appears, unhappily, to be BOOK IV. 
not unfrcquently made It is contrary to espenence, that cUiU* vn 

by deriving large emoluments from an office, the person 

Tvho holds it will be less eager to grasp at any unlawful 
gams which are within his reach The avidity for more is 
not in general diminished by the amount of what is pos- 
sessed A trifling sum will doubtless lose something of 
its apparent magnitude in the eye of a man of wealth , 
but the vast sums aie those alone which are of much 
importance , and they, we find, are as resistless a tempta- 
tion to the rich as to the poor The prevalence of the 
idea that satiating the servants of the pubhc with wealth 
IS a secret for rondenng them honest, only proves how 
httle the art of government has borrowed as yet from the 
science of human nature If, with immense emoluments, 
a door is left open to misconduct, the misconduct is but 
the more ensured , because the power of the offendei 
afibrds him a shield against both popular contempt and 
legal chastisement If the servants of the Company, as 
Chve and his Committee so positively aflffimed, had it in 
their power, and in their inclination, to pdlage and em- 
bezzle, when their incomes were small, the mere enlarge- 
ment of their incomes would add to the power, and could 
not much detract fiom the inchnation * 

At the time of these proceedings, the Select Committee 
were depnved of the shelter even of an ambiguous ex- 
pression , and knew that they were acting m express 
defiance of the wishes and commands of their superiors 
Under date the 15th of February, 1765, the Directors had 
written m the following terms “ In our letters of the 8th 
Febiuary, and 1st June last, we gave our sentiments and 
directions very fully in respect to the inland trade of 


1 This reflection is not fonnded npon so careful a consideration of hnman 
nature as might have been expected from onr author Although cases of 
msatiahle cupidity may from time to time occur, yet in general a man ivho 
has in his hands the means of securing, at no very remote period, a moderate 
fortune for himself and his family, is removed from the temptation of ac- 
celerating that period by illicit gains He Is also likely to he deterred from 
yielding to the temptation h> the amount of loss which he hazards To him 
who has nothing, the consequences of exposure offer little terroZ, to him who 
has much, disgrace, and eventualiy diminished wealth, wrill be very re- 
luctantly risked All consliieration of moral principle is omitted in the 
text, but in the instance of Insufficient means. Integrity is manifestly power- 
fully assailed, whilst in that of competent means it Is strengthened and con- 
firmed That these views are sound Is established by events, and the 
generally nnimpeached Integrity of the Company’s servants in India has 



I 

9&S HISTOBT bF BRiriSE INDIA 

BOOE IT Beogtl } — 'm now enforoo the nme in the strangest mm- 
cnir TIL ner end pocttlTelj insist tfiet jon take no steps -whaterer 
tcrwards renewing this trade, without our exprees leare 
17® for which reason jon mnst not fiul to gfre us the faQeet 
infonnstKin upon the subject, agreesbij to oar ahore- 
mantioned direcboca. 

HsTlng thos established the FriTste^trade Sooietj the 
Oomnuttee proceeded to Introdnoe other regulations which 
the state of aSain appeared to require. It had been a 
oommon practice with meniben of the Cotmon, instead of 
remaining at tbe Board for the bttaineae of the Presidanaj 
to receire nomiTation to the ohiefibip of faotaries, as 
ofiect SB additional means of aocomnlating mane/ were 
there plaoed in their handa To thia praotloe the Com 
mlttee, on tot/ good grotmda, rtaolred to pot an end. 

We are otatvlnoed, they said, "b/ tbt/ late eapenenoe 
that the moet flagrant oppressioGs may ^ wantonly cocu- 
mitted in those employinenta, by membera of tbe Board, 
whiob would not be tolerated in junior serrante j and that 
the dread aod awe annexed to their station, as oouncaHon, 
baa too frequently soteened tbam from oomplsmts which 
would be lodged without fear or scrapie agunwt inferior 
serranta. Yet, wHh this ezpeDence before them, they 
recommend great emoluments as a secnnfy against oor 
ruptlon. The Committee farther remarked, that not only 
tbe busliieaB, which was tims engrossed Members of 
the Board, oould be as well trsnsscted by a juniar eemnt, 
at much leas expense but that other ineonTenienoes, stHl 
more pernicious, were Incurred that by the absence of eo 
many members of tbe boerd, bad been neceaeuy to 
increase their numbere from twebre to sixteen that by 
tbe regular departure to the out-aettlementa of 
Members of the Councfl who hid the greatest influenoe to 
procure their own appomiment, there was eo rapid a 
change of couDoIIlors at tbe board, where only tbe youngest 
and most Inexpedeneed retnalDed, that tbe businaBB of tbe 
Presidency was obliged to be conducted hj men deficient 


aOonS fh* tlcrmlta Cbctr r«7 In to Qu irfpwWtOtr W (b*lr 

WiMap o, nd tfa tWr fWTwti lTTWpotttrf iHumiJ g tk HffldeKT' t» tkrtr 
uCto oaoxtry — W 

Tki cbd}«ib«sO tn Qtit CMt.n to t* t* irmnEliwvd, m In flMtr mj 
k>tm IWtili mjf i ot oppr^mkm i tMy bidetsDe, HiiStrC ky no 
bnadi cxeayt Am y*TW •aid matUStf W t£a ladlrUxil— W 
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MHAsuKEfe or Clive’s co:\rMirTEE 

in the kno\slo(lgo and cxiicnence ncccssarj for carrj lug LOOK LV. 
it on ciiAr VII 

Anotlicr nicnsnrc, productnoof considorablo irritation 

and dibiurlnncc, V ns promoted hj Ch\e The rapid nc- 
quisitiou of riches in Bengal had recently sent so many of 
the superior servants, along viththcu fortunes, to Europe, 
that few remained to fill up the aacancics in tlio Council 
except either men ver^ xoung and incxpeiienccd, or those 
whom Clive described as tainted with the coiTuiitions 
winch had vitiated the administration Tlio Committee 
sn\, “ It IS with the utmost regret we think it incumbent 
on us to declare, that in the whole list of jour jumor 
merchants, there arc not more than thieo or four gentle- 
men whom w e could possiblj recommend to highci stations 
at iircscnt" Thej accordmglj' forbore to supplj' the x a- 
cancies which occurred in the Council, and resohed upon 
calling a cci tain number of sen ants at the other presi- 
dencies, to supersede those in Bengal Thej" paid to then 
emplojcrs the compliment of recommending the mcasme 
to their consideration , but waited not for their decision, 
for, m two months from the date of their letter, four gen- 
tlemen arnved from Madras, and soon aftci took then 
scats at the Boaid ‘ 

Among the circumstances most strongly recommended 
to Lord Chx o by the Company, xvas the reduction of the 
militaiy expenses, which absorbed all their icvenues, and 


1 Tlic effects of this rnensnre arc thus (Icscribcd hy the Committee them- 
selves “As soon ns this racisurc became known bv reports from Madras, the 
jounp p^ntiemen of tiic settieraent had set themsehes up for Judges of Uio 
proprict) of our conduct, and tiic degree of tiiclr o^vn ment ” It is to bo ob- 
served that by “ jonng gentlemen," licre is to be understood all those, with- 
out exception, wlio were not of tiic council, tliat is, all those whoso interests 
were affected by this unnsnal proceeding, and tlicy were oven joined bj 
Bcvcral Members of the Council lliat Clive sliould treat it ns unondumblo 
in such persons to express an unfavourable opinion upon his conduct, or upon 
a treatment which they naturallj regarded ns highlj injurious to themsehes, 
is in the genuine strain of pouer, both in India and Europe The Committee 
continue “Tlic} have not only set their hands to the memorial of com- 
plaint, but entered into associations unbecoming at their jears, and de- 
structiic of that subordination, ^^itho^t which no government can stand , all 
visits to the President are forbidden , all Invitations from him and the 
Members of the Committee are to be slighted the gentlemen called don n by 
our authoritj ^m Madras are to be treated vrlth neglect and contempt ” 
Even tlie Secretary to the Council, dtstlngnishing himself in this association, 
n as dismissed from his office, and suspended the service The Committee adds, 
“ Ton will bo astonished to observe at the head of this list, t« o members of 
your Connell who subscribe their names in testimonj of their sense of the 
injustice done to the younger servants” lyCtter from the Select Committee 
to the Directors, dat^ 1st Jannarj , 17b6 
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BOOK. IT oondiwnn to death. Each officer eaocated a penalty bood 
chaivtu. of 600i, not to aooept hie lvwnTn^«■^r^n till donhle batta 

inB restored. A subeonptioD waa raiood among them to 

17W. eatahliah a fond lor of those who might 

■nSer in the proeeoation of the enterpclBe and to thxa, it 
waa nndeiatood, that the gentlemen in the aril aarrioe, 
and eren thoee at the Proridenoy, largely oontribnted. 

When the army waa m this aitnatJcai, a body of between 
fifty and airty thooaand Mahrattaa appeared on the fron- 
tiera of Oomh, about one hundred and fifty milea from 
To watoh their motion^ the brigade remain- 
ing in gacnecm at that waa o r dered to enoamp at So- 
ragepore. Early in Apii, Lord Ohre, accompanied by 
General Caroao, had repaid to Mooiah e da ba d, in order 
to regulate the ooUeetloDa of the r eve nu e for the ano- 
ooedhig year to recetre from Buj*Hid-dowi» the balance 
of hla paymenta, to bold a oongresa of the native 
or pnnoea, who were diapoeed to form an alliance 
for mutual defence agdnst the Mahrattaa. On the l&th, 
waa tmnimrtted to him, from the Select Oommittee, a 
remcmstnnee recdved from the offioen of the third bri- 
gade, expreaaed in reiy high language, which he directed 
to be answered with li^ reapeot It was not tdl late in 
the erening of the 28th| whm he reoerred a letter from 
Sir Robert Pletoher the commanding officer at Ucngheer 
that Chre had the slightest knowie^ or susplcicsi of a 
conapiraoy so extenahe, and of which the oompHoated 
operatacKia had been gedng on for sereral months. 

At BanUpore, a ocomdeiehle part of the cantanmtmtB 
had been butnt down and a Ocr^ ilartial was held upon 
one of the officen, aocoaed 4^ having been the Tolmrtaiy 
cause. The act prooeeded from a qusnel between him and 
another officer who attempted to take away hit eommis- 
amcbyfciToe and, upon explaring the reason of this exin- 
ordmary operatioti, the existence of the oambmatian was 
dlscloeed. The o ommaiidtn gnffliiT jTTiTTi*<H«t»Ty 
an account of the discovery to Hit Robert flet^or at 
Mnogheer who was by oo means xmaorisiiited with the 
proceedings in his own but was only now induced 

TU h iT Cm Brifada «t Bm^TTUr*. Wt, u nivU ta 

nn Um pnrkMi qaatScstica tt Um BrijcadM, tktl Ttdek u ^aartuvS it 
A TT i hih J, aUck-Tu Ca wewd, notOa tbtrV W 
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to gne intmialiou of them to Ins snponon It was iho BOOK IV 
plan of the olheers to resign their commisMons on tho 1st chat vn 

of June, but this dlsco^er 3 determined them, with tho 

exception of tho brigade at Allahabad, to whom informa- 
lion coidd not bo forwarded in time, to execute their pur- 
pose a month earlier 

Chveat first could not allow himself tobchoaothat tho 
combination was extensne, or that anj considerable 
number of men, tho A\holc of whoso piospccts in life woic 
founded upon tho scrMCc, would liaae resolution to perso- 
xeie in a scheme, b} which the danger of exclusion from 
it, not to speak of othci consequenees, was unavoidably 
incurred It was one of those scenes, howcaer, in which 
ho was admirabl} calculated to act with success Resolute 
and daring, fear no\ci turned him aside from his purposes, 
or depriaed him of tho most collected exertion of lus 
mind in tho gicatcst cmei-gcncics To submit to tho 
Molcnt demands of a bod} of armed men, was to resign 
the goi ernment He had a few officers in his suite upon 
whom ho could depend , a few more, he concluded might 
} et be found at Calcutta, and tho factories , and some of 
the fico mci chants might accept of commissions Tho 
grand object was to presen c tho common soldiers in order 
and obedience, till a fresh sujipl} of officers fiom tho othei 
Presidencies coidd bo obtained 

He remained not long without sufficient evidence that 
almost all the officci-s of all the three brigades were in- 
volved in the combination, and that their resignations 
were tendoied Directions weie immediately sent to the 
commanding officers, to find, if possible, the leadens in 
the conspiracy , to arrest those officem whose conduct 
appeared the most dangerous, and detam them pri- 
soners , above all things to secure the obedience of the 
Sepoys and black commanders, if the European troops 
should appeal to be infected wuth the disobedience of their 
officers Letters were despatched to the Couned at Cal- 
cutta, and the Presidency at Port St. George, to make the 
greatest exertions for a supply of officera , and Chve him- 
self hastened towards Mongheer On the road he received 
a letter from Colonel Smith, who commanded at Allaha- 
bad, informing him that the Mahrattas were in motion, 
and that BaUajee Row was at Calpee with 60,000 men 
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BOOK lY On the 3d of September the Select Oommittoo proceeded 
our Tn. to emngB the bnMneM of the tr^e sooietj for tno* 

• therjear The Companj in their letter of the 10^ of Feb- 

nary already rocdred, had declared that they considored 
the oontlnaanoe of thia trade * aa an eipreea brea<^ and 
Tlolation of their orders, and as a determined resolution to 
aaciifloe the Interesta of the Company and the peace of 
the ooontty to lacratlTe and eelflah viowi.” Pnmotmdn(t 
° that every aerrant oonoemed in that trade stood goilty 
of a breach of hia oovmnante, and of their ordera, they 
added, 'Whatever government may be eatabliebed, or 
whatever onforeaeen otronmgtanoee may arise, it is oar 
reaolntioD to prohibit, and w« do absolutely forbid, this 
trade of aolt, betol-<mt, and tohaooo, and of aH artiolea 
that are not for export and Import, according to the apdilt 
of the phirmaond, which does not tn the least give any 
latitnde wbatsoerer for oanying on sueh an inland trade 
and moreoTer we shall deem every Eoropean oon o emed 
ihereln, dlreotly or indirectly gaBty of a breach of his 
oomna^ and direct that he be forthwith eent to Eng 
land, that we may proceed agalnet him accordingly 
Kotwithatanding these okit and fartdhle prohibitlani, 
the Committee proceeded toa renewal of the monopoly aa 
If the orders of the Directors deserved not a moment’s 
regard. OUtq, in his ULante, turned them careleealy taide, 
observing that when the Oompany sent them, they oonld 
not hare ihe least idea of that faTomable change in the 
aSain of these provinoe^ whereby the interest of the 
Nabob, with regard to aalt, is oo longer immediately ood- 
oemed.” As a reason igslnst lodging the goremment of 
Tniilfl. tn jf-niin i^t the distance of half thn oiroamfereneo 
of the globe, the romad: would nmnt attention for the 
disobedience of servants to thoee who employed them, It 
IS no jnstiflcatlon at all becanse^ extended as aa it ia 
apphcahle, it rendered the aervanta of the Oompany inde- 
pendent and oonstitnted them masters of IndiiL 

vtai tlM CuiLLUkttt w Tcadt to mH at find nto «f prMU, ni 
ti VM tbs dEM npcD tte tmod nt»,vlileli OSTW:*, aaBia tMl 
tnnlj ti«t M( mcapallart to ntonL— W 

A 4lHji(JMJcry pom to fu|»d Os n e at laa toa CTSan iTtoa bone 
sotoorttJM, » a to tbam toa mvjlaull j al esitodartoc atrcaDStoncw 
vUdi toajr laaj not bcT« Saw anavad. la Twrtttorwt thto(Cr« poal- 
ttra dhnbadjaacau and la to toa doa at poran- 

aett to ladla. It am nati wito toa autoafti aa to Eiitoad to eacatomad 
« CESra toa bJtoiUtai a toarlMTa awl cot— W 
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One cliange alone, of any importance, was intioJuced BOOK IV 
upon tlie legulations of tlie preceding year the salt, chap -vnr 

instead of being conveyed to the interior, was to be sold ^ 

at Calcutta, and the several places of manufacture The 
transportation of the commodity to distant places, by the 
agents of the society, was attended with gieat trouble and 
expense by sellmg it immediately at the places of manu- 
factuie, so much was saved and by reserving the distii- 
bution to the merchants of the countiy, a pietended boon 
was granted to the natives A maximum pnce was 
fixed , and, on the 8th of September, a Committee of 
Trade was foimed, with directions for cany mg the plan 
into execution 

No sooner was this arrangement formed, than Cbve 
brought forward a pioposition for prohibiting all future 
Governors and Presidents from any concern whatsoevei m 
trade On the 19 th of the very same month, m a Minute 
presented to the Select Committee, he represented, that, 

“ Wheie such immense revenues are concerned, where 
power and authonty are so enlai’ged, and where the eye of 
justice and equity should be ever watchful, a Governor 
ought not to be embarrassed with private business He 
ought to be free from eveiy occupation m which his judg- 
ment can possibly be biassed by his interest ” He, therefore, 
proposed, that the Governor should receive a commission 
of one and one-eighth pei cent upon the revenues , and in 
return should take a solemn and pubhc oath, and bmd 
himself m a penalty of 150,000^ to derive no emolument or 
advantage from his situation as Governor of Bengal, 
beyond this commission, with the usual salary and per- 
quisites and a covenant to this effect was formally executed 
by him That good reasons existed for precluding the Go- 
vernor from such obhque channels of gam, both as giving 
him simster mteiests, and engrossing his time, it is not 
difficult to peiceive that the same reasons should not 
have been seen to be good, for precludmg, also, the mem- 
bera of the Select Committee and the Council, might, 
though it need not, excite our surprise 

On the 8th of December, letters arrived from England, 
dated the 17th of May, addressed both to Chve and the 
Committee In these documents, the Directors pronounced 
the mland trade society to be a violation of their ^repeated 
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BOOK TV Ub offiocra and in hli name j and all traneactioni mth 

OUT m. fcjreign pcrwci* were ooTered with the maak of hia autho- 
' rfty For the benefit of oertain falae pratexta which fan- 
poaed upon nobody the government of the oonntry aa lar 
aa regarded the protection of the people, waa dieaolved 
Keither the Kal:^ nor hla officer* dared to exert any 
authority againat the Engheh, of whataoerer Injaetloe and 
oppresaloQ they nu^t be guilty The gotoaitaha, or Indiad 
agenta erpploy^ by the Company** aerranta, not onlypT*o- 
tied unbounded tyranny but, orerawing the Nabob and 
hia higheet officer converted tribunala of juetioethem 
eelvea into matrumenta of 43niehy making them inflict 
puniahment upon the very wretchia whom they opproBeed, 
and whoaa only onme was their not submitting with anffi- 
dent willingnea to the unolent rapacity of those aubordl 
Ti«t^ tyranta. WhQe the ancient administration df the 
ooujotry waa rendered Inefficient, this auspenaion of the 
powen of goTemmeot waa anpphed by nothing m the 
reigulatiooa of the FiOgliaK the anoent limits of 

the Premdency the Company h^ no legal powar over the 
natives beyond these bmti, the English themaelvo were 
not >JTiwnAhia to ths BnUsh kwv and the Company had 
no power of ooercioa except by MnHlng persona out of the 
country a remedy always loocurvenlent, and, except for 
Tory hemouB offences, operating too severely upon the 
individual to be wiUin^y sppli^ Ihe natural conse- 
quence waa, that the crimes of the FTiglub and their 
agents were in a great measure secturd frmn punishment, 
and the unhappy natives lay proatrato at their feet As 
the revenue of the goremment depended ifpon the pro- 
ductive operationi of the people and as a people are 
productive only in proportioii to the share of their own 
produce which they ar* permitted to oojoy this wretohed 
adnnnistraticm oould not fall, in tune, to make Haelf felt in 
the Company*! exchequer' Other sources were not 

Oomw Ttnlit, ta U* letter to Qm Utrertwa hmrWktriT bdbn Ui 
r — V m IVt . itCad ISA Deceaecr 1700, *71, W mnalitr terk* *«vb Ue 
tamor Maul w aoS tortmonl. «IM Cm Mbn |i»w aaenuhj vh«n bli 
8t>itVir» do*, tedi drrtM ud ewiteotiS utbubr art Hh to 
eypc t^ i ji ad tntrin**, nkoova *t ar oucr porVidi Cm eSlean a( fo- 
m I Moil eooebt tS« ateba, ad. ftvn ay ea- 

tr«l,raen4od vth itill gmter a dooty U tM lOMieiiiii, wo r»- 
rnaiOj ad paaptorSy tartod to kt«t ay oot boi Uy oror tb* 

irnrm rf fm «i a.'Mnt t» rurr ^ 
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BOOK. IV number of jwmi Mwi daring the admlnlttration* of Mr, 
coMt Tn. Torelrt tod Ur Cartier who oooapied the choir till the 
■ ■ eleretiou of Ur Hostingi, end were tmenibiticrQfl 

1767 men, few ereuta of hiatorioel Importonoe ooourred. It w»s 
during ft period like this, If ever that the Oampenj^ ought 
to hftTB replenlahed their exchequer and to hare ottoined 
flruwrn] protperity During thlj period, on the other 
ftn^ood cUihooltlee were continuollj Inoreftslng 
ftod roee at hat to « height which threatened them with 
immediftte dettruotion. Donbtlen, the amrohioftl fttate, 
m which, by the double government, the provincee were 
plftoed, contributed powerfoDj to Imporeriflhmeut but the 
suiplui revenue, with whleh the people erf England were 
tftnght to deludis theniBelvee, wu hindered by more per 
monent oftoaea Tbough no body ehould believe it, Indio, 
like other ootmtnee, m which the mduatrious arts ore in 
their iniftiioy and In whlchi law ib too Imperfect to render 
property eacoro, ha« ftlwayi been poor It la only the last 
p er f e ct ! 00 of gorenimeDt whloh ezLfthlee a goTeEmnent to 
keep its own axpenae from absorbing every thing which h 
ii pcesible to extract from the people and the gown* 
ment of India, under the Eaat India Company by a dele- 
gation of aervonti at the diatanoe of half the cdroumference 
of the globe from ooutarol, woe moat unhappily oiroum- 
atinoed for economy On a aubject like thia, authorf^ la 
uaafuL With regard to the hiereaee of the ezpeuaeo, 
eaya diTe, 1 take the coae to stand thus Before the 
Oi^pany became pooaaBeed of the dewannee, their agenta 
had other waya of makiug fortuneo. Frceezita were open 
to them They are now at an end. It waa expedient for 
them to And some other ohannel — the channel of the chil 
and military diaigea Frery man now who la permitted 
to make a bill, makea a forbrna” 

During the year 1<07 a march of the Abdallae 
towarda Delhi, excited the attention, though not much 
the alarm, of the Prealden<^ After eome oonteota wHh 
the Seika, and orarruimiiJg a few of the provinoea, that 
powerful Chief returned to hla own country An expedi- 
tion waa undertaken for the restoration of the Baja of 
Neponl, who had been dispoeeeeaed by hU neighbour the 

CUiWi Bpndi.rfpvUa'wili^hlralfiTtwteM ta Xl-DCB TfliMfcr 
im,f u. 
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BOOK IV Eiply in the y«*r 1768, urired the Comptny^ peremp- 
cmr vn. tory order £or aboltahlng entirely the trade of their »er 
■ Ttnts in adt, and other artlcl« of interior tnf&c for 

1768. laying it open, and oonflnlcg it to the natire* and for 
reetriotiiig their aerraate entinly to the maritime brooches 
of coenmeroe. 

He oommieoioQ of one ono-ei^th per oent. upon 
the dffwannee r e v e uu ea, which by the Select Committee 
had been aettled npon the Ooreroor aa a oompenntion 
for relmq^tdehiDg hie ehare in the lalt troda, ^00 alao oom- 
Tnuntiwl to oeose. For aa mnch, howerer as the income 
of their aeiTantj, If thoa cat off from irregular sources of 
gain, wta represented aa not safflolently opulent, the Ocan- 
pany granted a oommlaaloQ of two and a half per cent, 
npon the net prodooe of the dewaanee rerennee, to be 
dMdod Into 100 equal shares, and distributed in the fed 
lowing proportiona to the Ooremor thirty-one sharee 
to the second m CoaocQ, fonr and a half } to the rest of 
the Select Committee^ not haring a ehiefship, each three 
and a half ahares to the UemWo of the Conncil not 
hanng a ohielhhip, each one and a half to the Cotn- 
mandg-in-Chie^ seren and a half Bhares to Ookmels 
each, two and a half lientemant-ColoDels, each, one and 
a half and to Majors, three fbnrtha. An additional pay 
was allotted to Captains, of three shllEngB, Lientenants 
two ahillmgn, and Rnrig ne one shTTUng por day 

Some nneasiDass stlZI oantinoed with resp^ to tlie de- 
signs of Stga-ad-dowia, between whom and the Hmperor 
ooQsidenble dlsoordanoe preraOed. Ihe directors Ha/l 
forwarded the most poaltiTe orders for recaHmg the bri- 
gade from ood for conflnmg the opeimtioos of 

the Company’s army entirety within the hmlts of the 
Company’s territory The Oonnoil thought it neceseary 
to disobey and in their letter went so far as to say that 
they most express their greet astoeuehment at anoh an 
sbsohite restriction withoot permitting them upon the 


IUcxpa%aice, ttwjmf Imb m hiijiiil w th the Um of tSo 
Bccudlj’ of ctafinm^ or Krmti, nd Ean^wa r m iAr^g ttadn' ov 
umac. vttlitn tS* cDanvt losAw •am^ert aad SnpBit traSa, tb«t M*a 
'a Qm tnd* Si ss tnljuo oo tSa MnmU r%kl 
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spot to judge how fai, from time and circumstances, it BOOK TV" 
might he detrimental to their affairs ” cuap vn. 

The most important paiticular in the situation of the 

Company m Bengal was the giowmg scarcity of iiecumary U68 
means In the letter from the Select Committee to the 
Court of Directors, dated 21st Novemhei, 17GS, “You ivill 
lierceive,” they say, “by the state of yom trcasmy, a total 
inability to discharge many sums which you are indebted 
to mdividuals for deposits in your cash, as well as to issue 
any part of the considerable advances required foi the 
senuce of every pubhc department" And you iviU. no 
longer deem us reprehensible, if a decrease in the amoimt 
of your future investments, and a debasement of their 
quahty, should piove the consequence ” 

By a coirespondence between the Presidencies of Fort 
■William and Fort St George, in the begmumg of ]\Iarch, 

1769, the dangerous consequences to bo apprehended from 
the exhausted state of thou tieasmies, and the necessity 
of estabhshmg a fund against future emergencies, weie 
mutually explained and acknowledged In two sepamte 
consultations, held by the President and Council at Fort 
William, m the months of May and August, the utility, or 
rather the mdispensable necessity, of such a fund* under- 
went a solemn discussion, and was pronounced to be with- 
out dispute But as the expences of the government left 
no lesource for the creation of it, except the dimmution 
of the mvestment, oi quantity of goods transmitted to 
the Company m England, they resolved upon that reduc- 
tion, and hrmted to forty-five lacks the investment of the 
year 

Even this resource was in a very short time perceived 
to be insufficient On the 23rd of October, a deficiency of 
6,63,055 rupees appealed on the balance of leceipts and 
disbursements , and the President and Council in their 
Mmute declared, “ That howevei the public nught have 
been flattered, they could not flatter themselves, with any 
expectations fiom then revenue , and that the only expe- 
dient withm their reach was to open then treasury doors 
for remittances ” > 

1 The President and Council of Fort William, in their letter (dated the 21st 
of Jlnrch, 17G9) to the President and Connell of Port St Georfie, si)eak In 
pathetic terms of “ the incontestible evidence Uiey had transmitted to their 



an HisTOUT OF BEmfln hjdia 

BCMDK rv Tbeee ramlttancea ooiial*tttl chiefly of the moooy or 
CHAT YU. fartanee of the IpdlTidoelg who h*d grown noh In the 
' Oompany • •arrioe, and who were deanitKifl of transmitting 

their aoqmiltiooi to Entope. Soch paraona were eager to 
pay their money to the G^peay’a gorenunent in India, 
upon TeodTing an obligatian for repayment from the Com 
pany in Engla^ in the language of oommeroe, for a bill 
upon the Compejiy payable in England. The money thus 
tooeired. In other words borrowed, was applied to the eal 
gencas of the aerrioe and by aogmentmg their reaooroea, 
was always highly sgreeabla to the semnte in Indl& ^e 
payment, however these loans or billa in England was 
apt to beoome exceedingly inoonTonient to the Directors 
The Bole fond oat of which the payment eonld be made 
waa the eale of the investment, or the goods transmitted 
to them from India and Chins. If the qaantlty of thoee 
goods wu lasi in value than aflbrded a sniplas equal to 
the amount of the biHs which were drawn upon them 
they remained so far defident m the ability to pay And 
if Ute goods were sent in too eiarbitant a qoantitr the 
Toarbet was inauffideait to carry them o£ 

An oppauhacL of int«n«ta waa thna created between 
the governing pari of the aervanta abroad, and the Conri 
of Ihreotoni and Propnetora at home. For the fudllty of 
their operations, end the aoeceee of thar government, H 
was of great importsDce for the servants to p i e s o r ve a fhH 
treaanry In India, secured by a wth*J 1 mreetment, and the 
receipt of mcaiey for bOla. It was the inteir^ of the 
Ihreotora to have an ample supply of money at brnn w, 
which on the other hand could o^y be prodaoed by a 
Large mvastment and a moderate traosmuaiOQ of bills. 
Ths Directori, aooordlngly had given vary explicit in- 
stniotions on this subject and m their letter of the 11th 
of Norember 17C8, after aolcnowledglng the gro wing de- 
fldenoy of ths fiio^ m India, had said NererthelasB, 
we cannot auffer oorselvaa to be drawn upon to an oi>- 
limiled amount, the state of the Company’s aSluis bore 
not yet admlttiiig ua to answer large dnfta upon us from 
India but ahould the exigency of your aflkiis require 

tujten «f ttgmCT wite dBitltM^blca tbek w vqatrcaiS- 
Inn pland, i>S tba cams* of iWn «kld!i OnjcifwWd 
ra eeoMqMDn to aAojl. 
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BOOK IV entUed ilyiore to throw off ita dependanca upon that ta- 
czur Tin. dent monarolij its disUooe and o^ar local dronmatanoes 

aared it from aubJeoUoa to anj of the Mohammedan 

powora It oontinu^ theittfom, till the penod of Hyder'e 
usorpabon, under a pure £Qnda goremmeDt, and aSvded 
a eatlafactOTj specimen of the political icatitutiona of the 
natire Hio dna. The arts of goromment were leas under 
stood m that, thart In the “XTAhummadTi diatnota of India. 
Hardlj erer bare mankmd been united in oonsideTahle eo- 
detlee under a form ot pohty more rude, than that which 
has every where been found In those parts of India whkh 
remained porelj Hindu.' At a perlt^ considerably pnor 
to tbe rise of Hyder the gomnunent of Mysore had 
assumed that state, which, if we may judge 1^ its own 
example, and that of the Mahratias. Elnda govemmenta 
had a general tendeooy to assume. The Bsja, or Monsroh, 
was stnppcd of aB power while a minister kept him a pri- 
soner and goremed abeolntcly in his name. At the time 
when the wan of the Engliab In the Caruatio oommesoed, 
the powers of the of Mysore were us nrps d by two 
brothers, named Deor^ and Nonjeraj It was this same 
Konjeraj, whom the Fmoh were enabled to bnng to thdr 
aasistanoe at Tnohlnopoly and who there exhibited so 
many speauneus of the rudeoess of his people, and of his 
own ignoranoe and inospamty And it was in the rt&tlon 
of a sabordioaie officer in Urn servioe of this eammander 
that Hyder All began hla career 
Mohammed BdoU, the great gracd&ther of Hyder was 
a natire of the Punjab, who came into the Deocu In the 
flharacter of a fakir and, settling in the distnot of Cal- 
bur^ about 110 miles hi a north west direction from 
Hyderabad, acquired cousiderable p ro p erty by the exerdse 
of hla ifdjgloua taleuta. Mohammed Beloli had two aons, 
Mohamm^ Ah, and Mohammed Wullee. They left their 
father’s boose, and tnrelluig southward, became at Sen, 
terenue pooua, or armed men, employed, aooordmg to 
Indian ptaoUoe, in the f oio ed coHeotion of tbe tai£& 
Mohammed All died at Colar and Mohammed Wullee^ for 
the nke of his proper ty expelled his widow and soo, and 
drore them from his doors. The name of the wia 

, Be* tb* ai -tnlkaM W tba Vmt Qu t tiu*w» t, tn C» kaWmlh * nUn 
*f GcCWUt*. 
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Puttuh Sloliammed, tlie father of Hyder He obtained BOOK lY 
along "witb bis niotber, piotection from a petty officer, chap vm 

called a Haik of peons, by %vbom be was brought up, and 

employed as a peon, oi common foot soldier, in the paiiy 
under bis command Futtub Mohammed found means to 
distmgiusb bimseb^ and, m the service of the Nabob of 
Sera, became, first a Naik of peons, and '’afterwards the 
Fojedar, or mihtary supermtendent of a distnct But mis- 
fortune overtook bis master The Nabob was dethroned, 
bis famdj’- pbmdered , and Futtub Mohammed lost bis 
life m their defence He left two sons, the eldei Shabas, 
the youngest Hyder, and a widow, who bad a brother, the 
Naik of a few peons, in the service of a Killedar of Banga- 
lore With this man, the mother of Hyder sought, and, 
together with her sons, obtamed protection. When Shabas, 
the elder of the brothers, grew towards manhood, he was 
recommended by his uncle to an officer m the service of 
the Eaja of i\Iysore The youth qmckly rose to distinc- 
tion, and obtamed the command of 200 horse and 1000 
peons Hyder, till the age of twenty-seven, could be con- 
fined to no senous pursuit, but spent his bfe between the 
labours of the chase, and the pleasures of voluptuous m- 
dolence and not He jomed, however, the troops of 
Mysore, as a volunteer at the siege of DeonhuUy, the castle 
of a Polygai, about twenty-four mdes north-east from 
Bangalore, which, in 1749, Nimjeraj undertook to reduce 
On this occasion the ardour, the courage, and the mental 
resources of Hyder, drew upon him the attention of the 
general , and, at the termmation of the siege, he was not 
only raised to the command of fifty horse, and 200 peons, 
or foot, but was intrusted with the charge of one of the 
gates of the foi tress 

He continued to recommend himself with so much suc- 
cess to Nunjeiaj, that, when the eflTorts of the English to 
establish then authority in hladura and TimveUy, in 1756, 
rendered precarious the possession of the fort of Dmdegul, 

Hyder was chosen as the man on whom its defence could, 
with greatest security, repose It was situated on a high 
rock m the middle of a plam, at nearly an equal distance, 
of about fifty miles fiom Madura and Tiichmopoly , and 
amid the confusions of the Carnatic had fallen into tho 
hands of the ilysoieans about ten years before This ele- 

YOL.m Y 
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iDd li*d it not by » Bingukr ti»in of drcom- 

ctAnoea, tbit he wu oppcM^ by the urns of a peoph^ 
who*e p ro g rcBB In knowledge and in the arta vaa fkr aape- 
nor to hia own, he, and hla aon, would probably bare 
extended thair away oror the great® part of Indilu 

In proaeontion of the demgn wluoh Banalat Jtmg had 
formed to rend® Independent of Klmm AH, he 

proceeded, aboat the month of Jtme in 17^1, to the redoo- 
tdon of Seira. Thla waa a prOTinco, formerly governed by 
a Nabob, or depaty of the Sabahd® of the Deocan. It 
waa now poBuoBed the UahiaUaB. But the ahook 
which the Mahratta power had anatamed by the duaeter 
of Panipot, inapired Baasahit Jong with the hope of 
TwHwg t oooqneat of Secrm. By hli approach to the ter 
ritariea of Hyder that vlgQont chief waa qniiddy brought 
near to watch hia operations. Baasalot Jnng waa, by a 
■hort expenenoe, ooarmoed that hia lee oujo ea were nn* 
etpial to hia ecterpriae and as his elder brother was 
impriacned by Nlaam iJl,aDthe Idlhof Jnly hupreaenoe 
at the seat of his own govemment wu nrgoitly reqoired. 
That the expeditlan might not appear to hare b^ coder 
taken in rain, ho made an offer to Hyder of the Nabob* 
ahip of Sera, though yet ccoonqnered, for three lacks of 
rupees and fonm^ invested him with the office and 
tiUfi, and® the nameof Hyd® Ah ETieti Behaad® which 
he afterwurda bore. The alhed ohieb cnitod their armlsi, 
and, having speedily reduced the oc nmlry to the obedlenoe 
of Hyd® took leave of each oth® about the beginning of 
the year 1/61. 

Hyd® oootlnned to extend his oanqnesti ov® the two 
Bahpooas or® Qootl, the tsrritcay of the Uahratta 
chieftain kforari Bow received the sabmladon of the 
PolygarB of Baidroo^ Harpooelly and Chittledroog and 
early m 1763 he marohed end® the Invitation of an im* 
poet® who protended to bo the young Baja of Bednore^ 
to the conquest of that kingdom. The terrHory of Bod- 
nore inchidee the summit of port of the range of 
weet®n hills, which, at a height of from four to five thou- 
sand feet above the level of the sea, and for nine months 
of the year Involved In tain and moisturo, which clothe 
them with the most eDormoui trees, and the most proftoe 
yegetstion, ov®look the provinoes of C^nsra sndMsIshar 
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' CnJ '' 111 -' tliln! ' li t'tlinn C' itio nmninl of It vcrj low nt 12 , 000 , 000 / 
f‘rrll!i? Mori- 111.1 h It "ni nni n tlilnl of tlic num ‘ Tlic Imiiii n'o jiro- 
ji'fl',’ Iw calls It " of till Tiio t ojiiilfiit ciimmcrcinl town of the 1 ist, nnil 
full (if nch (Inelllii,,* " 1 he souiiil JtnlLnieiit of Col Wilks ptiitnillj prc- 

*j'ric 5 liiui, much In tier tlnn Oriininl MOtkiiicii In ptnirnl, from the strain 
of I-a«'cn) hjji'rlxjK The rlclii t commi rvlnl town of the 1 ii't, neither n, 
sea jxirt, nor on nii) urcat lint of communication, In a Blttintlon almost In- 
neccs'ihlc on the toji of iin«hnlc‘ome mountains 1 Besides, there Is little 
optil.ncc in any house in India, or in tins thoji Tliu chief artlclts of splendour 
is itMcIs, Mhltli almost nlnojs art cuiried away, or hid, upon the niipeamnco 
of danger 
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BOOK rr Ttej Eccuse the PreddaiK^ d hreeoltrtion md inetptcitj 
GHAT ti. End ten them thEt the feeWeoMB with which they hid 

oEirled on the wet Ead the p ndllamml ty with which they 

had rnAdm pcEoe Ei the diotation of an enemy they had 
laid a formdEtian for the oatiTes of Hindoatan to thmh 
they may Inrolt the CbmpEDy at pleaanro with unpnrnty ” 
Yet they pretended not, that a matnal rennnaution of oon- 
qaests wia not better than a oontlnaation bf the war or 
that the vain boaat of driving Hyder'e light carahy from 
the walla of Madraa would not hare been dearly pu> 
chased with the rarage of the oify of Uadrma and the 
anmi ipriHing country The Preaidenoy aAnn that they 
■wore compelled to make peace for want of money to wag© 
war And the only imprudent article of the Ueaty in 
whkh, howeve r there waa nothing of humiliation or In 
oonaiatenay with the train of the Oompany’a policy waa 
the rwiprooation of nulitaiy aseiatanoe b«oa^ of thia 
the endant tecdenoy (a droamatanoe, howerer whJdi 
eeemed not ever to be greatly deprecated,) waa, to emhroE 
them with other poweca. 


OHAFTEB IX 

Pailig ofutuo* in £nglaad. — Prvcttdutfft ta tis Itdxa Some 
amd tm Pariiomeni^ — PI mm of j9ap*m*or *. — Flan of a 
Kings Oonmisnmer. — Inermse cf p«ot%uxry 
^Dividend ratted. — OmjMay imeNe to meet iketr ObU- 
getwnx. — ParlioMmtUxry Inqwiry — ^ifwutmol — 

An Act, tekteit ekanget tAe Oonetitntum rf tk* Company 
' — Tendency of Change, — Ftnanexml and (kmmercted 

Etats, 

T he a&iia of the OompenT excited various and oonfliot- 
ing peaciaae in Engknd, *nd gave rise to meaauroe of 
more than ordmary importanoe 'Ihe aot of parliament 
baTing expired which limited the aznomit of dividend in 

LWIn to Om Ooart or IXrwtart, nrd Itarcli, ITTCt AfV- W HIL 
Tw tmitctloe*, ImUm tsa wtstfl neiHai iacuoN flw viB* 
faiBmd, bd DDt bapcrbal cotbcr ft die HbaaryiDd W tta 

lediA Onnanr.bBi bMO. vtt «a>tw, ldlaw«il. tacitief vCb Bek- 
■e*! ua et Hjcar ah. eor r w U d &w> ajOlMhe MSS. kf Mr Orasl-— K* 
AMn prfiwrt-.. lad tioutu ■t.uMl ta tD b« taai hi Ool. 
tarteal SfcKrbw ft tb« loatb e( Iwla^W 
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17G7, tlio Directors exclaimed against n renewal of tlio HOOK IV 
restriction, ns iransfernng the iiowers of tlio Corapanj to emvr ix. 

parliament., sub\ erting the prn ilcges of tlieir charter, and 

rendering insecure the property' of o\cry commoicial and D69 
corporate body in the kingdom They o%en presented to 
parbnment a petition, in which these arguments were 
vehemently enforced , and so well by this time wcio they 
represented m that assombl}, that a suflicioncy of oratoi’s 
was not wanting, who in both Houses suppoited their 
claims. Opposite xnews, notwithstanding, prc\ ailed, and 
an act was passed to prc\ont the increase of the den- 
dend beyond ton per cent till the 1st day of Fobiuary, 

17CP 

Before the expiration of this term, the Company, who 
were anxious to e\adc the question respecting the pubho 
claim to the so\crcigntj of the Indian tenitory, \cry assi- 
duousl} negotiated wnth the minister a temporary arrange- 
ment, After a great deal of confeienco and correspondence, 
an act was passed, in Apnl, 1700, to the following effect 
That the tointonal revenues in India should bo hold by the 
Company for fi\o jears to come , that in consideration of 
this benefit thc^ should pay into the exchequer 400,000^ 
every year, that, if tho roionucs allowed, they might in- 
crease the dll idend, by augmentations not exceeding one 
por cent, in one year, to twehe and a half per cent , that 
if, on tho other hand, tho dividend should fall below ten 
per cent , the payment into tho exchequer should obtain a 
proportional reduction, and entirely cease if the dii idcnd 
should deebne to six per cent , that the Company should, 
dunng each year of the term, export Bntish merchandise, 
exclusive of naval and military stores, to the amount of 
380,8371 , and that when they should have paid their 
simple contract debts bearing interest, and reduced their 
bonded debt to an equahty with their loans to goveinment, 
they should add to these loans the surplus of their receipts 
at an mterest of two per cent * This agreement between 
the pubhc and the Company was made, it is obvious, upon 
the same supposition, that of a great surplus revenue, upon 
which succeeding agreements have been made, and with the 
same result 

In the meantime, the gnevous failure m the annual trear 
1 Act 9, Geo III c 14 
Z 


VOL. ni 



844 HISTOBT OF BEITIBH INDIA 

BOOK ly tlie tfane -when It vu aarigoed, deprfvod tham of til powws 
rTTAT TT. of juridical ooortdon with ragard to EuropeauB oyot tho 
■ wido exteot of t«nTitoi 7 of which thej now acted u tho 
ITTl. aoTOPoigns. Thay powntod, indeed, the power of tumg or 
proaeoutlDg En glfhTnm m the Courte of Westminstar 
but under tho neoetsi^ of bringing endenoe from India, 
this was a pririlege more nominal than reaL 

One object, theroforo, of tho piooent bill was to obtam 
authoritj for ajmdfDg a ohief justice with some polane 
judges, jmd an attomey-garwral, according to the model of 
the Coents of for administration of justioe 

throa^Knrt the temto^ of the Company 
The next object waa, the regnlstloa cf the trade. Hie 
author of tho motion, the Deputy Chairman of the Com- 
pany re pre se n ted it as a eoleolsm in pahtios, and mon- 
atrerus to reason, that the goremon of any ooontry 
■Twild be merchants and thus hare a great temptation 
to beoome the only merchants, eapeaUSy to those artiolea 
which were of moat erteneiTe and neoessary conaampticc, 
and on which, with the powers of goremment, unlimited 
pTcdta might be made. It was, therefore, propoeed that 
the G oTgnK g B and OouncQs, and the rest of the Ooenpany'a 
sarrants, ahould be debarred from all ooneem to trade. 
But it neitbsr oo ourr ed to the Deputy Ohainnao, nor was 
it pressed upon his notioe by any other member of the 
le^ahtire body that the argument against the union of 
trade and garemmeot was equally oonolasire, appbed to 
the Company as tp^ed to their serrants to th^ who 
held the powers of goremment to the hist instanoe, ss to 
those who held them by delegation and at will 

It was in the debate upon this motion that Lord GQre 
made the oelebrated speech, to whiob he rtodlcated Ms 
own oonduet sgainst ^e obarges to which, as well from 
authority as from iodhridosla, it bad been sererely expoeed. 
He spared not the oharaoter either of his fellow-eerrtnts, 
or of the Dneotora. *1 attribute the p res en t sitoatioo of 
onr afCaln, he ssidj **to four causes a rdaxation of 
goramment m my suooeesors great neglect on the part of 
administration notorious misoooduot on the part of the 
Dlreotora and the riolent and outrageous prooeedlngs of 
geuerml courts. To hw«*r his account, no one would be- 
hero that any oreaturo who had ever bad any thing to do 
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vatli the government had ever behaved well but himself BOOK IV 
It was much easier for him, however, to prove that his chap ix, 

conduct was liable to no pecuhar blame, than that it was 

entitled to extraordinary applause With great audacity, 
both mihtary and pohtical, fortunately adapted to the 
scene in which he acted, and with considerable skill in the 
adaptation of temporary' expedients to temporary exigen- 
cies, he had no capacity for a comprehensive scheme, in- 
cluding any moderate anticipation of the future , and it 
was the effect of his shortsighted regulations, and of the 
imfounded and extravagant hopes he had raised, with 
which the Company were now strugghng on the verge of 
rum, and on account of which the conduct both of them 
and of their sen'ants was exposed to far more than its duo 
share of obloquy and condemnation 
The suspicions of the nation were now sufficiently roused 
to produce a general demand for mvestigation , and on the 
13th of April a motion was made and carried in the House 
of Commons for a select Committee to gratify the pubhc 
desire The bdl which had been introducted by the De- 
puty Chairman was thrown out on the second readmg, to 
afford time for the operations of the Committee, and par- 
bament was prorogued on the 10 of June 
During the recess, took place the extraordinary disclo- 
sure of the deficiency of the Company’s funds, their sohci- 
tation of loans from the Bank, and their application for 
support to the !Mimster He received their proposals with 
coldness , and referred them to parhament That assem- 
bly was convened on the 26th of November, much earher, 
as the King from the throne informed them, than had been 
otherwise intended, to afford them an opportumty of tak- 
ing cogmzance of the present condition of the East India 
Company The Minister had already come to the resolu- 
tion of accedmg to the request of the Directors , it there- 
fore smted his purpose to affirm that how great soevei the 
existmg embarrassment, it was only temporary, and a 
Committee of Secrecy was appomted, as the most effectual 
and expeditious method for gaming that knowledge of 
the subject from which it was proper that the measures 
of paihament should onginate 

Am ong the expedients which the urgency of their affairs 
had dictated to the Company, a new commission of super- 
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BCX)E IT tlie JudgoB, tho*e ctruggles which thmiencd the exisienod 
our IX. of Fn gHah uitboiitj 

■ — So Inng, on the other bend, u the OoTernor-geMnl tod 

1771, Oormcil retotmed execopt from the control of Itw the 
greet tippr eatort were eefe ^ tnd^ from the oommmutj of 
In t er e etg , tod the tkeceecltj of nmtotl oomplknoe tnd 
mntotl ooncetlmant, between the high offendert tnd the 
low impunity wu pret^ well eeoared to the dut. 

The greztd eooree, howerer of mitoluef to the nttlTec^ 
in the janeprndentitl pltn, wta the tmfortnntte intUen* 
tion of itt onthora to genertl pnnoiplee of Itw dettched 
from its aoddectid tnd oatlotitJ forms. As the ytilgtr of 
e rer j nttion thtnV their Itogntge the nttml one, tnd til 
othert orbttrtry tod trtlAoitl bo , t Itige rotre of £d£- 
liehmen dar Fngi iwb Iaw tt the pure eztnot of reteon, 

adapted to the ezigeooiM of hmnan nature itself and are 
wholly Ignorent that, for the greater part, it la tibltiaiT 
and {B-adapted to the general endt which it » 
intended to aeire ) that it hts more of lingalaBty tnd 
jeaa apaffity of adaptation to the state of other nttaoni, 
tVtn aej eeheme of law to be foond in any other eirQizBd 
ooQotiT The English law which in gemeral hts nedther 
dadniaon nor words, to goide the dltaretion or mroom- 
Boribe the Hoente of the Judge, presented neither role nor 
antlogy m oaaet totally altered by dlreTsity of ideas, man* 
nezB, and pre-existing ri^ts and the Tiolent efforts which 
were mide to bend the ci^rts cf the natiToe to a conform 
mity with the FjTghwH laws, for the prarpoee of extending 
jnn^gtion, and gratifying a pedantic and meohtatoal 
attadiment to the arbitrary forma of the Weetminster 
o u lifts , prodoeed more injnstioe and oppreenon and exalted 
more alam, than probably was expeoienoed, thremgh the 
whole of its dnratioii, from the prenona Imperfection of 
kw and jndicattire, 

Ur tbf Xtott B»pert W tte S^Mt ODtrartttw*. !■ t7a.Krt< 

Tb« SHKt lx tt» tMOCoDes MMWd tot* tklai OMlnonl * vm UU 
•tbw li tb» act or tki ^Krtcr W vUct Iba Ooort vm ta JiSsi. >*4«> 
KTljXuB W ■teSm.or mch* «r vw« n i AHJ lt no rt ate sJ, 

■enrOlBf to tba Htxn o( aa Wm*, cr t* tb« prvrtlotl Bwea « abM. Ft^ 
Tkioa v«f naa to tba •dnusBtnttoi ot Jntto ta tka maatMt r«jt W 
Tn»Vittfm. M tf a inra n ai ma ta Ofl Brtati. Ta«rCaiiin)DMtoTa 
lato tad Ou coeatltxtto) aod W mi Coert ttoai, aod tkar 

tota M ytt k«a tkla te Jtoam wr hnr (a*t cm Out ncan to 

ttoi o< laiittm faDpstaaoa) of nlMf »l t »u ta tka nailiM ijilaS tk* cv 
njtowor njiiMfi at (alijact* ta po«w-^ar u jmtCtMf 
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II If, iownnls Uio aincltomtion of t/ic qoicriuiicnt 
Jncfia, tlio new cIToii in legislation purfoiincd no moio 
tliiin till*!, it injured, rather tlmn niiiiroicd, the condition 
of both the Company and the iiatn cs Against (he qoi'ern- 
vinit a{ home, the onl\ ohicclion, of any ical moment, was 
its mcfiicicnc} as the ru’nig power to produce, h\ means 
of its sonants a good goicninicnt in India, or, what in 
this c,asc was meant In good goicniiiicnl^ a large surplus 
of reicnue or treasure to England, without oppression to 
the natues The total change which was cfleclcd m the 
Constitution of the Companj pretended to ha\c foi its 
JTinf the ]rapio\omcnt and perfection of the Companj in 
that resjicct and it cmjilojed ns its whole and only 
dependence upon the Munster 

If the Minister had more knowledge of the affairs m 
India, mote leisure todciotc to their management, and 
nioi-e interest in then being well niannged, this was an 
iniproienicnt If he had less knowledge, less leisure, 
and, far abo^ c all, if his interest was likely to be most 
promoted bj that sjstcm of patronage which creates de- 
lieudcuce, and which is at irrcconcileablc enmitj with the 
\cry principle of good go\crnmcut, the change was wholly 
the rererse How dciiendencc upon the Minister was to 
lender the agents of go\cmnient more faithful and econo- 
mical stewards of the revenues in India, or less disposed 
to accumulate wealth at the expense of tho prostrate 
natives, it is not easy to make appeal in regard do re- 
sponsibihtj, or eventual punishment, the only caution 
was, to act in concert wath the minister , and then they 
were out of all comparison more assured of impunity than 
before 

From dependence upon the Court of Proprietors, by 
annual elections, to render the Diiectors m a gieat degieo 
mdependent of tbcir constituents by elections m four 
years, gave them greater powers, and hence motives, to 
pursue thoir own mterests at tho expense of tho Pro- 
pnetors , but that it should increase their mtei est in the 
good gov ernment of India, and hence their motives for 
exeition to procure it, is impossible 

mittee have liecn ahlo to discover, the Court has been gcnerallj- terrible to 
the natives, and has distracted the govenimcnt of tho Companj, wlthont 
sabstantiallj reforming anj one of Its abuses ” 
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8Ci HISTOBT OF BBITIBH IKDIA. 

BOOK IT the Jadgea, ihoee etnigglfie wiuoh threat«&ed tl» ozuienoe 
CHAT IX. of Engliih mthorttj 

So li-mg , on tiie otter heod, m the Governor-irQiw™! 

Oonncil remained exempt from the control of law the 
great oppreaeori wen eafe and, from the oommonl^ of 
in t e r ea ta , and the neceeBitj of matoal oompbanoe and 
mniaal oonoeatnent, between the high offend^ and the 
low unponitj wae pretfy well aeonred to the olaae 

Ihe grand eoaroe, howerar of TnUfiblef to the catiree, 
in the jnrifpmdential plan, was the nnfortonate Inatten* 
tlon of ita anthon to general prlndplea of law detached 
fiton ita aoddental and natioDal forms. As the mlgir of 
CTtxy nation thtnV their language the natural one, til 
othera arbitrarj and artificial eo, a large maaa of Eng- 
oocsklerEzi^iah law as the pure extract of reason, 
to tba exigandea of human nature itself and are 
wholly ignorant that, for the greeter part, it ia arbitrarr 
fjh^^ntnaJ txtd £11 adapted to the gene^ eoida which it is 
inteoded to aarre ) that H has more of dngnlanty and 
IflK oapadty of adaptatioD to the state of other n^ona, 
than any s^eme of law to be found in any other driUaed 
oountrr Ihe Sn^iab law which in general has neither 
defimtion nor vot^ to guide the iiisaretlcti or drocon- 
sorfbe the Moense of the Judge, preseoited irather rule nor 
analogy in c as ee totally altered by direnity of Ideas, man* 
nen, and pre-existing ri^ts ( and the rioleni efibrts which 
were to bend the tights of the natirea to a confor 
mity with the laws, for the purpose of extending 

jurbdicticti, and gratifymg a pedantic and msohanioal 
attachment to the arbitrary forms of the Westminster 
courts, produced more h^Juatice and oppreaeion and excited 
more alarm, than prv bahly waa experianoed, through the 
whole of ita dnratioG, from the prenous impeifeotkm of 
law and judicature.^ 

■ICr Bait«.tn tb* Bcpart tSOM B«kct 17 C),hi«, 

“Ut defect tk On tetttatlaD Mned tebitkiai SHioonlsvM IkUAffn, 
ittw In dv Mt or tbo tlito tr vUeli lb* Coert van to Jadan. X 4** 
■artWlMcr ^hadm, wmdea M fclrninrKj nr* pup ti lr aderrtslMd. 
•owrdmc to Om BEtar* iftiM rlani,gr to tM prarmlat aaM « obwo. Tn- 
Ttom TM mod* Ic tbo if jmtiea 1b tbo * **— **^ fart ^ 

TTTt ii V b I** . m tf a TtTB tnriDco In Orfal Brttila. Todt Coaxitatoa bna 
kM bad tha faalltulhM tBd **— ^f tta Coot bafar* tbaw, cod &a7 
2^ ■* bc«o tbla to tbaciiw fwr ^ (aot tm tlMt fppmn to 

of toaCaf tniulBuco) f ratm (Irts to tba B^tna ajatel ua as 
V a^jcoBBa of SntlA aal«acto ta posw— So^ aa jnsr C*- 
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II If, towards tlie amelioration of the government tn 
India, the new effort m legislation performed no moie 
than this, it injured, rather than improved, tlie condition 
of both the Company and the natives Against the govern- 
ment at home, the only objection, of any leal moment, was 
its mefficiency as the ruling power to produce, by means 
of its servants a good government in India, oi, what m 
this case was meant by good government, a large surplus 
of revenue or tieasuie to England, without oppression to 
the natives The total change which was effected in the 
Constitution of the Company pietended to have foi its 
End the impiovement and perfection of the Company m 
that respect and it employed as its whole and only 
Meam, dependence upon the Jlmister 

If the Mmistei had more knowledge of the affaira m 
India, moie leisme to devote to then management, and 
moie mteiest m then bemg w'ell managed, this was an 
improiement If he had less knowledge, less leisure, 
and, far above all, if his mterest was likely to be most 
promoted by that system of patronage which creates de- 
pendence, and which is at ineconcileable enmity with the 
very principle of good government, the change was wholly 
the reverse How dependence upon the Minister was to 
lender the agents of government moie faithful and econo- 
mical stewards of the revenues in India, or less disjiosed 
to accumulate wealth at the expense of the prostrate 
natives, it is not easy to make appeal m regard do re- 
sponsibdity, or eventual punishment, the only caution 
was, to act m concert with the mmister , and then they 
were out of all comparison more assured of impumty than 
before 

From dependence upon the Court of Proprietors, by 
annual elections, to render the Directors m a gieat degiee 
mdepondent of their constituents by elections m four 
years, gave them greater powers, and hence motives, to 
pursue their own mterests at the expense of the Pro- 
prietors , but that it should increase their mterest in the 
good government of India, and hence their motives for 
exeition to procure it, is impossible 


mittee have been able to discover, the Court has been generally terrible to 
the natives, and has distracted the government of the Company, irithont 
substantial!} reforming any one of its abuses ” 
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300 msTonT of DBinsn njDiA 

BOOK IT From the year 1744, the period to which in a fonnor 
csAT tx. peaaa^' Is broa^t down the acoount of the dividend 
— paid annually to the Proprietor* on the capital stock, that 

1778. payment oontimied at eight per oenL to the year 1700, in 
which it was reduced to six per cent It oontinned at that 
low rate till Chnstmaa, 1766^ when It was raised by the 
General Court, repugnant to the aanso of the Court of 
Drreioton, to five per cant, for the next half year On the 
7th of May 1767 it was molred in tha General Court, 
that for the foUowing half year the diyidend should he six 
and a quarter per ceot. But this resolution was reednded 
hy act of pariiament, and the dividend limited, till farther 
permlKiaQ, to ten per cent, per annum. It was continued 
at tan per cent, tin the year commencing at Ohnstmie^ 
1760, when, in parsuance of the new regulotians, it was 
advanced to ele^^ per cent. He next year it roeo to 
twelve per cent. The foDowing year it was carried to its 
prescribed limits, twelve and a*hjdf per cent, at which ib 
continued for eighteen months, when the funds of the 
Company being totally SThsmirted, it was suddenly reduced 
to six par cent, par ftnnnm, by a resolution pasMd on the 
3d of Deoembar 1772.* 

In the interval bet wee n 1774 and l^TS, the sales at the 
India House had iiKiressed from about 2,000,0002. to 
3,00(^0002 annually their annual exports, including both 
goods and stores, had fbUy doubled. In the year 172*1, 
the total amount of shipping m the servioe of the Com- 
pany Was 38,441 tons in the year 1772 it was 61,860. 


UbI of t«WKt «a iMM, sod Ow 0 0.11 tBLl if i> Mtala 1 > vUdi be b«$ nen 
tban pMitts nctmt, m»j isailablj CL; « t n vToiTtleet; te p efB M iwit 
tnnrwmawti — W 

^Svm, TT>L la p. sa 

te the Thba cad QcStb Bvparts cf Ibi CvBmttte* tf SMnc7 W VnX 

TUlb Bepwt of tlM ftufcKtim of 8 eejw.j 
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BOOK V 


FROM THE FIRST GREAT CHANGE IN THE CONSTITUTION OP 
THE EAST INDIA COilPANY AND IN THE GOVERNilENT OP 
INDIA, IN 1773, TILL THE SECOND GREAT OHxVNGE BY THE 
ACT COMMONLY CALLED MR, PITT’s ACT, IN 1784 


CHAPTER I 

Administration of Hastings till the Time when the Parlia- 
Tncntarg Members of the Council arrived and the Opera- 
tions of the New Constitution covimenced, including — 
Arrangements for collecting the Revenue and administer- 
ing Justice ostensibly as Dewan — Treatment of Mohammed 
Reza Khan andthe Raja Shvtab Roy — Elevation of Munny 
Begum — Destruction of the Rohillas — Sale of Corah and 
Allahahad to the Visir — Payment refused of the Empe- 
roi 's Revenue — Financial Results 

B y fhe new parliamentary autlionty, !RIr Hastings was 
appointed Governor-General, and Geneml Claveiing, 
Colonel Monson, IMr BarweU, and Mr Francis, the mem- 
bers of Council , not removable, except by the King, upon 
representation made by the Court of Directors, during the 
period assigned in the act Mr Hastmgs bad ascended 
with reputation tbrougb the several stages of the Com- 
pany’s service , possessed the rank of a member of Coimcil 
at the time of Mr Vansittart’s administration, and gene- 
rally concurred in the measures wbicb the party opposed 
to that Governor so vehemently condemned After a visit 
to bis native country, to which he proceeded at the same 
time with Yansittart, be returned to India in 1769, to fill 
the station of second m council at Madras , and in the 
beginning of 1772 was raised to the highest situation in 
the service of the Company, being appomted to succeed 
Mr Cartier m the government of Bengd 
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BOOK Y gmjled to the Tjota -wMoh ennmetited tSL the olidraB to 
rTtiF L -whjoh they were to bo salyeot md forbade, imder penal 

tlaa, oT Bf y additional eiaoUoc- When the Ze mirwUr a, aod 

1 ^ other middlemen of anoiont etandin^ offered for the lands 
•which they had been aocuetismed to gorern, terma which 
were deemed reasonable, they were preferred when their 
offera were oonsdered aa ii^eqnate, they were allowed a 
pension for their enboiatence, and the lands •were pnt np 
to Bale. 

While the aettlement, in other worda the taxation of 
the coimtry was carrying into execution npon this plan, 
the pnncapal office of rerenae, or £jWai, underwent a 
total rerolotlon, flo long as the red of the nathre go- 
vernment had been held this oMoe had been stationed 
at lIooTshedabad, and was ootenalbly under the direction 
of the Bort of minister of roTflnne, whom, •with the title 
of 2!axl Dnrat, the Present and Councd had set up. It 
wae now reaolv^ to transfer thia great office from lloor 
ahedabad to Calcutta i and to place it underthe immediate 
eoperlutendenee of the govenment. The whole Council 
were eonstituted a Board of Borenne, to lit two days in 
the week, or If necessary more. The Memben of the 
Council were appointed to act as anditora of accounts, 
each for a week in rotstdon. The offlee of j^trih Devon, 
•whioh had been held by llohammed Beza 'Khan at Moor 
ahedabad, and by Shitah Boy at I^tna, was aboUahed 
but a natrve ftmobonaiy or asaistajit dewan, under the 
title of Day royan, was appointed to act m the Kbalsa, as 
Bopermtendent of the dlatnot dewann, to reoeire the ao- 
ODunts in the Bengal langoagt^ to answer intorrogaioriee, 
and to make reports. 

The fundamental ohange in that great and Tiwding 
branoh of Indian administration which conoemed the re- 
venue, rendered Indispensable a new proviaion for the ad- 
ministration of justice. He Zemindar who ■was farmerly 
the great fiscal officer of a dlatnot, oommonly exertosed 
both dvil and criminal jarisdlotion withm the territory 
over whioh he 'waa appointed to preside In hia Phouj- 
daty or ermunal oourt, he infiioted all aarts of penaltiea 


^ aOwt OtoDOtn 11 
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ALTERATIONS IN THE COURTS OF JUSTICE. 3*69 

1 

cluefiy fines for has own "benefit even capital punisli- BOOK V. 
ments, undei no further restraint than that of reporting chap i 

the case at ]\Ioorshedabad before execution In his 

Adaulut, or civil court, he decided all questions relating 
to property , being entitled to a chout, or twenty-five per 
cont^ upon the subject of litigation His discietion was 
guided or restrained by no law, except the Koran, its com- 
mentaries, and the customs of the country, aU m the 
highest degiee loose and indeterminate Though there 
was no formal and regular course of appeal from the Ze- 
mindary decisions, the government mterfered m an arbi- 
trary manner, as often as complamts weie preferred, to 
w'hich, from their own importance, oi from the importance 
of those who advanced them, it conceived it proper to 
attend To the mass of the people these comts afibrded 
but httle protection The expense cieated by distance, 
excluded the gi eater number from so much as applymg 
for justice , and eveiy powerful oppiessor treated a feeble 
tribunal with contempt The judges were finally swayed 
hy then hopes and their feais , by the mchnations of the 
men who could hurt or reward them Then proceedings 
were not controlled by any wiitten memorial or record. 

In cases relating to rehgion, the Cauzee and Brahmen 
were called to expound, the one the Ltoslem, the other 
the Brahnienical law , and then opimon was the standard 
of decision Originally, questions of revenue as well as 
others belonged to the courts of the Zemindars, but a 
few ycai-s pre\ious to the tiunsfer of the revenues to the 
English, the decision of fiscal questions had been taken 
from the Zemmdar, and given to an officer styled the Naib 
Dow an, or fiscal Deputy, in each proionce 
Beside the tiibunals of the districts, the capital was 
pronded with two cnminal courts, in one of which 
called Roy adaulut, the Nazim, as supreme magistrate, 
tried capital offences , in another, a magistrate called the 
Phoujdar tried offences of a less penal descnption, and 
leportcl his pioceedmgs to the Nazim At the capital 
was also found the principal dewanee or fiscal court m 
which the Dewau tned causes relating to the revenue 
including all questions of title to laud All othei civii 
causes were tiled at the capital in the court of the 
Darogah-i-adaulut-al-alea , except those of inhentance and 
loniir BB 
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BOOK V irrangement t*ken or rather is it pcoeeairy to ati, why 
CHAP 1 some tmngement aa* not taken to prorent the KispeD- 
- - rion of the Judloial end every biaooh of tbo eieoattre 

gorernment, before the o£Bc«r was arroated on ■whom all 
these great operations depended 1 

The Riya aitab Rc^ held the same office at Patna, for 
the provlnoo of Bahar as was held by kTohammed Rexa 
KTra at Moorshedabad, for that of BengaL Beoaose iro* 
bammed Rexa wu arrtated, and sent to Calcutta for 
Us trial, siul because, as bolding the same office, it seemed 
proper that they should both share the same &te, Shltab 
Boy vaa in like faahlon arrested, and sent to his triaL 
Abt«ram-al-dowlsh was a snmring brother of Jsffier 
All Kban, the deoeaaed Snbabdar the nnole of the young 
Nabob, the eldest existing male, and henoe the nstnral 
gnarditn, of the Camfly on thla grotnid he presented a 
petition to 'the Qeotleroen,’* praying that he might be 
sppoloted to the vacant offloe of Neahtrt Nmmnt in other 
words, be ehoeen Nub onder the Narm, 

The Direetors, thcmgh resolved not to be any longer 
I>ewiQ under a dock were yet eager to preserve the snp- 
pceed benefit of clandestfaiity, in tbe other department of 
the Sabehd&rea, the Nixamot.* Tbe eerrants m India de- 
clared thsir fuR oonoorroDoe in the wisdom of that pohoy 
But they oonceired that for thia porpcee snch an officer as 

It ta her* farrettto ttiBt pin ibr Qb enSaetlaa *1 the rTTWra*. oxl Oa 
edmdWrvdwi « etnl loctlcs. nd ^e^lce, ta th* &r« townee, 

bed been tWre*!, vtdrS reBSmd tbe tewTcattMi ii flw Silb oe to n er 
oeeeaaeiTi the OnQurttae (peek ef ito efllce m frlftBaSr coMtnnted, Mt ae 
■pv. In n* et docrr* lapu^ilaa to tbe Eoxb^ re^ileticeM.— W 

^ Tboogli Ti tore eot 4oaW odI that to tba e ra r t t ea at roar alallfki, 
and tto ear* nd avidattr m* amiuU la tbe «a> ei lalBB ilaoeT of tbe 
Ttovanab tb* eeltottoM tcD to reodocted vitb mere ■'rantiaa to tb* Ccaa- 
paii 7 tad AMT to tto ■attrae, Chao to oMaat of Stlb Dnui *• ar* Mlj 
waiitifai at tba rxpntifTV T at ■opparttac mm 0 M«n*Qile amitoe r tn tto 
CamwTb star**! at tba Satob^ caort, to tmnct tb* poOtVal affUn tt 
tba Cbw cod tBtrr*«a totvwa tto Oonpato ^ nttovt* at nr 
laiuMU poTtr tn an resaa vbaiatn thto dtvart ov InJn wt. m <a- 
ooa^ M ocr ntbcrkr Latte r frm tto Cocrt at DtrWor* tn tba ri*i< 
Amt a»d OococQ at Tcrt Wnbaa, SSOi aarut, 1771 Uhmtaa, ct aay a, 

►m. 

. Tb* Ocnstttr* ar* fbOr aaoalbl* at tb* axp*tUrDcr r aj D itH to ^ 
SAaorabl* CoDTt at Draetori. of beMnv cot tb* cstb«itr cd tb* eootrr 
rvtemant to tb* Etn-oeecn to****, b3 an *ti*r*tn tbelr bJta *' *! oar 
mtoite* vtth tboaa at tb* On^7 OanlOtUB, 11th Jaij 1771, SV 
tnte*, at am. p STt. If Hawt^ In hte letter. XUh Scrch. 1774. ncmi 
t* bar* qtaabooed altantber tba nitoca ol i,l*iiiW<1*rij Tber* can to 
M na fomTmmt. and ocw povcr tai tU* p rortace. Em tb* prcteoafou 
W Pm Itetofc nay pt »i* enR* cr*at c*bamma*iit, vbm to b of af* 
toUton fah nlem fron tb* j u a ta t «e«te cf pcpCQafo Thkh i«ettuti lu* 
aaentif them. Itud. p lOJ 
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the Naib Subali (so they styled the Naib of the Nazim) was "ROOK V. 
neither necessary noi desuable , fiist, on account of the chap i 

expense, next, the delegation of power, w'hich could never 

be without a portion of danger They lesolved, theiefore, 
that the office of Naib Subah should be abolished * That 
IS to say, they lesolved, that the mam mstrument of go- 
vernment, that on which the administmtion of justice, the 
whole business of police, and every branch of the executive 
goveniment depended, should be taken away , and what 
did they substitute, for auswering the same ends 1 The 
Couits of Review established at Calcutta might be ex- 
pected to supply the place of the Naib of the Nazim, in 
respect to the administration of justice with respect to 
all the other branches of government, answerable for the 
happiness of between twenty and thii ty millions of human 
beings, no substitution whatsoever was made so piofound, 
for I acquit them on the score of intention, was the iguo- 

nce which then distinguished the Enghsh ruleis of India, 
of what they owed to the peojile, over whom they ruled, 
and the fruit of whose labour, under the pietence of ren- 
donng to them the sei vices of government, they took from 
them, and disposed of as they pleased' No doubt the 
duties of government, thus loft without an organ, were m 
pait, aud irregularly, when they jnessed upon them and 
could not be avoided, poifoimed both by the President and 
Council, and by the servants distributed in the diffeient 
paits of tho country But how imperfectly those semccs 
of goveinmont must have been rendeied, for which no pro- 
vision was made aud which, as often as they weio icn- 
dered, were lendercd as woiks of supereiogation bj those 
who had other obligations to fulfil, it is unnecessary' to 
obsei VO 

Though so little was done for rendoi ing to the people 
the servnccs of governnicnt, there was another branch of 
the duties of the Naib Nazim, wluch met with a\eiy 
different soit and style of attention That was, in name, 
tho superintendence of the education aud hou'^ehold of the 
Nabob , in reality, the disburseinciitof the money, allotted 
for Ins stale and support This was a matter of prune 
importance, and w is met with a proportional intensity of 
consideration and c.ire It would be unjust, howc\ cr, to 

I lU'J p t-Ts 
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niSTORY OP BRITISH INDIA 

ecjo^ tho digniij and pleasnrai of hia capital wKen thej 
hi^od him into the 0eld. The oo irntr y of the Hohlllas 
waa the otgeot of copidl^ to both to the Emperor aa an 
InoreoM of hli limited temlor; to the Hahimttas, aa a 
field of plonder if not a permanent passeaaion. SeharTU> 
pore, the jaghire of the minitier Nojnb-ad-dorla, the 
BohQla (hief| who had served the royal family with so 
much fidelity and talent, and, in the abacnoe of the Em- 
peror had govemed the dtj and province of Delhi for a 
nnmber of yean, lay most accessible. It was XKrt, as the 
other pos se sslqrna of the RohiUaa, on the fhriber aide of 
the Ganges, but commecccd nnder the Sewalio hiHs, at a 
dlatanoe of sereoty miles from Ddhi, and was terminated 
by the skocg fortress of Ghose Qhnr on the north, and by 
Bahertal on the east. The resnmptiOQ of the govemment 
of Delhi, which had been possessed by Noijab-ad-dowla 
transmitted to hie aoo Zablta Khan, iai the ides of the 
resentment which that duef must have ooooeired upon 
this retrenehment of his power rendered him an object of 
apprehension to the Emperor and reoommecded to his 
approbation the project of fnmmsngng operatioiti with the 
r^acbons of Seharanpore. The Uognl forces, which the 
Emperor accompanied in pemon, were oommanded by 
Mura Ni^jnf Khan, a native of Persia, who accompanied to 
Delhi Mina Mohsan, the brother of Bofider Jong, the 
Nabob of Oade, when he returned from the embassy on 
which he bad been sent to Nadir Shah, after his invuian 
ofHlndtietan. Ml^xsN^Jaf was of a family said to be 
related to the Sophi soreragns of Penla, and was held m 
oonfinemeot by the jeoloosy of Nadir He and his ustar 
we r e released at the interoesalon of the Hlndnatan ambas- 
sador when the sister became the wife of her dehyerer 
and the brother accompanied them on their departure to 
Hlndastan. After the death of his benefactor Uina Nt^of 
adhered to the fortunes of his son, Hohammed CooUee 
KTiti^ Governor of Anehahed tnd when that tm/ ujUm ate 
Prince was treacheroualy jnt to death by his oooBin 
ad-dowla, the son and sueoeesor of Bnffder Jong Nqjnf 
Khan retired with a few feUowerB into Bengal, and ofik^ 
his semoes to Keer When Nabob fled for 

proteotkm to the Nabob of Oode, whom Nujuf TTKari, as 
the friend of Mohammed CooIIee vis sfraid to trust 



ATTACK OK ZABITA KUAN. 


m 


lie departed into Bimdelcuud, and was locoivcd into cm- BOOK V , 
ployment by one of the chiefs of that country Upon the cirAr. i 

flight of Suja-ad-dowla, after the battle of Bu\ai, Mirza 

Kujuf offeied his seinces to the English ; advanced claims U/2 
to the government of Allahabad , was favourably iccoivcd , 
and put in possession of a pai t of the country. But when 
the transfoi of that distnct to the Emporoi came to be ic- 
gaided as a politic aii’angemeut, the pictensions of Kujuf 
Khan weio set aside , and, m the way of compensation^ ho 
was allowed a pension of two lachs of rupees from the 
English leveuueSj and recommended warmly to the Eni- 
pcroi His talents and address mised him to a high station 
in the sei vice of that enfeebled Soi eroign, whom ho accom- 
panied, as commander of the forces, on his ill-fated expe- 
dition to Delhi 

The umted power of the Empeioi and Idahrattas, Zabita 
Khan, though ho made a spirited defence, was unable to 
withstand He was overcome in battle, and fled acioss 
the Ganges, in hopes to defend what terntories ho pos- 
sessed on the opposite side Ho stationed parties of troops 
at the different fords, but this weakened his mam body , 

Kujuf Khan gallantly braved the stream, and was followed 
by the Mahrattas, when Zabita Khan, despairmg of success, 
fled to Pattiigm, where he had deposited his women and 
tieasures The closeness with which he was puisued 
allowed not time sufficient to remove them, and they fell 
into the hands of the enemy , while Zabita Khan himself, 
with a few attendants, escaped to the camp of Suja-ad- 
dowla His country, one of the most fertile districts in 
India, which had flourished imder the vigorous and eqm- 
table admimstration of Kujub-ad-dowla, affoided a nch 
booty , which the Mahrattas wholly seized, and sot at 
nought the outcries of the Emperor 

The Kohillas were now placed m the most alarming 
situation We have aheady seen* that among those soldiers 
of fortune from the hardy regions of the Korth, who con- 
stantly composed the prmcipal part of the Mogul armies, 
and, according to their talents and influence, procured 
themselves lands and governments m India, the Afghans 
had latterly occupied a conspicuous place , that a portion 
of this people, who took the name of Kohillas, had given 

1 Bookiil chop Iv. 
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BOOK V WM no better Oinn on inetnunent In tbe handB of tbe 
OEtir I. UtbraUas. Of tlidr power tlia firtt n«» woi to extort 
■ ■■ from their prisaaer a gnmi of the pronnoea of Conh and 
ITT. In which ho had been wtablJihed bj the Ecg 

Pub Haring aooomphshed thsM erents, thej' retnmed to 
the banW of the Ganges, which thej made properatlons to 
oroea. 

The Snbahdar was now thrown into a state of the most 
rlolant alarm, and wrote repeated letters to the Bengal 
goTomment to send a military force to his proteoboru He 
Wd neglected, or had been unable, to toko any meoanre* 
for pWng the oountry of the EohlDas in a jtate of seen 
rity That people were now laid at the mercy of the 
IWuattas, and would, he forwaw be oompelled to join 
them, to avoid deetructloo- Zablta Khan had already 
thrown nimaelf upon tholr mercy and he violently f«ued 
that the other oblafis would speedily follow hu eIaInp]^ 
The Uahrattae, indeed, made great offers to the B ohfll ai. 
They would remit the greater port of the smna of which 
they had extorted the pronuv They engaged to poae 
ihr^gh the oountry without oomnntting any depicda- 
ilooa or molesting the ryots, and to grant tdl sorta of 
adrantages provided the RoIuIUj would yi^ a free paa- 
eage through their domlnione Into the te mt o f y of the 
Vlxlr ‘ The Subahdar of Oude eserted himself to prereat 
that union of the Mohrattas and BohdlaB the effects of 
wiiiah he oontempl&ted with so much nlarro. He moved 
with his army into that part of his oountry which was 
neareat to that of the Bi^lllaa and held out to them 
whaterer indnoemenis he oonoelved moat Hkelyto oonffrm 
their opposition to the He engag^ to make 

offeotual pronsicHi both for their present *tiiI future seco- 
nty and to remit, as TTafe* Eahmet affir ms, the forty 
of rupees. Biffloult as was the choioe, the BohfTks 
thought it BliQ leas dangerous to rely upon the faith of 
the Subahdar than upon, that of the Mehrattai and 
gaming i^iat they oould, by temponxing with that formid- 
able people, they however doolined all engagements with 

a dHUaeOr uMrW ta Wter of Ilite SaltiDM UtneU. 
to tfa s 0«r OsMTili ad It to too eotobna^ to tbs oS tbo ccrcsra* 
■bom to bo B « M > to cDj T Mf .hto fid Bopol, vt rw^eK iff. 
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tliem, and actually joined their tioops to those of the 
Enghsh and Subahdai ' 

On the 7th of Januaiy, 1773, the Secret Committee at 
Calcutta entered into consultation on intelhgence of these 
events , and thus lecoided their sentiments “Notwith- 
standing the alaims of the Ymr, expiessed in the foiego- 
ing lettei-s, it does not cleaily aj'pear that the Mahiattas 
have acquired any accession of power, since, whatever 
advantage they dciived fiom the sanction of the King’s 
name, when he was independent, must now be either lost, 
or veiy much diminished, by then late luptuie with him, 
by them having violently possessed themselves of his per- 
son, and then usurpation of his dominions ” On the 
subject of the EohiUas, whom the Vizu, to increase the 
ardoui of the Enghsh to send an army to his support, 
represented as actually connected with the Mahrattas, 
though he only dreaded that event, they remark, that 
instead of joining with the Mahrattas nr an invasion of 
the teintoiies of the Yizir, “ It is stiU more probable that 
the Rohilla chiefs, who have sought their present safety in 
a treacherous alhance, to which necessity compelled, them, 
with the Mahrattas, will, fiom the same prmciple, abandon 
their cause, or employ the confidence reposed m them to 
re-establish then own independence, mther than contri- 
bute to the aggrandizement of a jiowei, which in the end 
must oveinohelm them ” With regard to the unhappy Shah 
Aulum, the humiliated Emperor of the Moguls, they re- 
mark “It IS possible he may sohcit our aid, and, m point 
of right, we should certainly be justified m aftordiug it 
him, smcB no act of his could be deemed valid m his 
present situation, and while he contmues a mere passive 
instrument m the hands of the Mahrattas but whether it 
would be pohtic to interfere, or whether, at this time 
especially, it would be expedient, must continue a doubt 
with us ” = It IS remarkable, that with regard to the most 
important of his acts — the surrender of Corah and Allaha- 
bad — so little did any one regard it as bmdmg, that his 
deputy in these provmces, instead of dehvenng them up 
to the Mahi-attas, apphed to the Enghsh for leave to place 
them under their protection, “as the King, his master, 

1 Seo Sir Bobert Barker’s Letter, 23rd Slarcl], 3773, Ibid Ko 18 

2 Fttth Eeport, ut snpra, App No 18 
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book T wtioh it WM attended, It is necteatry to gj7» eome 
CRAT L ftocckmt. The oorreapondenco mth the coonfay powers 
. hft/1 frequently "been cocriod on throngh the military offi 

1778, cars upon the spot. Hie power thus oonToyed to the 
militar y Mr HtstlngB had ropreeentod aa mcoDyenient, 
if not dangerous and ooo obj^ of his poUoy had been 
to render the heed of the avU goTemment the eichuiTe 
organ of oommunication with foreign powere. He now 
stated to the JCotmoQ the ooccorrenoe in opinion of the 
Ylxlr and himself that an agent, permanently redding 
with the Vitir for the oornmnnlcation and adjoetmant of 
many aOaizs to which the interoonrse of lettcn could not 
oonveniently apply would be attended with important 
adrantagee aztd he urged the propriety of granting to 
>itriT»}f the sole nomination of aach an agent, the sole 
power of remorlng him, and the power of receiviDg and 
answering lus Lettcrsi wHhoot oommunloatioD either to 
to thft Committee or OwndL To all three oonditiaDJ the 
Ooanon gnre their assent and 3Jjr Hathaniel Middleton, 
with an extra salary was sent as priraie agent to attend 
the reaideaoe of the TUr end to iwnmiminKiA secretly 
with Ur Hsstingt. 

The VMr in the meentime, mudw hrmaelf master of 
eereral plsoea in the Dooeb. He adTtneod towards Delhi 
with a show of great friendalup to the Emperor assisted 
him with mooey sent a form to assist his army in 
wresting Agra from [the Jests and, ha^mg thus laid a 
foundation for ootiftdance, began to intrigue for his sano- 
tion to the mtended attack upon EohDound. A treaty 
was negoUaied, and st last solaznnly concluded and signtiH, 
by whi^ it was agreed that the [Emperor should assist 
with his foroes in the reduction of the Ttn>ini*s, and in 
return should reomre e ehare of the plunder and one-half 
of the oonquered oountiy 

On the 18ih of NoTembor about two months after thdr 
intemow the Vlxlr wrote to the President, HwmmHmg the 
promised assistsnofl of the for the destructioii of 

the HohiPaa. Mr HsKtmgii appeora to have been thrown 

EntlaCt’ Bfpert, Ipp. Wo. It ntn^l Letter of ITTb JnM, 1774, Spp. 
So. St. 

rmaaBl'l Ebah Sslxai, p.04. TWh Brpnrf, 

QtHSTO,App.H 4A| «n>l tb* tnatr Baes; AiiikHo.f7 Sotfi Amruks 
aeri Smmhis, p. ISC, SO. 



THE ROHILLAS EXTERMINATED. 

into some ombarmssment The suddenness and con- 
fidence of the call corresponded but indifferently wtli the 
terms on which he had given his colleagues to understand 
that the communication on this subject rested botv eeu 
him and the Yizir His abihties in making out a case, 
though smgularly great, were unable to produce unani- 
mity and it was not till after a long debate, that a deci- 
sion in favour of the expedition was obtained The 
assistance was promised on the very terms •concerted and 
settled between him and the Yizii , and yet this President 
had the art to persuade his colleagues, and jomed with 
them in a declaration to their common masters, that these 
terms were so favourable to the English, and so burden- 
some to the Yizir, as to render his acceptance of them 
improbable, and therefore to leave but little chance of 
their involving the English Government in a measuie 
which the principal conductois of that government were 
desirous to avoid.* 

In the month of January, 1774, the second of the three 
bugades into which the Company’s army in Bengal was 
di-vided, received orders to join the Yizir, and Colonel 
Champion, now Commander-in-Chief, proceeded about the 
middle of February to assume the command On the 24th. 
of February the bngade ai rived "within the territory of the 
Yizir , and, on the 17th of April, the united forces entered, 
the EohiUa dominions On the 19th, Colonel Champion 
■wrote to the Presidency, that the Rohilla leader, ‘‘ had-by 
letter expressed earnest inchnations to come to an accom- 
modation with the Yizir , but that the Nabob claimed no 
less than tiro croi cs of rupees ” After this extravagant 
demand, the Rohillas posted themselves on the side of 
Babul Nulla, "with a resolution of standmg their ground to 
the last extremity And eaily on the morning of the 23rd, 
the Eughsh advanced to the attack Hafez,” says the 
Eughsh General, -with a generous esteem, “and his aimy, 
consisting of about 40,000 men, showed great bravery and 
resolution, annoying us "with their artillery and rockets. 
They made repeated attempts to charge, but our guns, 
being so much better served than theirs, kept so constant 
and gaUmg a fire, that they could not advance , and where 
they were closest, was the greatest slaughter They gave 
' 1 Titih Report, at snp-v, App Noa 22, 23, 24, 25 
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BOOK V receipt. Thftt for the yeti eodlng In April 1772, -rts 
coAri. 2,10,88,638 nipe«, equal to 2,373,0e0tj th»t for the year 
“ ending 1774, wt* 2,90,56,919 lupeeB, or 2,481,404Z.* In the 
next great department of finanoial admkdetntlon, the ex 
pesae of the oml and ToSUtary eerrioee, instead of any 
retrenchment there had been an inoreese. In the year 
endfng in 177i^ the drileemce ie stated at 154,020f the 
marine at 62,1611., the mllit&ry at 1 164,348f and the 
total expense, exdaatre of bnOdlngs and fortiflaatlani, at 
l,371,l29i In the year ending In 1774, the clril aemco 
Is stated at 166,637/., the marine at 63,70Ci£, the military 
at 1,304^83/, and the total at l,61S,l£0i. In the year 
177^ the proportion of the mEltai^ expense, defrayed by 
the Nabob of Oode, waa 20 768/. In the year 1774, the 
proportion daCiayed by him ana 131,430/L In the foIIoT 
Ing year that ending In April 1776, there vas a slight Im 
p r o v e m ent in the ooUeoUona which may in part Le 
Bscnbed to the meaaorea of the preceding anmloiatiataon 
and there waa a total cesntion of war which prodnoed a 
redaobon of the mllitaiy oxpea>ditnre, remaihahle only for 
tts mlmiteneB. The gros ooBe^cais amoonted to 
2,87,2Ci;7dO rapeea, the net receipt to 2,61,0^060, or 
2,833,964/. the drU serrioo to 231,722/., the marme to 
36,610/1, and the mUdaryto 1,080,304/. ; total, 1,349,836/. 
and the proportion this year borne by the Kalx>b of Onde 
was £40,760/. It thus abundantly appeals, that nothing 
so important as to deaerre the name of Im p ror em ent had 
arisen in the financial admlnlstratloo of the Oompeny A 
peounuty relief bad indeed bem proourod, but fr om soorca 
of a temporary and Tery doubtful deeoription partly from 
the produce of the bOis drawn in such profosioii upon the 
Compeny lythe predwiwworof HariingM partlyfromthe 
redu^oD of the aUowBDoe to the Nabob of Bengal, from 
thirty-two to aixteon lactka but chiefly from the fdundor 
of the unhappy Emperor of the Ilogola, whose tribute of 
twenty-aii lacks per Minnm for the dewannee of Bengal 
waa with h e ld , and whose two pronnoea Corah and ATWi 
ahad were sold for flf^ to the Tixir from the sale 
of the Rnhillss, the extirpation of whom was purohased at 

IVBi TUMrt. inirt, p TazdlS. »n*l.B.a, 
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BOOR ^ doTolTed. Tlia minUter leaves tls office and ascendancy 
caiT n. y, gjjQ tjie boo mokes It hereditary and the sore- 
' rtigD, divested of all bat the name of kin^ ainkw Into an 

empty pegeant. Such waa the course of events m the 
of the mayor of the palace in France^ in that of the 
Ciu-*ua in Tonquin,* and auch it vaa, be^ea other cases, 
in that of the Peahwo, among the MahriUaB, In the reign 
of the Bi^ Sahoo, vho vas but third in snooeasion from 
Slvajee, YUvanath Boliijee had raised himaalf from a lov 
altnsUoD in bfe to the rank of Peahvra. Bahoo Tis a 
pnnoe devoted to easo and to pleasnro anil the aapreme 
povera nere wielded, with httie check or liimiation, by 
Ylswanath Bolajee. He oaomed the noma of Bao Pundl^ 
that ii, chief of the Pondlts, or learned Brahmena, and 
made the Ba}a Inveai him wi^ a sifyxik, or robe of offioe,* 
a ceremony which aver since haa ma^ed the enooeeftioa of 
the Peahwaa, and appeared to oonier the title. Ylswanolh 
waa able to leave bla office and power to hia son Bc^Jerao 
who gfem farther dJminiaheil the power of the aovereign 
and dually allowed, him not ao mooh as Ubsrty Ibe 
was oonAned to Sa t a rsb , a tpedee of sUie jnTmwy wh^ 
the Feahwa eatafaUahed his own reddenoe at Poona, which 
henceforth beoome the seat of govemment. The brother 
of Bajarso, Jamnajee Anna, thoo gh a Brahmen, led the 
foroea of the itate he attacked the Pcotogutae setUemecta 
In the neighbonrhood of Bombay and 

Baseem to the oonqaests of the Mohrattss. family of 
the Feahwa pnded themselves in these acquisitions 
sfieoted to ooasidar them as their own, rather the 
p roper ty of the st a t e and showed a violent attachment 
to them, as often as, eHhar by force or negotiatioo, the 
aJfmfltJon of them was attempted. The vichu^ of these 
tenitonaa to the British settlementa at Bombay brought 
the interests of the Company in contact with of the 
klahrattaa and the terms of a onrnTnafrrrai anr? maritime 
interooorse were somewhat msoourmtely framed. Bajerao 
left a son, named Boo, who was alsin in the battle of Fanipnt ; 
and Jurnnajee Anna, his brother left t?o Nanah, 
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